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CONELUDED..

-1 have faid, that thearticle fixing the
mode of ele@ing a chief magiftrare was, -
from its nature arfénded with many d_i}f
ficulties:™*A more {triét ihquiry into the
«hiitirational mode, and a comparifon
ofit, in ome othier and more particular
pats, with the prooofed alreration
wili be u.eful in forming an opinion o

their relative merits. 3
ftands each eleét-

As the eouftitution _
of 1s to write 1he numes of two perfons
on 1 piecc of paper,

T, her of the two perfons thus voted. for
this affords the

cunnot know whizh ;

+wa, both of whom are qualified for the

very important office. For it is not on- |

ly uncertuin upon whom the choice witt”

{all at firft, but the one remaining, will
ccrtainly be Prefident, upen any confin-
gency whie} thall removeor incapacitate

called a ballot.— | V4%
| €n, ta
may be the Prefident, and the elecer [[W% 17

Mtucional Prefident. —Hf the majority in tu-
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jorities'is, “ take care that yeu aim not
at too much, for it you do, it is'put in
the power of the minority to chéck you,

{ and by a judicious difpofition-of their

few vetes, determine the choice of Pre-

ty.will probably be cautious in the exer-
cife of power ; and thus the rights the
proper. weight and influence of a minori-
ty are fecured againft the condu@ of a
| majority, which i cersainly liable to be
intolerant and oppreflive. . In this re-
fpect the tpirir of the conttitution is,. po-
' litical moderaiion.— And it ig.clear to my
mind. that the experience of thelafl elec-
tion has taugh

therm from again incarring a fimilar rifk. |
I recolle@ well, that it was thought pro- |
bable, when the eletoral votes were giv
that Mr. Burr would have a vote or
lome of the ealtern ftates. 1f he
had received but one, he would have
been by an eleGoral cheice, the coniti-

ture have the powers of recoellettion,
they will undoubted!y avoid the evil, if
it is one, which happaned ar the lait e
le@ion, with fuch unfailing certainty,
that there will be no need of the remnedy

the firlt. T'he convention {eem to have
feletted a mode of preceeding the moft
fimple, the leaft liable to accident, and
the belt calculated to infure he main ob-
ject, that is, that both fhould be really
worthy of the truft If one candidate
wilhes to make intereft with rthe electors,
15 each mult vote for two, it will be im-

propo‘ed by the amendment.

majority fay, it their vores are fo featter-
ed for one candidate as to avold this dan-
ger, that another will be incurred ; and
that is, the minority will elect a Vice-
Prefident. 1 he language of the contti-
tution to them, isapain, “that this was
meant as a lecurity ior the minority a-

poflible for bribery or intrigue 1o fuc-
ceed ; tfor, withiout. corrupting the
whole, or certainly jmany more than
ha't. he may be defeated by the other
candidage,on the ballot. Thisis, perhajs.
the moft efeual bar to int'igue that was
ever contrived ; for unlels all, or a great
portion of the eleCtors are corrupted,
an exireme-cafe et depravity not proba.

ble mn ady country, intrigue can haveno |

affirance of fuccefs. 1he danger and
dificulty, which muft always attend fuch
an important elcé}jci?,_ as that of chigf
magiltrate of the United Srtafes,. was
meant 1o be avoided, by diminithing Jlre
chances of its frequent recurrence. So
two perfons are placed ina cendition to
aét as Prefident in fuccefhon, to prevem
both the evils, of a vacancy, and otare

currence of choice more frequently then |

once in tour years.  And it :cems mere-
ly incidental to this fecond perlon, to be
called Vice-Prefident, and neither the
firft nor fecond delcription of cleétors
can have any right io vote tor him as
fuch, indeed he can have no exiflence
-till the firlt charaéter is defignated and
then feems to be difcovered, not eleted.
The Senate, in cafe of an equal number
of votes for two or mere remaining per-
fons, after the Prefident is elected, are
velted with authority to choole a Vice-
Prefident, for as fuch heis to prefide o-
ver this body, and this body thereiore
feemis to be the only conftiturional organ
to defiznate him.  Both the other de-
{ci1ptions of electors have nothing to do
with fuch a charaéter or office ; butare
corrfined ta alt with a ingle rcterence to
the charaer and office of Prefident ;
and are trufted with o power to give any

*“opinion of the charader or qualificati-
And 1t 1s re-.

