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To the People of the U. States.
Friends and Pellows-Citizens,

T HE. period for a new election of 2 Citis
zen, to administer the executive'govery.

b .
-
-

ment of the United States, heigg not far |

~ distant, and the timeé actually arrived, when

your thoughts must be employed in desig-
nating the person, who is to be clodthed
with that important trust, it appears to me
proper, especially as it may condace to a
more distinct expression of the public voice,
that [ should now apprise you of the reso-
Jution I have formed, to decline being con-
sidered among the number of those, out of
‘whom a choice is to be made. .

I beg you, at the same time, to do me,
the justice to be assured, that this resolu-
tion has not ‘been taken, without a strict
regard to allthe considerations appertaining
to the relation, which biads 2 duciful citi-
zento his country ; and that in withdraw-
ing the tender of service which sileace in
my sitoation might imply, I am influeaced
by no diminution of zeal for yourfature in.
terest ; no deficiency of grateful respeet for
your past kindness : but am supported by
a full conviction that the step is compatible

The acceptance of, and continuance hi-
therto in the office to which your s
have twice called me, have beena uniform
sacrifice of inclination to the apinion of du-
ty, and to a deference for what appeared to
be your desire. I constantly hoped, that
it would have been much earlierin my pow-
‘er, consistently with motives, which I was
not at liberty to disregard, to return to that
retirement, from which T had been reluc-
tantly drawn. The strength of my inclina.
tion to do this, previous to the last electi-
tion, had even led to the preparation of an
addfess to duclare itto you; but mature

reflection on the then xed and critis |
cal posture of our affairs with foreign nati-

ons, and the unauimous advice of persons

entitled to my confidence, impelled me to

abandon the idea.

I rejoige, that the state of your concerns,
external as well as internal, no longer ren-
ders the pursuit of inclination imcompatible
with the sentiment of duty, or propriety :
and am pursuaded whatever partiality may
be retained for my services, thatin the pre-
sent circumstances of our country, you will
not disapprove of my determination to re-
tire, . :

The impressionis with which [ first un-
dertook the arduous trast, were explained
on the proper occ#sion. In the discharge
of this trust, I will only say, that I have
with good “intentiens, contributed towards
the organ‘zation and administration of the
goverament, the best exertions of which a
very fallible judgment was capable. Not
uncopicious, in the out-set, of the inferio-
rity of any qualifications, experieuce in my
own eyes, perhaps still more in the eyes of

bthers, has st hened the motives to |-

difidence of myself ; and every day the en-
creasing weight of years admonishes me
more and more, that the shade of retire-
ment i3 as necessary to me as it will be
welcome. -~ Satisfied that if any circumstan-

_tes have given peculiar value to my servi-
Ges, they were temporary, Ihave the con-
solation to believe, that while choice and
pridence invite. me to quit the political
Sceoe, patriotism does not forbid it.

. Inlooking forward to the moment, which_
15 intended to terminate the career of my
public life, my feelings do not permit me
10 .sdspend the deep acknowledgment of
that debt of gratitude which I owe to my
beloved country, for the many honours it
his confer-ed upon me ; still more for the
stedfast confidence with which it has sup-
ported me ;and for the opportanities [ have
thence enjoyed of manifesting mv inviola- |
ble attachment, by services faithfil and per-
Severing, though in usefulness unequal to
my zeal.  If benefits have resulted to oor

country from these setvices, let it always|.

be remembered-to out praise, and asan io-
stractive example ini our annals, that under
tircumstances in which.the passions,’ agi-
13ted inevery direction, were liable to mis-
lead, amidst appearances sometimes dubi-
ous—vicissitudes of fortane often discou-
riging—in sitnations o which not unire-
quently want of success has cbuntepanced
the spirit of criticism~——the. constancy of.
yoor supporz was the easential prop of the

¥

¥
PR

'Q- ...

i
&

aseta: &
| they were

RALEIGH,

a guarantee of the plans by which

eﬂt&d—&—lwfmndly penetrat-
ed with this idea, Ishall capry it with me
to my grave, as a strong incitement to un- |
ceasing vews that Heaven may contiuue to
you 3 choicest tokens of ity beneficence ¢
~that your anion and brotherly affection
may be pe ethat the free constitus
tion, which is the work of your hands, may
be sacredly maintained—-that its adminis-
tration.in every department may be stamp-
ed with wisdom wod virtee= '« ‘hat in fiae,
the hqiieum of the of these States,
under the auspiceés-of liberty, may be made
camplete; by so carcful a preservation and
80 prudent a use of this blessiog, s will
acquire to them the glory of recommend-
ingit to the applause, the affection & adop-

tion of every nation which is yeta strangen
to it, .

