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;:, liowing CRATION was dclivered. at, States-
: n :,'}c 27th of December last, by Mr.

ot ..f!' 0 k
;‘l::’.-'uf L. Osborne, before the Mount Moriah

Lodges . . ;

The dificulty of the task assigned me by
sy brethren will in some mecnsure excuse the
akness-of my efforts to please and totin-
The path which I am about to pursue
is devious, but has been 0 often trodden, that
nothing new can be ex ected to be pointed out
by me. My subject Is so lqlty, S0 noblg an’d
eqtensive, [tremble at the difficulty of doing i
- iice ; yet T cannot far err in attempting to
vou a distant view of its fcaturcs’. To
jusuf'v our association would be impertinent ;
1 paheg}'ri&'c it would be superfluous, for it
speaks (ov itself to the world. Ol’ll‘ name pur-
s that we are a distinct association whose
origein is in God—we there fore declare our ex-
istesice from the commencement of time.—
Our objects in the carliest ages were the in-
spruction of mankind and the practice ol uni-
versal benevolence. How far w:‘huvg suc-
ceeded the historians of the world testity. If
the wisdom of the universe was concentrated
and pointed to one ohject, T will venture to
pronounce; the result would not be of more
importance o mankind, than w‘haF ‘h‘as flowed
from the pure, copious and never failing .fou‘nt
of Masonry. To our order the world is in-
debted for all the blessings of literature, sci-
ence and religion.  This may be suppnsed by
some unacquainted with our principles as a
atride too far ; but let us use one moment’s
calm reflection, and the assertion is altogether
reconcilcable to sound reasnn. fn earliest
time when our first parents fell from that state
of bliss in which it had pleased the great mas-
ter of all to place them, letters and arts were
unknown. We have the greatest rcason to
suppose that there was left on the mind of
Adam, some traces of that divinity, which had
been breathed into him at his creation. He
well knew that the world was tobe peopled
from him ; he must then have felt the strong-
es. anxiety io eommunicate unsullied, to the
ltest posterity, the exalted idcas which he
had of the parent of ally .There could be fio
means better adapted to this His great end, than
thoigh the medium of association._ . Associ-
ation in those ages of longevity was the best
suhstitute which could be adapted for the pu-
rity and correctness of tradition. In thosc as-
sociations letters had their origin. Jt was ne-
cessary for the presemvation of the society, in
distinction of all others that there ghould be
established certain signs an: ligures by which
their knowledee of one arother, coukl be com-
municated, These signs ov figares called his
eroglyphics, in process of tithe, as the under-
standing of men was matured, werve brought
to that state of perfection in which we find
them at this day. Those lefters themeélves,
are not adequate to convey a most distant idea
of the wtility of their invention. \Without
them, we could not have advanced one step
from our origrinal ignorance ; and now were 1€
possible that Tetters sheuld fall into disuse or
be destroyed, barbarism would be the result.
What mist-be our love, admiration and grati-
tude, to those venerable fathers of antiquity,
whose midsight toils have brounght us to cal-
culate with almost mathematical precision, ns-
tuve's vast extent; who have handed dowi to
us a faith{ul account of the transastions of this
society in'all ages, thereby conveying 1o us a
knowledge of the haman race in every staze
of its advaricement ; but more particularly for
having procured to us aknowledge of the ho-
ly religion by which we aré governed ; with-
out whidh we could not exist,—

We bave every reason to believe by refer-

ring-to the records of dur bady, that with it
many of he most uselul discoveries had theif
origin,
_ The primitive difficulties of arriving at these
improveinents in agriculture, commerce, gov-
ernment and private lifg, which we deem so
trivial, an@awhich facilitate our most ordinary
purposes, were removed by the exertion of the
- first association for the good of mankind.—
Lvery instrument of convenience was gained
by a species of conguest aver ignorance, fiom
the first uncultivated condition of natire —
The first habitations of men were rude caverns
or huts, and these unfurnished with any object
which was pleasing or convgnient; forthe in-
vention of mun had not formed 4 model, and
theéir art was as yet unperfected.

