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Mr. J. Raxnorru obferved that fome time
bad clapfed fince he pave potice that he thould
call up his refoluticn for amending the conftitu
tion of the United itates.  The ftate of his
health hiad not admwitted of his taking his [eat

before this dey. He, therefore, availed himfelf | Pennlylvania is called wp, we arcto!d bf gen. | time 0 give me vore

of the Brft opportunity to moee that the Honfe

fhould refoive itfelf into a committes of the |is important bufinefs which we ¢xpect 10 have | as !

thing, which paffed while we were fitting in
conclave,
t members, who weie reprefented as the only
|hindran-rrs to- the difpateh of bufinefs, were
withdrawn f{rom the Houle for one or twe
weeks, every thiag would have boen completed.
| I expe@ed the adoptian of very efficient mea.
fures towards Great Biftain.  Taftead of this

1 ind nothing done. And pow, when an a-
!mcndment to the corfitution ig brovo'lat for
| ward, which i3 2'lored to be very ihportant,
[and when the refolution of the gentleman from

| tlemcn we cannot attend to thele ol jeéts j there
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But I did hope when one or two,
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time when the {Joufe fhall be fuller, whena
decifirn can be maje after mature refe&ion.—
For traly a3 to the provifion under the conflitu-
iom, can auy man be {o mad er foolifh aste
“thirk of agaia trying it 2 I coolider the deci.
fisn o the laft NTioa a3 baving eftablifhed thiy
{ prancdsih—:hat an offcer of the Unite? Siates
may #¢t in 35 corrupt a mauwaer as he pleales,
without there being aoy conflitotional provifion
tocoll him to aa=ccunt.,

M. Grega. - lcd but Kuls concerned as to
| the fate of this motion. I am ready at any
oa the refolation. At
now fiands, T {hall vote a'g:ﬂ‘ {t it, bat modihed,
have [z:n iu the kanda of a geotlemain from

-

whole on the flate ol the nuion, with the view | at foae future day before us, and therefore we | Virginia, 1 fhall vote for it, Bur my principal

of taking that 1eflolution into confideration.
Mr. Matters moved a poftponement.
The Speaker [1id there couid be no poftpane-
ment of o 1u']e@ referred to a committee o ll.ac
whele oo the fate of the union, as it wa= 1

" order evety day to take up bufinels fo referred.

Mr. J. Randolph (aid if gentlemen were nue
prepared, he had no objc&ion to wave his call
uotil to-morrow,

The Speaker recnrked that there could be
no debate on the prinrity of bufiuefe. .

Mr. Conrad mowzd to difcharge the commat.
tee of the whele from lurther confideration of
the refolutinn,
Liis reafons for this motion.  The feflion had
progrelied, sug the feafon was faft approaching
when every raan of azricu'turel purfuits would
be auxious to a'tend to them, unlefls detained
by important buiiaefs  He Gid net believe .the
propofed amzudmcat to the conflicution fo im-
portant, as to rtqﬂips immediate attention. - He
hoped, thoefeed Wit it world be poltponed

cotil the nest [«ffiar, and that the way would

thereby be paved for tranfa@iog he imporiant
patienal bufinefs that claimed their eatlielt at-
tention,

The Speaker faid the firt gnellion was on the
Houfe relolving itfelf into a committee of the
whole.

The queftion was taken or this motien, and
catried—Ayes 61,

Mr Gregg was called to the chair of the
commitiee,

The refolution having been read s {allnwe s

Refolved, by the Senate and Houle of Re-
prefentasives of the Uuvited States of Amcrir:_a,
30 Coogrefs alfembled, two thirds of both Houfes
concurriog, 1hat the following srlicle be fub
mitted to the leg:flatures of the (everal Rates,
which, when ratificd and confirmed by che le.
giflatores of three fourths of the faid (taces, Mali
be valid and bindiug as a part of the cenftituri.
on of the United Scates.

The judges of the fupreme and all ether
courts ot the Uaited States {azll be removed
from office by the Drefident, on the joint od.
drefs ot both Heufes of Congrels requ:ling
the fame.

The committee divided on epresiag to it,
without debate—S8 yes 51 —Naoes 55.

‘I he cammittes then rofs, and reperted their
difagreement to the refolutios.

I'he houfe, having agresd to ceaflider the re.
port.

Me | Randolph called for the taking the
Ycas and Nays ou the quellion of concurrcace.

