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.
LETTER'
the Commissioners of Grorgia, 1o
TL M SSI0DCTS of North-Carolinga..
e L '
Newr Douthard’s Gap ¢f the Dlue
o Ridre, 258 of Fune, 1807,
(iNTLEMEN, )
- crifis has now arr) ve-'!_, w hen from
Jervations at three feveral-times
=ces, by the Adtronomers attend-
4. Commifiioners of each State, it
:ll;;- that the thirry fifth degree of
1y 1atirode willnot be found North
. Blus Ridge, and within the tem-
Ly houndlary lines cf the States of
1 Cawvira,  Scwth Carolina or
s (o that any further artempt.io
it thirty-fifth degree
e ana to diicover it on
and within

11 °
(FREN

Ty
INGHE,

mical gentlemen, fince the forming of

the joint board, and comparing them
with lud)ﬁ'ls have heretofore been made,
r.lbuhr, as We conceive, to raile in our
nfinds a rational doubt, as to the accu-
r;;_vy of the inflruments now made ufe
OfI.

In addition to this, a fiderial obferva-
tion was made lait evening by the Allro-
nomer on the part of Georgia, when it
was found that the ]?Oin[ e are new on 18
four minutes South of the thirty-fifth
degree of North Latitude. Conte mpla-
ting the cafe therefore in al! its varicus
fhapes and fcrms, the truth, ( which is of
all things the molt defirable to_atrain,)
cannct be come at, {hort of a further
mial, and a comparilon .ol thofe now
uted with cther Aftronomical inftru-
menrs. We have rio difliculty in con-
forming to the wiftes of the Comnufli-

oners of North Caro'ina by proceeding

wes ¢ neerned fer the purpole of
ke fune the permanent boun-
| etween the Stares of Nnr-lh-('.uru-
ol Georgiay, will be fruitlefs and
wiling :— e Legiflature of Geor-
iy their 2t of the 1oth day of De-
herintheyear eightecn hondred and
e. exprelsly declare that ali the 1 er-
1y, fituate South of the Southern
adary lines of Fenneliee and Noith-
wlinay at the hezd of French Proad
jer, the Indian itle to which Terri-.
vhad therercle re been extinguifhed,
Wld Le laid out into a county, not
btiggzbut that the State ot Georgia
ptheirpurchale fromthe United States,
had aequired the righr both ot fuil and
uildiction o she fands lying at the head
of Frenich Droad River, and the North
(deof the Bue Ridge ; and venturing
the opinion which ar that time had uni-
verfally obtai ed in the State of Georgia,
hat the fais thirty-fiith degree of North
Lattede would be fourd on the flummit
of fome part of the Blue Ridge, North
of the teinporary boundary lines run by
General Pickens and Col. Megs, and
towhich land the Indian title had been
exingwahed, appotiired their Commil-
fiuners 10 alcertain and plain!y mark the
!nid“llﬂ.

Weare afiured that the Legiflature of
Georgia, at the period of pafling the law
lying out and organizing the county of
Walion, entertained the opinion that
the lollowing points were acquiefced in
bya'l parties having the mnoit remote in-
trelt, to wir:—
kirlt—Thar the State of South Caro-
!'Eﬂ previous 1o her celfion of Wellern
laritory to the United Srates, pofielled
unds of confiderable extent on the
North fide of the Blue Ridge.

Secondly.—That a valuable confider-,
dion was given Hy the State ot Georgia
Wothe United States, for a {cope of ter-
mory including the head warers of
Irench Broad River and Weit of the
B.ueliiid;:c, which Territory the con-
tading parties confidered of fuflicient
mient to form a county of ordinary fize
.Lffl of the temporary boundarv line.

rI hirdly.—T hat the obfervations here-
ioiore made have been in a great degree
U}"ri.?rm in fixing the thirty-fifth degree
o North Latirude at lealt twelye miles
North of Douthard’s Gap —and

Fourthly.—That the State of North-
arolina being heretofore renacious of
e provifionary claule contained in her
& of eighteen hundred and three, ar-
fuss (trongly, that they were in the firm
fhﬂ that the Territory acquired by
i:f;mii from the Upited States \vt"TUId
r‘;}u\!c a number of perfons who had
h :ie t’r}ls"iii agd obtained grants tor
;?u Un:ler the authority of North-Car-
H-ﬁ}. indeed the articies_entered into

he board of Commifiieners betore:
g Alheville and the correfpond-

L ) 2 : .
e bettveen the Executives of the two

tlares abundantly confirm this opinion.
b 1!‘»'1::‘L‘n§'.';u.t'r.1ti0’ns, together with
€obicrvativns made by 1he Aftrono-

to the Teeding Ro k and thereabouts,
endeavoring te find the thirty-Aith de-
gree of North Latitude on the fummit
ot the Blue Ridge and Eaft of the tem-
porary boundary line 5 although candor
at the fame time obliges us to confels,
that we have no hopes of inding the de-
fired point in that quarter from the ob-
[ervations which have been already made
and with the inftruments now ufed.
We arefree to contfels and mal.e the
ceclararien with great pleafure that the
deportinent of the Commifhoners on the
part of North- Caroiina hath been of fuch
a call fince we were made known to

