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AMERICANS IN FRANCE,

Under this head 1 Foru‘.f:lly furniched the

e with statemeiis of Captam Palmer,

e 0T TWO More .-\m':!-ic:.m captains, "‘}1“ |
fpom their o hips, ‘s-lu-wmg with what .
le crucity and insolence oyr country-
wemed by the French, both by sea
o 1ud, from the emperor down 18 the low-
. gave ‘i his trabi. I now add another
" . which, like the former, is taken from
t""“a:!f'.'!"t‘!"ﬂ 0w mc»t'lh._ first wﬂ_:al!y aud
prwatds veduced by Lim to writing, . It
j be sten that it was written aboat two
(s ago, aund an explanation may be ex-
o0 why it has not appeared before. The
i isy that- it happencd to bp Sh_e\vn to a
aocratic merchant of this city, just after |
v finished, and he took unwearied pains

uee it to be suppressed i for which pur-

¢ he all but promised captain Folger a ship,

advice of friends prevailed with him
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« dection took plice ; the swory did not
.r, but the ship hias not been licard of
ce, ‘Captain Folger is now absent, and [
repre have=in my*power to ask his per-
b to-ive AL pubitciteat this time y but I
at e Jofitrson pacty in congiess
0 resove the |'.U:;—i'nl't:i'r:dl'11'sc as 1o
and adwit-her ships frecly into our
in the face of our pown reprated de- !
ratins ot the last session, [ cannat recon-
«it with my duty to withliold it any longer.
Lot Lie public will vead it with emotions
comng every man who calls himself an
mercats 10 the country is (o be sunk into
¢ deoth of degreadution 5 if we are to bethe
oed, despised  vassals  of Bonaparte ;
Lves 1hal iick the foot (hat spurs us, at least
e btame vest wher< it ought, and let it be
wn abroed that the federalists are not
argeable with such treason. Byt I dctain
 reader too long {rom the slm'yz
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To the Lditoy of the Lverang Feats !
BosTON, arcly 20.

Si—I feel it to be a duty Ffowe to my
atiy to grive publicity to the following lacts.
the accuracy “of which I hold myse!t re-
msiblz: L therefore take the liberiy of ad-
sng you, and recquest you to insert 1.
pper a detail that I presume will not be
i by any Americans without participating
wme measure in the feelings of him who
g0 severely suffered by the Frenchy Bevin
i Milan decrees.

U the 4th of February, 1206, I sailed
m Boston &5 master and part owner of the
merican ship Acorn, on a voyage (o Lisbon,
gie o St Petersburg, in Kossia, and
e, [ arrived safe at Lisvon, aud also at
Petersburg ; but Fwas ouliged on my re-
mtoput into Nerth Bergen, in Normandy,
Msiay Lheve eleven weeks ;3 the vayage wol
| course considerably lepgtheneds  After
sig North  Uergen, I met wi'h nothing
wicular until I arvived in the British channel.
tust of the Isle of Wight, where I was
sht to by the French Josepbine privateer,
cdptain’s name I cannot rccollects  He
fimediately had-seals put on ali .the trunis,
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the ament to reqaest its postponement, |

il o, After which he began using the
®Labusive lunguage, and ovdered™ every
i n.be searched to the skin, under pretence
‘!“CU‘-"&T'U‘:-; PHpeELs. ‘ll.: then put a prize
b2ier and eight men on board, andd ovdered
b lor St Maloes, “alledging that such was
atders of his gevernment, but, said he,
Vis merely formaiiy.” 1 enguired with
e whetlier france and America were at
¥ He s2id they were mot in aciual war.
“ked him whyAinericans were treated in
fsmanner 7« Oh, sir, (replied he) it is mere
mality ; it is-towx-taliate on de English." —
Weavored in vain to dissuade him from
CPUose s Ttedd him it “wa$ not only in
“ion of newtrality, bdt of a {reatvi—He
i é}sen!_ e St Maloes.