Mr. Clark moved a pofiponement of the con-
fideration of the -report to the 31 Monday of
Maich, merely with the view of making it pive
place tomore important hufinels which, he faid,
mufl be sttended to, He faid he had woted
againft the relnlution, nat hecaufe he waa ini-
mica! to the principle involved joit.  With a
{mall modification he fhould be in favour of it ;
and he hoped the peviod war not difast, when

part, of the conftitution.

Mrc. J. Randolph hoped a pofllponement to
fo diftans a day would not prevail. He waes
hi«tclf defirous that it fhould be poflponed for

a few days, in order to give notice to the Houfe,

that there might be a full vote on what he con-
fidered a moft importaot mesfure. He appear.
ed in this inilance, asio many others, to be in
a flare of profound ciror.  The amendment, or
deterioration of the conftitntion, lie had always
confidered to be a point of the greatefl impor.
tauce. Bot now, judping by S‘e opinions of
gentlemen, it feemed to be of lefler importance
than the layiog a duty of one or two per cent,
to continue bot fortwo or three years, . It hae,
faid Mr. R. been a fubjeét of exirems concern
to m=, though not mylclf able to attend to the
puilie bufiaels, to find, on enquirice daily of

* oy colleagues, that the Honfs hasretuled to dp

any bufinels,’ becauvfe va a future day they ex

pré&ed fove important bufinels to come before
them. | vcaderitand that a very importaot fe-
{olmion nf a gentleman from Pennfyleania, on a
bufrnels (o gemerally denominated the Yazoo, a8
ta regiire no othef spame, was poftponed on the
fame zround that my colleague cow wilhes the
refolution under confideration poftpored. IFf
there is fuch important bufinefs to tranfa&, 1o
Goad's nzme why not progrefy init 2 But not-
with®anding this immeafcly important befisefs,
which ferves as an exculs for doiag nothisy,
we make no progrels in it, ifby it I am to un

dertand the fate of our fareizn gelations. 1
Levé no with, oor do ! intend o allade to eoy

Tle faid he would bricfly affign |

are determined in the interim to dorothing.—

reafon for riliag, ie to [ay that a yreat part of

Oat word as to the remark of the gentieman on | the cenfure calt on the Honfle by the pentleman
my left (Mr. Conrad ) He belonge to aclafs! fram Virginin, for not theeting the natinanl bu-

reafon, that | belong to it myfelf.  He fays the
time 18 approaching when every man enpaged
| in agricultural porfuits mull he anxious to go
I home, and therdln:= hie docs not.wifh at prefem
to a& on the relyiution I lave laid on your
table.  Truoe: but when men, hethey agriculs
toral, mechanical, cr of any etlier profetlion,
undertake any bufinefs, it is their duty to go
throngh with it at every hazard,  1donor
know a man in the Houl: wro haa fuffered
more than the individual who now addeel you
by hia attendange here, and if I conid have
fonnd an zpdegy in my own miod, [ thou'd
lopg fince hav: been gone.  IF the fitnating
of affaire warranted it, I fhould be wil ing to
adjourn for twa or thiee montha.  Bot [ never
catvggree to adjourn in the prefzat pedilous ate
of affairs, and lcave the corntry 40 a”bliad and
(ortuitovs delting. I moft Gt fee fomething

|
inf men which [ highly refpeét, for- the plainl
|

tainty, inflead of a political (haoa, withoot
form or bedy. Ecfare I confent to po hiome, 1
muft fee fomcthing hke 2 fafe and honourahle
iffue to our diflecrences with forcizn powers )
and I moft fec—I hope ecother thing—{ome.
thing like an attempt to Liing the conttitotion
of this people back ta the princip'es on which
thie adminiftration came into power. I take
this propoficios, and that of the gentleman from
Mirvland (M Nichellor ) to be twaimportaat
means of brioging that admiaittratian hack to

