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I'or THE MINERVA,.

On the 29th day of February, 1808, a nurmiber
of citizens of Stokes county convened to-
.ther in Salem, for the purpose of delibe-
rating on the propriety of sending an address
1o our representatives in Congress, respects;
ing the present critical situation ol “our
country and the measures adepted ; when
George Hauser, Esquire, was unaniniously
elected chairman, and Charles F. Bagge,
secretary.—After which, the following Ad-
dress was read, and debated paragraph by
paragraph, and agreed toy

T the Honorable Mesreck FRANKLIF, and
the other Refiresentatives in Congress, for
the State of North-Carolina.~
CENTLEMEN, : ;

The present alarming crisis in the na-
tional affairs of the United States, the anxiety
ahout the fate of our beloved country, and the
right wey as freemen have to a knowledge not
only of all the proceedings and measures of
gu-.:cr:mwnl: but also of the motives leading
tu extraordinary measures, and likewisé that
vou ohtuin a knowledge of the semtiments of
vour constituents, which is not a privilege, but
4 rizht we have to declare to you, is the apo-
Jogy for vur present address.

We have heen informed of extraordinary, a-
Jarming, and perhaps indecisive mieasures of
the Legislature of the U. States; the most
prominent whereof are lhc embargo on the
shipping of the United States, und the non-
inportation dct revived and going into opera-
tin. Of the latter we have only the opinion,
that the benefit to ouyr country must appear
problematical, “of prolnibiting the importation
of articles from ane country, at a time when
neither our own country furnishes them, nor
can they be obtained with safety from any o-
ther. .

The act laying an embargo has diffused g4-
neral alaem.  The impressions on our minds
ws being the probable result of its operations,
have been the following :

Ist. The total destruction of our commerce,
that source of life and activity to the apricul-
tre of this country. Is commerce destroyed,
then agriculture consequently Ianguishes, and
15 eventually ruined also. In vain does the
husbandman sow his grain, plant his cotton or
tobucco, or any article for exportation; in
vain rear his cattle of support a dairy, if he
ean find no mar ket for his sin plus productions :
These must pevish and rot on his hands : It is
not worth his while to raise mere than thg im-
mediate wants for the consumption of his fa-
mily ; he cannot pay his debts, cannot dis-
chatge his dues towards the support of gov-
ernment; cannot rear his sffspring to indus-
try, and cannot give them an education surta-
Ule to his former wealth and standing in'soci-
¢tv.  Hence result idleness and the cotieomi-
tant evils, porertyy ignomance, fraud and cor-
Tupion, the amar pat: i is lost, and at last [ol-
lows a servile gubmission to the voke of any
pretender or despot.  Providence has blessed
our country with a variety ol agricuitural pro-
ductions ; the superabundance of which is of
no.use to us without the aid of commeree ;
that once destroyed, our f.ims will return to
their primitive state of native wilderness, It
15 absurd to say, that the mercantile interest
suffers alone : the fallacy of such reasoning is
‘p‘lamly tobe inferred from what has been said.
I'he agricultural interest is so closely connect-
ed therewith, that they in fact make but onc
mterest, and if the one be destroyed, it takes’
the other inevitably along in its fall ; and w#
should be afraid to offer an ihsult to common
Semse, were we to demonstrate that manufac-
luries on a large scale cannot be establivhed
to advantage in a country whose populationtis
%0 scattered.

2d, If we give up our commerce tamely,
our great commercial rival will surely tuke the
advantage and grasp the ‘commerce of the
world"into her own_hands ; ‘which from her
Power and activity pn every ocean, sheis epa-
bled to.doj and of her readiness to take ad-<

- Yantage, there can be no doubt. And are we
ready to say, that we will suffer others exclu-
avely o be our carriers ? . :

" 3d. Qur commercial advantages have cer-
tainly been great, and that our country flour-
lfahed thereby cannot be denied. If we suffer
the chunnels of wealth gained by commerce to
belost to us-amd other nations 1o take posses-

sion thereof, they may be lost to us forever ;.

and it will at least require time, wisdom and
perseverance to bring us back again to that
flourishing copdition whence we had set out.

