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WEDNESDAY.............JANUARY, 15, 1879
_ EARLY PROGRE.

. tion was $537,341.83; for the second

' _very summits.”

. 10 less annoyance of travellers. Our last

“be heard in the valley of the Catawba.’*

RALEIGH, N.
—

; OF THE WESTERN
o ( NORTH CARGLINA RAILROAD,

g:;n Western North Carolina B-nm&
) hthomagnlmdeotmm '
and the results sought to be accomplished
through the - development iis completion
was: designed to bring sbeut, was the

-

areatest work of internal improvement in’|

which the State has
tlgingpu‘hlning{_-‘to: its
progress must interest
North Carolina.

#The work was 'ardered to be

the whale people of

ary to Morganton was first divided . into
three sections, the first from Balisbury o
Statesville, ' twenty-five miles; second,
Statesville to Hale's store, in Catawba,

- twentyeight and three-quarter mileg)|

third, Hale's to Morganton, twenty-two
miles ; making the distance Trom, Balidbury
- to Morganton, by the first survey, seventy-

_Gve miles. The [first regblar report of]

Chief Engineer Jaymes C. TurxgR bears
date of August 37, 1856, and was consid-
ered ‘in- the second ‘anvual meeting of
stockholders at Statesville, August 28,

‘The Bogineer's estimate for the first sec- |

$586,802.66, and 'for the third section
#0557,688.00, or total cost of completing
the railroad: from [Balisbury to Morganton
$1,681,782 50, being for the completed
superstructure, without equipment, -an
average of $22,423.76 per mile. “The
topographical features of the country be-
tween Salisbury and Morganton, says the
report of the Chief Engineer, *“exhibit
that irregularity of outline and - variety)
which usually characterize all countries of
a primitive formation, and there is no part
of the Btate, not actually in the mountains,

miore broken up with high and steep hills,

On the 11th of March 1856, the first sec-
, tion of twenty.five miles was put under
com_r*zt,' and the engineer reported to the
stockholders’ meeting in August that $65,-
000 worth of the grading bad been done.
The State bad made her first subscription
of eight bundred thousand dollars, and
individual stockholders had made up their
four hundred thousand, and the work 'was
satisfactorily, progressing at the close of
the first fiscal year, and an additional
twelve miles, extending to the Catawba
River had been put under contract. What
the hopes and aspirations of that day were,
- and what it was designed to accomplish,
*through the construction of the Western
North Carol'{ma Ral'road, may be gathered
, from & paragraph in the report of the
Chief Engineer. s&bove alluded'to. He
says: 4 .
*“The North Carolina Railroad is now

completed, and in| direct communication
with yourowncity of Wilmi:Fon. The At-
lantic and North Carolina Railroad is rapid
ly progressing toward completion; the safe
an'z secure harbor of Beaufort, one of the
best on the Atlantic coast, will soon'be as
accessible by land as it now is by water.

The Western North Carolina Railroad§

now so fairly begum, needs but your fos-
tering care to extend and connect it with
the Tennessee Roads, thus completing, so
far as your State can, that important link
in the chain, which is, at po distant day
to'unite the Pacific with the Atlantic.
Then will North Carolina, no longer a
vassal to other Btales, take that position
among herdaiiht:rrs of the Union, to which
-nature an geographical position so
justly entitle her. 'Then will it be known
that there is an interior of North Carolina
—an interior rich and productive in both
mineral and agricultural resources. Then
will it be known that for ':Ericulmml pur-
poses, not only your ys, but your
mountains are rich aud produciive to their

In localing the railroad between States-
ville and Morganton it was found that by
leaving Newton three miles to the, South, &
saviog of some #155,000 could be made,
and it was accordingly Recided to give
Newton a branch,! which the Legislature

- of 1856-'57 authorized, and 80 a branch
road three miles long was built, and all

trains passing over the Western

North Carolina Railroad have been requir-

ed torun inand call at Newton, to the

great inconvenience of the road and the

Legislature ordered the line of the road
tabe sochanged ms to pass directly by
Newton, and the work of grading and
getting ready for the supersiructure on
this change of line has been more than
half completed, and the trains will be run
before Summer. .

