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ixi embargo, and authorising
1¢ on raiking the Embargo, ’

(rs of Marquc and Refiriscle—contviticds
g RANDOLPH smdz that he had '\'olcd‘a-
.t filling the blank m the nf-sulum_m with
th day of March, because, it poss}i)lc,.he
4 have wished an.l:arllr:r c;ay ; reserving
everin his awn mind the right, when the
ion should come before ll'fe House, of a-
o to that day, if an earlier could not-bc
aed. He b .pcd-—and.the prospef:t which
ated itself that morning gave him good
. to hope, that the committee would a-
10 that member of th‘e resolution which
then before themn. For some time past
4 been an inactive, thc.;ugh not au inac.
werver of the proceeding® of Congress.
id not know whether !‘_w. ought not to re-
atthe physical incapacity wl.m;h had pre-
d him from taking a part in those pro
ings-— 1 hey lna_d,bccn such as (until
b 10 fill his mind with great apprehension
larm, because they had hitherto indicat
greal want ol concerty™not to say ¢I.15un1-
wewhere.  He would have deemed it ore
¢ most calatnitous events that could have
len the country, if after the progress
h had been made in the consideration ot
motion of the gentlernan from Virginia
Nicholas) the Mouse could that day, have
L. further to consider it.  And where-
should he so have deemed it? Becausc
buld have indicated not merely a want ol
ert and of uuion in the cabinet and coun-
of our country, but he feared it might
led 10a state of things, which he would
then atterupt to anticipate. The plain,
dy open 1oad for every government to pur,
was that of common sense and decision
common sense is theory ; decision is ex-
ion._ If, as they had been told, there ex-
dissitisfactiony, murmuring discontent ;
pirite=il notof insurrection, at least leading
isurrection against the laws—wisdom and
y required either a prompt subdual of
spiil. or an immediate viclding to it : one
he oher. It was the  halting between
? extremmes, an  oscillating, hesitating,
pdrizing, tampering, patching-up policy,
brought ruin on every nation, so situated.
history of our own revolution taught this.
conduct of the British ministry to the A.
can colomies, hie sopposed, would have
essed this principle on the mind of every
» What was that conduct? Marked by &
tof irritation and indecision.—Whilst we
imitated on the one hand, we were un-
folied by power on the other—and after
s of excitement and illblood, the eventis
" toall, He therefore congratulated the
psc and the nation that this sy stem—if sys
it could be called—was about to be given
that the hopes, the wishes, the fears—
j strong passion of the publie——were no
per to be sported with’f—~ihat the example
ord North was not so soon to be lost upon
Siry (said he ) if my voice will permit
L il state another subject of congratula-
o you and the commiitee. [ is, that
0§ this period of general disiraction—1
o gentleman will attach any’ bady or
g sense to the worrd, tut that ‘it will be
n (s 1 utter it) to mean a diflerence. a
failcty of views and opinions ; there be
hitherto perhaps no ten mien to be found
his House who could agree upon any affir-
e Proposition: ; amidst this public dis-
onitis a subject of conselation to me
Ve have not, as yet, compremitted the
'y of the state ; that daring this long and
8 political malady underwhich we have
»and not without some shadow of rea-
1 S0 extremely peevish and fietful, the bo-
bolitic has sustained perbaps no radical in-
Y3 and that, now, by a happy determina
| 1othe surfuce, the discase is tikely-to be
lly thrown off,