Here, perhaps, I ought to stop. Buta
solicitucle of your welfure, which cannot
end but with my life, and the appréebhension
of dangex, natural to that solicitude, urge:
me on an occasion like the present, to offer
t0 yeur solemn contemplation, - and to re-
commend to yonr_frequent review, some
sentiments ; which are the result of much
reflection, of no inconsiderable observation,
and which appear to me all important to the

rmanency of your felicity as a people.e—
Fhese will be offeredto you with the more
{reedom, as vou canonly fecl inthem the
disinterested warnings of a parting friend,
who ¢an possibly have bo personal motive
to bias his counsel, Nor can I forget, as
an encouragement to it, your indulgent re-
ception of my sentiments on a former abd
not dissimilar occasion.

Interwoven as in the love of liberty with
every ligament of your hearts, no recom-
mendation of mine s necessary to fortify or
coufirm the attachment,

The unity of government which consti-
tutes yoh onc prople, is 1lso now dear to
you. Ttis justly so ; for it is a main pillar
in the ¢difice of your real independence,
the support of your tranguility at home,
your- peace abroad ; of your safcty 5 of
yoar prosperity; of that very liberty whicl,
you so highly prize.  But as it is easy to
foresee, that from different causes & from
different quarters, much pains will be raken,
maoy artifices employed, to weaken in your
minds the convicsion of this truth ; as this
w point in your political fortress ageinst

ich the batteries of internal and external
enemies will be most constanly and actively
(though often covertly and insiduously) di-
rected, it is of infinite moment, that you
should properly estimate the immensc value
of your national Union, to your collective
and individual happiness ; that you should
cherish a cordial, habital and immaoveable |
attachment to it ; accustoming yoursclves
to think and speak of it'as of the palladium
of your political safety and prosperity ;—
watching for its preservation with jealous
anxiety ; discountenancing whatever may
sugpest eveq a suspicion that it can in any
event be-dhandoned ; & indignaniy frown-
ing upon the first dawning of évery attempt
to ulienate any portion of cur country from-
the rest, or to enfecble the sacred ties which
vow link together the variaus purts. :
For this you have every. inducement of
sympathy and interest. Citizens by birth
or choice, of a common country, that coun-
try has a right to concentrate your affecti-
ionts. The name of Awgrrcaw, which be.
longs to you, in your national capacity,
must always exalt the just pride of patriot-
ism, more than any appellation devived
from local diseriminations,  With slight
shades of difference; - you have the samie
religion, manners, habits and political prin.
ciples.—Youhavein acommon cause fought
and triumphed togethér ;. _the Independence
and Liberty you possess are the work and
joint councils, and joint efarts; of common
dangers, sufferings and successes.

But these considerations, however pow-
#rfully theyaddress themselved to yoursen-
sibility, are greatly“ontweighed by those
which apply more immediatcly to your in-
terest. Here every portion of our country
fiads the most Tommanding motives for
carefully guarding and preserving thie Uni-
on of the whole. -
The North, in an-unrestraified infer.
course with the South, protected by the
equal laws of a commen government, finds
in the production-of the latter, great addi-
tional resources ‘:! maritime and commer-
cial enterprize and precious meferials of
turing industry. The Sauth in

the same intercourse, benefitting by the | formation of tio treaties, that with ot § ooy

agency of the North, sees its agricnlre

(v.c) MONDAY, FULY 23, 1804.