By thé terms’of the amended chagter
in 1857, the first section was made to ter-
minate at Morganton, and the second at a
point ten miles east of the Western portal
of the S#anannoa Tunnel, which permit-
ted more o the road to be put under con-

addition to the Newton Branch, were put
under contract, making fifty-five miles in
all under way the first of June 1857. To
the August meeting the Chie! Engineer
isbury and Staf had been completed,
while West of Statesville toward Morgan-
‘ton all the masonry was under contract
and progressing satisfactorily. Nineteen

of the first twenty-five miles
3 L T
and the' remainder would be in ‘Wsbort

time. Iron had been purchased for twenty-
- fi¥e miles of road, and the engines Swan-.
g the summer of 1857, and before the

fhnual meeting in 1858 it was promised-
that the whistle of the locemotive shoul

shilles west of . Therailway was

| two busdred thoussnd dolisrs, : inclading
3 .48 % 1-8 %> i
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ments of the people along the extension of
the Western North Carolina Railroad to-

report, said :— :

“The steam engine, as it penetrates a
country upon its iron track, becomes itself
the most potent of all
continued and id advance; even the
hardest fisted tax-payer who had shuddered

recital of the cost, whilst unseen,
his hold u his pocket-book
he beholds its train laden with

upon the thoughis-
 rich retiifn which 1ts up frain will
make to his ; and just as we bring
nearer man on the line this
o
: , and each recipient
of the bemefits 'which -railways vonfer be-
come a and active agent in pressing
our . 3 £ 0
o Bl (e Bt his
corps of Engineers were inthe field lo-
the line from Morganton to the base
of i i aﬁ'gﬂ'
m' . - : W" Mi;
Carolina - ort. would be
ready for the contractors. - 1
Some diffieulty and delays having been

experienced, with- ponLrﬁoq ol rs during
the year 1 the whole of the uniinished
work to Morganton bad- been recontracted

with Craguge: F. Figuze, and the. Presi-|
dent ‘reportedthat *‘the energy displayed
by the comtractor, Mr. Fisugr, gives prom-
ise that the road will be fully completed to
Morganton by the first of January, 1861.”
The care’'were' running, im . Angdst, 1859,
to the - Catdwha fiver, thirty-seven miles,
and there only awaited ihe completion of
the long bridge to croes' ‘over and speed
slong up the valley of "the Cslawbe.
Fifty-two miles of roadway was al-
ready iromed, ‘of ‘ready for ‘the irom,
exclusive of the Newton Branch, snd i
was ascertained that this first fifiytwo

remminglt Dokl Mok i,

& B ] ;

The I ugust é&@ng of 1869 found the
cars runging toilcard Spasiom, Geyen miles
east of Morganton, and so satisfactory was
the progress of the work, and sb econonti-
cally confined within the estimates, tba:
the Company felt able to complele ihe
road through to Paint Rock with the ong-
inal eppropriation of four millions from
the State and two millibns of individua!-
subscriptions, and  accordingly the Chief |
Engineer was directed to locate the line

to the Tennessee connections, and his re
port thereon was made to a called meeting
of the : ighury; iNovem -
berm‘# . 14 ‘?..l !; : A

THE REPORT OF THE TREASURKR.
ol g

The report of the State Treasurer, pub
lished elsewhere, will commend itself to
the people of the. Siate and ihe public
at large ®s a 'plain, pointed, and business-
like document. A people are fortunate
whose public fund isin the hands of a
gentleman of the ability, business habits
and integrity of Treasurer WorTi.

