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oUSE OF RZ;};_m\ UTTVES.

paaTE ON G call for information velative o the

YT state of our foreign relations,
™ Tuukspay, Feb. 18,

T:t"; rammittee of the whole having just
norted the bill to raise an additional army,
M Vay DYsE submitted the following re-

solutiu which the Heuse agreed o consider,
] LLERS .

Aves 535 ;

‘x}f‘\]:ﬁ.st"..fd, That the President of the United
s be requested to commupicate to this

House suchs information touching bur foreign

futions as he may decn consistent. with the

[ilic interesty the better to enable this House
1o judge how far the military establishment
ol the United States ought to be increased.

Ar. VAN Dyxy said it would be recollected
that the President, in his message to Congress
pad given reason 1o believe that he would in
the course of the session luy- before them in-
fyrmation relating to this very subject. A ne-
wociation Was now going on ; in what situati-
o it was impossible to say. We know no-
winie of it as legislators, suid he, for certainly
we as legislators cannol act on the rumors
ahich ave-afloat. There ourht to be a com-
munication between the Chiel Magistrate and
the. Representatives of the union when em-
ployed in public business. The Chief Magis-
trate cannot find himself embarrassed by this
gesolution ; it is couched in terms which leave
Lim at liberty to communicate that inform-
tion, or withhold 1t; it is-not my wish to ex-
tract from the cabinet a single syllable whieh
v« uld affect the negociations, but when bills
of this kind are bronght before us, it must be
dusirable to every man anxious to dischurge
hisguty to know what can be known on this
iportant subject. L. thercfore liope the
House who are now acting blindfold as to the
subject of foreign relations, will request the
Executive to give us such information as can
hecommunicated, to enableus to judge of the
expediency of ihcreasing our militury estab-
lishment.

Mr. Dawson hoped the resolution would
rt be agreed to. Under the constitution
which it is the duty of the President to obey,
he is directed to give to this House whenever
he shall think proper, information relative to
the matters, within our cognizance. Had the
gentleman {rom Delaware read the last mes-
sage from the President on the subject of fo-
reign aflairs, he would have there fuund “ No-
tling shall be wanting on my part which may
give information-or dispatch to the procesd-
mzs of the legislature in the exercise of their
high duties at a moment so interesting to the
public welfare.””  This assurance was made
wien we first convened and in this I place en-
{iee confidence, . Whenever the public good
requives, a disclosure will be made : I bave no
doubt at all-times and in every point which it
15 his duty to inform the House that he will
meke communication. In my judgment it
would at this time b® improper to make the
communication which the gentleman cxlls tor.
i there be any subject which requires Eixecu-
tive secrecy, it is the negociation now, pend-
ing. Docs the gentletnan desire that the Pre=
sident should say I wish to raise 50 or 100,000
men? Would not this shew the state of the
negociation, and would it not have an il ef-
fect? At any time when any thing shall oc-
air which shall require a decisive act, no
doubt communication will'be made.

Mu Ervior said he differed radically with
the gentleman from Virginiae He thought
this the most proper tinie that could have
been sefected for calling upon the President of

, the United States for information respecting
our foreign relations. - Was there ever a time,
said Mr. E. when a crisis of such moment a-
mid circumstances so inguspicious and omi-
nous as those which now encircle us, tould ren-
der information more” desirable ? Can tlere
ever be such a time, .when this House shatt
have less information than at this time on the
subject of otir relations, with forcign powers ?
Are we ngver to be permitted to pierce this
impenetrable veil which has so-long covered
o' political prospect with thick and dark
clouds? Shall not a solitary ray of light wan-
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der through the gloom ? 1 hobe we are not

much longer to rewain: in dgrkness. I hope
i~ Representatives of the American people,
and the people themselves are, at no very dis-
tnt ddyy to know how our forcign relations
ot only now stand, but"how they have been
p.-m!u."{crl for several years pa'str., Over our
rulatipns with Spain and France, notwitlistanl-
iy their extremely delicate gharacter, a<loud
as dark as ever covered the political atmos-
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Ficic ol any vepublic has lene been suspends
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ed.  All we know is, that dreadful is the pros-
pects and that * shadows, clouds and darkness
rest upon it”

