ec

the

‘rance Al e (t endezvors
to admmiter faithtully the Execnative
Deparrment, and will zealoufly ro-ope-
rate with ycu in any meafure which may
tend to tecure the liberty, property, and
perfonal fatery of curfellow-citizens, and

1o conlolidate the repuhcan forms and |

principles of our Government.
In the courfe of your feflion you fhall

yeceive all ‘the aid =vhich I can_give for

the difpatch ot the public bufinefs, and
‘all the intormation neceflary for your
deliberaticns of which the interelts of
. “our own count'y, and the confidence're-
-poled in us by others will admit a com-

~munication.
TH: FEFFERSON.
December 3d, 1805.
S . . pacse

CONGRESS.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 2, 1805.

—

This heing the conftitutional day for the
meeting of congrels the two Houler convened
at the Capitol.

= SENATE.

Twenty membira teok their [cats, wherewpon+
‘the Vice Prefident of the United States not be-
.I'nn prefent, the Sevate proce: ded. by ballot to
the choice of a Prefident pro iempore  The bal
lots having been taker, it appeared that SAM-
VEIL 8MITH of Marylaud, baviog 15 votes,
was culy ce@ed.

FHQUSE or REPRESENTATIVES.

Ar 12 o’clock an ennmeration having been
“nade, it sppeared that cne hundred aud fous
members were on the floor.

The former Clerk (Mr. Beckley) having
communicated this circumflance to the mem.
ers, and that the numher of members prefent
formed a.copfinational guorum, [uhmitted k.

- queltion whe her they were veady to proceed
to bulinels, whi:h being decided in the ellirma
tive, the Clerk oSferved that the bulinels, ufu
ally fuft attended to, was the eluétion of a
Speaker, and {ubmitted whether they would
ghen procesd to fuch cleztion, which being de-
aded 10 the aflicmarive the Cleik mame) McfTis

Nichallon, Crawnipathicld aud Thomaea con.
mitice tocoun the ballots ; which, being given
-apd connted, Me. Nicho!fon reported that the
whote hallote given were 106, which were giv-

. en zg-frl“"“‘ﬁ H

For Nsthaniel Macon

}nl’eph B. Virnum

oba C. Smith

Joba Dawlon
Avdiew Grogg
Of which b.llots ro geatiem
Lyy thee wis no choice. :
Whercdpon'a fecoud baliot tuok plice which
wolluedep followss S |

Wtole number of ballote—10%

For N Mican
J- B Vartun
j C. Smith
J Dowfon 7
A Gregg 3

A mijority not ¢concuUTrIng 10 any one gen-

“alemar there was an eloectiow. :

‘A third bajict was thew tohen as follyws ;
Whole namber of baliots— oG,
For N Macen
] B. Varvum
] C. Smith
J Diwlcn
A. Gregg
Thomas Moore
l) {']u!ll-t:s
This refult havipg peen veporied by My,

Nictolfon, and it appearing that NATHANI

LL MACON had a mejority of the hailois

giver, he wis condudied o the chatr by Melts

51
27
16
10
2

:p having a mijori-

53
26

 ji ;
B

S‘.

~
13

4

Nicholica acd | Randolph i fiom  whivh e |

made his acknowledgments to the Houle,

The IIocie proceeded to clect a glere by
bullot, the Speaker having named the fame gen-
tlemen tellers as were appointed on the choice
of a Speaker.-

“ On counting the ballots, it appeared that of

giie hondied and three valiots given John Beck-

ey T-al 85, and William Lambert 1 ¥, antt that
coulequently John Beck'ey was culy dettad

Llerk. - -

“ ke Speaker lsid before the Houle aletrér

' from the-Clitk reprelenting the mealurcs taken

by him tn cxecotion or the mder of the Haoule

—of Feb. 28, t8og, relative 1o the lupply. of
%riueirtg und Stationary for the Honte; by
which it appears that propolds for Printing
“$sd been received. from A and G Way, Solo

“mon Myer, R Dinmnore +from Boufor and Fal.
ton fox paper; and from Eduar Patterion for

“the Staussary ; and that contradls had been
made with A, and G Way for the Ptir.lin‘i;.

