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DEBATE ON :
FICAITONS AND GUN
BOAL'S. g
i moved that the house ve-
Nr. -"["m&.)r:;;tim of the report ot:‘!:lle
#* . . of the whole on the resolutions
wlu.f, furtifications and gun boats.
e called for the order of the
. biils against the slave trade.

_q', B -dinger
ﬂn[:: ll':l aion of Mr, Mumford was car-

yes 30 J
nr:;" thegubject wis'postponed o i
g Juuary 23 . a0 amcndment to the se-
et on wis under coansideration,

bos 10N 18 @8 follows :
Tﬁ led. That @ further sum of money
ﬂ't".u,m.;; 250 r}ﬂ(l.duli.\rs_hc appropri-
. l easble the *;rcﬁtflrnt of the Uaited
:.':‘d’;'“ cese 10 be butit a namber of gun
E;:l:'s,:\uux.cc ting 50, for tne l?ctter pro-
r-.ion of vr POTiS, towns an._'j rivers ; and
g2 ftier sum not exceeding dol-
s heapropriated to enable the presiieat
of the Uvited States to man, arm and
i the whole, or such numbcr of gun

Qs ) - )
bim, 2 he may think the public scrvice

v require.
Tre amendment was propnsed by Mr.
VaCor landt, to insert atter gun boais, or
g armed vessels of the United States,
¥r. Moselv. I should not have suppos-
¢ M-, Sucaker, that there could be any
icion to tae amendment which has been.
vosed by the gentlemsa trom New-
Tk, Tshould not have imagioed that
Lemast zealous advocates for gan boats,
v uld he wnwiliing to invest the President
vin the d scredionary power wiich this
junidmen! proposcs.
\» gentl men apprehensive that so
prea 2 e oput tion of this sum will be ap-
porbacd | or the eqipment of vessels of
fereny Jescriprion, as fo ioterfere es-
b with el averite system of de-
“lr- 0 budi- 2 Surely, sir, there can
b g er ot this, i we are to-judge
I'm 12 eni appearances, or trom past €x-
ey, there can be mo douhi, but that
whuate are destined to constiute at least
n considerable time yer o come, the
wipal naval force of our country~—and
i rd the only protection of consequence
1 he are to expect for our ports and
Linrs,
‘:[‘:'lt votes waich have alreadg pasSed in
i3 ouse  clearly evince their determina-
i upon this p(;int.
[he president certainly has never mani-
bedany hostility o gun boats, Nor re-
atr, L belicve, any disposition to encou-
%2 maritime force of any other descrip-
. Indeed it appears from the docu-
tis before us that he has on the present
sininstructed the secretary of the na-
" siate that in his opinion it would be
Ledient at this time to buiid sixty addi.
"' gunboats,  And if our snle reliance
Jum placed on gun boats, no one, I pre-
Me, Wlu contend that his number can
“Tre than competent for the complete
“aceofall sur poris and harbors.
| Ull_hnwr ver usclul gun boats may be in
'i:]‘ls‘:'"“dtiun of some gf;nl':f. men in cer-
¢ and under cerdain circumstances,
M coniceded that there may be ex.
ey mowliich, i ihey were ever %0 nu-
1008, e shores were Bred-with them,
Hastugle rngaie wou'd be ol wore effici-
hand miphr be employed to much
Feradvantage, Why not then  wien
‘have them oy haud, when they lieuse-
I:’_n:;'::“rult:ing in'c.ur baiburs, why not
ot the |Jr:.-mr}::_u to l'l_.ldk:“ use of
‘Faried vessels, in connoction with

1] h.rl . ; it =y *
a8, provaded hic shoula judge it ex-
U:l'ﬂ{f

qif=d

l;':l‘f:;-:' Jll:i'r“t?ia't- gt.'nl.]er?_en. are wry
e b .' uttllf)l.s- against c‘\cl}
W of defence that is proposed, cither
« X4UD fand, .
A '_?“.3,“‘“’&1 when this sul ject was under
‘::Hanll]: & few days since by some gen-
“8 et they were opposcd to a naval
'- :J:uuat: ]t. “«Uu]d wvolve us in in-
shaible cxpenst, and cventually prove

destructive to the liberties of the people.

It was again contended that as our sea

couast was 80 cxtepsive, and our ports and
harbors so numerous, it would be i

ticable te fortify and secure the whole of

them.  That therefore nothing ought to be
done.

be left_entirely defenceles and expased to

Bat that the whole of them should

pillage and destruction, from the mogt in-

considerablé force that might think prop\e'r g

to attack them. The inhabitants it is true
were very kindly informed, that in case of
invasion, they might fiee back to the moun-
taias, or to the-interiog of the country and
find perfect safety.

Sir, I apprehend that this oumepous 2
respegtable class of our citizens, who-i1#8a-
bit ‘the wealthy and populous cities and
towns upon our sea coasts will duly appre-
ciate sentiments of this sort. They will’
no doubt feel all the respect and gratitude
which they ought, for the liberal and ea-
lightened policy of a government, which
guards with such partial solicitude, the wel-
fare and interest of every porticn of the
community.

