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Pregident’s IR eagage.

¢ and House of Refireseniatives

To the Senat

"5 of che United States
’ It would have bLeen a source, [ 'low-citi-
. genis, of much gratification, if our last com-

munications from Europe had enubled me
toinform you, that the belligerent naiions,

T

The docurgents, eontaining the corgespen.
dences on the subject of the foreigh "edicts
against our commerce, with the instructious
givento our ministers at london and Faris,
are now laid belore you.

The ccmmunications, made to Copgress, at
their Jast session, explained e posture in
which the close of the discussions relative to
the attack by a Brizish stap of war on the fri-

whése disregard of neutral rights has been
so destructive to our commerce, had become
awakencd to the duty and true policy of re-
voking their unrighteous edicts. That no |
means might be omitted to produce this sa-
Jifary efect, | lost no time in availing my-
self of the uct authorising a suspension, in
wiinle orin party of the several embargo laws.
Qv minsiers, at London and Paris were in-
siructed (o explain o the respective govern-
mei s there, our disposition to exercise the
ancanrity in such manner as would withdraw
the prefext on which the aggressions were
oriwmally founded, and open the way for a re-
newal of that commercial intercourse which
it was alleged on all sides had been reluctant-
ly odstryirted. - As each of those governments
b pledged its' reudiness to concur in re-
nonncing a measure which reached its ad-
versary through the incontestable rights of
ro-utrals only, and as the measure had been
assuincd hy each as arctaliation for an assert-
el acquiescence “in the apgressions of the
othier, it was reasonably expecied that the oc-
casion would have been svized by both for
evincing the sincerity of their  professioss,
end for restoring to the commerce of the U-
nited States, its legitimate freedom. | The in-
structions to our ministers with respect to the
different belligerents were nezessarily modifi-
cd with a reference to their different circum.
stanges, and to the condition annexed by law
to the Lixeeutive power of suspension ;Lrlfli!‘-*_
ing a degree of security to our commerce
which would not result from a repeal of the
decreet oi France. ' Instead of a pledze there-
fore of a suspension of the embargo as to
her in case ol such repeal, it was presumed
that a sufficjent indugement might be found
in other  consideraiions, and particularly in
the change produced by a compliance with
our just demand; by one belligerent, and a
refusal by the other, it the relations between
this other and the United States. To Creat
Ewitain, whosie power on the oean1s se as
. cendant, it was deemed not inconsistent with
that conditiyn, to_stute explicitly, that on. her
rescinding her orders in relation to the U.
States, their trade wonld be epened with hery
and remain shut to her enemy, in ease of his
failure to rescind his decrees also. |rom
France no_answer hasbeen received, nor any
{ndicationn that the vequisite change in her
decrees is contemplated.  The fayorable re-
ception o4 the proposijion to Great Pritain
was the less to be doubted, as her orders of
council had not orly been veferred for™ their
vindicatioti toan acquiescehce on the payt
ofthe Upited States no longer to be pretend
ed, but as the arrangement proposed, whilst
it resisted the illegal decrees of France, i4-
volved moreover substantially, the precise
advintages profesiediy aimed at by the Bri-
tish ord€rs. The arrangement has neverthe-
less been rejetted.

This candid and liberal experiment Iraving
thas failed, and no other event huving occur-
red on which a suspension of the embargo by
the Executive was auwthorised, it necessarily
remains'in the extent originally given ‘to it.
We have the satisfaction, however. to rellect
Gt in return  for the privations imposed by
tie-measure, and which our fellow-eitizens in
general have borne with patriotism, it bas Lad
the important effects of saving our muriners
énd our vast mercantile property,” as well as
of afferding: time for prosecuting the defen-
tive and provisional measarves called for by
the occasion. It has demonstrated to {o-

cignnstions the moderation and firmne.s
which govern our councils, and to our cilizens
the necessity of uniting in Suppart of the laws
_andthe rights of their country ; and has thus
long frustrated those usurpations ancl 'spo.
liations w® ch. if resisted nvolved war, if_%b-
mitted wo, sactificed a vital principle of our na-
tional mdependence. '