4th. The sailors of our numerous merchant-
men will be out of employ. They are inured
1o 3 seafaring life—the sea is their element,
where they have. been brau%ht up, They.

fre

would not willingly take up with another mod
of life ; dod.if they would, the greater part of
them are not'able to earn a subsistence in any
other way. Shall they be supported by cha-
ritv 2 TFor a short time this would do ; but
gharily i6 at ah end.'w[‘i_-cn the foun_;aitls which
support it arg dried up. -They must either
fall ipto a dissolute life and become a burthen,
or which is much more prebable, go over to
our rival and strengtlten theirelrendy dreaded
navy. -

5th. Tn the north and in the south we are
bounded Ly colonies of two Furopean powers.
The embargo cannot aflect them. “In the
north the citizens of the United States can
form connections ' with the subjects of Great-
Britain, and those in the scuth with the sub-
jects of Spain ; and thus the embargo be a-
voided there, 1o the manifest advantige of our
adjoiniig neighbours. It iz well knpwn that
upper Canada and others of the British pos-
scssions in North America, are capable of
great improvements; and it is equaily well
known that the British government ¢ncoura-
ges the settlement of those parts by all means.
If then the United States languish and pine
away for want of paternal care i our gaern-
ment, or by putting the inhabitants thercof in-
to a state of inactivity, it will not affect the
British colonies in the northe  The more we
lenguish, the more will they flourish, and pri-
vilemes be multiplied to entice the etizens of
the United States to become their subjects.
Can it be bhelieved that people will consent to
be bound down to inactivity, and not take up
with advantages the energy of another govern-
ment will hold out to them ? Thousands will
emigrate from the United States, and can you
hinder ll?‘n? It is in vain to app=al to patn-
otism. The multitude always take things as
they are at the present moinent, and as they
operale on their feclings.  Is it not an histo-
rical fact, that multitudes have emigrated from
the United States, even in times of their high-
esf prospetity inwo the British noithern colo-
nies. and are now settfed there ! Will they
not de the samfe when pressed Ly want, pro-
duced by inzetivity 2 Thus the weapon irtend-
ed to wound,our rival, will arm L with new
strength and powér. : _

6li. The embtiarge will destroy the revenue
and revefiue system of the United States.——
Our whole revenue is dervived [rom commerce 5
when that is: ruined, theire is norevenue. tiow
then shall povernment be supporied. our debis
paid und the naticn be defended 5 and af yon
speak of wary, how is that to be supported ¢ By
a revenue from internal taxation ? What arti-
cles in our country cun beesr a taxation equal
to the wants of the government, when indus.
iy is paralized by an act which muhes out
staple commodities of no value f And if we
should have war, how is a revenue t be rais-
ed, anet how are the defenders of the country
tu be paid their pittunce ?

These are a {ew of the impressions on our
mind occasionied by the late measures ol gov-
ernment.  That by the deprivation of com-
merce we are alieady, and shall still be more
subject to suffer namberless hardships, cannot
b~ deni¢d. These we would bear patiently,
did we but know that the present ineasures of
government might ultimately result to the be-
nefit of the union. lIgnorant of the causes
which lead to such measures, we are surprised
that they are kept a secret from -the, public,
and still more are we astonished that the act
laying an embargo could Wave been censcrited
to by ecur representatives in Congress, whert
éven they had not full information e our situ-
ation in relation to some foreign governments.
Our feelings were alarmed when we sa'w a mo-
tion made in the sccret sessions of Congress,
to have papers relating to a communication of
a foreign power to the administration, lail be-
fore the house for information, rejected by the
same.  \We cannot but then infer, that they
have acted by some impulse or other withont
having had all the bearings of the object in tull
view. In vain do we then look for informati-
on from our represcntatives, whereto we Irzve

