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N AFFAIRS WITH SPAIN. *

oo in which this country has
relation (o Spain; has excied
on in every part of the uhion Mm
duced us to attempt a récapitulation of
of the leading-acts of our administration,
which have contributed to briog us inte this
situation, o
In the year 1802 a convention was nefo- |
tlated between the court of Spain-and otr
minister Mr. Pinckaey, in which it was
stipulated, on the part of Spain, that resti- -
tudon should be made to our mierchants
for spoliations committed on our commerce
by the Spaniards, during thedlast war. One
condition of the conventiol was that it
should be ratified, on the part of the Unit-
ed States, within twelve months, Haviog
becn duly sigoed, ‘it was immediately sent
to the president of the United States. The
first that was publicly koown of the exist-.
ence of this convention; sointeresting to the
commerce of ‘our countty, was about the |
middle of November last ; and then, strange .
3 il may seem to those vot well versed in
the secrets of democracy, not divulged by
the government bat through the medium
of this Gazette. Haviog learned (not from
an eastern senatdr, as has been asserted in
oae of Mr. Jeflcrson’s prints; but directly
from Europe) that such a convention exist-
ed and had been kept a profound seeret by
the administration for twelve months, we
called loudly upon the guvernment to lay it
Before the senate that it might be acted u
on, and that gbr-snffering merchants might
koow whiat protection they Were to expect
from the goverament, = After a great deal
of prevarication and contradiction on’ the
part of the governmental prints, ope day de-
nying thatany conveation had beén negoti-
stecd._between the two powers; another,
affirming that though a convention had been
negotiated, it related merely to the limits
of tepritory, aAd had nothing to do ‘with
wmmerée; on the third, confessing thit
such & convention as u&mﬁcdﬁ beén
executed in Spain and sent to the president;
and attemptiog to justify his conduct in
withholding it a whole year from the genate

ik e

and the country ; then denying that it -had |

been withheld, and declaring that it had,
more than' 2 year before, beet laid before
the senate and actually rejected by the fede-
falists, who were then a minority in that
body ; after all this scandalous . and impu-
dent prevarication, which filled Mr. Jeffer-
san’s papers for ‘months, behold ! just be-
fore the close of the last session of congress
forth came the identical convention, which,
by the magick wand of democracy, had so
often been carried thro’ the various states
of nonexistence, rejection, &e. &e. now ac-
tually ratified by the scoate; the federal mi-
nority to the contrary notwithstanding. L

was now promulged with great pomp, as a
proof of that'guardian care, which our go-
vernment is ready to exercise for th pro-
tection of commerce, and was returned,to

Spain for 2 .final exc of rati 8,
But mark the scquel. It hed been kept in
the pocket of the president till longafter the

twelve months eriginally stipulated had ex-
pired, and till after congress had authorised
the president to establish ane or more ports

on the river Mobile, withih the territory
clalm!:d - Spain. That court now refused
to ratifly the convention, alledging, that, af-
ter such a lapse of time, they ﬂm&eﬂ
the United States had abandoned the tlaim,
and as.the latter now manifested a disposi-
tion ta make encroachments upon their ter-
Titory, they would enter into no further ne-

er matters in dispute should be previous.
Herethe affair rests, and it is

that court in dispair of being
about an accommodation. «
That our readers may be able the
fully to comprehend the whole ¢
Ject, and to judge how far the conduct of
pur owh goverament has been censurable,
:fd‘_'lll h'elnh ::i«li recapitulate what we
bderstand to-havebeen the particular steps
taken by the adminiscragion, while the o
Yentian remained @ staté secvet. ; _
. Thatconvention, as bas already been men-

the last, mwm the
senate, which is a constituent part of t

treaty making , a8
da _ N i
ﬁ\tzn:qﬁﬁud that body, who, a
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w0l stivation for American. property taken
THE awkward and embarrssed sithati- | Freach cruisers and carvied i spuﬂ

situation an ordinary politician would have
thought it best to make sure of what was of.
feng. by ‘accepting the convention,.and, in