“arid with Edgac Patterfon for the Statinnary,

Referied to the Committee of Accovots,

. Oa potien of tdr. Thomas a commitiee con
fiting of fcveotcen members was appointed to
cuguire and report whetler any and what dltesa-

aions dte reguifite in the afls relative w poit

officcs and ‘poit roads:

Acknstledgments of the Speaker oa taking

_ the Chair.
CenTieMeyN,-

: * Acgept my fincere thanks for the howor
you have ‘eonferied on me. Permit we toal
dure you that my wtmoR endeavours will be ex.
erted to difcharge the daties of the Chair with
Gidelicy, impartiality and iuduftry ; aud that L

_ c'y‘{’n eonfiderce on the liberal and can-
did fupport of the Houle.” :

e —E——
2 ]

L)

DECEMBER

Mr. T homas oficred the folowing refolution :

Refolved, That a commiteee be appointed to

enquire whethzrany and what amendmeiits are

neeeffary vo be made o the acts eflablithing a

p % eflice and ‘poll ronds, aad to yepurr by
bid i odte wife '

Anreed to, and referred to the tommittee on
polt offices and poft ruads. '
On motinn of Mr. J. Clay, . 7

Refulved, That the committee on poft offices
and polt roads be inftru&ed to enquire whether
any and what abufe c.its ¢f the privilege of
fracking letters, and to report fuch provifion
asin their opinion will tend to remedy the fame.

Committees appointed by the Honfe of Reprefent.

atives.

Committee of Ways and Means—Mcflia John
Randolph, Nichollon, J. Clay, Q_incy, Mer.
riwether, Dicklon and_Mofely.

Committee of Commerce and Manufelures.—
M. {:s. Crownicthield, MacCrery, Leib, Eartly,
Dara, Newton, snd Mumiord.

Commitie of Claims—Meffrs. J. C. $mith,
Holmes, Bedinger, Stanford, Sianton, P. N.
Moore and 1'homas Moore.

. Commiitee of Ehgions—Meflre. Findley; EU
mer, Eppes, Cliticoden, Schuneman, Bidweil,

Committee of Rewifal and Unfinifbed Bufincfs—
Meffre Tguny  Alfton, and Clot worne.

Csmmittee 1o preparc flanding Rules and Orders
Meflrs Varnum, Dawfon, 1almadge, Gregg,
aud Holland,

Commiltee en Poff Offices and Poff Roads—
Y s Thomas, R, Wnicehill, Betron, Cock
Eilior, Xnight, Sturges, Covirgton, Clopton,
Sandfmd, M. Williams, Rhea (of Ten) D/ R.
Willams, Mead, Jer. Morrow, Southard aud
Lewin, .

Commitice of Aczounts—Meflis. Conrad, Da-
venport, and Cutts.

Comusitiee to wait on the Prefident at the opening
f 8:fim—Mellrs. J. Rindo ph, Davenport &
Cutu, ,

————

DrerMier 4. :

A memerial was prefence?, praying that. pre~
vifion may Le made for a lLmdll Iighl howfe on
Sandy Point -

R ferred 1o the Committee of Commerce and -
Manuladtures.

An evgrefled bill mzking an a_pprnpr'ral}nn of
6s0 coo doliars towards defraying the expences

-

the previcas tppropriations had proved infuffic:

divifi ., :

Oa motion of Mr 7 Randolph the Houfe re-
{.led it into a commnittee of the whole ou
the iiate of the union.—

General Varnvwm in the Chair,
Mr. F. Randoph vficied the following'refa |
tMifone 3

1 Refoived, That fo much of the MefTage of
the Prtident af the Muited Stares, a relates
to the fubje& of quaremtive and health Taws, be
referred to the committec of Comra‘m\rmrand Ma.
nuf.¢tu-es. L '

2 Rejolved. Thar fo much of the MefTage of
the Pictulent of the United Srates, as rlares to
tre appreflivas conamitted on vur coslts by fo.
reign armed veflils, to the defence of cur ports-
apd harkours, (o the butlding of fevenry four
pun (hips, and to the providing of arms and
ammunition, be refarred to a {ele@ commitiee. :

3 Rafolved. Uhar fa much of the Meflage of
the Prcfident of the United States, as relates toi
the orgar iza'ion and claffification of the militja,
and 1o the augdentation of our lond forees, be ¢
referred to 7 tele& committee,

4 HNefo'ved, that fo much of the M-Mize of
| the Prefident of the Uniced States, as relites to
our naval prace eltablifhmeut, be referred to a
fcle® committee.

Previcug to a decifion on thefe refolutions,
{ Mr. Bigavell 10le and faid that it wa: hig with
to offer an addinona! refalution relativeto a fub
ie& not embraced in them.