Buc I ought tobeg pardon..—These were
not precisely the sentiments of aamajority
of the house. They did not vote to appro-
priate twenty thousand dollarg for the pur-
pose of improving and repairing our foru-
fications—uot the fortifications at any one
particular place, but the whole of the for-
tifications throughout the United States.
“L'wenty thousand dellurs ! About half the
sum that we voted the last winter, to ap-
propriute for the purpose of finishing a stu-
gle room in the south wing of the capitol,
for our own accommodation. Rather more
I believe has been expended the present
winter in repairing the walls of the room
We now occupy.

Mr. Spezker, Thave no disposition to
treat this subject with levity. I view it as
a very serious onces-But sir, when we
compare the sum appropriated with the ob-

jeet to which itis to Le applied, itdoes re-

ally appear (I will not from respect to the
house say) contemptible ; Lut I~ will say
what no one I presume will deny, thatitis
a3 small a sum as the most rigid prinagles
of economy could jusuly a magnainimous
legislature in  granting, provided they
thought proper to grant any thing. Bu:l
perceive [ am extending my remarks fur-
ther than I'intended whea 1 rose. My in-
tention was to confine them to the amend-
ment proposed by the gentleman from N,
York, ‘which is simply to authorize the
president, provided he should judge it ex-
pedieaty to man and equip some other of
our armed vesscls in addition to, or in
common with the gun boats to be employ-
ed.

The amendment proposed appears to me
8o reasonable and so unobjectionable, that
I canuot but persuade myseif the house will
think proper to adopt it. 4

Mr. D. R. Willisms professed his sur-
prise at the course pursued. by the gentle-
man from Connecticut. . I am, said he, ve-
ry sorry that he has shown no more regard
to the propriety of the case, and the deco-
rum of this house, than to speak on the
measures and conduct of a gentleman who
is absent, to attempt to reply to argumeants
advanced on a formcer day, by the honorable
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. R. Nel-
son) when he is absent and unable to vindi-
cate himself. [ am the more surprised at
this course ag the observations of the gen-
tleman fram Connecticut have no relevancy
to the subjuct befofe the house.  The ques-
tiun is, waether we will vest the president
with power to arm and send to sea at his
discretion, all the public vessels of ‘the U.
States. The gentleman has wandered from
the subjectin order to express his disappro-
bation of a vote of the house on a former
day. Ithiok be said that 20,000 dollars are
a_propriated for the purpose of fortificati-
ous. If the gentleman will look at the files
on the table, he will find that more now
siands appropriated for fortifications than
the last year. .. We last year appropriated
120,000 dollars, of whicli only 40,000 were
laid cut, and a balance of above 100,600
dolars remains.  There is also, in the ge-
neral estimate-an item of 75,00 dollars ap-
jlicable to this purpose.  Thiese sums add-
«d togethier, make ncaily 00,009 dollars,
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Is not this eaough ! I see the gentleman
shakes his head, meaving thatit is not e-
nough, Ishould be gladto know whatsum
is enough; I should like to know -what
would satisfy gentiemen.

As to the améndment to authorize the
president to arm all our public vessels ; I
am decidedly hostile toit. Gentlemen ask
us.if 'we have not eonfidence in the presi-
dent,  They will never smuggle such a re-
solution through the house under the pre-
tence of confidence. Why wipe away by
this side blow the whoie navy peace estab-
lishment? Ifit is to be dooe, leg-the sub-
Ject be met fairly and directly,

o Mr. Mosely. Mr.Speaker, I never be-
foré understéod that it could be considered
indecorous, or improper, torcply to argu-
ments which had been stated upon the floor
of this house, iathe abseace ol the g nile-
man who had advanced them. Had my
opinion corresponded with that of the gen-
tleman from South-Carolina uron this sub-
ject I might perhaps have spared the re-
marks which have given him so much un-
casiness had I indeed noticed or recollected
the absence ol the honorable gentleman
from Maryland, which if necessary I could
assure the gentleman from South-Carolina
I did mot untl mentioned by him,
sir, as [ eatertain a ddfferent cpinion upon
the point of order and decorum from the
gentleman from South-Carolina, 1 should
conceive myselt justified in making the
same remaiks i the absence of the geode-
maa from -ivlarvland, as I chou'd suppose
myselt authorized In makirg, were he pre-
sent.  Nor would the presenceof that gen-
tleman, however formdable the oppositicn
I mightin that case expect, deter me from
submitting such obseivations as 1 should
cousider pequnent to the sabject, and com-
patible with the rules of decorumiin debate.

Whether myv remarks were relevaat to
the subject under cousideration the house
must deide, :

Mr, Elliot believed that the sentiments
of the gevtieman trom Connecticut wege
neither andecorous to the house nor to any
member absent ;3 but he bolieved that the
system advocaied on a formgr day by the
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. R Nelson)
to abandon the sca coast on approach ot
danger and flce 1o the mountains, can ne-
ver be reprobated in terms indecorous, un-
less they are outrageougly personal.  Itis
not the man but the system that 1s coa-
demoed.

