\

o —
VoL 11.]

W
" LEGISLATURE OF M ASSACHUSETTS.

Thursday, Fan. 8. ;

This day 4t twelve, {K}gl Houfcs of the ‘Lc_’

ifaure € veaed i the Reprefentatives

¥ gher.  Soo0 after, His Exullcncy the

ot aor, attended by the Sheriff and Couaeil,
g::,}d, 20d detivered the following

SPEECH:

Gatemen of the Senate and '
Cussimen of the House of Representatiaes.
[hrouzh the tavor of Providence, we ate
s alfewbled to perform thofe public er-
IE..:., 1o which we bave been rclpe@ively t_!e.
':mlj; and we owe to the confidence which
1y cunftitucate have repoled in us, our con.
i endeavors to employ the authority, with

the fear of common danger. They immedi.
ately unite and are eager to perform the duty
of their refpeive fun&ions. T

It is evident, therefore, that the fecurity of
every free flate, depeads on the virtues of the
iodividuals who corapole it ; and every indivi.
dual is coocerned and may be ufeful in pro-
moting the general {afety.—Lét it then, ges-
tlemen, be our care to do all that ie incumbent
upon us. Let ue attend to the organization
and difcipline of the Militia, fo far as thefe du-
tics are #flizned to the feveral fRates. Let
goard againit thofe divifions and that forcign
influeucs which bave proved fatal toall other
Republics. Let ue endeavor to vuice the peo.
ple in friendthip and murual cocfi lence, and
thew, by our example, the fame moderation
and candor, and the fame reverence for the

ik we areentrofted, in.promoting the BARQS Jaws, that we exp?& from vur fellow citizens ;

sl sefety of the Rare, and the impro;‘tmcn_t

sod hip vnefs of our fellow citizcus- ermit

neGentlenen, g0 affure you, that 0o care fhal
he wanting 00 my part to contribnte, as f-ar

i poffitle, 1o the astaiumeot of 1hefe cffential

‘ 112: bosrd of Vifitors of the State Prifon,

sve latcly publifhed am account of that lafli

(1110 COHNNIGING the law of l]‘u‘..‘ State prowid.

i for the tegulation of the Prifon ; the rulzs

r}-gi;nafcd by the G vzraor and Council, {or
i+ fuperiatendance avd wavagement, ia pure

{onct of the authority giveu them by law
(¢ arders eftabhithed by the board of nﬁ-:nn,
ir the fupport and cmploy meat-of the prifon

ev; et a geveri] view of the ftate of the pii
iw. U'he members of the Legiflacare will be

[rith=d with copics of this publicativn. A

aiiw'er fatement will alfo be laid before the
\ieneral C urt of ail the expenfes and difburle-
new, atrendieg the ¢ftabitfhent, the amauunt

o monice received, 2nd of articles maoufac.
toed and f~! |, a6) the amount of labor and
mocle in cach department, with the quantity
- v'us of Roek, 1ootsand materials on hand,
Fiom chefe do.uments, the Legiflature will be
funyiof.rmed of the mancer 1u which the af-
furs of the prifon Lave been conducted, aed
%ilhe able to point out any alteration, which
wiy have a teadeucy to promote the defign
of the 1uflitarion,

The a -+uts appointed by sn order of the
teo Howmien, on the 3oth of (afl Jlmc'. to fettle
wd + jult ‘he acccunts of the Ticafurer of
Commonweal b, and ¢~ trapsfer the buoke and
popery of the public, in thet oflice, to the
prdent Tresfurer, have wcemdirgly made a
f tlement ; 2nd in compliance with the order,
bive reported a Batement 1hereof to the Gar
enor 200 Coneal, which will be laid before
yuby the Sccretary.

He wili allo dehivenyou the Aanual Return,
fon tl e Adjatant Gegeral, of the Militia of
tie Commor#ealth; ard the Quarter Mafler
Cereral’s R:iturns of the Ordinance and Muili.
Ly Hores, belorging to this fate.

You will perceive by the Treaflurer’s ac
cout, which will be luid before you, in a few
days, that a vipilant and frogal adminiftration
¢f the public revenue is pceeflary to defray the
aaproces of the Commonwealih, aed to dif
tiurge what reoinios duc to its credicors —
Netwithftending the frequent redu@ions of our
ftare debr, fiace the clole of the war in which
it vas incurred, it Rill amcunts to 856,c00
fcllers, the intereft of which at § per cent. has
for s oumber of years been regu'mly paid. 1
thisk ycn will eadeavor ta provide for-the re
¢edprion of the prineipal, se foon as conveni-
tutly miay be ; and that you will be folicitous
o f.& this obied®, withcut increafing the
olual public tax¢s. The fame account’ from
the Treafory will exbibit the demands in faver
of the Commoowealth, gud the other mcarns
wt pollcls of dilcharging the dibt.