The statements of various funds, re-
ceipts and disbursements. show that they
have beem properly managed aund faith
fully applied, and that while the special
tax levies by the last' Legislature were
not adequate to all the appropriations voted,
yet by rigid economy, and  the obser-
vance of law in the administration of the
Treasury Department, there has been crea-
ted no deficit—no debt made by the
Treasurer on the bypothesis that the Legis
lature would make good disbursements i
excess of its appropriations—and the dis
bursements of the Treasury have not,
therefore, gone beyond the actual resources

rcv! its vaults,

The debt statement will arreat public at-
tention, and the careful elassification of
the same affords the fullest possible
information on the subject - of
State’s imdebtedness. From this state
ment it is seen®that the principal and the
interest now du€ on the old or ante-wear
bonds together amount to $13,378,980.50 ;
and that the principal and ibterest on other
recognized bonds, issued during and since
the war, under authority of acts of the
Legislature before the war, ordinances of
convention, funding acts, etc., between
1865 .and the special tax issues and appro-
priations of 1868, amount to $13,741,
247.85, and that the total amount of the
State debt now, exclusive of special tax
‘bonds, is $27,120,227.85, subject, however,
to a deduction of the amount of interes:
paid by, the Receiver of the North Caro-
lina’Railroad of the apnual dividend of six
per cent. ‘passed into his hands by order of
the Circuit Court of the United States in
the Swazey suit, which amount the
Trnr jue PR papyplooks Do
This would leave the recognized debt, in
round numbers, at $236,000,000. :

assets of the State are slim. Bave the
three millions of stock in the North Caro-
lina Railroad, the State appears to Own Bo
produtive stocks, though she holds stocks
and bonds of "the face value of over seven
millione:: o1 ?
' The Treasufer recommends an adjust-
. condition and failing re-
sources*of ‘dur 'peopld, he does not sug-

promise be offered ‘the State ereditors,
rdte of Interest ss ;may,be covsistent wilh

aratio TouEno

and expressive of the feelings and senti- |

day. Mr. Pearsox, in his fourth snnual |

arguments for its |

the

Agninst this indebtedness, the available

ment of the State debt, but recognizingthe |

o thid' e fo_be. seoomplisied,
T S

should. an adjustment be effecied. He

FROM WASHINGTON.
[Special Correspondence of THE OBSERVER.]
Wasmiseron, D. C,, J 13, 1879
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the Senate and House will leave this even-
ing, with the remains of Mr. Schleicher
for Ban Antonio, Texas. The Committee
rpI__,“Fomixn_Behtioua.” of which Mr,
Schleicher was a member, met this m&r:

igg and & resolutien asking Con-
gress 1o m payment of the salary
due Mr. Schleicher for the present Con-

[ gress, Lo fhe widow. also request
the incoming 46th Uongress toprder the
ment of the salary to the widow, until

. 8 or is glegted, which
3. o Ricrh et Sepiember
jissioner Raum wemt before the
BSépate Committes on last Saturday and
made an argument against Lhe reduciion of
the tobacco tax from 24 o 16 cents per
pound. e =y O
I do pot think the Commissioner of -
ternal Reveate has ‘any right to atlempt
the contrdl of the legisiation of Congress.
He is simpl§ean exetutive officer. |
Compgigioner Raum is 1dduced to this

ppose because it sppears from
gr%;)grrlo Congress, that the falling off
of the

reéli‘ptll' in the Internal’ Revenue for
the last 1 year amount to $8,341,020,-
83 as compared with the preceding fiscal
year. "
Now what is the cause of this falling
off of the revenues of the government ? 1t
is attributable to the ienetal depression of
bysipess resulting froth Sherman’s process
of *getiing down to hard pag.” Poverly
bis enforced economy and of course de-
creased consumption. It is § poor mode
of obtaining revenue to starve the people
into such a siate of exhaupstion that they
are uaable to produce the articie apon
‘whaich ¢he tax is ‘levied. The financial
legislation for the last few years has nearly
destroyed all the business of the land, and
almost made a nation of paupers. ‘Then
theé absardity of taxing the products of la-
bor until the production of the article
ceases, aod the manufacturer of the raw
| article is driven to suspemsion. The fa-
eilities to make money have all been de-
s'royed by this,class legislation, and yet
the burdens of taxation are to remain the
sdme ! These are “‘gievances too grievous
to be boroe.™
The: report of Commissioner Raum
shows that the people of the United States,
during the last fiscal year, paid into the
Treasury the vast sum of $104,660,781.57
for internal revenue alone. Uu:;nidcr that,
n addition, the American peopl: pay over
moo,uw:nbo;n gold for the samedime, to
L@ grasping government bond. holder, in
additionto: the many millions for Bigh
tariffs and, swindling mailread subsidies,
gnd weegin have seme 1desof anover