he & pects ot a foture period 1o obrain this re
form. I fear, it delay be permitted, that we
fhall et into the (ituation of 2nother dehibecate
sffembly, of which every member rgrecs tha
reform s neceflary, but that the prefent is ner
the accepted time. I am 2(rai! that we are in
this fitvation already.—I believe it, becanfe | fee
it. It is a moft fertunate ciicnmttance thar we
made hay while the fun fhone ; that we got in
the harveft at the firft fcfion of the (everth
Conprefs; - that we did away the midnight jo
dictary and the interoal taxes, If tholz iofti o
tions were now Randieg, Ibelieve they would
he as impregnable as any part of the {vitem
around which gentlemen effc:& to rally. [ be
licve it, bocavie I belicte appointmentn would
have their ¢Te@& —Yes, it is but too true, that
| patriots in oppofiticn are as apt to become conr.
tiers in powsr, #a courticrs in power are tond
ol heeoming patriots in oppofitina. 8 far theo
[iom wifhing to pofipene this meafure,
lieve that delay wiil only ferve to inhance (he
difficul'y aof obtaining iti==It i a maxim laid
| down by every maa that has writtea ou natioral
policy. that thofe abufes which are left uatouch
¢d in the periad of a revolution, aic {a¢rificed
' by time, and remain as the oeft egge of foture
corruption, until they compel a nation, either
to [weep them away, or to fink beneath them.
This without any exception, is the hiftory of
| #ll eorruptions ; and thofe corrnptions and abu
fe1, not reformed at the firft feflion of the feventh
Cenprels, what hag beeome of them ? Have
they been fuflered to flecp ! If they have 1a &
not to he apprchended that they will rife re_
frefhed_ frem their {lumbers with gigantie
firength 2 Fortuoate it was that at the fi it
{cflion of the {cventh Congrels ihe midnight ju.
diciary 2nd the internal taxet were done sway ;
and it would likewife bave becon fortunate, if
snother mealnre had beea attended to at the
{ame time. It would bave been, in my firm
perfuafion, very different 1a its iffae from that
‘which it has been.  1F the great culprit, whofe
juticial crimes or incapacity had ealled for le.
gifarive punithmeat under the conftitution, and
which have given rile to the motion now before
us, had been nccafed at the ficll feflion of the
fuiventh Congrefs, that aceefat‘on wonld hawe
had a very differeént ilfue. And why ? Becaufe
it is periectly immaterial what a man’s crimes
are,

miflion, wnd the ticie he is called to anlwer,
{eifens the detetlation and horror felt fur them,
and, of courle, enbances the vulue of hia chance
of an cfcape £18m punithment. T am perfuad
cd that in_the  remarks ' have 6fcred [ have
been harried into [ome ohlervations thatdo net
kr&ly belong i, Yet thele remarks fur-
nith 3 fognd rtealon for not deferring the pro=
pOElion udtid the timz2 moved by my coﬂe.gnr.
L hope, therefore, ‘the houle will rejel the.
poftponement (ill the 33 Monday of March,

1 and tuut @ poposcmess will take place to fome

[

fefs is proper and applicable ; and I regret
that it is fo.  But if the geatleman 1cfleéts on
the fubj-ct, he will acknowledge that a great
part of the delay which hias occurred attaches
to himfelf. 1 fourweeks ago fubmitted a refo.
Fiution to the Houfe on (>me poiats of difpute
Hetwesn one of the belligerent cations and the
‘U. Statee; L was anxious that it thould be 1:k-
enup, and promptly decided one way or other.
The qcnrlc;glan from Virginia then-callad for
ceriain ftatethents from the treafory which he

fike land, {ome foothold, fomething like-eer.|

thgfe principles. My friend from Virgioia fave |

1 he-

Every day thot elaples between their com. $ which fide jultics inclings.

confidered 28 lisving a bearing on the futjeét.

b

F

! Uader that imprefliin the confideration ot the |

relocion was deferred from day to day ; and

flated, at the time, that thele {tatements could
haet vo tuluence on my vore 3 but other gen.
lemen faid they would influcnce theirs. | re.

ihisfhufines,
tn e kept in this patalyric fare.  Iftlie gen.
tlemen, wha hae calied for thefe Ratements, #0d
othgr gerticmpen will igree, 1am prepared at
noc} to go icto exsmination of the futje&, -
Butas the pentleman from Virginia was the
firft 1o erhark the Houfz in this eall, 1 hope
he il tokz a part of this ceafurs to himfelf.

e Swilia. I am fury the motion of poit.
pragmcnt has been made J do not know any
Hlwr nme bovier thiaa the prcfantfor-the dif

;‘...-. of this {ubiect. Jtiaa fuljct‘-t of the
| ik ymportance *othe pvace and Liappinels of the