Uuander a continuance of the bellizerent
fmeasures, which in defiance of Tuws which
consecrate the rights of neurrals over
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~rith the wisdom of Conpress 1o decide on
wire course best adapted to such a state of
things ; an bringing with themgas ticy do,
{rotn every part of the union, the sentiments
of our constituents, my e¢nnfidence is strength
A__cncd that in forming this decision, they will,
+. withan unerring regard o the essential rights
aad ‘interests of the nation, weigh awd com
pare the painful alternatives out of which
a choice is to be mades  Nor should [ do jus-
t.ce tothe virtnes which on other! occasiens
_kave marked the character of our fellow-cigi-
zenspdf [ did pot cherish an equal confilnee,
t.at the alternative /chosen, whatever it may
b will be muintiioed with all the fortitisde-
a1 patriotisnd which the crisid ought to in-

pread’ the ocean with danger, it will rest

g2'e Chesapeake left o subject on which the
nation had manifested. so honouratle a  sen-
sibilicy. Every view of what had passed au-
thoiised @ belief that immediatete steps
would be taken by the British government
for redressing a wrong, which, the more
it was investigated, appearcd the more clear-
ly to require ‘what had not been provided for
in the special wmission. 10 ds found that no
steps have been taken lor the purposg. On
the con'rary it wili be secn. in the documents
laid betore yau. tat theinadimissible prelimi-
tiary, which olisiruted (he | uljustment, is
sull adhered to; and more that it 1s
now brought into connection wih tha distinct
aid the wvelative caie of the coders in coun.
cil. Theinsttuctions wilich had been given
to our minister at Loodon, with a view to fa-
cilitate, il necessavy, the veparation. claimed
by the United States, are included in the do-
cuments communicatud,

Our relations with the other powers of Eu- |
ropg have undergone ne moatevial changes |
stiice your last session.  T'hg important nego-
clations with Spain, which fiud been alternat. -
ly suspended and resumed, necegsarily expe-
rience a pause, under the exirasidiiury and
interesting crisis which distinguishics her in
ternal situation.

With tae Barbary powers we continue in
harmony, vith the exception of an unjustifia-
ble proceeding of the ey of Algiers towards
our conzu! to that regency.. I'ts charucter and
ciccumstances are now Igi! befure you, and
will enable you todecide bow {ar it may either
tiow or her«afier cull fur any n'.rusu'_rcs not
within the hmits of the Execuuve authority.

Witk cur Indian neighbers the public peace
has been steadily maintained.  Sone instan
ces of individual wrong have, as at other imes
taken place, but in no wise fnplicating the
will of the nation. Buyond thg Mississippi
the Yoways, the dSact and the .I‘\]‘IL';LII'H'\ huve
delivered up for trial and punishment individu-
als [rom among thems lves accused of niui-
dering citisens of the United Siatees . On this
side the Mississippi the Crecks ure exenting
themsclves o amest offenders of the same
kind, and the Ci:q»lawa have manifested their
rcadiness and desire for amicablc and just ar
range menls respeciing depredations commniit-
ted by disorderly perseons of their tribe,  And
gencrally, [fom a conviction thut we consider
them as a p-rt of vurielves, wnd eherish with
sincerity their rights und intercsts, the attach-
ment of the Indian trives is gainiig streugth
daily, is extending from the nearcr to the
more remote; and will amply reguite us for
the jastice and fiendship practiscd towards
them.
ture are advancing among them, more rapicd
ly with the Southern than Northern tnbes
ffom circimstances of soil and climate, and
one ol the two great divicions of the Cherokes
naticn have now under consideration to solicit
the citizenship of the United Stat-a and to e
identified with us m laws and govurnnrent in
such progressive manncit as we shall think
best.

In consenquence of the anpropriations of the
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our seaport towns and harbors, such works of |
delenice have -been evected us seemred 10 be |
¢alled for by the sitnauon of the several places,
“thelr relutive importance, and the scale of ex-
pence indicated by the amount of the appro-
priation,  These works will chicfly be finish-
cdd in the conrse of the piesent season, except
at WNew-York und New-Oileans, where niost
was to be dene @ and although a great pro-
portion of the last appropriation has been ex-
pended on the former place, vet some [urther
viewvs will.be submitted 1o €ongress for rer..
dering its svourity eutively adeqguate against
naval enterprize.  Ar view of what has been
done at the several places, and of whatis pro-
poced to be dune. shull be commumignted as |
soon as the several reports are receiveds

Of the gun-boats auihorised Ly the act o!
December Lust, it has buen thdrrh: necessary |
to build only one hundred and three in the pre- |
sent year. These, with those before josaess.
ed, are suflicient for the harbors and walers
I most exposed, and the,residue will require lit- |
| Uge timgofor their construction when it shall be
deemed necessary.

Under thre act of the last session for raising
an addiional miliasy force, so many officers
were immediately appointed as were pecessa-
ry forcarvying on the business of recruiting,
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last session of Cengress inf the security of |
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ral detachmeuts of militia ar of volunteers;
uhder the laws passed for that purposé. For
the ensuing season however they will be re-
quired to be in readiness, should their service
be wanted. Some small and special detach-
ments have been nccessary to maintain the
laws of einbargo, on that portion of our ner-
thern frontier which cifered peculiar facilitics
for cvasion.  Bul these were replaged as soon
as it could be daneby bodies of new recruits.
By the aid of these, and of the armed vessels
called into service in other quarter®, the spirit
of disobedience and abuse, which manifested
itself early and with sensible effect while we
w.re unprepared to meet it, has been consi-
“derably repressed. _