tlemande of dlate, corporation and private
debis,

Of this $104,000,000 North Carolina
pays $1,818,358.94, Virgima pays $06,501,-
'476 89. The sixteen Sonthern Biates pay
iwenty-six and one third mmllions of doliars,
about one-fourth of the whole. The ag-
gregate of the six New England States is
. bat-$3, 594,682 39, about ope-balf a8 much
as ie paid by Kentucky or Virginia. The
State of lilinois pays four and three guarter
miilions more tax than any other Siate.
It is obvious that most of the tax comes
from the agricultural industry and tbe en-
terprise of the country, while the Statesen
gaged mostly in manufacturing, and which
bave the largest amount of tariff produc
tion and the most vested capital and bank

| facilities, pay a much less proportion.
Thege facts should put the American
' peopie to thinking. The men who have
made us ‘*hewers of wood and drawers of
water” should be held to a strict accounta-
bility. W. H. M,

_——— - E—

LETTERE FRoOM GREENE COUNTY.
.
[Correspondence of THE OBSERVER.]

Sxow Hiui, N. C., Jan: 9, 1579,

Mzessrs. Eprrors: It becomes my pain-
ful duty to chronicle the sad and sudden
death, that occurred bere Tuesday, the 7ih
inst , of Mr. Dantel Pittman, of Leuvoir
¢ounty. Mr. Pittman had come to town
Mocday previous, to visit a near relative of
his, Mr. James Kilpatrick, employed as
c¢erk in the establishment of Messrs
Grimsley & Dixon. These cousins, both
promiging and noble young men, who were
to each other as loving brothers, came t»
the store from dinner about ten minutes to
ope.
counter, walked to the upper end, and was
busy wailing on a customer. A megro
man, in the meantime, wanted to see a pis-
tol, and called. Mr. Pittman, seeing his

the negro, moved to the lower end of the
conater, reached in the show-case, gota
pistol, and handed it to him for examina-
tiomi The pegro asked if it was loaded.
Mr. Pittman replied, no; but unfortunate-
ly it was loaded, the fact being unknown
to Mr. ., whereugon the negro began re-
volving the pistol, and accidentally dis-
charged it, the ball taking effect in Mr.
Pittman’'s forehead, just sbove his right
eye. Mr. Pitiman ipstantly fell, like one
dead, to the floor in an unconscious con-
dition. Drs. Jones, Rouniree and Gallo-
way were called in, made a full examina-
tion, explored for the bullet without suc-
cess, and_ prodonoced the wound fatal
Mr. Pittman lingered in & comatose state
until balt-past twelve day before yesterday,
when his spirit geatly took its flight w0
join-the celestial choir in that beautiful
land ‘“*beyond the sunset's radiant glow.”
It is bat just to add that the pistol was
loaded to meet an emergency, an attempt
bving been made Lo rob the store a night
of two previons to the shooting. The be-
reaved family have the sympathy of the
entire community. Ewery attention was
shown the dying young man by the citi--
zens of the town, Messrs. A. J. Griffin and
J. D. Grimsgley deserving special mention.
The negro was tried before a strate
and acquitted. Several of the witnesses
examined saw Lhe shooting, and knew it to
be purely accidental.

Snow Hill has never witnessed such de-
pression. an business. The cry of hard
times is in the mouth of everybody.

Mr. William_ K.ilqatﬁckmume dl;u': on
the instan in bt
'phtlgl%\! ong 6;' ou.fpd queens, Miss Hj;p%ie
Harper, but ber her wus willing. Rev.
IMr. J. P. Simpson assiste:! . them to get
away. “May they have a prosperous jour-
mey through life, By the way our towa
has been honored by the acquisition of
Mr. Simpson mentioned above. He

has permamently located with us, .
1 Mrs. W. 'u&a.rg:nre’é. llent scheanl
Tesumes 18th inst. :glsa lady of
great learning; an admirable edacator. and
well deserves the patronage of the publie.
Bbe is ably assisted by a. corps of experi-
| enced teachers, including ber distinguished

| “The weather remgined - mil

for f five days tnyestﬁ'l: It
for four or five days up erday.
“P. BArL”

%1 is now gaite warm. -

sedarapinT o s ogys ) RIsadT
JERtaW bviamens bak satled

‘September last as follows: |

burdengd people who also have to meet the:

Mr. Kilpatrick stepped behind fhe |

cousin’ oczupied, volanteered to wuit on

Report of the
StaTE oF R_ CAROLENA;
Raumies, J T, 1879.

