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4OUSE OF REFRESENTATIVES.

3ATE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
'CONTINULD.

‘Mon&ly, November 28.

he first resolution reported by the com
e on fortign relations being under con
cation in thefollowing words : »
polved, That the Undted States cannol,
ot @ sacrifice of their vights, honor and in-
deiec, submit to the late edicis of Great
s gin and Framce. = .
My, QuiNcEYsaid that ke was not much in
wur of abstauet legislation ; it was so often
resott of weakness. or the refuge of igno-
w oftendhe subtecfuge of those who
willing .to- amuse ‘or delude the pedp
it was with, great reluctance that he ex:
«sed his opinions on any such proposition ;
j yet be was willing to admit that if i any
(his mode of legislation could be proper:-
sorted to, this might Bk, such a case.—-—
b in what he should offer in support of the
sJation alluded to, he should take ground
gether different from that contdipedin the
nt of the commijtfee imtroducing, this re:
sion, The principles contained in the re-
-Mr. Quincey considered as loathsome
disgracelul o the pationj to the resqlu-,
) under discussiony howevier he certainly ¢
ot attribute the ' charncte® which he at-
hed to the report itself.. It was a rale of
House he. said, that ang #esolution reparte
by acomrmittee was to be taken altogether
pendent of the reasonipg of the commit:
on which the resolution was predicated:
py Genteman in the House then had a
at to suppert the resalutien on his own
pund, and .abandon aita r that which
oreau of the House h?ﬁn(cd to_him.
thought that €he prin®iple on which this
lution shauld be adopted was, that it was
ylemn pledge t6 'the nation, not to be re-
med in any ‘other way then by a total a
jdoniient .of the systoat of measure’ How
sued by the administeation,  Adopt this
olution, skid he, afid the submissiou which
disgraced thix country for eleven months.
§ brotight it te the brir k.of destiuction, will
done BWI’-;--.-HU -sked th+ atiention of
comittee o the te=m8 of the resolution,
ch contained two things—an asseruion and
dge. The wsseition was,, that the orders
edicts of Gicat Liritain were contrary to
rights of the Americdn pation.——The

dge was, that the pation would pot submit §
hem. With respect to-the asserrzony could }

re be any question on this floor, that those
s were contrary 40 the Fights of "Ameri-
when even the powers who had. fesued
ndid pot preteind to vindicate them, on
greurd of right? . They had never pretend-
that they were not €omtrary to the rights
the Amgrican people: These powers re.
rocally placed their justification on the
it principle of necessity y and thdir nnnis.
in this city would countersign this decla-
n  The fledye was, €hat the United
s vould not submit to them.  Mr. Quin-
ssked what was meant by submission, and
jat by the pledge not to submit? One man
bmils to the order, decree or edict of ano-
i, when he does that which the decree or
tcommands, and when he omits to de
L which the order, decrée or edict prohibit ¢
begged gentlemen particulurly to attena
this leading principle. The pledge not to
bmit. then was, that we would not do that
Ik such order commanded, or that we
i do that act which the order prohibited
® principle was clear and intelligible, not
Y mistaken on this floor, and cduld not be
nin thie nation. What'are the orders
ddccrees of the British and French govern
T One said we should not' trade with
oher: the United States replicd that they
Wil W0t trade there or any where else
"$ "3 not only a submission to the orders
0% governments, but he said it was an
' o davish supererogation=Tt.was doing
Wbey required and more. than they requir-
i was not only refusing to exercise that
Bt % hich they s-ommand us:to resign, bui,
'8 abandoning all our rights at their or-
" Did we exercise our rights,-under the
bargo, notwithstanding the orders and de- .
® of France aud Great Britain 2" No ;- we
(erated with them, and becau: e they said-
should not trade with each other, we <aid
%ouldnot trade at ali. This was submis-
" Bl only kissing the hand wiich-strove
e us, but putting;théir foot on eur
_The object of ¥rance was to_oppress
Britain, 1o deprive her of all commeree,
'J'“‘ﬂ’y her resources, if possible—-ade
"4 we do-?—France not being able to do
¥t ¢0 operated with her, and did all we
‘ %0 unite gugselves with the continental
. He'tosk the administration now on
" o%n groynd ; he did Dot Mhedn to considers
" heving 4 parsiality either on one side