But the reason why it i3 said this is so in-
auspiciovs a time is, because a negociution is
groing on betwveen tae government of the U,
States antl.an envoy extraordinary from the
rovernment of Great Britain; because a ne-
aociation is going on at the seat of govern-
ment with one of the three great powers of
Europe with whom our relations are so inter-
esting, we are not to call for information on
the suh‘}urt of our lureign rclutions generally.
11 I understand the resolution now under con-
sideration ic is a call for a general view of our
situation ;. it calls for such information respect-
ing our forcizn relations as the President shall
deem it consistent ith the public interest to
communicate. Is it possibiz that at any tno-
mis-whatever a request ol that kind can be
vhjected to? Can there be a time when it
could be lighle to the least objection? Livery
gentlemun Eiows that we have not the power
o coerce information ; our power is limited
the request,  As the President's inessage has
been alluded to, T will ‘shserve tHat we are
told in his messapge that impartant informati-
on will soon Le communicated—and none off
any consequence has yet been comnwnicated.
\When I say that no informationof consequence
lias Uren communicated, I would be understood
to say none of consequence, when compared
with the immense mass which the xecuuve
must posscsi—compared vith these volumes
of documerits which every man within these
walls kiows that the Executive does possess,
pothing has been stated to us. I geatiemen
who object o this resolutign recoi'ect that this
House as a branch of the nationzl legislature,
is eirfrusetd with the most important,mos. aw-
ful power that can be cenfided to any depart-
ment of uny government, the power to declare
war. _

At the commencement of this session mem-
bers on this floor, highly fespected fov ther
political talents, venerable for their political
experience, members, at least one ol them, se-
cond 1o none in political services, told us thit
they considered that we were alvendy actually
in a state of war. [ differed irom them. I
didd not believe we were iy a state of war—
nor da I believe that we are now ; but every
one knews that there is a prospect, nay, a
great probpbility of war, and Congress alone
can prepare for the events - ‘The measure now
under consideration (the bill for raising an ad-
ditional army) and waich appears to have led
to this resolution calling for information, fs
certainly a measure of a warlise aspect, Do
we want an additional army, i we have no
prospect of war ? We have distinet bills for an
addition to the peace establishment and for a
provisionalarmy. It appears to me then that
we ought to know, as far as we can with pro-
priety, what is the prospect in the most ex-
rensive view cf it.

In the message of the President of the U
States. at the ¢cemmencement of the-present
session, of our differcnces with Spain he says
they “ remain stii] unsettled ; no measure ha-
ving been taken on her part, since my 1t
cormunications, to bring them to a clonedss
But under a state of thingswhich may favor ie-
comsideration, they have been recently press-
edy and an expeetation is cmert:\:ﬁncd that they
thdy s000 Lrought to an issue of som:
sort.” ¢
We have no informatieti oo this subject ;
but if we niay judge fromt what hits hereiofore
taken place, we must expect'war with Spain.
She has once iiivaded onr territory,; in conse-
quence of an agregment witl our commander
in chiel the invaders retired ; and we are now
told no measures have since tha*, timg heen
tuken to bring our differcnces with hid to a
closes  Spain felt herself authorised to take
possedsion of a portidn of our territory, aud
since that time no concession has been made
which can give us the least assurance that she
has abandoned the ¢laim or that she may not
soun reassert at. ¢ '

As it respects the same power we are told,
«To our former grounds of complaint has
been added a very serious one, as you will see
by the decree, a-copy of which is now com-
muticated. Whether this decree which pro-
fesses to be conformable to thatof the Frénch
governmient of Nov, 21,1806, heretofore com-
municatid to Co‘gl'ess, will also be conform-
ed to_that dnits construction and application
in relaticn 1o the United Statés, had mot been
ascertained au the date of our last communica=
tions. ‘Thiese however gave reason to expect
siich & conformity.” | It was intimated that
there was reason™o -espect that that decree
would be conformed to the I'rench degree;
and I believe it was a very reasonable expect-
ihot there should be a perfect ¢&
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in the decrees of the French and Spanish go-
vernments. We. now know what is the real
construction of the French decree,  aidl we
kiow it to be tantamount to a declaration “of
war, but we chuse not to consider it in that
point of light, ‘ SRl

. France hus declared war against Amenica,
ariil America does not chuse to declare that a
state of war exisis between the twe powers.—

The treaty between this country and France °

stipulates that we shall enjoy {ree commerce ;
the decree says we shall have no commerce.
Irance therelore has broken the treaty, and
we mzy with propriety consider ourseives at
watr with France if it should be thought pru-
dent to do so.  T'he sarhe vemark does not ap-
ply to the late decrees of Great Britain, be-
cause there exists no commercial treaty be-
tween, the U Siates and Great Britain.