{ the mean time instructing our. piinister to

‘commenced his operatipns: the Spanish

‘the Aurora of the 18th.  We ébnsideritas-

es carried into Spanish ports by French
cruizers be tol , and all claims
 wpon the Spanish goversment on that ‘ac-
:g:nnt be forever vished. e =

of this sub- | .
i Thirdly, that the aet of the U. States au-
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be demanded from Spain than was .
edfornmblxthu in should enuke ro.

ports, , . The. ‘convention imade ,provision
only. for the payment of claims founded on
captures by Spaniards themselves. . In this

‘commence a pegotiation relative to the other
-subject. Our wise ppes thought otherwise,
and very sagely concluded to keép this con-
_vention a profound secret, until that pangmn :
of diplomacy, Mr. Pinckpey, should either
flatter or frighten the Spanish court into. a
compliance with their whole demand. This
‘course was accordiogly pursued : Pinckney |
Dons refused to comply : our goverament,
when too late, concluding to make sure of
what they could get, ratified the convention
as it stood originally, and had the mortifi- |
cation of being told that it would not be a-
‘greeable to the Spanish court to hear any
thing further upon the subject : so that our
distresapd merchants, while waiting for the |
money of which they have been plundered,
will have abundant leisure to contemplate
and admire the wisdom and profound poli-
ey of & democratic administration. The
remainder of the story may be told after we
shall have had time to pay fifteen millions
of dollars for Louisiana, and then to con-
quer the territory. _ i

We cannot dismiss the subject without
calling the attention of our readers to the
article below, which is published in the Phi-
ladelphia Gazgette of the 17th Sept. and in

coming, decidedly, from an cfficial seurce,
and may therefore be relied upon as con-
taining the real demands which the Spanish
court makes on our government.  From the
circumstance of our minister having left
that court, we may presume that our gé-
vernment tetermine not to comply with the
demands: and it is hardly to be eXpected
that Spain will consent to relinquish her
claim to 2 territory to which she tonceives
herself eatitled.—Timé alone can. disclosé
the consequences.
e §
From the Philadelphia Gazette.

NO- [.

Although a thick veil appears to cover us,
yet the particulars of our existing differ
ences with the Court of Madrid it is not
difficult to guess by a combination of pre-
vious events, and a comparison of what has
been lately published, thatthe heads or points
of our misunderstanding have been pretty
correctly stated in some of the Virginia pa-
pers, and in two ot three of these edited in
this city. ‘These accounts connected with
thé verbel informition obtaided from an
American gentléman lately from Spain, will
afford us materials enough to venture a few
observations on'a subject so important to
our country, In this inquiry we will ot
loose sight, that justice should be the basis
of our political proceedings, as more con-

nial to the principles which have hitherto

red our Nation, and in reality more
calculated to promote our true interest aud
hu[l)pincss. :
t would appear as if 8pain would refuse
to ratify our last convention with her, whose
principal object was te compensate these of
our ‘citizens and her subjects whe in the
course of the last wir had suffered injuries
‘contrary to the laws of nations, without our
previously assentifig to the fellowing pro--
positions. ,

First, that time be allowed to give notice
to their subjects of the Convention, which
has not yet: been done, as they considered 4
totally aban by the American govern-
meat. '

Secondly, that the article relating to priz-

thorising the President to establish one or
The first of these proposifions cannot be
considered as a very important one, but in
as much as itapy to be ey q:
;n 1am,admmﬁrbhﬁmn,
which did not take place on our parttill te-
e an semion of
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W0 years, it is not ouFintentioyto fnvesti-
‘gate, butiwhatever was the cause of it, it is