kel dnd we' wer
Un my wriwal in the haboe of St. Maloes,
® Wgpe buarded Il;:'; a |l re bai‘;:c with the
"issary of marihe, @e gommissary of
% and Prector gf the hoard” of heulth.
hese gr;n‘tlu-me:n assured g, uwpon their ho-
w thet I"was brought il for mere jorma:’
“ aud that they had no dgubt®hat after [
R St (5 o L Bty
Wi Lurough thie interropations, 1 shoéld
| TR C‘\E“‘_:” you must excuse us,”
“ 0l them % but you must go on-shore
‘W rens d'armis - o2 iv mere formaluys”
% ben conducted by the soldiers to the
®a Infierial, (custom house) and pleced
."".' centre of the dirsclors ana _-llln]gt‘-‘u
i«:?.-_-.n m number.—They Iim-lu:rg_-.j: by an
“Itter whether [ ~ould speak I'rench, and
" imated I did not, the interpreier com-
“ed the guestions and answers—-The
“of my voysi-e was then particularly
%itd into, and I was gsked if I did not
" tithe French decrees 7 1 answered that
= Loty and supposed that such decrees
b e been passed since [ left Ameyici..
Tthen particularly examined me whether
b 2t been boarded by a British croizer?
% they appeared to know the names of
™ Lnglish vessels on the northern sta-
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tiog, they mentioned several of them to me.
I positively denied havihg been boarded by a
British cruiscr, for [ never had begn.  After
some conversation among themselves, 1 was
offered one third of the vessel andgdrgo, if 1
would confess that | had been boarded, assur-
ing me at the same time, that every respect
and attention should then be paid to my per-
son and property—I was stunig with indigna-

| tion &g the offer tp Lribe me, and replied that

though I was deeply intcresiedd in the vessel
and cargo, 1 could not sucrifice 1y honor to

retaio it~ I'hey again earpestly urged me to

make-a cobfussion==1The Berlin decree was

then read to me, and the chiefl director ob-
served, that T had bLetter at onte confess, us
the libgral offers made by his imperial majesty
wWanld prevail with some one of the crew to
swear to the fact of being visited, and 1 should
then Jose the hounty, besides being imprison-
ed—I imprudently told the directors, I did

not before know that any government woald”

offer a bribe to a witness to tell a falschood.
Afier their exertions by many ingenious
cross ¢uestians Lo gnwwap me, and hnding it
fraitless, "I was committed 1o prisohi, and my
dacr guarded by two gens d'arms, which I
was apain to)d was % aere formaliny”—My

i chiet mate, (reorge Thaxtery was then culled
| Lefor the divectors,” and, as Lie alleraards, in-
| formed me, they put the sune questions to
i him as they had to me, respecting his name.

countryy, &c.  After his conying any know-
ledge of the French degree, he was
how much wages was then due fiom th® ship?
He answered a':out one hundred doliavs.
“ We are sorry {or vour loss, said the chicf
directior, but we will make 1t up to vou ; your
captain has depused that your ship wus bourd-
ed by a British cruizer, and herve (shewing him
a-pretended depusition in Freaoch, which the
maté“could not reaa) here 1s the wrilten con-
fession ; the mate answered, that if the cap-
1ain had declarea to alie he should not, & de-
riied positively that the ship bad been boarded
by a British cruizer——"The tnejpreter then
read the Berlin® decree to him, and shewed

| himm.what Taaxter was told was a declaration,

assuring hirg 1f he would sign ity he shonld

I not suffer any of the penaltics of that decree,

and sliould receive sll the wages due him
besides.  This he reflused=—="The chief director
then used the most threatening language.
He told him be should, * in rase he persisied
“in a refusi] be sent to prisoy, and kept there,
and would perhaps atavrve--fuor your govern-
ment Added he, will nor relieve you. Bt if
you will make one coyfession, von shall Lave
oce third af the wessel and cargo, and go

| where vou please.”  Thaxter sull peisisied

in what be had said, and was Drong it do 24
guards to Lhe same prison with imyseif—all
cominunication between us and the rest of
the crew was cut wil,