T e Chairman obferved that the refolutions
fict offcred mutt in poinc of arder be fidl deci- .
ded wpon, zfter which therefolution alluded so.
conld be received, arit might be read io argu.
ment while they were uvder conlideration,

l

ly read and agrecd to withiont a div fiag,
Alr. Nicholfon {aid he would offsy asother re-’
folution, the fubflance. of which was not em-

braced in the 1ctolutions (ubmitted by his friend 3

troin Veogrinia—viz s - _ _
.’\‘f;"f:”n-‘c’d. That lo much Of the M\'{T‘kc of
the Dichident.of the United Siates, ae relates to

L
».‘-’.5

*heerndu® 6Fthe belligerest "powers towards

| (8¢ United Srates, and to the unjultifisble
cenllruétion lately given by (ome of them to the

trals, be referred to dhie gomimittce of Ways
and Mcars. T ! ' ’
M. Bidweil {aid this 1cfolution embraced
in lome meelung his objeét i but as it did not
exaftly compert with it, he would take the li.
‘Berty of reading, by wey of argument, tlie fe-
{o'ution which he had prepared, Mr, B. thea
te2d the following retolution : Y
Refelved, That [» much of the Meflage of the
Prefident of the United States, #@ relates toin.
juries_dooe to us, a8 a vewtral vation, by the
interpolation of new; wnjult & ynacknowledged
priaciples into the law of nations, be referred o
& feh & committee, with inflra&ivn to erquire

| in What 1efpe@ts, and to whet.extedt, our gey,

ted States rr_qnixa, to conatciadl

fuch rielati-
ous. < 7

M

.

Saen

and El s, :

of the Navy during the year 180g, for which |

ent, was read a third time and paffed without 2

The fore oing refolutions were then feveral..

law of nations as it_rcgarda the vights of neu -

tral rights have thus been violaigd, ‘acd what le.
giflative meafures the trve imerch of the Uni. |

arked that this refolution

went further thaa that offered by the gc‘nt!cman
from Maryland, So far as that rcfsflltt'un wcn_t
4t met his ideas  But he thought it cught to
o farther : and fhoull it not be adopted by
the committee. he would afterwards move !h.
one he had ju# read. His reafon for?hmlung
the boufe enght te go further was this, We
have been intormed by the Profident that new
prineiples have been intcr}:u]utd by foreign
powers into the law of pations:  What thele
principles are is not ftited, excepl in One in
flance. To what extéit they have been carried
we are not informed. We have. 1t 18 true, out
door ioformation oa the fubjed 3 b}:t not of
fuch a natuye as to juftify our a&ing 1o our Je-
giflative capacity.  Thefe principles as well 8
the injuries we have reccived were, 10 I}u opmi
on, a proper ful jo&t for the iovefligation of a

committee. o=
Me. Nicholjon faid he could not conceive in
ions differed except in lan.

what the two refoluti ]
guage. They both embraced the fame (_;an_¢&
In one refpe& only they differed. While the
refolution of the gentleman from Maflachufetts
referred the futject ta a feleft committee, his
own ref lution referred it to the committee of
Ways and Meaos, The invelligation contem-
plated by the gentleman could be as well made
by the cammittee of Ways and Means, a8 by a
{ele@ committee. Nor was it neceflary for this
purpofe to give them any infirucions. If the
| fubje@ required invefligation, it would be their
| daty to meke it, aod to lay the refuit of the in-
veligation before the houle. It would be al-
lowed that it wasa fibjeét in which the revenue
was moft dieply interetted, and as fuch proper-
ly the proviace of the committee of Ways and
\ Meane. Fer Lig own part, Mr. Nicholfon faid,
| he conld have no obj-Qion to the 1¢folution of
| the gentleman from Maflachuletts § but as his
own refolution embraced the fame obje® and
weat to the [ame extent, hg perceived oo rea.
fon againlt adoptiug it.

Mr Quincy could not sgree that the refolu
tion offered by the gentlenan from Maryland
either embraced the fame obje@, or went to the
fame Tength with thar propofed by his colleague.
He thought that cffered by his colleague far
preferable, s it was more extenfivé in its views.
| He was of epivion, that whatever committee
was appointed (hould invelligate the nature of
the pringiples ailuded to in the M fTuge, as well
as the meafures referred to.  The committee of
Ways and Mecans were not bound to meke a
| fpecial report off the fulject | they might con
| tent themfelves witl: a goncral one ; and it might
i he necefT ry afterwards to zppointa vew com

Mr. Bilwell rem

|

| mitree, to make the requisite ihveftigation. M-.
! %was the more anxious, as he thought it ne

¢ Il-ry that a complete inveltigation (hould be
made inthe Houfc of the nature and extent of
the principles referved to the meflaype,