the North, it finds its peculiar mavigation
-,invigqmud—'-mmlop?: comributes, in
defferent ways (0 nourish and increase the
general mass of ‘the sational navigation, it
looks furward to the protettion of a mari-
time streugth, to which itself is unequally
adapted,«~The Last ina like intercourse
with the West, alrebdy finds, and in the
progressive iniprovement of interior com-
munications, by land and water, will more
and more find 3 valuable vent for the com-
moditics which it brings from abfoad, or
manufactures at home.  The Wesr dérives
from the East supplies requisite to its
growth and gomfort-—and what is perhaps
of still greater consequence, it must of ve-
cessity owe the secure enjoyment of indis-
pensible outlets for its owa productions to
the weight, influence and the future smari-
time strength of the Atlantic side of the
Unien, - directed by an indissoluble com-
munity of interest as onc nation,. Any other
tenure by which the West can hold -this es-
-seotidl advantage, whether derived from
ils OWn scparute strength, or from an apos.
tate and unoawural couhection with any fo.
reign power, must be igtrivsically precari-
ous.

While then every part of our country
thus feels dn immediate and particular in-
terest in Union, all the parts combined
canaot fail o find in the united mass of
means and efforts greuter strength, greater
resource, proportionably greater secavity
from externaldanger, a less fuquent inter-
ruption ol their peace by foreign nations ;
and what is of inestimable value ! they must

breils and wars leitween themselves, wliich
80 frequently aflict neighbouring countries,

which their own rivalships alone would be
sufficient to produce, but which opposite
forvign alliances, sttachments and intrigues,
wounld stimulate and embitter. Hence like.
wige they will avoid the necessity of those
overgrown military establishmemts, which
under any fdrm of government are uniu-
spicjous to liberty, and which are to be re-
ded as particalarly hostilago Republican
iberty ¢ In this sense itis, that your Uni-
on ought to be considered as a main prop
of your liberty, and that the love of the one
ought to endear o you the preservation of
the other.

These considerations spéak a persuasive
language to every reflecting and virtuous
mind, and exhibit the continuance of the
Uniox as a primary object of Patriotic des
sire. Isthere adoubt, whethera common
goveriment can embrace so lavgea sphere ?
<Lt r:xpc'r'icn(r solve it- - To. listen to
mere cpeculation in such a case were Crimi
nal, . We are authorised tahope that 2pro-
per organigation of the whole, with the
auxiliary agency of governments for the re-
spective +y bdivisions,  will sftord a happy
issue to the experiment.  *Tis well worth
a fair and full expaiment.  With such
powerful and obvious motives to Unien,
affecung all parts of our country, while ex.
perience shall not have demonstrated its
mmpracticability, there will always be rea.

| son to distrust the patriotism of those; whe-{-

in any quarter may endeavour 1o weasken
‘its bands. =

In contemplating the causes which may
disturb otur Uniun, it occurs as matter of
serious concern, that any ground shouid
have been furnished for characterising pir-
ties by Geoévra/;himl.discriminations-'-Nwth-
ern and Sowthern—~—Atlantic and Western ;
wicncc designing men may endeavour 1o
excite a beliel that thereis arcal difference
of local interests and views.  One of the
expedients of party to acquire influence,
within particular districts, is to misrepre-
sent the opinions & aims of other districts,
You cannot shield yourselves too much a-
gainst the jealousies and heart-burnings
which spring from those misrepresentati-
ons ; they tend to render alien to cach other
‘those who ought to be bound together by
fraternal affecrion.
wegtern conntey have lately had a useful les:

"son on this head': they have seen, in the

negocistion by the Exetutive, and in the
unanimous 'vatification by
the treaty with"S{i2in, and in the universal

‘satisfaction at that event, ‘throughout the

United Swtes, a decisive proof how un-
founded were the suspicions propagated
among them of a policy in the general go-
vernment & in the Atlantic States uniriend-
ly to their interests in regard to the Mis-
SissiP1r - they have been witnesseato the