ons of a Vice Prefideni.
markable, that there are no appropriate
qualifications tnace neceflary by the con-
ftitution, for a Vice Prefident ; but eve-
ry qualification has reference to Prefi
dent,— Lhere is another imporfant 1ea-
ture in this part of the conilitution.—

* It was known by th= convention, that in
this country, in common with all others -

where there is treedom of opinion and of
ineech, there would be parties. hey
likewife knew, that the intolerance of the
major, or ruling feft and palitical party,
was frequently exercifed upon the minor
party ; and that the rights of the mino-
rity ought to be prateéted to them. _

As well then, to fecure the rights of
the minerity, as te check the intolerance
of the majority, they placed the majori-
ty in jeopardy, it they fhould artempt at
crafping all the benefits of a Prefident &
Vice-Prefident within them[elves, to the
total exclufion’of theminarity. The ve-
rv cale which happened at the laft elec-
tion was contemplated, in which the ma-
jority. sttempted totally to exclude the

reinority irom any pafticipation.  The

gaint the mayority.””  But the majority
| exclaim againft both thefe provifions. as
{véry unrea'onable indeed ¢ what,” fay
Lihey, ¢ are minoritics (o govern m Hjori
|ties ?” ‘I'he anfwer of the conftitntionis,
“ no, butthen due weigh: and influence
fha!l be fecured to them, and the dimn-
ger of your into'eraice guarded againit.”

For 'he iecurity of [ntal) ftutes and mi

t a leffon to all majoritics, | couragis _
‘which will in future completely fecurc.of deteltion, and a fenfe of fhame, up-

But theg

ticle which fixes a mode for the choice
ot a cuief magiltrate, ftands moft promi-
nent among its excellencies. .

Let ysnow, fir, examine & compare
the mcnits of the amendment with a-{pe-
-eral-relerence —to this-taft vi
taken of the conftitutional provifion.

'1 he amendment authorizes the eleét-
ors tevote for a Prefident, and fora
Vice-Prefident by fpecifick defignation.
Is-ambition in your country ? Here 1s a
dire€t and inviting ohjcét for its operati-
ons.

is the integrity of your ele€ors affaila-
ble? You piace it here in themoft en-
couraging attitude for an aflault. A tear

omthe expolure of animproper a&ion,
has Been, -perhaps, a better lecurity a-
gai {t poliycal errors or crimes, than all
the moral viirues united, when the temp-
tation has beén artended with animpofli-
bility of detections “An intrigue with an
ete€tor can be earried on without much
dangerot deteion 3 but when your e- |
lettion is carrted into the houle of re-
prefeniutives, belids the ordinary weight
of echaraéter in favour of the members of
that houfe, a detection of an intrigue
with a candidare is aimoft certain. 1t
will be recollected, that at rhe lait elec-
tion, two or thiree members held the
choice perted'vin their ewn hands. If 1
miftake not, three pentlemen, thatis,
amember [rom New Jerfey, amember
trom Vermont, aad ove trom either Ma.
ryland, Declaware, or | enncsflee, could
have given a Prefident to the Ul States.
| he particelar gentlemen mentioned
were ghove {ulpicion of britery; butin
additios to this circamftance, it they had
nthe cont={t gene over trem improper
motives, or under the influence of bri-
bery, a detciton was certain.

'L his will remainforever, the criterion,
as 1t relpects the reiative danger of in-
triguc and bribery, in the two modes of

Lnorides, there is, in the -onltitution a
Linixinre of the tederative with the popu
|lar princip'es. And as i is well knovn
{thiat, when ponalar majarities aloiie pre-
FATE, and et e i w2y urthrroted
]hy conititurt mal chesks, the minorines
who generally poflets their prop niton
of integrity and voriae, ave overwhelined,
and liberty irielf, by the kane means e -
troyed ;5 o it is 1n Kindiie's to both par-
1ies to the countty, ant to hamaniys
that thefe whcleforse chocks are eontic
nually provided. -Had the majo iy, or
the geat flatgs been wiliing, farly to
iYve fuomitied to the coadiadionad

choice.. Andtheamendmentisavowed-
ly inrended to fecure a choice by eleftors,
and te prevent a refort to the hioule : be-
caute {ays the gentleman from Virginia,
-Mr. ‘lavlor,) * dyou permit the elge-
tion to go into the houfe, there, are fmall
Aates, and minorities,-and all the cvils
of 4 viet, election 3 meaning that cor-
~uption mult be the confequence.  But
hefays, *“let there be a divided cledtion,
by the eleftors, mecting by flates fepa-
rately, and you lefivn the tendency to
corraption.’”  Vhis mazy look plaufible
| in theo'y, but 1 think pra&tice wili thow
tats failucy.
- It may be better for the cleflors to