'Y Some it might be thought that in-the
puld take upon the subject, he was violating
Tes and orders of the Houses On this
It he! muyst e permitted to say thal
'€ Wus not single question ; not even that
g blank in the resolution undey con.
“taton, that did not involve every foreign;
" might almost say every domestic rela-
s':l s unioq. It was impossible 10 dis
Y Sl{b]cct ol that_prcat and nu{mcmuus
s Thpoitance with the dry minuteness
SPecial pleader ; not to travel out of the
‘I’:E‘ O 1o be tied down to the matter con
00 the deelaration. © And -permit me.
' \f‘ﬂd M. Randolph) to add that so long
“4pe the correction of the chairy 1 shall.
_mhl“lf at liberty 1o proceed, whatsoever
* lh,",”ii“hiuns as to order of other g n-
- There are occusions in which to
.in‘oﬂ:‘}‘ man to his fuge n a e.gl'tain
-‘“ﬂ'ifd:g}q be veprobated and stamped as
08 i wiie i Dul there ere other ocea
) Whieh 1ot so 1 speak ; 10 restrid,
e “wrerliowiog iy
L) .

(“r and perhaps wild vange, which he
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subjects perhaps to colder, but for bitterer

censure. I shall dismiss this topic, then, by
saying, that you, sir, have not so long presided
inthis @>sembly, with so much reputation to
yoursclt and benefit Lo the state, to be new
schooled in your duty by the younglings of
yesterday.  Aund I say it, because a chairman
of this committee would certainly very 'gross-
ly depart from rule and order were he to-rise
to vindicate his conduct in this asscmbly, from
any arraignment of it by a member.

In the train of argument which he should
pursue, Mr. R. really did not think it at all
necessary with his friend from South Caroli-
na, (Mr. D: R. Williams) or the learned gen-
tleman trom Connecticut, (Mr. Pitkin) to go
into a minute calculatioh on the subject of the
revenue or debt of Great-Britain or of the
gross products of duties derived by her from
the imporiation of West India commodities.
Such ¢alculations ought not to enter mito any
determinaton ol that House—for however

. they might be anade to appear on paper, and

whatever might hate been said on the subject
from the days of David-Hume, and Dr. Frice,
to the present hour, the continental enemy of
that power had, for at least hall a century,
been decceived in his reckoning as 1o her tine
of bankrupicye  The subject had bafHed all
he ealculavous of political cconomists, ™ And
ceally, sir. (said Mr. R.) it.is hardly worh
our while, alter Bonaparte, lik¢ Canute of oly,
has sat down ‘on the sea shore at Boulogne,
vainly waiting for the great tide of British
werlth to recede ;3 to take measures, herey
bottomed upon calculations of her being una

ble to carry on the wur for waot of capacity
o raise the supplies, Itis a well estublished
fact that the gross revenue of that kingdom
was for the year 1807, (¢ xclusive of loans and
the revenue derived from Ireland) sixty milli-
ons sterling ; and ¢far collected at an expence
bl‘£ 4 58. per cente This is answer encugh
o usy on the subect of her being unabie
carry on the war for want of resources, par-
ticularly when we look back to our own reve-
nue, the expence at which it is collected ;
and more especially when we look at the pro-
position of our chancellor of the exchequer,
the Secretary of the Treasuvy, o carry on the
war (should we engage in one) with loang, ex-
clusively, Itisanample, a rcdundant answer.
Shall we calculate upon the fuilure, for want
of revenue, of a naiion whese annual loans
bear s@ small a proportion to her whole re-
ceipt (in the year whicli 1 have quotedy about
a fourth) whilst we ourselves are told that loans
must constitute nearly the whole of our reve-
nue.  There, then, can be no doubt that this
subject, not enly, ought not to enter into our
views upon the great question of war, hut per-
haps had better not be stivred at all; that our
measures ought 10 be taken in reference o
our own capacity and disposition for cxertions,
and not grounded on flantering, perhaps delu-
sive, bopes of our adversary’s weakness. . An