.each other, as to cvince a difpofition

that amity and good will (hould confiant-
ly be preferved trom the commencement
to the completion of our labors; and
we hope that we fhall not be found to
fall thort of evincing the fame difpofi-
tion onour part.

I he good will and harmony which rhe
two States are delirous of maintaining
towards each other, ought by 2!l pofiible
means to be prelerved, and to this end
it {cems defirable that eah party fhould
be completely fatisfied with the refuit of
OUT exeriions § as this ir not our cafe, W€
conicientioufly belicving that there is

. great inaccuracy in the in{truments now

ufed, it would be grateful to us to have

- a poltponement ot the prefent-puriuit,

or an_adjournment of the board until
fome futuie day. It is matter of great
regret with us to be informed, that the
fherifl and tax colleCor of Buncombe
county are hoverig around the camp of
the Commiflioners, in crder as we have
realon to believe, to execute final civil
procefs upon the perfons and property
of the inhabiiants of Walton county, fo
foon as they are found or believed by
our prefent obfervation to be within the
limits of North-Carolita. ~ =

It certainly doth not comport with the
dignity and majeltic attiiude, which'a
fovereign State ought to affume to [uffer
their officers to deprive innocent women
and children of the means of {ubfiftence
and confine hufbands and fathersin a
lodthfome jail when their greatelt fault
was their attachment to the power to

‘which they thought themielves legally

bound. We hope this view of the fub
je&t will have all the influence on the
minds of the Commiflioners which the
importance of it requires; and that
mealures will beimmediately and effect-
ually taken to prevent the evils above
contemplated:

We have already agreed to recom-
mend ar amnelly to be provided-by Le-
giflative -interference for all crimes un-
der the degree of icapital, committed
within the fuppefed limits of Walton
county finece the 1oth of December,
eightesn hundred and three, and we

conceive that the reafons are egually

{trong why provifion fhould be madetor
the cales now under confideration untit
the line {hall be alcerrained in fuch man-
ner as will be fatistaétory to each State.

_To the feveral points in this commu-
nication, which may require it, we hope
to receive your reply {o loon as it may
{uit your convenience. :

We are with refpet and elteem,
Gentlemen,
Your molt ob’t fervants.
THOMAS P. CARNES.
Wwn. BARNETL.
€.
LETTER
From the Commissioners of North-Caro-
lina to the Commissioners of Georgiz,'in
reply to their commuunication I, dated
Juue 25th, 1807.

Near Douthard’s Gap of the Dlue
Ridge, Fune 26th, 1807.
GENTLEMEN,

We have perufed with great attention
and concern the propofition contained
in vour letter of yelterday, to feparate
without completing the bufinels commnit-
ted to us by our relpeétive States :—a
propofition the more to be regretred on
our part, as we do not confider curfelves
at liberty to accede to it ; nor isitin our
power confiitently wirth that franknels
which we wifh to make the ru'e of our
concuct, to acquizfce in the reafons
which you have been plealed to urge in
fu; portol it. It is certainly practicable,
betore our feparation, to alcertain with
zccuracy the 3sthi degrec of North Lati-
tude, either on the Apalackean Mcun-
tains or a'!'/:'w.’.'.‘n', and as we do not per-
ceive that you are reflricted by the refo-
lutions of the Legiflature of thie State of
Georgia, under which you now act, to
that Ridge of Mountains, we flatter our-
fclves you will continue to co-operate
with us until an object fo * neccflary to
the peace anJ weliare ot the Ternitory”
in queltion, and of the two States gene-
rally thall be accomplifhed.