Considering the extraordinary character of
the times it which we live, our attention
should unremittingly be fixed on the safety of
our country. 1 our a people who are free, and
V10 mean (o remaia so, a well organized and
armed militia is thewr best security. It is
therefore incumbent ou us, at cvery meeting,
to revise the condition of the militia, and to
ask ourselves if it is prepaied w0 repel a pow-
erful envmy at every point of our teeritories
exposed invasion 2 Some of the states have
pud a laudable attention 1o this object: but
every degree of neglect is to be found among
others. Congress wlonue having the power tg
nrodure an uniiorm state of preparation in this
vreat organ of defence; the interests which
the <o deeply leel in their own and their
county's sccurity will present this as among
the most important objects of their deliberats-
ol

Under the asts of March-11, and April 22,
respecting avms, the difficuly of procuring
them from abro.d during the present silua-
tion and dispositions of Eutope, induced us 1o
divest our whole efforts o the means of inter-
nal supply.  The public tactorics have there,
lore been enlarfed, additional machineries
erected, and in proportion as ariificers can be
found or formed, their eficcty already more
than doubled, may be increascd, so 48 1o
keep pace with the, yearly .increuse ol the
militia. The annual sum 2ppropriated by
the latter act have been directed to the en-
courapeinent of private futories ef arms, and
contracts have been enteved jnto with incivi-
duai undvrtekers to neutiy the amount of the
fiist years appropriation. "wye

The surpension G out foreign commeree,
produced Ly 1o injustice of the Lielligerent
powers, a i the ~unseguent _lusu.'ﬁ and sacri-
fices of onr citizens, w't subjects of just cone
¢« I'lYs L he situ Wion ito which we have
thus Lren forced has impellad ue o apply a
pottion ¢! our industy and capital to internal
wctures and hmprovenients.  The ex-
this  conversidn it datly incruasing,
and hittle doubt remainse that tne cstablish
ments furmed and formivg, willy under the
auspices of cheaper materials and supsist,
encey the freedom of labor [rom taxutien with
us. and ol prowecting duties and proliibitions,
permacent.  The commerce with
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Husbandry and houselivld menulac- | (he Fdirns ton, within our own Loundaries,

His likedy to reggive abundant aliment from the
sarne inter hal source, and will secure to tliem
peace and the progress of civilivation undis-
b d vy practices hastile te both.

Tlhe ateounss of the 1eceipts and expendi-
tures during the yeat ending on the thivtecsith
duy of Yepteniber last, being not yet made

lup. a correct statement will berealier be

transmitted from tie treasury.  In the myan
time 1t is ascertained that the receipts have
amounted w near eighteen millions of dol-
fars, which with eightmilfion and an hallin
the treasury at the beginning of the year, bave

[ enabled us alter meeting the current demands,

and intervst incurred, to pay two millions
thrac hundred thousand dollars of the princi-
pal of onr funded debty and left us in the
treasury on that day near fourteen millions of
deflurs.  OF these, five millions three hun
deed and fifty thousand doliars will be neces.
sary to p:y what wiii be dac on the List day
of Januery next, which will complete the re.
imbursemient of the eight per cent. stock.

I oegs . . .
I'hese payments, with those made in the six

yeas and an halfl preceding, will have extin-
guished thirty-three millions five hundred and
cighty thousand dellars of the principal of
_\he funded delit, being the whole which could
be paid or purchused within the Iim’l(aiof the
law and ofFour cuntracts, atd the amdéunt of
puiﬂﬁ-ii_-:{l thus kh‘\t!'..afi'll‘ll will havc libg:ralt:d
the revenue from about two millions of dollars
of interest, and added thist sum annually
the disposable supphis... The probable accue
mulation of the surplusses of revenue be

what can be applied to the payment of the
public debt, whepéver the freedom and safety
of out commerce shall be restered, merits
the consideration of Congress. Shall it lie
‘unproductige in the public vaults ? Shall the

and in proportion as it advanced, others huve
been added.  We have reason to beligve their.
success has been satisfactory, although such

seturns hiave not yet'been teceived as enable
me Lo present you a statement of the numbers

engeged., ] ,. e ot
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| th= powers which

revenue be reduced - or shall it not rather be
| appropriated to the improyeménts of roads,
Lcanals, rivers, education; and other great
foundations of prosperity and union, under.
 Congress inay already pos-
sess, or such amendment of the-constitution
as may be approved by the states 2 While ui-
certain of the course of things the time may

e course of the last season to call fur any gene,
‘ - - - ' . L, i .
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| Extract of a letter from captam Colfax jun. of
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be advantageously ,elji!plirid in @5 fiog the