~ I believe every argument that could be
urged on a former day, when the subject
of fortifications was before the house, is
applicable tothis subject. It is the same
subject of an efficient nationzl defence i
another form. We are asked whether we
are willing to vest this discretionary power
in the President. 1 would notif we could
preveot it, if any thing better could be ob-
tained. But so long as the present econo-
mical system prevails, the system falsely
so called, 1 am wiliing to vest this power
in the exccutive, becatse it is the only mea-
sure that it is probable can be obtained.—
‘The legislature will do nothing on the sub-
ject of national defence because it is not
economical. They will do nothing till the
actual approach of danger. I believe that
thesc vessels will be wanted in the recess,
that the dunger will arrive, and I am there-
fore willing 10 place this discretionary pow-
er in the hands of the President.

I hope the system of the gentleman from
Maryland will always, ‘when the subject of
‘national detence is agiated in this house,
meet the most pointed reprobation. - Itis
worse than the old maxim 1 Hudibras,
He who figins and runs away,

May live o fight another day.

This system does not propose to fight at
all, it proposes an instantaucous Hignt on
the approach of danger.

Mr. Eloyd had not intended to say any
thing on the questuon, but as allusions had
been made to his colleague who was abscot
he thought it his duty to «ffer a few obser-
vations. I will not undertake to say what
is decorum, or what is cunsistent with the
rules of proceeding in this house, but I al-
ways thought it indecorous to take up a re-

But,

of one who is absent, and who cannot theree
fore vindicate himself? |

But did my colleague say what has been
attributed to him by the gentleman from
Vermont? (Mr. Elliot.) No, sir, Iunder-
stood him to say, that, in his opinion, it
would be better to give up the sea coast and
retire for a season, than build useless forti-
fications at an enormous expence, but he
would not do even this without a contest,

My colleague is not in the habit of run-
ning away from danger. He was one of the
first to engage in the revolutionary war in
the defence of his country, and his services
and his gallantry in the field are well known,
I'think the olbservations made are ungene-
rous, I gappeal to men of honor whether
it is just or generous thus to” attack the
character of a man in his absence.

As Iam up I will say a few words on
the resolution. 1 was against the appro-
priation of 20000 doliars to fortifications,
because I thought they would do no good.
1 am also oppused to the gun-hoat system.
We have now 60 gun boats, which is
coough for an experiment of their utility,
I am against buslding wny more till we
know that what we "have are worth somea
thisg,

Mr. Elliot. I am very happy to learn
that the gentleman from Muarsland and
myselt think and are about to act like on
the su' ject of gun boats,  As eflizient and
substanual means cf defence, I am most
decidedly opposed to them. I beg the gen-
tieman from Maryland {Mr. Lloyd) to be
assured that nothing was further from my
iutention than go treat with indecorum the
character of his honorable collcague. [
Tespect him highly as a soldier, as a mem-
ber of this house, and as a patriot. ;

Mr. Mumtord. I highly respect the
character of the geatlensan from Maryland
Wi Is absent; but if he goes away to do
his busiaess, we must do ourg.  As the
scssion s approaching to a close, I thought
1t my duty to call up this subject, for if is
1s nut soon taken up amd acted upon; no-
thing can be done ths session,

Mr. Lloyd.  The public good will be
equilly promoted if The resolutions should

be adopicd a turtnight hence.  As my col- -

league, the chairman of the select com-
miice who reported them, is obiiged to
be absent a {ew days en account of his bu-
siness, I move, in crder that he miy be
prescut when a discussion and final decia
stou teke place, a pustponement till Mome
day tortnight,

Mr. Thomas was agaimst a postpone-
ment. I cunceive there is no indecorum
1o calling up the subject. I intended to
have done it myself il my colleague had not
done it. I would be a dereliction of our
duty to postpone it on account of the ab-
sence of the chairman of the select coma
mittce. Not four weeks are lcft of the
session, Those resolutions must go thre?
all the forms of a bill in the house and in
the senate before the business is finished.
There is no time to be lost.

Mr. Gregg was in favor of a postpone-
ment. He thought itindecorous to take up
a resolution when the chairman of the com-
mittee who reported it, is absent.- Some
gentiemen seem to think we shall soon
have a war. One says we shall have a war
before the next session.  [Here Mr. El-
liotdeclared that he had said no such thing.]
The proper authority has given us no in-
formatioa to support such an opinion, The
president in his message has told us that
with one nation our negociations are in a
favorable traim. The other is not, we
hear, preparing for war. I can see no
more prospect of war than some years ago,
There was acry of war some years ago.
Armics were raised, and flortifications were
erected ; but they were never wanted, and
the fortifications are now decaying.

Mr. Lyon. I am in favor of the post-
ponement, but not on account of tie new
lessons of decorum we have heard to-day.
They are new to me.
I have beena member of this house, and
pever heard of them before.  *

I"am in favor of postpon¢ment hecause
I believe there is danger of war,,and I be-

solution iu the absence of the chaitman of lieve that danger. will be more apparent at

the committee who reported it. _Is- it not
proper 1o ICrbcarwuswering the argumenis

the end of a fortnight than it is now. Iam
of ,opinion that we sball and_must have
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