I« necks in the lalt elo&ion, no evit cou).l
| have happened.  And it is remarkabie
that the conflitation completdly protects
theay, as long as they ohey 1ts precents,
in the creation ol which they had
gency. abd 1o which they havelolemnty
agreed. Vo prove that 1 am caredtin
thele iders. 1 ant oaly refer to the coxlte-
rution but te the lecretary of fate (Mr
Madi'on'. In the Vauiaia dobufe, vol.
t. page g6, hig fays, ** But on acandid
examnination of hiftory, we thall find that
mirputence, wviolence and ubu e of paw-
er. by the majaruty erampiing o & dhe iights of
the mnsviry, have produced jaltions and
commotions which, in republics, huve
more frequently thun any other caufepro
duced detpontim.
whole hiftosy of anciznt and modern re-
\publicks, we fha!l Qnd their deflruciion
to huve generally relulted from -thofe
caufes, If we conifider the peculiar fito-
astion of the United States, and what are
the refources of that diverfity of fenti-
ments which pervades its inhabirants,
Lwe-fhall find great danger that the famg
caules may terminate hore. in the lame
tatal cffe@s which they produced in thole.
r¢publicks.—Lhis dange: cuglit 1o be
wifely guarded againt : Periiaps,in the
progrels of this difcutnon it will appear,
that the oaly poffible remedy or . thole
esils, and means of preferving and pro-
tecting the-principles of republicaniiin ;
will be tound in that very {yltem, wiich
is now exclaimed again(t as the pareut
of oppreffion.” "~ Lot
Mr. Paesiprstr, it has ofien been
{aid by the dilcerning and iudicious of

it

ftitution, -for its bréevity, its comprehen-
fivenefs, its perfpicuity, and the politi

evin mole is

[ e i

merits 7 and Fam that the ar

It we go over the

th's and other: countries, that ous con- |

cal fkill containedin it, was thebelt ftate,
paper ex-aat. I believe all thjs, and
; re juftly due toits

fizet by fates, than for all to be togsther,

o
reprefentatives ; which is the only poimt
i @uettion.

The wanner of ¢le&ing the Vice-Pre-
fident, as prepoled by the amcendments
not enly 1nvates ambitton 0 an uncheck-
cd operation;  but expoies uy to the le-
#Ciion of a lels impenani, and more un-
it perfon, 1han the conititutional provi-
ron. - I addiion @ his importance in
he goyenment ifing trom s inciden-
cal tuccetlion to the chiet magpiftracy, the
Vice-UPrefidentis ex-ofhicio, Prefident of
the senate, and gives a direct influence,

ey o i 8 et

!
| 1
|1

l

4 third voie 1 this body, in al} cafes of

cales of melt importance. Befides, his
influence as prefiding ofhicer is, perhaps,
more than equal toihe right of 2 vote.—
4 lt becomes therefore peculiarly smpor-

tant to the {mall fates, and to mineri-
tiesy - whofe fectitity refts in this body,
not only that their infleence in the slec-
tion ot Vice Prefident ihould nat be di-
minifhed ; but thar no meafure be adopt-
ed which may tend to bellow .the office
Juponan unworthy charatter. By the
propofed amendment, this charalter
muit neceffarily become a fort of make-
weight, and {tepping ftorte fo- the Pre-
fidency.,— As in recruiting for an army,
1 man, adlive;, and of a particular caft

commander in chief, is employed to ob-
tain recraits, and upon condition that
he obtains a given number, is to
warded with a ferjeant’s warrant ; fo in
this cale, the man who can procurea
given number of votes for prefident, will
be encouraged to. hope for the Vice-Pre-
dency ; and where will fuch charalters

04. .

to the ftate from which heis cholen, of |

cqual divifion, which are ufually the-

of charater, but not very proper for a°

be re;.

be fought aftet ! Ia Delaware ar Rhode-

[No. 408. ~

there the recruiting talents will be put

| in operation, becaufe the number of re-

cruits, or votes, will be {ufficient t5 tefk
his z&ive and recruiting merits. And

chance to meet an honeft purchafer.