to justify on the rrt of Spain a suspicion of |
avi

Our government given it &W- )
ther.go At all events, ni?: such a stams of un-
«certainty, the Spanish admini could
not with. propriety or witholit ing the
risk of committing itself, send into his Ca-
tholick Majesty’s vastand distant dominions
the official information which in justice
should precede the meeting of the commis-
sioners, and this not having been done it
“appears but just thaty as we Aave taken our
own time, for the ratification, a reasonable
one may;be allowed in faver of the subjects ;
of the king of Spain,

of the Spanish opposition to ratify the con-
ventiop lays on the second praposition.—
The, expunging .altogether of our claims
for the prizes carried iato Spanishyports by
French cruizers cannot but deeply affect the
finances of some of our citizens ; but let us
ot be led astray by our fecli_r':'gi, and let us
proceed to the examination of this impor-
tant topic; with candor and impartiality.
,By our last convention with France, we
entirely gave up, and without any limitation
or modification whatever, our claims, for the
injury received from her, and obtained as
‘a compensation the advantagh of being re-
lieved of the burthensome and heavy obli-
gation imposed tipon us by the treaty and
conventien with Louis the XVI, /in the
year 1778 : Our demands would Rave been
otherwise censiderable; but we must con-
fess, the retribution was also great.  This
business thus settled, it is evident we can-
not call upon Spain for the injurious re-
ceived from France, in her ports & coasts.
Withous entering into the examination of
the peculiar situation of Spain towards
France at that period, Spain catinot appear
@t as 2 mere accessary 10 the offence j—
nce being in reality the principal—and
having by our last convention relinquished
and sbandoned all our claims wpon the
French republick, Spain then is cvidently
released fromgall ebligation towards s, in
the saihe manner, that if a creditor wasby a
cofpromise, to abandon his right .over a
debtor, his bail or security would become
ipso facto equally abselved and frce. ‘Many
striking obbervations could be made upon
this. % shall content myself with bringing
forward one which appears to me to becon-
clusive, '

If Spain dould be compelled to make sa-
tisfaction to the United States for the inju-

which the lacter has released or relin.

uished to France, that rclease would be

efested to every useful purpose, as France
would now be liable to Spain tor the same
damages which it was intended to be dis-
charged by the release of the United States.
Now, a felease as well as every other con-
tract or engagement implies that nothing
shall be. done by the grantet, directly or in-
direttly to defeat his bonm fide intent or ef-
fect.  If therefore the claim preferred by
the United States upow Spaio will, if ad-
mitted indirectly, defeat the release granted
to France, such claim must be pronounced
to be illegal, :

It has been pretended, that Spain' was in
reality the principal aggressor, but this as-
sertion totally unsupported, is tow weak to
deserve any notice. The principal aggres.
sors were those who committed the firstact
of hostility, and in the cases complained of,
it is notorious, that the French privateers
were the first aggressors, the territorial ju-
risdiction establishing but a secondary re-
sponsibility or, properly speaking, ‘a post
factum vesponsibility. '

We willnot pretend to the claim of supe-
rior informition when we shall affirm, that
this business was before tke Senate in the
last session-of Congress : the circumstance
was perfectly known out of deors. and it
was equally reported, that the observations
on the partof o

the subject, were of & cast and solidity not
to be casily answered or controverted.

- Among nther circumsiances Which have
[ leaked out, it was whispefed that the Span-
ish Ambassador here,
fore to some of the most eminent -
| lawye1s in the United States, a theoretical
question upon, this subject, exposing with |
accuracy and exactness, all the principal and
collateral circumstances, and concealing the

al interested powers by a substitution of
ﬂiﬁlﬂlm ,Tz\mhpdm_rili-'
mwwﬂ&'w : T ‘

notwithstanding to the impressio

T

but too true, that there has been on our side |
sych a rastination in the business, so as -

. The.most important and inlicreltin‘é p.;lrt

governmentof Spain upon |

had some months be- |

g | that

. [No.449."