Uaslefs the creditors prefera continuance of
theloan at the rate of interef to which (hey
ire now entitled, the policy as wel! 28 juflice
of delaying to make paymeot, whencwer i is
0 0ur power to ao it, may be coubted. A
wile goveroment will always confider’probity
Wd good faith iu performing their engage-
Weats, ae the moft valuablg trealure they pef-
&!:.s and the moft certain relource in all the
tigencize to which a commuuity is axpofed,

The ftreogth of a Rejublic coufitts in the
muthal dependence and sprecment of ite feve.
_"l parts.  As coefcioufuels of their individual
*aots, and werkoefls unites ke members a-
moog themleives, in the bord of ccmmon
lterel 5 and . fo lorg #s a firm and fincere re-
fitd to thesgowmon good prevails, it readens
lh_' 1',“?{‘5“2 irvincible, and enables it to maio.
Wity liberty and independence againft all its
twemies.—[f the Rate, while in this condition,
W threatened with any injury from abroad, the
Fvate quarcels and party difputes of citiz ne
Attlafpended by the fore of theis country and

and let us cheerfully codtribute whatever the
national goveroment may think veccflary for
the prote&ion of our commerce and the com.
plete defence of our terricorial vights.
CALEDB STONG.

Jon. 8, 18c7.
Jongress,

House of Representatives.

e e ——

Mowpay, Jan. 19.

Mr. J. Racdolph, from the committee ap.
pointed to carry to the Prefiteat the refulation
of the Houfe adopred on Friday, ftated that
the committee had perfurmed that {orvice, aud
had received for anf{ag1 from the Prefident, that
be would caulc the iotormation requcfted, to
be laid before the Huule.

Mr. Quincy prefented the petition of James
Sullivan aud others, claimants of certain lands
ceded to the U. 5. by Georgia, requefting that
the titbuoals of the U, 5. may be authorifed
to try the queltion of right 1o thofz lands,

Mr. Qitucy moved a reference of thie peti-
tion to a committee of the whdle Houle.

Mc. Eppes [cke agaiult the ref.resce.

Mr Quiccy replied.

The quettion wae taken, on refertiog the
petition to a committer of the whole, which
was il igreed to—\yes a1—Noes 54.

Mi. Q tncy then nioved 1w refercice toa

[.1:& can mittee, -

Mr. D. R. Williams hoped this motio
would not prevail, «nd that it it ¢:d eot, that
the petitisn weuld be r-jecled.

fr. Quircy withdrew his w tion, thatahe
quefiion anght ke tuken on the propefition 1y
teje@ ihe petivion;, which Mr. D. R. Wi'li.ms
thien offered.

Mr. Quiucy called for the Yeas aud caye oa
this mation. -

M:Ts D. R Williams, E:pes and | Clay
fuppor ed j and Mcflts. Conrad, Cook, Alex.
auder, Sloar, Smilie and Quincy oppoled the
motion, which was dilegiced to—Yeas 53—
Nays 56.

Mr. Quincy then moved a reference of the
petition to a {eleck committee. .

Mr. Quincy advocated ; and Meflra. | lay,
Smitie, R. Ncllon avd Eppes oppoled this
motion, which was likewife difugreed to—yeas
45, 03ys 6§,

Mr. Ruea of Ten. offcred the following
refoluiion

Resolved, Thet a committee be appointed to |
erquire into the expediency of laying off and
delcribing by certain metes and bouvodaries 2
tra& of country to which the ladian title ha:h
been extinguiflied, within the limite of the ter.
ritory of Louifana, and to ioclude all the fer.
tlements within the faid territory, atd for
Laving the faid tra&s of country laid ofi into
townfhips and feftions, half and quarter {c&i
ons, pprecably 1o the feveral lawe heretofore
made for fuiveying the public lands ef the U,
S. and sllo to erquire ioto the expediency of
g1aoting one quarter fcttion to free male white,
who sow refides thereon, or who within
years fhall aGuslly improve and rclide thereon.

Mr. Conrad faid, before he agreed to the
refolution, he fhould be giad to bear the 1ea
fons for this new mode of difpoling of the pub-
lic lands. - - '