My cook, James Welsh, was then examin-
ed, and alter the wsual question, the chiet
director told him that the captun (imeaning
me) and mate #dd both ottested that the ship
had been €i-quently boarded by a DBritish
cruizer, and added, as @ you ar e clsn an honeat
luohing masty 20 dondt ugu o dl curifoax thie sames"”
Welsh denied the knowledre of any such a
fact, The director then toid him he should
receive 3,000 livees to wmake the sane confes
sion—\Velsh assured tham if any Deitish craf
rer had boardedthem he had no knowledie of
it,-and believed that sach an cvent could not
have taken plece without hts krowine it—
“After various ‘threats ol imprisonment, pro
mises of hberation, and reward, &, &c. toall
which he remaived inflexible, he was also
scnk to our prison.

The second mate, James Cilky, was then
arraigned before the tribunal.  "Threy made

| uge of every-artifice to obtaia from him the

becessary proof fur condemnation, promises
"of great reward, and threats of a long and
dreary imprisonment were alternatly made
use of to mmduce him to pervert the truth.

exainined had separately made ¢ the confes-

 lie,” as e would theh be publicly shot by
goldiers.” Gilky however persisted in_assert-
ing that our ship had not been boarded by any
English vessel, and was then committed to
prison, amid the scoraful sicers and reproach-
es of the tribune and the soldiers who accom-
panied bim. ;
was suspended fo¥ the present.—The next
thing that took place, I was marched on loot,
in company with four Swedish and three Eng-
lishmen, prisoncrs of war to Verden, 300
miles rown St. Malocs—in the coyrse of which
[ sufiered every thinge enat a human being
could andergo and strvive.  We were guard
ed'by six weus d'arms on horse Gack.  When
we arrived, we were pul into close prion. and
after some days, a correspondent wt Nantz
agreed o anuke sone advances in mooey for

 forty thousang francs, of which the condition
was, that I should not leavethe country with.-
out permission of the government.

]t is mad Capt. Foiger means the Milan
i & e e gt iy
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They told him that all those who had been

siony”’ and charged him 1o ‘Teware of telling,

Here-any further examination.

me ; and also became my buil in the sum of

I was
then pcrmim to return on foot ,‘9_3‘_ Maloes,

) THURSDAY,
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Jesied thag the ship had been boarded by an

however was seized upan-2s snfficient by the

|
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and allowed to walk the streets, and four sous
(equal to four cents) a day was given me by
governmeut, for my subsistence ! !

One day in walking the streets of Saint
Maloes, 1 met with Thomas Todd, master of
the American ship Catherine, owned by Mr.
Clifiord of Philadelphia, and knew himye—he
had been bronght inabout a week bLeforemy-
self and under the same decree.  Captain
Todd I found was destinute of clothing and
evep food. The privatcersmen ¢ from nere

Jormality” had robbed him of every thing.

[faving some little credit myself, I gave him
a temporary relich, but B understand he still
remains a prisoner, together with his mate
Mpr. Stevens, and crew, all in confinement at
Saint Maloes. 1 mention this circumstance
to inforn: bis and their riends and relgtions in
this couutry of their present destitute & deplo-
pable situetion.  Butto returnto my own case.

] was not permitted to have the least com-
munication with any of my crew. At length
the tribune ggain assemnbled and the examina
tion proceededs  The next witness was 2
1'00r ignorant seaman, by the name of James
Simpson ; he had been some time in prison
and lLad suffered much from fear and confine-
ment. They began. by assinings im that all
the others who had been exanined had con-

\

Inirlish cruiger, then offered him the same
Lribes thut the others had refused.  The
alittering reward held out ta him of his free-
lom, and one ihird of the vessel and cargo
besides, overcame bima, and thev obtained
their purpases.  He basely and faisely aftirm
cd that oy ship liad besn boarded by a cruizer,
Lo he i not know of eyt nation.  ‘I'his