other point it might be as well, in passing. to

notice ; the small proportion which the cus-
toms bear to the revenyg of that state, and that
proportion decreasing, althoueh ! their aggre-
gateaunoynt be actually 111c1'u;1.~;ing ; whilst the
revenue from internal sources has been rapid.-
ly increasing, every year, as wcH in proportion
to the whole receipt as in agg cpate amount.
But, siry {said Mr. Rundolpit) amidst the va-
ridus causes which I find for fulicitating you
and the nation, the recent chauge in the as-
pectof our aflairs 1s not the least; that we
.ave al last (o scttle upon some system ; and I
listened, 1 conless. with very great pleasure
the other day, to the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. Bacon) and my worthy colleague
(Mr. Burwcli) although perhaps I may not
have exactly agreed with either, certainly not
with both of them. I listened to them be-
cause they held out to us ‘the prospect ol a
happy termination of the “present state of
things ; a state ofthings, which, after the vote
of westerday and to-day, I might almost be
tempted to pronounce canrot lustjﬁ;aml the
tourth of March.” A great deal had Been said
about the-patriotism of the country under the
operation of this system, In Mr. Rundolph’s
opinien, never did any people exhibit so str:-
king an instance of patriotism as the people
-of the United States had done since December.
1807. He believed that their pattiotism had
in that period béen put to a test more severe
-than during the revolutionary war; because
‘whatsoever of suffering the people then felt
they saw that it was inflicted by the immed:-
ate hand of the enémy ; and it operated only
to goad to a still higher pitch thar l_ury" a-
ainst that enemy. Butin this case (whetier
right ot wrong was perfectly .immun rial) the
system had been such as to impress a great

portion of the public with the opinion that .

their sufferings proceeded from the govein-
ment 3, apd 1t ought not to be matter of sur

1-prise that the popularity of the government

should have beed diminished. It called lor
the exercise. by all classes and descrip.ions of
men. of the rarest virtues ; patience, forbear-

ance, self denial, long suffering without repine

ing. 1t pre supposed the existence of asite
L socie'y in wiech there was uo occasion for

9,

those who could not see wisdom in the mea-
sures should murmur; when suffering under
it 7—that men not strictly conscientious should
violate its provisions —that under the seventy
of its operation the administration should lose
somewhat of their former popularity? Mr. R
was not, never had been, and he trusted never

to men who have much at their disposul—but

of no man whom God ever made could have
endured the test which that of the President

but gone through with victory., There could
not have lieen »0 strong a proof of the decp
scated love and unqualified approbation of that
man, as his haviog been, politwcally able to
support the weight of that expenment. L
was a trophy of which he never could be di-
vested, let him die when he would=whatsao-
ever might be the course of his future ufe.
Yes, sir, (said Mr. R." after the vote of this
committee I do consider the embargo as sub
stantially repealed. It is something like a vole
of credit~=it has not gone theoush ol the
forms of a law, but no banker would hesitaie
to advance money upon ite. Gontlemen shake
their heads, sir, and hesds of <uch weight
too that I despair of shaking them mysclf—
I had supposed that the embareo was 4l bur
repealed—In point of fact I believe that it is
alrcudy repealed. A member of this House
has cied the cinbuario as a stron - prool of tne
stamina of s inlant Hereules, whe had becn
| 50 iungg able to bear what would have (rushed
{ (as e says) any -olher nation in six months.
| I behieve, siry that it woull have crushed the
popularity of any minisry of oy other nation
| than this. in less than six montiis, supposing
that nation to have hall the pretensions to lice-
don that we have. e rememberel to Luve
read o great while ago 1 an exticmely Fean
tilul epic poem, that the natives of Chif,
vhen Lthey threw oft’ the tﬁ‘i].i!'n:‘!l VOReE, rro-
pused to choose their captain by (i

LR

tests a
very heavy beam of woo !l was produced, and
he could support iton his shoulders the long-
est lime, was (ube selected us their general.
One of the chiefs stood under the buithen
such an amazing number of Lo#rs, that they
were like never to come to a conclusion, aid
L (if he remembered rightly) they hud to aban.
don thewr experinent. Waatsoever Droof we
had given of our wisdom, we had indabitably
borne away the palm of hodily strength, ::n}
thing i the obbervations of a gentlemun from
New York (Mr. Gardenier) about our being
puny znd vickety, to the contrary notwith-
stancings and Mr.R. hoped we shoild give
perhaps not quite so strong a prood of our wis-
dom, by throwing the lLeam of from our
shoulders, now that we lad ascertained our
strengih by the experiment.,