We are not governed by conjecture but by
fact, when we assert that these things were
the “peculiar object of Musonic Associations,

glruct.
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and from their exertions had their source and,

I}él‘fecting. What shouild be our veneration
for an askociation through whom we can ex-
plare the'naturg.ol man, in his weakest as well
as in his most cultivated-state, and appraising
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thejadvantages we have, with a more int<]li-
gent sincerity be thankful to our great master,
wisely fulfilling the functions of life, and pro-
moting by our knowledge the happiness of
others. . . -

It would not be unacceptable to that part of
my audience who are unacquainted with
mysteries of the ctaft, to recuive some know=
ledge of our history. I have heretofore en-
deavored to impress on your minds the fact,
that we have had our origin in the commence-
ment of the world.. Our principles are con-
sonant with the first formation of the grand
system of the universe, and we have built all
our structures agreeable toits laws.. Harmo-

ny pervades and pgoverns the works of crea-

tion ; withont harmony the most superb edi-
fice of masonry would full, :

It is not to be supposed that masonry was
brought to perfection immediately,  The na-
ture of the climate previpus to the flood, be-
ing mild and regular, would prevent the ne-
cessity of any great exertions for the improve-

‘ment of agriculture; as the soil produced

spontaneously whatever was necessary 1o the
wants of man. The great portion of uncul-
tivated ground, giving roem to each individu-
al 1o sctile himself without the hazard of clash-
ing with the rights of his neighbor, it was un,
necessary that much attenticn should be paid
to the science of Gedmetry. At length the
wickedness of man, caused the great buildey
to sweep [rom the earth, beings unworthy of
the blessings they ¢njoyed, and by the flood o
change the fair fabrjc of creation. :

Thé “dificulties. under which the sons o
Noah laboured at their issuing forth from the
ark, set the whole force of their minds in mo-
ton. They found the face of the earth chang-
ed, and the climate variable. They were o-
bliged to apply themselfes to the improve.
ment of agriculture, to supply those wants
which nature at once demanded, and refused
sponianeously to yield ; and to architecture to
shield themselves from the rude Liasts of win-
ter,
As Iabotur and improvement, in those days
of simplirity, constituted the best title to the
occupier of any spot of earth, and population
rapidly increasing, it was proper to ascertain
the bounderies of each than’s possession ;
therefore the attention of the ancients was ear-
ly turned to geometry. _
til the days of Solomen, masonry rapidly
spread its influence over the world.  Numer-
ous were those societies whn professed under
the dilferent appellations of Noachadac, sons
of light, philosophers, &e. to be puided by the
laws of nature, to practice the pure religion
of God, and universal benevolence ; insomuch
that when Solomon had undertaken to build a
temple to the Almighty Father and Grand
Architect of the Universe, more than an hun-
dred thousand masons assembled to assist in
compleating so great a plan. . After the com-
pletion of the temple, when the huilders were
about to retire to their respective COUNtries,
they entered into the most solemnn obligations
to esch other, to support, aid and velieve, and
love onc another in all situations of hife; and
that the benefit of their associaticn should de-
scrtid to their children's children to the Jast
e 2

“Tothi% period we may Inok for the concen-
tration of all the excellencies of our ovder
which had been hitherto scattered over the
carth. “F'his we may ook upon as one of the
most ipportant epochs of the brotherheod, as
from this pevied masonry. may. be said particus,
Jarly to have flourished.  For about a thonsand
vears after the first grand lodge was held in the
temple, lilzc afl other institutions, masonry had
its ebbings and flowingre.

At some periods within this tinfiey anampe-
netrable cloud hung over us, but this was dis-
sipated by the sun of christianitys A star
shone forth in the east, whose resplendant orb
eplightened the utmost quarters of the world.
A league was formed between the primitive
ghristians and ancientimasons for theie mutu-
al support ; and in no time did the, principtes
of the brotherhood exist in- such wurity as
when under the rmmediate cave of the apos-
tles. The doctrine of - brotherly love und
charity echoed fromevery pulpite “& he essen-
tials of masonry was enjoined by all the fol-
lowers of Christi—We now come to that pe-
riod, when Saint John the Evangelist flouvish
erdl, in honor of whom we aréthis day assem-
bled. He taught that which was from the be-
ginning, which he had heakd and seen of, the
word of life, He opened the eyes of men that

they might see’ the light- of the gospel of

Christ, and he taught them to walk upright in
the way of trarth and "holiness. " He manifest-
ed to-us, that we must have fellowship with
one another, to enable us to walk in fellowship
with ‘Him, who -is light and life etertal. He
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bore testimohy of the meekness of our master
and pointed him ont to us, as an example to
be fcllowed by all whe would wish to wilk
witl him jn the cclestial lodge on Lhigh. He
taught us to believe, thut Jesus was‘the corper
stone of that temple of God, built up by the
disciples, and cemented with his blpod, into
which we cannot be admitied butthreugh him
as aredeemer,