Airight, when we must suppose themsclves

not fully informed, and our whole knowledge
is to "Consist of the rumours of the day, which
may be erroneous, and which we often find
hard to believe: We will for instance, not
belicve, that with the administration a prefer-
ence is given to one of the belligerent .powers
hefore the other, for it is congenialto our frel-
ings that this couutry should be perfectly neu-
ttal Letweca them. With hoth, without pre-
ference, good faithr otight to be kept, and the
injuties of the one ought to be resented as
well as thosg 'of the other; but we must con-
fess, that 6br beliet in the impartiality towards
both the belligerent powers is somewhat sha.
ken, when we see.all the acts and papers ¢f
and relating to one of thesc pewers are promul,-
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gated, whilst those of the other are kept a se-
cret from the nation. We hope not that the
time has yct arrived, when we are to be made
the dupes or tools of any foreign power on
earth. - We are not yet vipe for it. - \We are
konest Americans,.and as such, our wish is (1o
stand neutral in foréign quarrels and wars, and
to lend neither open nopgecret assistance (g
any. . The same injuriecs we receive from
both, ought not to be resented in the one and
submitted to in the other.  Both ought to be
treated with the same policy. v e
It is to be lamented that deserters from a
navy of a friendly or neutral power are suffered
o get encouragement to serve in the navy of
the United States. This cannot but be a
source of endless animosities and difficulties.
Will not that which would be irritating if done
to-us, be also the same to others if done to
them ? And cannot an act of legislature cut
asunder this knot of reiterated misunderstand-
i!l_s:s 4 .-
* It is with reluctange that we express cur re-
gret that we perceive even on the floor of
Congress, an cncroachment on the liberty of
speech ; for. when a member declaring his
honest sendiments and perbaps fiffering from
others of a certaindescription, is immediately,
denounced A. British parfigan; then adieu to
the liberty of speech and the libertivs of the
coustry.. Such denunciations, though proper-
ly meant to capt=ate the public out of doors,
have no more eficct on us, than that we see a
pernicious party spifit blasting the best hopes
of the United States,. is kept up: - “Those that
speak Jeast about British or French influence,
we think our best frignds.  We have also to
state our mortification, that as mugh a8 the
rumours of war arve afizat, we can hear of no
cflicient navy, 1o fortificatinps, .and hardly of
arms and ammunition for the dcfence of the
country of an adequate amount te be provided
for.  And if all shail be provided for at ‘the
commencementof a war, our country will feel
the dire effects of weakness before we can be
in a state of preparation 3 besides - which,
where is the money necessavy for such arma-
ments to cume from, when the revenue has
ceased 1o Ering its millions nto the trcasury.
It is a pity the wise maxim, “ That a state
wishing to be at peace, ought ulwaysto be pre-
pared for war,” has been neglecteds. The
more we reflect on these things, the nore are
we astonished that the time of Congress is
taken up with Lolding caucusses, forestalling
people’s opinions, and that such ditiful mo-
tions as that ol removing the seat of governs
ment can be courtenuiced by Congress. . We
vill not trespass wny longer on * o1y time, and
it emly remaing lir us to inform you that the
wishes of the people are---peace with all the
world ; inpartality to, and ncutrality beiween
belligrrent powers ;- not to submit to the die-
tates, frowns or smiles of any power on earth.
As long as there are ways open to negaociation,
recourse (o that methiod of settiing differences
ought 1o be had without eguivocation and
ncedless punctilios on our side.  If injuries
received by any one cannot be settled without
having recourse to srms, let the warbe solely
Awmerican, and stand on its own merits, and
not be called forth by the artifice, intrigue,
command, josibuition, throatentng or promi-
ses of any, third power. Americans will ce-
fend thicir | libsrtics, bt will-discain to fight
the battles of any foreign power, even of the
mightest monarch on earth. We ave still in
Hopes that our fears for our country will be
dispelled by a true stalcment and some conso-
Jatory information, which will be gratelully
received by vour honest constituents, '
On motion, it was unanimously ordered,
that this Address be sent to Mesheck Frank-
lin, Esq: Member of Congréss from Surry
district, and that a copy of it be forwarded to
a printer in this stale, 1o have it pulilished.
I hereby fertily the above to be a true copy
from the original, .
C. F. BAGGE, Secretary.
ety £ () § ——
~ For Tuk MINERVA.
__At the last session of the Inferior Court
held for the County of New “Hanover, the
following presentment was made: by the
Grand' Jury. |
} Court of Pleas and
New Hanover County § Quarter [Sessjons,
. February Term, 1808.
Convinced -as we the Jurors are::of the
wisdom, patriotism and integrity of the Presi-
dent, Vice-Presudent, and Congress of the
United States, and approving thé measures
which the present Administration have purt
sued ; we behold with regret, and-present as
a grievance, the: conduct of certdin persons

who to and {ro in the county aforesaid,

endeavouring to ‘pliepate’ the minds of the
> T

{No. 624.

good citizens of this county from a confidence
in the general Government.
At this awful crisis, when the deadly ha.