Mr. Rbea faid he did not fuppofle that en
referiing this fubjeét, it would have been ne.
ceflury to 2ffiga the realons for the meafare.
But as they had beea called for, he would flate
fome of them.- It was well koown that the
fetilements in the territory of Louifiana were
fcarteréd—that thiey were two or three hun.
Jied wiles apart.  If the Indiaes fhould be
come hoftile in that quarter it. weu!d probably
coft the U. S. more to prote& thefe fettle.
“meots than the value of the land it was pro.
pofed by the refolution to allow to fertlers.
‘The obje@ was to cfic@ the fcitlement chat

e dk -

r 5

4y 4 prove a hﬁ! " barrier, snd avert the
%ﬁrr df;“r‘tlintillin'iih”lmding srmy.
loude on this fide of the Mififlipp, it was
well kaows, from their fubjetion to 1ndian.
cliimeg wold oot probably be fettled irtivilau
diffade day ; and: this produced a neceffiry for
{dkmiog fettlements on the wellern fide of that paic
riger. of'
'Mr. Bailic be'ieved this'was a meafarethat
uld beattended with great beuefits to the
. 8. ' “As the motiod was merely to refer the

bich applies o tf: & of lagd towards the
Eﬁlh?} iral 'lt__';lulchel.
¢ y oblerved that, agreeably to the
of ocflion by ¥ "',.Et,e :berU- S it
ptlated that 1,280000 dollars thould be
y theé'U! 8. to the ftare of Gegreia ont
Be® proceeds of the ceded | ‘vhat
be (old.
R Lattimore evforced the propriety of
at for g inficotion lovdly called for

for thepurpofe of enquiry, he hoped it would e

net be oppofed.

[Mr. Varaem was of.the opiaion that even if by

thfs mealure thould be ultimately confidered
atvilable, this was a very wufeafonable time

fof ite adoprion. ' He was not of opinion that

counfidérable foree could be brooght te
on the froatier thus '

Hear

grarded. Tt wou'd be remarked that it )

not coaremplited for the d:fesce of the Or-
leans, but the Louifiana territory.  Aad he
afiked whether it would be proper to adopt it
while fuch various reports prevailed of the ex-
iftenpe of coulpiracien againkt the U, 8. inthe
weltan eountry.  "Might pot the individuale,
coraged in thefe combications, on their dif.
comfiter e and reture into the U. S, under this
meafuie, occupy the lands (hus propofed to be
furveyed,

Mr. Rhea declared himfcif greatly furprifed
2t the f{uggeflion of the gentleman from Mafl.
{achufezts, A to the fulpicions :float, he
hoped they would have no 1ufluznce on the
aduption of this metfure.

Mr. Gregg bhoped, as the refoloiion con-
templited 10 almoft radical change of the land
fytem; it wouid be {uffered to lic for cobfider.
acion.

Mr. Rhes acquiclced in this courfe,

“The bill filom the Seazte, fupplementary to
the act fixing the military peace efashifhueat
of the U. 8§ was read the nrft time,

M:. Eppes moved to rej-& it,

Qu 1his moution a debate of about two hours
eplued. -

McfTra. Eppes, Varrum, Smilies, G. W,
Campbeli and Bedinger fupporred ; atd M (fre.
Lyon, Tillmadge, Euiy, Fiedly, Gregg,
Coo!, E!'mer, Alexander apd Thomee Moore
oppufed the motion, which was dilagreed to—
¥-a: 6, Nays g5.

The bul theén Lad a lecodd reading, and was
refivred (0 8 fcdect committe compal:d of
Meflrs. J. Randoiph, Chandier, Dickioun,
Crezg and Vun Cortlande,

Turspary, J50. 20,

Mr Brdi:igcr, from the committee to whiom
was recommitted the bill protibiting ke im-
p rration of flives ivto the U. § reported a
new bill, which was made the order for Friday,

Tne bill eontivui: g for a further time the
bill prohibiting commercial intercourfe between
the U. S. and certain poris in St. Domingo,
was read the thitd time, and pafled without a
divili n,

The bi'l pravidieg for the {urvey of the coalt
of th» U 8. was read 2 tbird time, aod pulled
——A,Cn 8o

A hill providieg for the cre&ion of furdry
light houl:e, &c. was pafled through cummittee
of the whole, and ordered to a thi:d reading.

The Houol: again weut into committee of.
the whole—Mr, Tenny in the chair, oo the
till makiog a dowation of land for buildiag a
hofpital at Natchez, &e,

The fcflion, extending the right of fuffrage
to the citizens of the werritory, without the
qnalitication of a freebiold, was again read.

Mr. Bidwell advocaied this feélion on the
groond of expedieacy, and defended it agaioh
the charge of being repunact to the comps&
between the U. 8. and the ftate of CGeorgia.
He maintained that the flipulations of the
ordinance for the. North Wellern Territery,
were of two kiode—lome of which could only
be altered by the comps& of 1he'two parties,
while the others were alterable by Copgrefs
alone. The parties, costemplated by the cr.
dinance, were the U, S. aud the people of the
Mlifippi Tnitory, and sot the U. 8. snd
the fiate of Georgia; that, however, the Ai.

nla‘ion, which bore on this cafe,. was one
which was revocable by Congrefs alore.