Unfted Stater Law a tvciod 1o &n amend.
Mot to the coolunnen relavive vo |h¢-j—u<‘.|'ci:l
rv depariment. - Whethor that effzied is the
betthar can be mady, arwhrtheritis going too
fary | cannor deermine vuutl the fuvjelt thail
have been ingeitigated in this Hoale. Fer my
part, I am (o {enlible thee that past of the con-
thithtion wlich reigtes 1o the power of impeach-
meht 1aa nillity, that | fee the ntmolt neceflity
franamendmwenr. From what we Lave feen,

\ qu?

any man on an impeachmene.  The refolotion
hefore you, goca to place the jodges of the U
States on the fame judependent forring with
thole of Great Britain.,  Whe:ler cur {itnation
requires that they thouid Ravd upon higher
geound 18 a proper fubje&t for difcuflivn, |em
rather inciined to thiok they ought uot. It is
contended, ‘it is true, that as they have, ac.
cording to the epinions of fome geotlemen, the
right' of fitting io judgment on our laws, they
oaght tasbe placed peyond the reach of a mijo-
Frity of Congrefs. - This fubje® muft, atone
time or other, be conflilered, and fome amend
ment in the'conftirution muft take place. When
the dedays and various vexctions, attendzot om
tn impeachment, are confidered, it will be evi-
dent thet they will geaerally difcourage the
Homle from taking this flep, snd when it is
likewife confidered that'a convi®ion =an orly
take.place on thic votes of two thirds of the Se.
saze, letgenticmen fay whether there is any
chance of making the cenftitutional provifion
¢ffefival. 1 defpair of it <= With regard to the
particular modification, which my be given to
this refolution, that is saother thing. 1 fin.
cetely with the Honfe would wke it up, and
confider it without any great delay,

Mr. Claik, | hope my eollrague will do me
the jultice to belicve thar I have not made this
motion from hoftility to his refolution.  With
|+ fnall modification, [ am decidedly forit. 1
dlure hica, it did not require the remarks he
bas made to day, to fhew the infufficiency of
the prefent [yftem.  Of that T bad {facisfadtory
proof the laft year.  But I doubt whether the
relolution, fits prefent ltae, iscorre@t. 1do
hppe that ay colleagne will give it a little more
confideration, and 1 aflure bim I fhall be happy
ta barmonize with him. [« the dectfion by a
s mere majority, thelcales ot jakice are fo near
an equilbrium, that it is“goubiful often to
[ thérefore thick
there oughi to be fame modification of the prin-
ciple contained in 1%e refolntion,  But [ prin.
cipally wifluhe pilinunenant 1o prevail, that
the Hoofé may 2/t on refolutions whic!“ I con
c.ei!c sll important to the whole country, & par-
ticalarly fo to that pagefthe commImity fepres
lented by my colleague and myfelf.  Every
day’s delay increafes ths difficulty and urges
onthe ruin that menaces them. It is well
known that there is aot the beft harmony be-
tween the merchants and ‘acters. It iy acall
times the interelt of the f..ner tg buy produce

-

the kitements have vot yet been received. I |

gret that we bave not beea ableto go on with |
I do pot kaow how iony weire |
'jcﬂ of the refoluring, but in a éifferene form.

[ do religivuily believe that we cannut conviét |

|
!

|
!

|
|
1
\

et e

as chesp as they can, aad uever was there a beta |

ter fcheme for fpeculation to them than that
fornithed by the refulutions ononrtable. How

caly is it for them to coavince the planter that

there will e & fuppreflion of imtercourfe, and”
lhzt ‘!a i:r-;dur‘e wiil foul‘l be wonh nothing.—-
Thele are the cffecta that 1 with to prevent.e—
My collearue will do me the juflice to believe®
that 1 have had no haod in the procreftivation.
I have offered oo prije@.  With regard to the

propofed amendment to the conftitution, I re

peat it, I am in favous of it with 2 finall modi- |

lication. Nor do I wifh iz peftponed for any
great length of time. | have no idea of leaviag .
that to be done by our children, which we o« ~he
to do omflelves. Butlet usio the Gl inlauce,
proceed to the molt important brimnefs. Let
not my colleagug anthoiile gentemen tofay

! that to prevent ao atlention toit, Leinteipofed

bis fevourite {cheme, 1 hiave anather reafun far

this pofiprnemant. Theie is vo occafion for

t&ing on an amendment tna the cooltitution in-

(tantancoufly. Mbo't of the ftate legiflatures,

belfore whom it mult be carried, before itig a

part of the conflitution, have broken ‘up and

will not meet ageio till the fall.  1f, therefore,
an amcadment be pafled at any time during the

(cflion, it wiltacfwer.