powers nécessarg for & system of improvge

ment; should the e '%hth&u. '
Awailing 1mysélf of this, the last ocegsion

which will oge addressing the two Houses

of Legislature ‘at'thelr meetiog, I, éannot o °

mit the expression of niv  sincere gratitude,
for the repeated proofs of confidence hani-
fested to me, by themsclves unll Wieir predes
cessors singe fny call to the administration,

etid the many indulgences experienced at thelr
hands. The same gratclul acknowledge-
ments are due o my fellow citizens gcherﬁlly,
whose support bus becn my great encoursges
ment ulider 2!l ewmbarrassmentse  In th
transaction of their business I canhptshave
escaped error. It is incident to onrimpc:g;t
nature. But I may say with truth my ersors
have been of the undersianding, not of intens
tion, and that the advikcement of their righis
and interests has been the constant motive
for every ineasure.  On these Considerations
I solicit their indulgenee. Lookivg forwsrd
with anxicty to their future (‘.catinit.l,?&ﬁ-s('
that in their stoauy chaiacter, unshaken by’
difficulties, in their love ol Liberty, obedicnce
to luwy aud support of the public authoriies,
I see a sure guarantee of the permanence of
out republic; and retiviig from the churge
of their affwirs, I carry wi.h me the congela-
tion of a firm persuasion that Iieaven has in
siore for our beloved countey, long ages to
come of prusperity and happiness. -
Tt JLI'YERSON,
November 8, 1808. -
———— i D 1 C——
Lrom the Aew Yok Speciator.

Generval A-nwtrovg and the French govern-
ment.—To the lollowing narratives, we ask
it.e falthful attention of our readers. They
exhibit a staten:ent of facts which will rouse
the indignant feclings of every individual who
regards the honour and indcpendence of his »
Couontry.

W hile our Admihistration are cringing at
the feety and courting the smiles of Banapar-
te—w hile the editors of the ad ministration are
vindicating his cause, palliatipg his aggres-
sions, throwing a veil over his insults, ¢ulos
gising his getierosity and his humanily. de-
luding the people into the belicf that he is
the Niiend of vur country and the shield and -
support of its liberties, and drawing us imper-)
ccpllbl;. 1ito the whalpool of I'rench dominay
tion—while these things are going forward in
thig country, the poor unfortunate Americans,
who have been taken caplive on the commoh
high-way of nations and carried into French
poits, have been pltind;rui u“llncir,proper'fy,
thrown inte dungeons, confined to the dict of
the vilest ariminals, drdagged through the
country fiom paison te prison, and treated
with the prosiesi iusulis and the most inlu-
mah and &}'ugtﬁ%t!lics.—‘\nd to add to this
disgraceful scene, the American Minister at
Paris, who 1is stationed there to watch over
ou * interests snd to befiiend our citizens, is
represented as aciing as the Minister of
I'rance, and by his cold, indiffcrent, forbid-
ding, unfeeling and” unfiiendy conduct, is
consenting to her cnimf.s and makitg himself
a partaker of her poilt,  If the spirit of our
fathers yet exists amung as, if the ardor of
patriotism and the love of independence bLe
not extingushed forever, the public mind
raust soon be awakened to a sense of our in-
juties, and our dangers, and roused to a re-
solute and manly vindieation of ¢ur insulted
honouts - -

Thé first article is fronr the Trenton Feéd-
.;ralisrl"f'und those which follow, on the same
rubject, are [rom the Post of last evening.

b7 READ THIS.

the ship Octavia, from Charleston, bound

to Loudon, to his futher in New-Jersey,

dated London, Jily 26th, 18c8.

“ \We were cuplured the 27th of | Janvary
last, off Dover, aL 11 o'cdlock at night, andat
2 o'clock next moming were landed at Calais
prison, where-we renrained a number of days
vefore we were released ; the ships and cargo
are detained under-the imperial decrees; we
were kept five months on priscrers allowande, .
and not a cent to M‘! oursclves with; having
been robbediby-the privatcer’s men of ell our
money, - cloths, and iy f1ct every thing: they
could lay“their precious hands on.—I made
every possible exertion for vehief for myself
and preple, but a'l it vuin.—Mysel; however,
with a sumber more ship masters, with dif-
ficulty made ¥ journey toEaris, whefe we re«

| presented our situation to our mimister Mr,

Armstrong ; be informed me itwasda govern.
ment affair { therefure, he could not int. rfcre
at present, as all sueh cases did not come
under & government claim. 1 wok that for a
definitive answer and returied to Calais with
the rest of my.anfortunate campanions, where
we remained confined ‘o small quarters for
five monihs, at the end of ‘which, we marche
ed thiough France and Plandes, into Hol,
lund, mary without shoes to their feet, and
otherways in a very disteessed situations Upe
fortunately for me | had'not & vhoe to my feet
hiw‘ than two wonths unul we aiivedat
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