Britain snd that ith Spin, whick

to them every thing thy could

g::yfn‘?u oﬁ chlgx i the m
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derive from Union anexemptionfrom those

nottied together by the same government ; |
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confirming their ity ~—~Will j
be their wisdom wpm;c;orydu pru;:v::
on of these advantages on the Unton by
which they were procured 7 = Will they not
benceforth be deaf to those advisers, if
such there are, 'who would sever them from
tbei;- brethren and connect them with wli-
cns : o

To the eflicacy and permanency of
l..hnion, a Governmcmr-‘ior the whole m
dispensable—-No alliances, howaverstrict,
between the parts can be an adequate sub-
stithte ; they must incvitably experience the
infractions and interruptions which @ alli-
ances in all times have experienced,
sible of shis ‘moshentous truth, ‘yo e
1mproved upon your first essay, by-the adops
tion olf n‘ Co:l\af':l:;tion of Go?enz:nant beta,
ter calculated than your former for an inti.
mate Union, and fo:Lﬁc'egmul - -
ment of your common concerns,  This
Government, the offspring of our owa
choice, unipfluenced and unawed, adopted
upon full investigation & mature delibera-
tiop, completely free in its principles, in
the distribution of its powers, uniting se«
curity with energy, and containing within
itselt a provision for its own amendment,
has a just claim to your confidence & yoor .
support. Respect for its authority, coms
pliauce with its laws, acquieseence in its
measures, are duties enjoined by thefun-
damental maximsof true Liberty, Theh-
sis of our political systems is the right bf
the people 10 make and to alter their Con-
atitutions of Goveroment—But, the Cap-
stitution which at any time exists, tillchang-
ed by an explicit and authentic act of the

whole people, is sacredly obli

all.  The very idea of gu 'g:?:nydupd.:
right of the peopleto elnblislrl&vmn'xcﬁi,
presupposeés the duty of every individual
to obey ghe established Government, -
All obstruetions to the cxecution of the
laws, ail combinations & associations, under
whatever plausible character, with the real
design to direct, controul; coun or
awe the regular deliberation and action of
the coustituted authorities, are destnucsive
of this fundamental principle, and of fatal
tendency.  They serve to organise faction,
o give it an artificial and extraordio:
force—to put in the place of the de

will of the nation, the will of aparty, often
a small but artful and enterprizing minority
of the community ; and, atcb':(ﬁng to the
alternate triumphs of different parties, to
make the public administration the mirror
of the ill concerted and incongruous projects
of faction, rather than the organ of consist-
eot and whelesome plans di by com-
mea councils, and modi 'lsy.'l'ltlﬂlinf-

. LETests,

However combinations or associstions
of the above description may now and theg .
answer popular ends, they are likelyin the
course of time and things, to become
which canning, ambitions
and unpriacipled men will be enabled to sub,
vert the power of the people, ‘and to usurp
for themselves the reéinof government ; des-
woyiug afterwards the very engines which
have lifted them to unjust domidien.
Towards the preservition of your go«
vernment, and the permanency o ‘tb:rw -
sent happy state, it is requisite, hot only
that vou steadily discountenance irregular
oppositions to'its acknwledged authoricy,
but also that you resist with care the spirit
of innovation upen its principles however
specious the pretexts.—Oune method of as-
sault may be to effect in the forms of the
constitution alterations which will impair
the encrgy of the system, and tlius to un-'
dermine what cannot be direetly over-
thrown. Inall the changes to which you
may be invited, remember that time and'
habit are at least as necessary to fix the true
character of governments, as of other hu-
man - institutions-—that experi¢nca.is’ the

-surest ‘standard by which to test the real

tendency of the existing constitution of a
country—that facility in changes ipon the
credit of mere hypothesis and opinion, ex-
poses to perpetual change; from the endiess
variety of bypothesic and opinion ; and re-
member, especially, that for the eficient
man ent of your common interests, in
a «:gan: 80 exlensive a8 OUPS; @ govertiw
ment of as much vigor as is consistent with
the perfect security, of Liberty, is indispens
sible.  Liberty jtself will find in such ago=
vernment, with powers propierly distribuge

ed and adj itssurestguardian, Ivisg
government is tog

=  {Goncididin

enterprises of faction, 1o confine eachminis
the saciety  within the ki

d by the Taws, and to maintain’g h
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