From this period masonry spread its influ-
ence rapidly ovér Europe, carrying with il the
waulesome truths of christianity,  As earlyas
the conquest of Britain by the Romans, we
discover the progress of masonry in that island,
but until the Emperor Carauscus grantéd his
charter-to Albanus, one of Lis generals, we
cannat say that it arrived to any degree of per-
fection. | lis seeds once sowa, soon Lrought
forth fruit undet the warm sunshine of religi-
on; ‘and wy therefore find, as the English
ceme more penerally to belicve in the tenets
ol chmstianity, the morve was the art culiivat-
ede  The great Allred was a most distingnish-
ed patran of our ordery, which had been inter-
rupted and frequently almost aunibiluted by
the frequont eruptions of the Picts, Scots and
Duanes. .

This excellent prince, although continually
harrassed by the manifold dusies which press-
ed upan him, from the restlessness ol his sub-
jects and the ferocity of bis ncighbors, had
time to devote 1o the cecouragement of the
science and restoring our order w its pri.uine
dignity. | Ldward and afterwards Athlstane,
becume patrons of masonvy.
the latter a regular grand fodre ‘was constitut-
ed at York, under the immediate cye ol our
crand master Edwine  Under the chaicr
granted by Athtlstane to hjsalirother Edwin,
all the masons in England were summoned to
meet at York in lodizes . The ancient records
of the order were examined. and from He-
brew, Greek and Roman manuscripts, the
book of constitutions was formed, Under these
constitutions all thedodges work.  From this
time recularity and order has prevailed inour
institution, as the hights by which we are led
are most bnllant. [

No material occurrences fell out relative to
our history from that time until the commence-
ment qf the holy wars.  A-pioys zeal led ma
ny devotecs. of chrisuanity from Eurepe, on
the huzardous pilerimuge to Jerusalem, 1o vi-
sit places nrade sacred by the presence and
death of our-Saviour. .

I'rom the moany revolutions which followed
the overthrow of the Roman Empire ad the
atcession of power to th2 followers of Maho-
met, the Saracens had got ‘possession of the
holy city ; and from their enmity.to the chris-
fiun cause, pilgrims uilerwent nunterons ime-
positions. or the noble pwipose of protect-
ing and affording relicf to these wretwbed
christians, an association on the masonic prin-
ciples was formed, called Knights Templers.
Strch was the popularity of their cause and
the excellence of their intentions, that the
minds of men were at once fired with a Zeal
for doing good, and an ambition to excel in
heroie deeds,  The moct powerful ‘monarchs
of Europe took upon themselves the insiriia
of the urdery and did noat hesitate to suhiect
themselves o all its dulies, looking upon it as
the most honorable imstitutien which human
invenuon could create, .

Great was thie exertions of the neble few,
who Brst went to the holy land for its recove-
vy, but from a fatality attendant on most hu-
mran affairs they did not succeed.

The reliques ol the order are naw settled

It the reign of

. [ No. 61q.
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there- are who from a sincere wishi‘to add to
the blessings of society, offer themselves as
candidates to assist in our ‘benevolent designs,
whose lines would not bear the strictest scrue
tiny. « But if we can safely calculate that by an
application of the rules of masonty, there will
be room to hope they will be amended, there
cannot be any great danger in extending to
them the honors of the brotherhood ; indesd
as one of our great ends is the amelioration of
mankind, it may be looked upon ss a duty we
owe fo God and ourselves: . .

Hardened indeed must be the man, who ha-
ving beheld the lights of masonry and tasted
the sweets of our fellowship, does not reform.
Ineffuble must be the delight, and great the
reward to us, if by our exertions one can be
saverl, © \We may be deceived by the external
show ¢f some men, [ully persiading ourselves
that he. would be an honorable appendage to
the body ; I therefore again enjoin it upon you
to be watchful. It has been supposed by ma-
ny, that as there are great difficulties attend«
ing the acquiremient of masonic informution,
none but those v hio have been sufficiently edu-
cated to emprehend the whole extent of our
science should be adimitted.