-tred of two great rival nations has convulsed

the whole civilized world, and when the vin.
dictive enemy of tlfose contending powers,
has givena rude shock to the commercial in-
terests of the United States, it becomes the
duty of every good citizen, to strengthen the
arm of the constituted authorities, in order
that the. rights of an unoffending neutral pa«
tion may nst be trampled upon.

Sincerely as we do sympathize with those
of cur fullow sufferers, from the restrictions '
on trade, yct we are convinced that the Em-
barggo was a mcasure dictated by wisdom,
prudence and sazfety ; and from the superior
information of our Delegates in Congress, we
repose entire confidence, that they will not sa-
crifice our interestsi--And we confide, that the
Embargo will beof fia longer duration than
comports, with the dignity., honor, and solid
intevests of the United States.

This presentment, was signed by A. Fa
Macneill the foreman; and by

It will be remembered that in this State
Grand Juries must make their presentments
upon oath, and that they shall meke no pre-
sentments-for efivy, hatred or malice. There
are but two.ways by wnich a Grand Jury is
permitted (o receive infurmation---one is the
personal knowledge . of 12 of them as to the
truth of the fact to be presentedee-the other is
the evidence of withessés). and these witness<"
es must be swofn in openh Court, and a cene
tificate . by the - Clerk of their having been
thus sworm, ;sent along with them to the
Jury, othefwise they cannot be received : and’
Where itshall bappén thattess than 12 of the'
Grand Jury know the fuct to be presented =
a presentment cannof be made ‘upon their
information. .7 ‘Phe - oath they ‘take is not as
witnesses, Lt a8 Jurors---they must inform
the Atterney for the state, and be sworn like
other witnesses. [t is the same with respect
to'a petit jury.: For i any petit juror-knows
a fact material (o the case{ his information
cannot be received by his brother jurors
upon thair retirement ; but he must be sworn
like any other men, and his: brethern must
receive his testimony just as they would re-
ceive that of any other witness, who was not
ane ofythe jary. . WHen the fact to be pre=
cented is supported by testimony, it is an inve=
riable practice of this country, for the State’s.
Attorney, to draw up an indictment, and in
this case the foreman attests th@®finding by his
single signature.  Where it is upon the per-
sonal Enowledge of 12 of the jurymen, these
12 who know the fact, attest that knowledge
by their individual “signatures.—This latter
course has been the one pursued by the jury
in the preseut case ; from whence it must be
iniferred, that the jurymen were themselves'
personsdly acquainted with the fact.

We desire it to be observed that they do
rot mention the names of any persons who'
have been concerned in committing the of<
fence which they have described ; vet these-
jurymen  have been drawn indiscriminately
tromg afl parts of the county. Can any man,
believe that under these circumstances these!
12 jurymen had piersonal RKnowledge of the
offence, and yet were ignorant of the offen-
dors 2= And-swas it not their duty il they
It themselves une the oblization of am
oath toexecute faithfully an impertant public
trust, to disclose 1o the court the names of
thnse who were concerned in the commission
ui so nefarious an offence f-e--

It is proper that we should 1% this place
state to the publiey! that we have for some
trme past, been active in endeavoring to as=
certzin the sense of the people, concerning
the Embargo act----intending that if they
should wish to obtain a repeal of it, to join
with-thenr in the exercise of a constitutional
ripiit which we have to instruct our represen-
tative in congress to e:ideavor to obiain 'its
f-'l:(.'t.'l'l-}' r'e pénl. TFhis is all that we h#ve done
or attempted to do 4 and althodgh »&'e no
way bound to assign reasons for the'eXercise
of-a ¢onstitutional right---nevertheless as we
“’itill L0 5[;1[](] jtt\iliﬁl‘.‘d to our ‘fcllow rilizens,
for all our acuons of a public tendency, we
will assign our reasons at the close of this
paper. A el :

-~ As we neither know nor - believe that any

'|j:ci -ons but ourselves have of Jate ‘been en-

deavenring to ascertain the opinion of thc_
people relative to the Embargo la, we must
bélieve that we are the persons meant .lo be

presented ; and Hhis is manifest from ';l_l (L
follows after the gricvance stated iy the . at
as the cause of presentsyept.---It i?_ m’ 5:’7
quivocal appeal to the, Pl‘ﬁv‘::‘—"‘-’ ‘S‘lllport <ll|:;
acty asif, we had ! een seduci"dg them to desa
voy ity Which “g¢ certainly neyer digd, *
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