plundering nibunal, and on his single- louse
restimoncy only, contradicted by all the rest
of the oflicers and crev, vas the act ol seques-
tration assucd aguipst the vessel and cargo
The intter was invoiced at Bi. Petershure at
41,380 dellars, the ship wes worth at. l=ast,
10.000 doliars muking in the whole 51,5060
dollars. ; '
Shortly after the sequestration I ohtained
permission to go Lo Paris to see the American
miaster; where I cevived'in the early part |
of June, 1%08. I inuntdiately calied on Mr.
Skipwith the American consul, who patiently
and politely heard a history of all miy sufier-
ings and gdvised me to relate my«ase to Gen.
Armstrong, who would doublless assist me.
I aceordingly waitzd on the minister and re-
pediud W hito an sec,unt of nmy vayayge, cap-
ture, &c. After heiing »H the history of wy
cutfermg theougl, be ghigrved to me 1hat
the governnmont of the Linited fSates had laid
ca embaro oo ol shipping, and he therciore
constd . rd that American vessels now 1.avi
gatin: the ocean were prosecuting n uidaw-
ful connmerce, conzequently they were not
intided 1@ his interpositon in their javor. 1
replied that 1 knew nothing of such an cbas-
gn, baving left America prior to its existence,
and : hiuving since becn in countries where
such information had not beca cornyounicated
to me.  But he gave himself no turther trou-
ble to answer me avd I departed—afier this
howevew, I had several conferences with Gen.
Armstrong on thie subject.  On one oecasion
we wollied together ‘at his request in the
Luzemburg  (lerdens—Captain Folger, said
Liey Lean obtain the libervation of your vessel
in batiodt on one conditions What is that
condivion | eagerly exclaimed I'— That you
will take a Lrcech gontleman and his baggage
“to the fevanna ) was astonishg_] and repli-
ed that I must decline it, as the voyage was
llepaly, ana nioreover was contrary to the in-
teptions of those concerned in the property,
and would deprive them ol theiv policye Gen.
Armswong then insisted on my taking this
I'rench gentleman and his baggage to the
Lavanaa, 2id said he would privately indem
wify me szuinst any hazard that might arise
from the voyage.—i expressed my extreme
surprise at this offer, and told the minister
plamly, that after what 1 had lat¢ly heard of
his conduct, relative to the ship MNew Jersey
and other citcumstances, I could not repase |
suthcient confidence in him to place the Teast |
reliance on any guarantee he could make me.
“ 1f you refuse (said he in @ Bessionate tone |
of voeec) I will not consider yow under my
protection, and will dennunee yous I will not
‘even sanction your bhaving a passport.” 1 tokd
htm I should adhere to mv resclution at il
hazards; upon this we paited. 1 proeeeded
to- Mr. Skipwith’s whereiT found M. \ ail of
the constilate department at L'Orvient, and !
Voo Pormnord consud at Huvre-de.Grace, 1o |
whum 1 related wiiat had passed bewween
General Armistonge end myself, b
vised me to protest azainst him and decisred |
theii belief hat Mr. Armsirong waes not
rrendly to the Anserican incerest, angd stated
ithat an American ship commanded, I thiuk,
hy captain Waterinan, had besn lately burut
ut sea, znd the capgaim and crew had passed
near Parisy, on thewr way to Verden or Auvvas,
and thst Gen. Armstrong bad refused 1o afford
themn the least assistance.~Finding 1 wis
not likejy to et any thing by any longer 1e-
sideuce n is, I again returned to St. Ivia-
3?'," where 1 remained Gil September. Onj|
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the 26th of that month Mons. Petit, commi
sary of police, sent a Gens'd Arms who coms
maunded me o {ollow and took me before hiut!
He demanded my passport, and teld me tha
the emperor had ordered all the Americang
1.1k::n_un;l_er the Beilin or Milan decrees 1o bd
denationalised, and putin prison, afier whic

I was dismissed. Soen after an actual ordeg
for yuy deparwre for the prison pf Verden,
3_00 miles from St. Maloes, was m&de ou
signeds. There I should probably ha
to this day, had my wretched life heen
spared, had Inot effected - my escape b
tagem. At thatciiticai peviod threg generoug
frirnds, whose zeal and services I shall alw aysd
remernber with a pratitede I cannot dcstnhc,
enabled me to escape fiom the fangs of these
marauding, unfeding barbariaps.—RBy theis
sssistance a small boat was procured, an

four men took me from St. Maloes the nighy
preceding my jotended fatal march for \;i:}-
deny and after inany disasters, landed me the