Buit this is siviking at the fundamentals of
our institution.  \We have more concern with
the heart than with the head. Give us but
men who are of sound principles, and it will
be our care to instruet them in their duty.

Vi hen the fodge opens we meet log(‘tl;cr as
brothers ol the same family. luying aside pre-
judice of every kind; it would therefore be
impropery, pay vicious, to exclude any one
worthy of the benefits of the crait, on account
ol couinry, veligion cr politics.—The reason
why I have made this last observation, is evie
dent to enlightened masons.

T'o brothers who are laboring to ascend the
steps of this Fabrig, I will make some observas
tons.  Ae¢you aie fully aware that you do not
sce cléarly throngh the veil which envelopes
masonty, it will be a mark of wisdami to speak
seldomn on the subject. Theve are artful and
wickedd men who by argument would irritate
you. Pass them by in silence. You are as
yet too frail a column to support so mighty a
dome. Apply yoursclves diligently to-the ac-
quirement of “the knowledge of that station
which you are thought werthy to occupy ; so

that you mav more quickly enjoy greater ho-

nors prepared lor you. To this end attend
closcly to the conversation and mstruction of
*iili;"¥ened bretbren, and faithfully treasure
up within your hearts all the knowledge you
receive; it will increase in the keeping and at
sornc period you will reap the advantages of
it. ' ,

Y ou must as vet be content to serve nntil
you are qualificd to govern.  Ier this purpose,
you should alwars coiidust yourseives with bes
coming respect towards the superior officers
of-the lodge, and punctually attend all regular
meetings, :

. To you brothers who are emerging [rom
darkness, and are mil-way the steps which-
lead to the temple, permit me to adth‘c:&*nn];‘
seife  Iaving labored Fiichfully in the station
vou formerly filled and in the whole course of
vour apprenticeship conducted yourselves wor«
thily, your brethren fully satisficd with your
faithfulness, “have introduced you to partake of
greater benefits and enjoymems than you have
hitherto heen capable ol recetving. . But broe
thers, remember, the greater your honors, the
greater afe the duties expected from vou.——
You are not ouly instructed to exercise all the
moral and-social virtues, but your views are

at the Island of Malta, under the protection of apened to an extensive range of knowledge,

some of the presert potentates of Furope —
From Lurope, masonvy passed into America
with'its fivst seftlers.  The first regular lodge
held in North:Carolina, was undey s charter
from the Duke of Loudon in the year 17367

Our progress in America has been raaiked
from time to.time, by the distinguished cha-
racters who have been at our head. A states-
mar and philosopher Frankiin, a patriot War-
rem, and a godlike Washington.  Nothing can
mors decisively gite the stamp of perfection
to our body, than. those remarkable words of
General Washington, “ that their liberal prin-
“ciples are founded in the immutable fawsof
¢ truth amd justice, and their grand object is
% to promote the-happiness of the human
“orace.” ! -

It is now my duty, brothers, fo explajn to
you your duties which arise from the different
grades you occupy as masons.

As much;, if not ol dur prosperity depends
on the conduét of members of lodges ; it isof
the utmost_importange, that we be careful and
circumspect in the admission of applicants.
,They should be of a sober life and unexcep-
tionable moral character, At least, not har-
dened and incorrigible in wickedness, Many

wherein you mav feast the soul.  Yéu are not
only to understand the elucidation of symbol«
ick masonry, displaved before you at your in-
itiation ; but when time and opportunity will
permit, to make the liberal arts your study.
Knowledge of every species it is your duty to
stek afters  The circumstances and avocation
of some may be a bar to the pursuit of those
branches of science only to be attained by a
course of cl:ssic education. But there are
notic-who cunnot turn their attenfion in some
measure to the attainment of those branches
of knowledwe ‘most spitable to themsslves,——
I deem it the indispersible o ity of those who
are ot laboring under these i]ifﬁculticq., to
Lend their minds to the a¢juirement of all use«
ful, liberal and clégant accomplishments ; and
in as much as in Gim lies, to promote the in»
formaticn of less enlightened brethren. ‘T'd)
specify those particular brinches of study,
which belongs to your grade, bréthren. would
be a fask of ages to fulfil, The volume of
nature li¢s open belorevou, and whatever yoa
can ¢xtract therefrom or the beneht of min-
kind, it is your rluty to bring to perfection for
their us¢. Tt may appear that the duties en-
joined on you are tuo heavy for the capacuy
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