I have already remaked upon the alrer-
“ation made by the Senate, in the reflolu.
rion pafled by the houfe of reprefenta-
tives, changing the number five to three.
But one addition made-this morning de-
ferves attention 3 I mean that which au.
thorizes the Vice Prefident to adminifter
the goverament, in cafe meither the firft
nor the fecond conftitutional ele®ors ef
tect a choice of Prefident.

This is a new principle, and its operaa-

other part of the propofed amendment.
Viewing it in ene pointof light, it may
be thought 10 confer a new power upon
the oenate ; that ot givinga Prefidenito
the union.- - And it is faid, thar this part
will recompenfe the fmali ftates, who
have the afcendency in the Senate, for

the injury inflited by the othér parts-of
It u be true, that the

the amendment.
lalf part rettores all which the tormer
parts have rak:n away from us, itis
conceivable, why any man can with to
pais a refoluti s, the parts of which thus
mntually deftroy each other.. Itis pofs
fible, thut by the fi¢te of mtriguc & rac-
tion, the electors may be induced 1o {cat-
ter their votes for borh Prefident and
Vice-Prefident, in fuch manner, as1o
prefent feveral candidates tothe hou'e lor

nate for vice-prefident.
the Senate might immediately choo'eor
feleét a vice-prefident.  Inthis ftate of
things, thereisan opportunity afforded
for an mirigue, -of a very extenfive and
alarming nature.  1The Senate, I mean
a majority of tiem, might with that the
man wham they had eleted vice-prefi-
dent fhould adminifter the government ;
and if the hiouie could be prevenred from
agreeing, their withzs would be graufi-
éd. The facifity of preventing over that
ot preducing a chioice is very obvious,

A bold addrels may be made to any
member of the houfe, without wounding
his pride, or offending his morality, to
adhere to his candidate, and not change
his vote fo as to effect.a choice. He can
be teld that there is no danger of leaving
tli¢ Unized States without a Prefident, as
there 1s one already chofen to his hand,

| by the Senate ; and this perfon may be
| more the cbjett of his wifhes, thanany
Lut this can never provethat they are | of the other caudidartes, hisfavourite ex-
'L Babile te corruption than the houle of | cepied.  Totlus procels the Scnate may
| pive a Prefident to the United prates.—

By ii the probatality of tuch a procels &
luch an event is increaled by the amend-
ment of this morning, it certamly cans
not rreatly recommend it For myielf,
| Lwijh furno alieration in the conftitutis
| on, 1ot even it its operation were di-
| reétly in favour of the tmall ftates, more
l etpecially, if tuch a tevonr is to be de-
| rived through a tort of double conlpira-
cy of inir gue, in the firlt place te op:-
rate on the dlcctors, and theén on the
‘houfe ol reprefentatives.  lefeems to me,
that the hmall {tates bad betier be con-
tented to enjoy the rights now fecured to
them by the conflitution, which they can
Lone?ly do, rather than{ubmit to a depri-
vation of their righes, for the fake of i/
boneily vbtaining a refteratiofi. of them.
Wemay charitably & fafely conclude that
thie mujority do not intend, by this part
of the amendment, to expole the coun-

——

i in my mind, a fuflicient ground for rc-
'

je€tion. -However the operation of this.

part of the amendment 1pay appear. in
thcory, as to other points, it feems to me,
that in ore point all mult agree, and that
is, “when the houfe of reprefentatives
know that the United States will be left
without an executive magiftrate, in cafe
they do net-agree 3 this awtul refponfibi-
lity, will fpeak ina voice too foud for

gard., And may I'not fuggelt, without
giving offence, that the operation of this
very refponiibility, has been proved, at
leait in fonie degree, im the proceedings
of the laft Prefidential election ?

1f this lat mentioned { ecurity be worth
i"prcfuvins, itfollows of courfe, thatthe
. _"_ . 1 s -

Ifland ? No fir, but in the great ftates ;-

tion is more uncertain, than that of any °

Prefident, and twe or more to -the Ses.
In-which cale

try to fuch a fcene of-iniquity.  And the-
uncet.ainty of ifs operations, alone, is,

the hardihood ot ?arry entirelv to dilre~

t view-we have|-thus-theofficeof Vice Prefidentwillbe
“ | fent to market, with hardly a poffible
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