We mult beg leave te deeline entering
into any difculfions concerning the vieus
of the State of Georgia in pailing a law
to eftablifh and organize the county of
Walton, or of the expeciations which
may have been entertained of the extent
of 1ts limits. it being fuliicient for the
prelent to obferve, that whatever thele
views or expettations were, it mult have
been a well known faét at the time, thae
the State of North-Carolina then clain-
ed theright of foil, and actually exercil-
ed jurildi&ion over the [ettlements at
the head ot I'rench Broad River: —nor
can we take any oflicial notice of the
rague conjetures which may have been
formed, art that or any time fince, con-
cerning the point where the 35th degree
of North Latitude would probably be
tound, as whatever obfervations may
have been heretofore made with a view
to its dilcovery, were unauthoriled by
the government of North Carolina and
have never received its fantion:—but
it any fuch ob'ervations were made for
the purpofes of fpeculation, or for any
other private or exparte purpofe, gwe
cannot admit that they are entitled to
that degree of credit which would tend
to invalidate, or call in-queftion the ac-
curacy of the obfervationg which have
been lately made in purfvance of our
convention at Buacombe Court-Houle.
We think the accuracy ot the mftru.
ments may be relied on, and is indeed in
our eftimation.eftablifhed by their re-
markable coincidence inall the obferya-
tions which have been made, and by the
{kill and abilities of the gentlemen em-
ployed by each State to uie them,—gen-
tlemen in the higheft degree eminent
for their fcience and refpectability, and

who, as far as we know and believe,

have neither entertained nor fuggelted
any doubts of the accuracy of the tuftru-
ments with which they are relpectively
turnithed. Such being onr imprefiions,
we¥annot admit a furmile of this kind’
to be fufficient to induce the Commifli-
oners to feparate :—Bul as an evidence

N
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that truth and right are the only objeéts of
our purluit, we are willing to agree to a
free and unreferved interchange of in-
ftruments—that the State of Georgia
fhall have ali the advantage of the ufe of
the two Quadrants and other inftru-
ments in our poflcflion, as well as of
your own—that the oblervations and
calculations fhall be made feparate and
the refult only communicated, but com-
municated to the whole of the Commif-
fioners ; or in concert where each will
have the aid of the other, as you may
prefer. In one or the other ot thefe
modes of proceeding, itis fcarcely pofli-
ble that an error of any hnpostance to
either State can elcape detection, and it
1s extreme!y doubtful whether we ean
expect at any future ti%ie to come toge-
ther either with better difpofitions, bet-
ter inftrments, or with gentlemen bet-
ter qualified to aflift the Commillioners
of boih States than at prefent.

With refpect to the inference which
you have been pleafed to draw from the
article contained In our ceonyvention a-
grecd to at Buncombe Court-Houle,
and from the marner in which the go-
vernment of North-Carolina hath here-
tofore contended, that the extenfion of
the boundary line fhould not affeét pria
vate titles, we beg leave to refer your
attenticn to the act of the laft feflion of
our Legifliiure to repeal a provilo which
had been introduced into former laws
upon that fubject.  You will find it ex-
prefsly declared in the preamble to that
act, as the fenle of the Legiflature, that
the provifionary claule contained in for-
mer laws was not intended to have rela-
tion to the Srate of Georgia, and that
with refpeét to that State, 1t ** could an-
{wer no valuable purpole and might be
an impediment to an amicable and {pee-
dy adjultment of boundary between the
two States.”  This fodur from beingan
admiflion on the part of North-Carclina
that Georgia poilefled the right ot foil
and jurifdic¢tion to any confiderable por-
tion of the fettlements on I'rench Broad
River, is we refpeftfully conceive a do-
cument, which plainly proves the re.
verle, and it canonly we think be infer-
red from the correipendence berween
the Governors of the two States, that
North-Carolina was tenacious of the
principle, and whether much or little of
the lands patented under the anthority
ot North-Carolina fhould be found by
the extenfion of the houndary line to be
within the State of Georgia, that the ti-
tles and pofldffions of —the claimants
fhould not be dilturbed. This is the
view which the Commiffioners of North-
Carolina have unitotmly given of the
fubjett, as well in our difcuffions at Bun-
combe Court-Houfe as ellewhere :—a
view which appears to be warranted by
confidcrations of liberal and magnani-
mous policy, in fupport of which a great
number of precedentsmightbe adduced;
and we continue to think, that if by the
extenfion of the boundary line between
neighboring States in union and politi-
cal friendfhip, a fingle gran:, cr any
number of grants fhould be found to
have been iflucd by one of them through
miltake for lands within the territory of
the other, for which a prior title or ti- ~
tlee had not been obtained, it would
comport more with the dignity of a lo-
vereign State to confirm, than to permit
them to be difturbed or invalidated.
This has been the condu and policy of
the States which form our American
Confederacy towards each other, and it
is under the influence and fupported by
the'equity of fuch precedents that we
have contended, more than for the 3.
mount of the property which we confis
dered liable to be affcéteds

I'hie notice which you have been pleal-
ed to take of the -fiderial-oblervation
made the evening .before the date of -
your letter, is entitled to fome attention

in ouf reply.- It was'made, we unders -