®other.—.Take the Question now as it re-
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+which she had two objects in view ; the one
| was to take away the commeice of France
and thus produce diggontent amonigst the sub-
jectsof Bopaparte ; the other, and péincipal
object was, toirjure the mommerce of all neu-
tral nations by excluding them from the con

inent. She wished to desiroy competition
ard tuke commerce to herself. Now, said’

direcy with her; you abandon your vights
on the ocean altogether, andthe consequence
1%y that Great Britain takes that very com-
merce which yon have deserted, which you
will not support your citizens in carrying on.
What, Mr. Quizcy asked, was the language
of Lehaparte in relation to the Embargo?
Why, 'he had applauded it;——said we bad
done. miore, than lie had expecied ; that it had
oot been 1a his power to suppress the com-
mence B Britain, and we had assisted him.
What was the language of Great Britain? It
was also a language of “approbltion.——She
tqld us that we could not do more for her;
that we were her only rival, and she wished
the ¢ommand of the commerce of the Uni- |
verse : we had withdrawn ourselves from the
Ocean, and what we lost_she¢ . gained.  This
wad the language, as our embargo favoured
the tride interest of that nation.  On this prin-
ciple Be conceived the present coirse of poli-
Cy tosbe a_ disgraceful submission to the or
ders and decrees of the belligerent powers ;
on this princigle he thought the embarge an
abandenment of our righits wunder pretence of
redisting them. He rejoiced thercfore in the
introduction of this resolution as the harbinger
of 2 new day, as the precusor of wiser mea-
sures.

Mr. Quincy said he would here close the
observaunons which he had to offer on rhis re-
solution, were it nou that the principle. of the
report and of ihe resolution were totally at
variance, were it not the continuance of the
metsure of the embarzo was specifically re-
commenled in the reporti——==it would be ne-
cessary to say something on this subject so all
nEportant ta the nation.  When he came up-
on the subject of the embargo, Mr. Q. said il
sectned to him as if he trod on magic ground.
He knew not how to #xpress his wonder nor
how to chew his sorrow.—=—=When be had
come from Massazhusetts, the idea that this
embargo wag 1o be reinoved hatd been uni-
versal.——I1t had not been tiie ojinion so much
that the embargo woull be removed, &s that
it had been at fifat momnent actually removed
He had thought that thete aas an uriversal
sentiment Lhat the embaryo 2ould not be con
unued : and he had drawn that opinion frem
no narray sources, but from the conversaticn
of men of various pelitical opinons.«—Under
this impression (said he) L came to this city-—
[ pow hear the incantations of the great en-
chanter, 1 fecl his terrcrs, ana am called vp-
on to deny the evidence of my senses, o con-

‘tradtet what I have seen and heard and felt

I 2w’ told that the embargo cannot only be
continued us relates to New England, but that
it may be continued for an unlimited time ;—
some suy for six wnonths ; some for a yzar,
and one gentleman from North Carolina says

- be would rather have a three years embar

than war-~another gentieman. from Virginia
told us he hoped that the embarpo would
ne:er be taken off till- the Otders in Countil
were repealeds  Good Heavens! Are the
members of this housc mad?-~Are they touckh-
ed with that jvsanity which the Almighty
n:ver fails to send as the, precurdor of déstruc.
tion '—The people of Mussachusetts, of New
England, a people from the earliesy period of
thew existence connscted with the ocean, a
people to whom cofnmerce was their dearest
‘Wheritence from their ancestors, and the
chidicest promise to their posterity, to be pro-.
hibited from the use of the ocean, not for a
time limited and certain, but for a time un-
limited and uncertain, until our enemics re
cede from their position I I have not language
to express my ntter astonishment at this pro-
ceeding, at the madiess of the attempt, and
at the dreadful conseguences which will fullow
such an attempt if persisted in. My -honora-
ble colleague (Mr. Bacon) told us the other
day that he had travelled in Massachusetts
and seen no such strange Effects as [ had the
tionor to suggest very humbly that there were.
My houorable colleague has travelled really
from Hudson to Stockbridge, from Berkshire
[0 ‘Boston perhaps, from inn to inn, from
county . court to-county court, and such spe-
cies of information he has collected on his
passage he gives to the house~——] suppose
he found that salt, sugar, and West lindia
rum were dearer, and beel, pork, butter and

| the restits in his rmnd that the-€ffects af the
Lembargo were much misrepresenteds—Has
my collgapue thavelled through the cities on
our coast ?—Has he seen Sur ships rotting in

thronged, abandoned ?---Has he h
merchent tell of his embarrassments? Has
he heard the mearchunt whose capital is in
stoek, say. that he is compeiled to depend en
the cle y of menicdl institutions whether
' ?-Has

b
N

Mr. Quincy, your Embargo faw co-opetates

cheese rheaper than usual, which produced |

the wharves ?-=Has he seen our sm:eé . enge L
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calls for' By Mtiar they had hands or