Rand the gentlemaa from Maryland whea ‘he
told them that the futje& contemplated to be
referred naturally and exciutively fell within the
proper jurildickion of the committee of Ways
and Means.” 1t would be admitted anall hands
that the fu'j-@ waw not only imporeant, bot
likewi(2 nevel.  Ourit ention in forciblffealled
in‘the meflage to thisas a fulj-& of the firlt
uupartance

¢ New principles too have been intcrpnfa'.cd
“inte the law of nations, founded peither in
“jultice wor the uluge or ackuowledgment of
“namtious.  According to thefe, a belligerent
¢ tzkes toiifelf a commeérce with its owa enemy,
« which it denies 10 a neutral, onthe gionnd
€ of its aiding that enemy in the war,  DBut
#yeafon revolts at (och an iscouvfifteacy, and
w the peutral having %equal right with the belli-
« perent to decide the queltion, the interefts of
“ our ¢oaltitbents, and the duty of maivtaining
+ the apthority of 1eafon, the ouly umpire be.
¢ tween jult nations, impolc oo ue the-obliga-
+ tion of providing an elfeftual and determined
* oppofition to a do@rine fo injurious 1o the

&4 yighta of peacesble uations,

Our stteation is.call:d t» the important point
of new interpolations into the law of nationsg, or

1 in other words, te the adoption by the govern.

went of ane or more loreigo pawerd of what 1s
confidered as a modification of the ancient laws
of nations, as accommodatisg them to their
wifhes, and 23 introsucing ngw pringiples which
they wifli 1o impofec upon other natiors.  How
‘a fubjc & o important naturally. and neceffarily
bedupgs to the commitice of Ways and Means
it was impofliple for him to fay. But, fays the
pentleman, itis a quellion of revenue, How (a?
';[1 may effect the rewerue incideuntally,; bat the
‘qhnﬁid‘n of revenue, from its comparative unim-
| portapes, s veonce merged and loft in the more
important queftion, whether: we thall pafiively
{ubmit to the introdu&tion of new principles to
be impofed upon mcutrsls, by any government

fluence. ~ On this (utje@, Mr. Elliot faid he
Yhonght, a8 it appraved by the MefTage the Ex
“ecutive thought. that it poffefled preat imoor
tance in itlelf. Nor did he conceive it poflible
to prefent any view more important than that
tsken by the refolution of the gentieman fiom
MclTachuferts,
committee of Ways aod Mcare were fully coms
perent to an jnveftigatuon of the fubject s in
[ their ability to inveftigate it he had full conf
‘depce.  But he thupglit they had fufficient bu-
Tinela in their proper [phere to occupy their. at-
tention. For thefe reafons he hoped the igfo
lution effered by the genileman from Maryland
would be reje@ed.  and that {ubmitied by the
[ geotleman from Maflachuletts fubftituted ia its
room.

Mr. Gregg thought abe gentleman from Mal-
fachufetts would:fully attain Lis obje@ by offer
ngl!pllt of the iclolation he bhad Tead w