Dext day at 6 o'clock P. M. on the Englisy;

island of Guernsey, where | was hospitably
received, and whence [ proceeded to Londan,
thcn(:g to Liverpool, where I embarked foy
Amcrlc.u, and ouce more landed on my nativg
shorey 10 the month of December last,
Fhus I returged after an absence of neur twg
years ; durina nine months of which time
Lad wronyfuily been a prisoner in France, an
been robbed of a considerable property which
I had long and arduously toiled for to support
a young, growing und Leleved family.—wVes -
I have returned to them in a state of indis
gence and wretched health occasicned by my
iong confinement in French prisons, and after
sufferings of mind which no tengie can telj.
I =2} humbled sir, as an American, to think
that this simple tale 15 but & 1ink in the "Jongg
catalogueoiindignities which Americans have
of late and stijl do receive fromy Frangei "
is sufficient to be 'mown there as e American
to be treated with the utimost scorn and disdain
by al! clusses -of people—There are wow ‘g
great numberof American prisonersin l'rance;
mcluding six ol my own crew, who could nog
sufter meore if the two countries were in e
actual state of warfare. This recital, sir, cotje
veys but a faint sketch of what I underwebt
in France : but, slight as it is, I defy any of
those whose names I have meniioned to core
redict itin any maierial paiticulare, '
L. FOLGER,
oy '
Lrom the Hudsem Whig.

Let every demogratas wellas federalist give
the letier of capi. Folgera cundid and un atjens
tve persal 5 for it contains facts which nens
datz 1o dispute,  Capt. Folger, sincé Lis
scaps froin rance, has mipde teas city; pars
tialiy, his place of residence; and he i:slfd_i:?
on a visitta the Springs in the northern paris
ol this state, for the recovery ol his - heajth;
destroyed by tiie hardships and cruelties* it
flicted upon Wl by the magnanizons gaver,,»
ment of Iirance ! as our democrals sometimes
delight to express themsclves.  Ag o citizen
Capt. F. is universaliy th:ceq\cd §oas & Al
of indusiry and enterprize; previous to \hA
loss of his health, he was perhops surpassd
by none ; 2ad now, deprived both of properiy
and of healili, the prospect before him muysy
Lz ploomy ; he has, however, a proud mj"fi
virtuous consolation left, in witnessing the iae
dignation of his [ellow-cifizens, st the mjurizg
which he has sustained. -

Foreign JAwg.

BOSTON, June 29,

LATLEST FROA LISBON
By the arrival yesterday, of the biiz Favare
ite, Stacey, 37 days from Lisbas, we hiava
been favoured with papers.of that city to the
16th May. They speal: f{avourably of the

combined English-and  Periuguese troops
that'they had been so greatly encreased eard
disciplined as afford the stronpest assi-
rance -of safety to thg inhabicn's i—thdt
business had revived ;3 and the public houses
again opencd for the amusen:ient and eccoma
modation of the pepple ,—~that the Theatre
was opened, on the 14th May, for the Jost
tiree since the departure of the Prince Regeiute
Or the toititary epertions of the armies, and
other inluimation, the following sketch fiom
“the latest,date, will furnish examples :— ;

& Libon, May 16, 1809.
“ Authentic letters {rom Lumego, ol the
date of the 9th current (Vav) affivm that the
Portuguese have rendered themselves '

asters
of the passage of Regoa, und olo0ther strong

| poritions on the opposite side’ol the Doncryy

N oconsgnticnce have a
free pascnee (o the olher ol the rivev.
The Prench have not you given us batge.

¢ By a vessel, which saiked fiom Oporte for
he Brazils,snil which has been obliged tc ene
1 tire Tagas, ve are assured, thot the French
1o ve retived 1rom Amaranta, to take s position
on thé Douero, In a few days, we expect to
give the detalis of an action, which cannot ful
to take place. :

s The captain of the same ship reports, that
the prevince of Gallicia had 1ecuveid its libegs
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