time to emplof-on it, and who are how con-
demned to submisdive ¢mploy from rich men ?
—~Myr. Qdincey efumerated other species of
disttess whith were not distinctly heard by
ihe repottér. He said thers was nothing
highly coloured in this-picture j—every fca-
wre of it wal taken “fiom {he life ;—And
when it was showh te the people of Massar
chusetss, there were ten thousdnd men svho
would truly saythat he had rather kept back
a portioh than surcharged the picture—Cther
geitlemen might. take, their - ground j—Hhe .
would take his~—that the embargo law must
b regnisd —it <mld not be enfofced for any

b peviod of time louger. . We be.
talked thus, tet not gentlemen mistake Dim jo—
he allddgcd not to the viotations of the law,
but he spoke of a diffcrent mode—a very
différent state of things. The honoruble gen-
tleman from North Curolina (M- Macon)
with great zeal had exclaimed that he was
for enforcing this law ut all hazards - But
(said Mr. Quinicy) let me tell that geatleman
willi gréat deferrence to him and to 2l this
House, that I believe there c'n'lstﬂ a cql_'uruul
apen tkis body, cten upon this Natioral Le-
gislature---a controul of nature and of the
Cunstitution ---He said he did suppose that if
this House, the Senite, snd all the other
branches of the Govern nent, were to decide,
that the atmosphere acound us did not exist,
that water should not fiow----that heavy bodies
should not fall----h¥ spoke with great defer-
rence. however, because he knéw the high
opiion which sorae gendemen entertained of
their own aathority---he shonld suppose that
nevertheless, air would stil! circulate. that
the Hudson, 1lelawae or Polomac would
flow to the sea ;---gnd gravity still meaintain
its attraction to the scenter...It would be just
as absurd and utterly foolish and inpractica-
ble for this Hous: to altcmpt to prevent the
people of New England trom descending on
the, ocean... All their habits; hapes and inter-
ests vere there.  'U'be very situation of the
country prohibited this measure. ‘Lhey had
500 miles of seadaast, indented and intersect-
ed with creeks, bays and rivzrs, every one of
which offered inducemeints to cominerce-«-
Tulk of twelve additionzl Revenue Cutiers,
suirt Pe; multiply it by ten, twelve by twenty,
or an hundred ; and it will not be possible
with that nuinbse o prevent them from going
on the ocean, shen the popular eatiment 1s
against you, and I tell you it-wili be against
you soom, if it be no' at this moment. Ask
your ofiicers of the Revenue if in sonie of
our scaport towns property seized by them
has not been sold for thyce or four per cent.
only of its value ¢ 1 statethis asa fuct.

But, Mr- Quiscy said ¥e should be asked
where was that fove of order and observance
of law which were said to chaiacterize the
New Frgland states? He said they must
take care and pot trust to that-~ It Wus npt suf
ficient for gentlemen en this floor to. repre-
sent those indixiduals who broke through
such a law as this as the most worthless or
proffigate part of the community ; they could
not l{:r any great leagth of time identify
theae individuals with common smuggiers ---
He doubted whether gentlemen heve, when
they understood whel were the templations
which existed, $trong us were their predilec-
tion for this system, would thirk it possible
to persist in it, ©On the margin of the o-
cean were ships laying Joaded with produce ;
and whendhe question was between the total
destruction of their ovners and the violation
ofa law which contravened all the neutral
rights and interests of these people,. they
would very soen. from the very temptations
offered be obliged to break through-it.  You
capnof expect (said he) that patriotism. will
carry into force such a law as this. -Jtin-
l{]l.lti.ti Men (0 make any common sacrifice,
'but #t nevér requires a man to extend him-
self on the raek, and :tllow h'mself to be sys-
tematically, tortured by your law. 1t is very
well in the interior 18 talk of (he patriotism
with" which the measure is borne¢, where 4
man’slumber oF prodiice but accumulates o
his hands, for thoogh' he cannot sell them, he
can T¢tain them for sale hereafter ; but swhere
there is nothing but your law to stand be
tween 2 man and bankruptey er rapid fortune
the femptation i? top great to be resisted.
And when individbals are placed i this slua-
tion, when they sce opportunity offered them,
they will be pressins to the water; and it is
not too ravch to say that you cannot enforce
your law agaipst thems :