But it was asked, what substitate would he
propose lor ihe cmbarke: - Nonce. He Foped
he would not be misapprehended.—Considers
ing the embarLo In s operaliofli €S mischiey-
-ous and even ruinous, it would be drojl indeed

that he proposed o got rid ol Shall a raan
reluse, to be cured or & cancer unless vou will
provide bivy witiv a subvzitzee 2 Bt it he were
asked wlat “It.: nationy iy to do-ufier 1‘;-{,&._]”@

the embargo ? Lhis snswer was ready. To

the day=-but in matiers of policy, old systems
which have been silwd and tried. by expeni-
cile, wre Hoty 1 my j:ul;qr{:cm, the woest';
and the longer tried, perhaps, the better. So
fary therclore, from its Leing an objection with
mé, that a prop.sition is old and trite, . it is a
recommendal’on ; as it is preciscly the re-
verse with respect to new projects, however
ingentous, however celeuluted 1o catch or daze
zle the eye—like the room in which we sit,
where I at this wmoment discern the- fissures
which, perhaps, ave to reduce us to the situa-
tion of poor Lenthall. We had as well stuck
to o old apartinent /I dont mean the library)
where we had every, convenrience and comlort
—und saved our money, ;

Ihe digeases of this state took their risc—

6.
happy people. ‘T'he government permitied it-
sclf, a majoritvy of this Houze permiticd them-
selves—and I believe they now sorcly repuit
of ity sity Tindeed some of them have wld we
s0-=t0 be urged by mercantide cl imor and cu-
pidity into collision with powerful European
states. I'rom that day we have been going on
from bad to worse, until we have avei od at

is superlative state. which can no longer he
horne, lor which a remedy muos: be fouride—
gentle if you will, aliernive if vou please—
but at anly rate a vemedy, however desperate.
That which I would now propase, is wiat 1
had the honor of proposing at the lust session
of Congress, and I think, of mentionine mure
than once, on Sawrday morning. the 18th of
| December last :—a remedy,- which, without
} pledging the state, without mortgaging every

of the mercantile flag, in the most remote

~scas, wauld permit opr merchants to protect
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would be in the habit of paying compliinents

he would declare his belief that the popularity

. . -
of the United States had pot merely endured,

il he should l'a'tll-'.n_' W substitude tor an evil |

¢ sure, siey (said hoe) itis @ very okl one, and
therefore may net take with the fushions of

any longer laughed ut,
[ repeat it again and ggain in the year 1805~
AWe were then a flourishing, anited acd |

fout of land in the country for the protection:

)
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at home, at their option. This was my Opie
nion as far back as 1805-6, and 1 think it'will
be found, although not in detail, infs report
made during that session of Congress, which
proposed raising a military force for the pare
pose of commanding, within the United States,
obedience to the laws, not from aursclves, but.
a foreign power.. And here suffer me 10 Sy,
that L yeally think we are coming back again,
stowlye=for large bodies (even such as mnove
in elipsis) move slowly—&fter having been
long in aphelion, we are returning back to the
day lighl of those good old repustican princia
ples, of which (as T think, and as I would ens
deavor 1o shew, if it could answer any good
purpose) we have 100 long lost sight.  Auid
after bemng for yebrs, one of the procribed and:
denounced, 1 am not without a saving hope;
that I shall die in the good old political ‘chureh,
at last—certain [ am, sivy, that 1 shall die in
the faith, whether T die in the church, of not.
I am induced to this belief;- principally, from
perceiving that scarcely a sentiment is con-
wined—=1 beg pardon of the commiftee for
this epotismi—I believe il 1t be warranted in
any human being, I might fanly challenge a
vght to it now ; scarcely a sentiment is exe
prossed imeither of those speeches of which I
was the suthor ('m.iurlu!'ia'.riy as itwould secin)
that 1 have not beard during the present sese
sion ol Congress, from lips the most orthodox
in this House. They amounted 10 this—
“ Before you begin this contest, count the cost 3
calculate your means of snnoyance as well as
of resistance @ your enemy (if she becomes
such) s ull powerful atsca : it she sirikes,
you will lecl s bring mutters to extreniity and
you sviil have w recede 5 not from your elairns,
but 1n ) it of lact, [om the ueean. All
this. wind more, 1 have heard wped, not only
by the ciratrman ol thescommittee of the whole
Fouse, but repeaiedly by other gendemen,
nearly - as orthodox as himsell on various
questions 3 the navy bill in paricular, und I
hope to hear sentiments of the sume sort when
the other ball (army bili) is taken upy which
was pui down inorder 1o act oo the present
subject. —“T'hé “embargd, and the course pur-
sued by the admivisudton eeneraily, have
during this session, been defended and eulo,
gised on positions admitied on all hands to be
indisputably true, but which. it was criminal
in me to advance three years ago.  * Then,
It was little short of treuson 1o magnify (as it
wis said) the resources of our rival and depre-
ciate these of our own country ; now, it is
madness not to perceive oar inabilicy 10 cope
with hier cn the ocean,” the theatre of our
wrongs, where redress, to be effectual, must
be abinined.  Was it not wiserto na ke a just
estinmate of our strength, ¢r even W0 unders
rate it alittde, before plunging into a gonfliet ;
than afterwards have to abate {rom our san-
guine, cvercharged expectations ¢ We suffer
curscives o be driveny step by step, by mere
cantle clamor into a situation which has raise
ed (whether rightfully or not) more clamor,
from the same parties 0o, than all the foreign
injuries about which they besst the govern-
mente L now, therelore, proppse, that they
be restored to that situation which, according
to their own shewing, is so enviable a one,
and against the evils of which, 1 hopg, they
w.li mever again have the hardibood to conue
plan to this House, or apply for means of ree
diess. 10 will, therefore; at once be perceived,
that 1 am not fiiendly to that part of the ree
solution, firom which my worthy colleague on
my lelt [Mr. Burwell) anticipated so much
benefit; and for the plainest of all reasons ;
betuuse 1 do not concelve @ 1hreat 1o be the
best means of patching up a reconciliation,
[and a8 such, a hope has been expressed
[rom that quarter, I may be at liberty to name
it] between two parties who look at each o
ther already. perhaps, with too jealous an eye ;
and for another reason—becuuse | do npot
choose to put out a distant threat, to the exe-
cution of whichy either the capacity or dispo-
sivon of the country may be doubted, Sir,
we huve dealt in the mivatory sort of traffic
long envugh, and I have no disposition to tsg
W e hiegan with the
non importation law.  That way undoubtedly
a threat ; for a power was given to suspend
i, In case our terms were complied wWitlie
Next came the embargo: that too was to” be
susprinded in case—and so forti. Now we
are called upon to hang, by a sing® hair. over
thie head of the bhelitzerents, the sward ot Da.
macles, 1© be cul Some 1ime in June next;
and reslly. to my apprehension, we might as
well make a declaration of war, to take ¢ flect
in the next century, asinnext June. 1speak s
&= to the power of this House, as well as tg
tht:((pulicy of the thingr.
J { 7o be continued. )

——— e ——

WHEREAS my wife Dinah hath again

maliciously left my Mouse and board, 1 am

‘hertby congtrained o forwarn all persons

from larbouring her, or dealing with her, or
ziving her credit on my account, for I will
ot be answerable for any of lier coplracts,

 SAMUEL FORSTER,

]

1 7 Rowan, Feb, THIH 808~ Ta—iCepe
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