Mr. Early constended on the other hand that
the partice to the compaét were the U. 8. and
the ftate of Georgia ; and thatits fipulations
could not bealtered without the confent 6f both,
He faid, he bad no doubt if application fhould
be made to the Rate of Georgia, her confent
would ‘be cheerfully given 1o the modification
propoled. ) '

Mr. "Lattimore maintaioed the fame princi-
ple with Mr. Bidwell. 1

Ouly 15 members vifing io favor .&ﬁl:ik’:ng

out the feion, the motioa was lod,

-

“aud fec.etary of the ludizca territory, for

al bot general confliderntions, ds thie
tehex wae koown 10 be rélirred fo
gemigraots from all ocher parts of she
U k0 any other place of ftifize. He
ali@reapirited, to thew that 1he ot j hion' BF

| R from Georgia was iuvarid, thig

hefe lands bad' been alrealy made

1 I

gt of 3 wive: fiy.

cit

which wagugrecd toimAwes 43, Nucs 30
. Weenispar, Jao 23.

A bill acthoriling the eie&ion of eertaia
light houfes awd the Gxing ot {fakes, buoys,

and heacons at certain pleces thercin named,

‘was read the thrd time agd pafled withovt a

divilion D

A bWl autlorising a grart of land for th: us
of a hospita’ at Nuichez, allowing addivisnal
compentation o the Julpes of the Miffillinpd
territory, and extendg the right of futfrage
thercie, was tead the third rime and paffed —
Ayes 54, Nays 31—and the titic amended Ly,
firiking out the words in italics.

Mr. Holmcs, fiom the commiitee of claime,
off-red the followmg refoluion :

R:folved, ‘That the committee of claims be.
dircet-d 10 enqrire iuto the expeliency of
makiug compeularion to th: governor, judgee

extra lersic:a redered by them ia orgavifing
the goveroment of [nlians, sud'that they have
lcase to veport by beil otherwils,

The Hoplz concureed in this motion,.

Fripay, jan 25 &

The ™oule refolved 1 {elt 1110 2 committe
of the whole—Mr, Mufters in the chrir—na
the report of a lezet ¢ mmittes an (o much of
the ol ge of the ifncﬁ lent as 1eares to Lhe
fortitcanions of ports aod barLars, -

The refolutions reported Ly the commiitce

$IIC 1 aAn R tollows @
. -R:ﬁ.'w.{, Lbat 2 fam of maney np* g._;fwd.
ing dpliars, be appropriated to erable
the Prodijent of the Uiited States to can’e oar
fur-i*zacions to be improved sad repaired.

Re'vhved, That 3 furtlher fum ot money not
exceedi vy doilars b appropri ted toenie
abie the Prefilent of the U 8§ tocaul:tobe
biit a pumber of gua boata, not ex.celing

for the bet.er protcdtion o que por's,
towns and rivete,

Mr. Mumfotds Mr Chairman, T rife. to
make a wotion 1o which I impeiled from the
frongelt couviltivn 0o my miad, «hat iv s of
ptimary importance to the peace, the hondr,
the fafcry and the weifare of this natipny we
(hould adopt fome wore efficienr mealores i
defeace of our own fea coalt, [t is no voube
within the recolicction of every membor of
this committee that in the monih of April Jak,
a m-.t unwarrantable owirsge was comnmiid
agaiost the peace and Cignity of the Uaited
Siates, within your owa jurifdiction, iy (e
commander of a certian Britith hip ‘o1 war,
called the Leander, who, in open cuntempr of
your laws, and the giolation of the laws of na.
tions, did aétually commit murder on one of
your vwa citizens. within y.ur oxu hmits,
near the port of New Y ok, without provogs.
tion on his patt, whee in the lawiul profecution
of his bufinels. ' a

However diificolt it may be votwithflanding
our earveft defire to devile fome more off . cleal
weans which 1 hope will {08 1ake plice to
relieve a worthy ciats of our citizens from the
cruel bondage and the iscerating whip of a
wan of war,. 18 oot this humiliation (ufficient ?
Muft we fill be called upon 10 diick up the
dregs? Will the Ucited States (ubmit to the
humiliating degradation o! having itg own citi-
zens murdered witkio its cwn limits, without
making an effore and takivg fuch Rrong
ground 28 will pievent i fucure the repetition
of the bke crimes 2 No fir; this oation will
pot fubmit to ity Sir, we have had iplult ad<
ded to irjury, and mothwithitanding the Cam-

brian_frigate "has"been denied the rights of -

hofpitality by the Prefideat’s proclamation in
confequence of her participation ig the mordey

of one of your citizgus, yet a few days ago it-
appears another of your citize¢cs has beep (2ig -

ed by the commander of that:frigate with
force of arms aud hireatened at the peril of hig
life, that f be did pot fafcly coodu& that (hip,
contrary to the laws of his country, from C.pe
Heory toto Haniptou taade, he would Slew

“

- » . a R .‘ﬁ.. '.'1 W 7
"Edrly moved 29 Rrik=s aut the firR fec- % M