There was another difficalty, Mr. Quincy
observed, in relation to this law—he consti-
wational difficully. He said he knew that he
should be told that- the courts of justice had
‘added their sanction toit. Certainly no ‘man
-respected mhore than he did the opinion of a
court of justice, or of the individual who in
this .case had delivered that opinions Bur it
twas one thing to decide a ion hefore a
courtal law and another thiig g decide it'be-
fore the people, He enpeuid fo Gentle-
me a3 stiinedis, Whether i, caaiYIsed
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infirigmed thel intc e end took
them their walurad grivileges;
have an unguéstiol j
ty, and vot ¢ rest apon Construcuen, ¢
that construttidhh were so fpdibitgble’ thet- is
could mot aginit of Jigpute, What way the”
constructiond S this case I Wi >
tion (svid he) you dertve, from: the constitu. °
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occasion 13 in strict Conformity with the usage
of othe'nations. It was a limited embargo
and caroe agaiti’ within 60 days wnder the
controul of Congresss  They would not.evem
trust it to a Washington. =4
Theie was another principle, he - _
which ought 1o be considered at this timey
comprehending a view still bigher and mote
imiportant than that jhst taken. He asked the
committee if' in the year 1788, tvhen the Few
deral Constitution ‘was under debate in the
State of Massachusetts; Any- individual had
risen on that foor, ifsome  houry seet who
could look deep into fundrity, had risenon the
floor of thut convenyon, and stated to they
body thal, withiri twehty years of that debate,

Jin consegmence of a secret comstruction not

then anticipated, the whole commerce of the
United Stutes would be abendoned, annihilg-
ted, that it would Le made dependefil not om
the wifl of the House of Representatives, but
upon the decision of tweglve of fifteén othei®
men==if this could have been conceived, whe-

| ther the cohstitution +ould Kave permitted

even a doubt to exist op the subject! The
gentlemen of the Soithein states, had & Spe=
cies of praperty of which they were éXtremen
ly jealons, and justly, because they knew (hag
‘the peofile of the Novthern states conld not
realize the mportance ofit. "And so with
the peopls of the Eastern states in velation to
commercem—mHe said theré was nothing
which was so dear to theth, which had been
from the earliest pericds so essential o their
support, and inwhich the popular fecling was
so much imctested. )

There was, Mr. Quincy remarked, snother
reason which had great effect in reldtion to

this subject, in the part of the country in
whieh he ]ived; #nd thar was, the total imbe=
cility of this measure as-a measwre of coer=
cion. Nopan in that part of the country be..
lieved that it had produced any effect.me
These individuzls who had been in the West
Tudies énd LEurope, who knew their rescarces,
had not any conception that it could have pro-
duced any effect, - 1le said he would not have
touched on this subject, il he had not heard
of the scantiuess of the harvest in Great Brie
tain, and a hope that we could coerce Greate
Did pentlemen
understand (hat this consumption of wheat in
Great Britain and heér dependencies, was not
less than one hundred and Efty millions of
bushels," whilst we éxported but 7,300 L0
bushels, 16 all the werld?! Did gentlemen
rea’ly think that a country in which an annual
consumption of 150 millions of bushels of
wheat was necessary, ‘co: )1 be ; b,-'
withholding f[rom her sucn portion of our se-
ven millions of bushels as was sent to (hat
country, when the commerce of the Barbary
statesand the Black Sea were open to her?

But, Mr. Quincy observed, it had been said
of this m:asure, that it % saved our resour-
ces. == He begeéd gentlemen to recéllect
what we lostby it.  We had lost already ten
per cent on our whole capital—ihe: interest
and profit on our imports and exports.

(Mr. Quiniey Here made a statement going
to shew that, in addition ‘to the profit Jost on
our imports and expefts, & sum was also JTost
by the inactivity of our shipping, equil ta
twenty dollars for every ton ; & also the logs of
one twelfth part of our wiile shipping, a ship
ordinarily lasting twelve years; and one- year
having already nearly expired under the Em-
bargo., The amourt of these three items

"Mr. Quincy estimated at about $30.000,000.)

Not less than near 30 millions absolutely
gone to destruetion: He wonld say nothing
of the loss ol 'property going out in all direc-
rions ; but there was an irremediable loss of
50 millions of dollars.——When the House
were told that our resources were saved, he
wished the House to consider if there was
pot some deception in thiss—-——He supposcd
that by our resources being saved it was meant |
that somiething was saved, to which we conld
have recource. All the product of the coun-
try, he 8aid was raised for consumnption or ex-
portation. The people produced -anuually
sufficient for their consumplioni—eThe suz.

_ plus was of no value unless u could be expore

— ted or-exchanged for other commodities. s
Suppose this embarga wes continved for twa
years or four yeas. Did not gentleuven bes
licve that the annual -produce would be Jost ¥

| They could not manufactre ol theis sarplas
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