Mr. Mafters maved a poftpoment of the re-
folotion indefinitely, for which he concifely af-
figned his reafone; but which from his polition
we were unable to heur, .

Mr. Bedinger called for the Yeas and Nays
on this motion-

Mr. Fiudley faid he wanagainft the indefinite
poltponement of the fubi@, though in favonr
of iga being peliponed & hort time. He tho’t
it “was a fubject which ought to be folly invefti.
gnted, He was decidedly infavour of the ob-

Mr. Convad was in favour of the in'ednite
poftponement of the refuluiion.  He did not
think the (nije@ onght to be aéked upon this
{cfion. He wannot unlviendlv to'the principle,
but he never conld conlent (hat @ bare mejority
of Congrefs fhould have the power to remove a
judge. 1l the amenduient were (o framed 2sto
give the Prefident a dilcrctionary power, to re-
move a judge on the addrets of a majority of the
two Heulis, and to mak= the removal impera-
tive on the vote of two thirds, be might be for
it.  Atany rate he thovght it beft to polpoze
the fubj<& notil the next feffion.

Mr |. Raadolph. Lam perfe&@ly cansine-
ed of thie correctnefa and punty ef the motives
of o'y colleagne oo all objects, aud wherever |
differ from Lim in opinion | always confider ic
s misfortnoe,  Bue | have piincipally 1ifen to
plead guilty to the charge of the geoileman
trom Pennlylvania, which ie, that [ weald not
a& on hisrmintion without any infarmation en
it. I conf(sthe (=&, There ia, however, one
circumflance, that Mrikes my mind saof fope
force.  What is there to prevest our difcaffing
the Lefi ‘s rew before us, or any othor by.
finefa, aid when there fhall be oecafign
totake up bulinels of greater national impor-
tance, ditpepfiag wigh fliat which may be hefare
vr.  lafk whether, if we had taken vp this re-
(alution, or that of the gentleman from Penn-
{ylvania, v« (hould not have had ample time (or
difcuflion before the information celled for fhall
be received from the Secretary of the Tresfury ;
and if we have not the right at any time, 10
make lefs important give way to more impor-
tant bufinefa ? Is not this the courfe which e-
very man pu:fues in the management of his pri.
vate affairs ?  Are we to fit here, without re-
ceiving information from the Secretary of the
Trealury, d5iop nothing 2 - 1 sm as arxicus 29
any man, for a dzcifion of the quetion implicat-
ed in feveral of the refolutinng liid oo cur tahle ;
and for a good reafon.” My tebacen is untuld.
I feel the full force of ‘the oblervations of my
colleague, T koow thac thefe refoiurions have
already given rife to much vefarious fpecula.
tion. When I called for information, [ had
no idea of the time it would take to get it ; and
bad T bemn apprized of it. I do not know whe-
ther I (hoold pot havs preterred a&hing in the
éark to waiting for 11,

There is another reafon why I wifh thin ba-
finefs [amsndmext to the conflitution’) tsken
ap this { “ion. When I offered this refolutis |
ao the kaft fcflion, it was (aid to be too near the |
clafe of the feflion to 2@ vono it—this was |
acknowledeed.  Bat it was fuid, printit and |
let it go abroad, This has been done.  But
the reafon for which T with it a%ed uvpon this |

|

feffion is, thar the ele®tions intervene beiwee

this.and the next leflion. Gentemen may fay
what they pleafe of the priuciple of guamdia bon:
Je g<fferis, but 1 believe if thé memberiof this
Houle held their {eats for feven yeare, their con=
do& would not be the (ame as it is ueder the
prefent tenare. 1 wifh to recur to that good
old principle that fends the reprefencative back

to render An account of his' a&ions to his con {

flituent.  After the next ele@®™a gentleme:
will obtain a credit for two years more of goo
behavior. T believe my fiicad from™ Virgini
will allow this to bea good realon sgaicik
poftpopement.

Bot [ am told this smendment comes fo;
wird in x very queftionaple fhape; that isdec
it is 0o amendment ta the itutinng, B}

(Conelnded in last page. )