« YWhether a regular avmy is to be raised
and to what extent depends on the informa-
tion so shoitly yexpected.”  Here is an ex-
plicit deefaration by the President that the
raising of an avmy and the extent of it must
depend on information te be received. We
have received informadon that the deeree of
the French govermment is to be Juerally exe-
cuted ; bt we bave not-supposed it necessury
to raise an army in consequence of the deter-
mination of that government tg execute it
1 urther information then is contemiplated ds
a_ matter of contingency on which depends
theeonsideration of the questior whether we
shall Bmve a regular armmy or not. So ci-
teeniely interesting is the state of our foreign
relations in general ; so perlectly convinced
am I, and so must be all the members of this
House, that the Executive is in possession of
infurmiationon of the state of our loreign relati-
ohis with France und Spain, dad that=a porti-
on of it ought to be exhibitzd to that branch of
the government which must prepare for and
declore war, if we have war 3 and so far-con-
vinced am I of our incompziency to pass that
judgment upon the state ol fureignrelations
which our duty requires, @i to pursue.those
mcasures necessary to be pursued, that T do
most cordially approve of the motion made by
- gentemun feom Detawarces . If no - other
objection than  what has heen offiered can be
1;.->-mu:d ont, it ought to be adopted. The ex-
islin;; nt'f;l‘l.';aliul‘n canunot operale as unol;jt:c.-
tion ; Secause the President is not bound to
communicate any thing which he may think
proper to conceal.  I{ this does not constitute
an abjection, there can bo nore. _

We are told because the President said that
nothing shall be wanting on his part tha it is
not proper to cxtfor information.  This is 1o
me avery strange argument ; and nothing
cun be more hostile 1o the pringiples ol a
frce povenment, than the delibertic assump-
tion of such a positien. Is our government
mdeed a povernment of confidence 7 It may
not indeed be as it has been called, a govern-
ment of suspicion. but it is certzinly pot a
government ¢ ultimate confidences. The ¢on-
stitution has said that the President shall
from time to time communicate. such infor-
mation as. he deems proper, ard has thus
made bim the judge of whzt 15 moper
for commusnication ; but practice hag long es-

tablished the principle that the ifouse of Re- #hadon that

presematives have a vight to eéquest informa-
tion whenever they chose to ask ite I there-
fore tlere is l_liii:f:l-,;' in the present state of
things which forbid this resolution, [ cannot
see why it should be objected to. 1 disclaim
the unbounded confidence professed by the
gentleman from Virgimia; 1 disclaim itas a
friend to the rights of the American people, &
as one of those entrusted by them in acrisis of
great danger o tuke care of their great poli-
tical interests, the real state of which they are
not themselves permitted to know. ' dis.
claiming unbounded confidenze, I mzke no
personal -discrimination-  Were Washipgton
at the head of the gonerne cnt, T would dis-
claim it asd now do. The days of Washing-
tonyindeed, are past; but principles remain
the same.  YWhoever is placed, at the head
of the go¥ernment on hini-1 shall not lesi-
tate toscall o commuhicate such information
as Ne-may think proper. * When Xsay how-

cver that in disclaphing this unbounded con-.

fidence « ¥ make no personal application, I
wish it fo be distinctly understood that I
huve no éxtrabrdinary degree of confidence
io the present administratSone—exiraordinGry.
1 repeat ; I have a confidence that it is pur-
suing what it de¢ms the interest of the nation
—-but I -am not so confident that its conduct
is consonant o the dictates of a sound judge-
mnent. It is impossible, however, to.forma
correct opinion on the subject. * “Ail is con-
jecture.  luformation is wanted. It may ap-
pear that the administration - is pursuing the

and €7 so0, it "is cemtainly
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desirable' to remove @H suspicion from the
public mind. :

" Mr. Lyon made some observations in favor
of the resolution ; ip‘the cowrse of his ob-
servations, remarking that many stories had
beencirculated of French influencerespecting
the embargo ; so that if for ne other reason
this resolution ought tb de adopted bEcause
it would operate an egonomy of lies. -

Mr. M. Cray moved that the resolution
lie on the table. ¥t was not improper but
premature. He was of the' same opinion as
to the Lill under consideration to-day (addition-
al army )—racher. prematures !