I declared insnbstanee that the United Segtes
had not the least claim upon the Spani,
vernment for, the injurics of the French pri-
vatgers on the coasts and ports of Spuin,
after we had given up, by the ladt con-
vention with France, all our right to the
sdid chim.  The Senafe felt the impossi-
bility of the "recovery ; pothing was deoe
tpon the subject, and it is more than proba-
ble it hge only been brought forwardiugsi
“our government, with the ioten :
give, through the means of this des
retention, some
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 To'th Editor of the Charleston Gouriers . ..

S, . .
Plesfs
mation of the public, the folloswing ciccwlar letter and
memorial, ehich bave been agreed wepon by the joine -
committee of the Stdty Society of Cimcinnati, and of
the American Revolution Society;“im purfuance of
Fefolutions adopted by thefe Sacicties. g

Cuanrestoy, 8, C. Sept. 12, 1804.

Carolina State Sotk 2

American Revoloti@8Society, a joint com-
-wittee for drayghting #hg-circulating 4 me-
morial to the fure, praying for legis-
lative interferenge 1o restrain the practice of
DUELLING, we have agreed on the inclesed

SIR, ,
Having been

earnest rccr;ut tmt you would use yoar
most vigerious éxertions to have it general-
ly signedy It is unnecessary to dilate on
the mischicVous consequences of nUgLLING,
to induce your éndeavors to cheek 2 pric-
tice 0 dishonorable to this state, in which’
it is our boast to be governed by laws and
not by mieny The nccessity of applying to
the Legislature, cn the subject, is obvious ; -
for it is well known, that the existing laws
have never brought any Ducllist to serious
inconveniences, and there is well founded
reason for believing that they néver can, in
consequence of the weight of precedents to
the¢ontrary, Our onply altérnative, there-
fore, is to acquiesce in the practice of DUEL-
LING, or to restrain it by avew law. The
difficulties of framing any law, that may af-
ford an adequate remedy to the evil, are
great, but not insurmountable.

It is not 10 be supposed that our Legisla-
ture is less wise than that of several of our
sister states, whose laws have been so opera-
tive that in several of them DueLsare abso-
lutely unknown, If 2 respectable number
of the friends of good government, morali-
ty and religion, sign the memorial we have
fory wded, or any similar one; the Legisla-
ture, ever attentive to the wishes of their
constituents, will enter seriously on the by-
siness, and we doubt not of their ability, to

abolish the evil: . :
Independent of any law which may be
passed, the sentiments ol the most respects
able part of the community, in :Xpﬁl'ltioll to.
DUELLING, declaredand avowed by signing
the memorial, will have a very beneficial efs.
fect. It will tend to correct the public
nion, and to réstrain all who wish for‘,&:
esteem of their fellow-citizens, from engag-
ing in a practice, which the virtue and good
sense of the community have so pointedly
denouncerd. These, and many other argu-
ments, which must occur on reflection, will
be sufficientto convince you, that in procur.
ing signers to the. memorial, you will doa

support (0 others of a difs

frame such regulations, as will certainly .

service acceptible to God, and beneficial to

man.  We have further to request you, to
forward the memorial to Columbia, by the
4th Monday in Novem. next, that they may
all be presented together to the Legislature,
on the first day of their meeting ; when we
hope for the sublime pleasure of secing an
abhorrence of duelling pointedly expressed
by many thousands of our most deserving

citifens, : .
We are, with great respect,
Your most obedient servants,

CHA C. PINCKNEY, ) Cushimitren
JAMES KESNEDY, i of the
- WILLIANM READ, Cincinnal,
~ ' DAVID RAMSEY, Commitee
MENRY W.ORSAUSSORE,( _ofibe
AMES f?ow‘bﬁlﬁ g & poered
CHARD FURMAN;
- P. S, Impressed with a firm belief thae
mauy advan ‘would result from illumi-
nating the Pual mind on thnorin:l-mntr
‘of the spirit and principles of the ‘practice;,
agaiost which the memotial is knlm,t:t'
would, at some convenient edtly

| day, preach 3 sermonon the Sinand folly of
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memorial, and trainsmit it to you, with our
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