1

By Eliot faid hedid not perfeétly uoder. |

whatever, however powerful or exterfive ite in-

He ackunowledged thac-the

amendmest to the reflolniion before the Hoi,
The refolution of 1he gentl-man embrace *
diftic& parts § the ir regarded the ohje&,
beer quired into; znd the latt infliu€ted e ,_.n m.
mittee how 10 3. The refoluticn of 1}, e
(fefian from Marylard embiacer the .’am“.lgr‘;r:-
I'te end thert fare of the gentlemap ppp mhj; [“
F fachufctis would be fally gained by adcing‘g-“
infliuttive part of bis own telolotddn s, .'.-{;.
ation veder dilcuflion.  As wthcd.;r(','.r;.é'
'berween a flanding snd el & cominitree, it';"‘
not fo important 28 11 appeared to be to the gen
thoman from Vermoat. The fotje& from T':
claruéter paturully came before the commineg
of Ways and Mecars ; ind it was underfiond
that fanding committees went throogh 1l tis
finefs referred to them with mote regularivy thag
felc& committees.
Mr. Eidwell 1aid that if genileren attenyive-
ly confidere) the two refolutions, thq "unld
find that the 1ofolution cffcred ty the gentlempis -
from Maryland did not go the fame egiene
with the refolution whick he had had t1¢ hongt
of propofing. The former referred to by one
Principle, and limited the fubjeét 1o conﬁ.:‘.cn
tions cunne&ed with revenue. It appeanaié
¢him that from cwt-doos information, it wogld
be found thae varicue principlcs had besp affic!
med relative to the laws of nations t@ whick
we ight not asa feutrat ration chocfe 1o fbb-
wit. It wes true that the fulj & was conmidied
with the revenue ; fohowever, was every fup
je&. . Every fubje&, whether cotneéted witha
(tate of pesce or war, would acceflarily were
or lefs affe@ the revenue. Thnugh this way
the cafe with this fubje&, it ought oot to he
corfidered ss primerily conneSed with reve.
nue. Urder prefent citcumftacees we do ey
covfider it principally #s coune@®ed witl fie
naoce, bnt with oither futjséts. Mr. Bidwell
faid be had no. particular wifhet wiuth regard
to the committee to be sppeinted im this in
flance ; but ke did wiih the {olj. & egamin-
ed io more exterflive views than was ‘coptem.
pleetd in the refoltion. 3 '
Mr. Nicholfon oblerved that the priscpal ob
je&ion made to the refolution be had offcred was
that the Comwities of Ways and Means were
not bound to inveltigate the (01 j:&, avd (ubmit
10 the Houle the refnit of - thaw - imveltiyation,
Some gentlemen think it neceflary that Ty kroce
tioos fhonld be given by the qemmittce 1o in-
fure foch an Jioveftigation. | Mr. Nicholfou
faid that he had known inftaboes within the
cousfe of the ix paRt yezra iawhich » futjc&
appearently fimple had produded a volamirosu
report without any inRiu@idn of the Hoale;
aud he had known other iofkdees in whicha
'utjeét of great imjortance hyd been referntd,
oo which there had been roparted a fimple re-
folution, which- aflterwards became the fubject
of argument withia thefc wills. 1 in this cale
an inveltigation is dufired thiere is no coubt but
that the commiitee of wafs and means cin
make it, and pive the refult to the Hoofe. He
recollefted fome years sgox (mple refilution
was relerred to a commitiee of which ke hadthe
heoor to be chainmen, ‘They confidered rbe
fubjeét as of valt importance, 'and thought #
| proper in“their regort 1o go w length into ir,
I'be report was made, and on it was predigated
the cxtenfive purchafe of Loujliana. Yel in
this cale, there were no inﬂnlsiiolm given,—
The commitiee notwithd roding honght it their
duty tocrguireioto the tul judk ¢ they accor
dingly did enquire, and made the report aliu®
ded to. i '
In every point of light in which the prefent
fu!uje{l could be viewed, it woukl be foundio
affcét the revenue. I here ate'various ways in
which we may attack the belligerept nations.
We may attack them by lecd or by fea—
The preparations required for thi p\uvbk may
not only fink our prefeat revesie, but render
it peceffary to refurt to the raifing adduiooal
reveoue. Should there bea nom impeiratioa
aQ, which had been lately a fubjed of divevili-
on in the public prinis. it would neceffaniy
affe & cur reverue, 3 d Leloredtevnld pe agine
to or a&ed on, it wovid be ahfoldlely nect Ti-
ry foc the’ committee of wayaand means to co.
ter into an iuvelligation how the neccflary re.
veoue could be obtaived, Ifwe resoit 1o the
expedicat of railing the dutics aa marufaliurcd
artictes. he would afk if that were net, a proper
futje@@ for the cemmitice of ways aud
means. T'he mealurecould net bur affe& our
revenue deeply, ard would it not becomie necef-
fary for the committee of ways aud wcens to
enguice to’ what extent the dutics might be
laid without. producing the ueceMity of refort-
Wz tonew taxes. - But as the getiemen from
Msflachuferts was defiraus of wl:u&ting the
committer, he had no  obje@ion to o wedify
bis refolusion ai to add ot the latter paitof

d g

1

}

the refolution offcred by him.
* So modified the refolution was vezd from the -
Chair 28 follows : ' gt
5. Refolyed, That (o much of tbe m. ffage of
the Prefigett of the U. 5. a8 relates to the
conduét of the beliyerent powers towardsthe -
U. 5. and to the unjuftifiable conftru@ion late:
ly given by fome of them to the law of vatiois,
ak 1t regards the riphts of peutral, be referred to
-the committee of ways and means; with imitruc”
tions to irquire. in what “refpeéts, aud ta what
exteat our peuiral rights have heen violated, &
what legiflative mesfuies the true interelt of the
U. 5. reguires to counteri@ {uch violations.
Mr . Bidweli enquired 1o what commitgee the

defenfive meafures recomnmended by the' Prefi-
dent had becn referred. .

. The Chairman replied to*a fele&" committee.

- MriBidwell {iid that fubje& appeared to
him as much coone&ed with the revenue 38
principles which relpected the law of mations — .
if that fubje&@ had been referred with propricty
toa fele& commitice, furcly this might alle

*
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