Mr. Coox said he wanted information.
Was there any thing indieative of war? Did
they fear immediate war ? Noj;.they did not.
And afterall that had taken place, he wished
toknow whetherthey were to have peaceor war.
- Mr. Vax_ Horne was opposed to the re-
solution at thistimeyend wus also Jdetermined
not to vote for the bill this day under consid-
eration (additiohal army) till he had informa-
tion.: Thist was an imprpper time however
1o ask it. It must be known, said he, that
we are waiting for information and that the
state ol events has prevented its being com-
municated.  What are we now to do? We
are told that the advocates of the resolution
do not want improper infcrmation, «The in-
formmation called foris with a view direclly,‘
expressed, o enable us to act aon a . war
measure.  What must the  President say 2.
If he recommegds ths raising of roops, or
to the cor trary, it shews his opinion with
reshect to the pending negociation, and such
au opinion the President may not wish wo
advance. - It in the duty of the Presidentie
communicate information at such times asa
the public good may require it. He Knows
that we want information. He has expressly
told s npothing shail be wanting on his
part to give dispatch to our proceedings at a
moment so intcresting (o the public welfare.
What more could he have said 2 Does any
man doubt that he will give us information
when ¢it-is necessary o act.  Then if. it be
necessary in. his opinion that an army shall
be raised. that will-be a moment in Which'ig
will be proper for him to communicate infor-
mation. And till that tume I shall not vote
either for increasing the peace establishment
or for ruising an army. I will not act with-
out information ; aud T would not be under-
stood as willing to ruise twelve ot filteen
thousand mien without beivg satisfied that
they are mecessary. And 1 hope the bill
will not be called pp till we have informotion
on which we can Le suiisfied wacther or not
It IS NECESSary o raise on armys

M¢s. Bacow caid that as the proposition
now Defore the House did not seen to him to
be one which necessarily involvedin itany ques-
tion of political o2 persunal confidence in the
chief mag  trate of the pativny he could not
think that it was requisite for hiin to seizu
upen the occasion fur the purpose of decluring
whether he entertained that. confidence o
not, especially when he considered; that how-
ever important it might Le that the opinions
of some other, gemtlemen in the House
should in that respect Lbe kmown, and they
account undoubtedly supposcd
that they were discharging a high and sclermpn
duty in explicitly decliting them ; yet, with
repard to himself, it was a matter of too
little consideration either with the House or
the nation, to justiiy him in stepping aside’
from his duty, for the purpose of proclaiming,
hs individual confidence, or expressing his
distrust of the Executlve magistrate. ‘What-"
ever his.personal partialities or-aversions in
that respect might be, he could hot  perceive.
the necessity of calling them into -action for
the purpose of enabling him- to decide the
question now before the house ; and in give
ing his vote in the negative, he felt that he
should stand jusificd init mervely by that
constitutional confidence which as a member
of oné branch of the government, ;he might
be supposed to enteitain towapds another
branch, and that was all which on this  occa-
sion hre thought it necessary to express. It
is provided, said he, in the 2d article and 3d
section of the constitution * (hat the Presi-
dent shzll from time to time give to the Con-
gress information  of the state, of “#he Union,’
and recommend to their considerajion such
measures as he shall judge = necessary, and
expedient,” Injthe performance of this duty
he is undoubtedly entrusted with . discre -
tionary power for the dueand proper .exer-
cise of which he is fully responsibles ™ 3 he s
possessed of any information which ;
have an important Dbearing on Our MEASUIES -
and deliberations, and which  the public inter-
est does not for the - present require him /20
keep setret, and he notwithstanding fails 10