His Excellency, Zebulon B. Vi

Bz : I submit this report of thenodg
years g on the 80th day of
September, 1877, and 30th day of Septem-
ber, 1878, with statements which explain
themselves.
The sum tements of the Educa-
tional and Paublic Funds show a balance
to the credit of each fund on the 30ih of

$ 18.600.
100,192.

$118,798.26
Statements A and B contain the receipts
and disbursempents of ' use Hducational

Educationa) fund, !
Public fund,

_ | 1 Fuud, which, for the two years, are as fol-
BAQOO TAX AGAIN. e B _ " >

OWS : :
Enfries of vacant fands, | $ 8.563.30%
Fioes, forfeitures and penalties, = 9,288 59

$17,851.8948
INOOME OR DISTRIBUTIVE FUND.

Tax on Auctioneers, 197.98
Tax on Rewatlersof Lqg're, 19,163.91
Interest on U. S. Bonds. 9,166.51
University Normal School -

({refunded) 6

$28,524.08
Total receipts, $46,375.952

Statements C and D costaio the dis-
bursements of the Edueational Fund, for
the two fiscal years, stated as follows ;

FROM PERMANENT FUND.
Invesiment in U. S. Bonds, $7,805.00

DISTRIBETIVE FUSND: 3

Common schools,
Expensde account,
Uuiversity Normal § hool,
Colored Normal school,

17,501.63
2350
2.018

$21,543 13

Total disbursements, $29,348.13

Statements b and F conotain the receipts
of the Public Fund, which, for the two
fiscal years, amount to $1,006,957 593.
Statements G and H centain the disburse-
ments of the Pablic Fund, for the same
time, amounting to $1,147,451.66 1.6.

These disbursements, in addition Lo the
ordioary expenses of the BStale govern-
ment, embrace the usual special appropri-
atiops to the several charitable and penal
institutions, and extra appropriastions and
intercst on bonds, as follows :

Western N. C. R. R., $75.196.93
Western Insane Asylum, 50,500
Penitentiary, 100,000
Interest on mortgage
bondsissued onaccount

of Western N. C. R. R., 118,545
$344,241.93

It is proper to suggest that these large
special expenditures are in excess of the
usual appropriations provided for by
special taxation, and the fact that they
bave been met without an increase of the
revenue levies, is evidence of the rigid
economy in the adminisiration of the
government in its several legislative, ex-
ecutive, and judicial departments, as the
saving by the large reduction of these ex-
penses has admitted of more extensive aid
from the Treasury to the several works
now in progress under the authority of the
Geperal Assembly.

[ am compelled to state, bhowever, that
the Treasury has suffered embarrassment
in eonscquence of a deficiency of funds 10
meet special appropriations for the West-
ern North Caroiina R.ilroad, and public
buildings, a large portion of which re
maios unpad. g

Io this connection I call the attention of
tbe General Assembly to section 7, of
article Y. of the state Constitution, which
requires that “‘every act of the General
Assembly levying a tax, shall state the
special object to which it is 10 be applicd,
and it shall be applied to no other pur-
Sos6.”

The Treasurer, as a ministerial sfficer,
should obey a statute giving direction to
his dnty. N

Sec. 3, page 1, of the act to raise revenue,
provides that *‘the taxes hereinafter
designated shall be applied to defray
the expenses of the State government, and
to appropriations to charitable and penal
institutions.”

In making these special payments from
the general fund, 1 did not conceive it my
duty to consider to what extent the action
of the General Assembly, in giving this di-
rection to the funds, was consistent with
the s=ections of the Constitution and the
Statute above quoted.

I obeyed the General Assemby as far as
I was able willh Lhe means in my hands,

The balance to the credit of the Public
Fund, on the 30th of September last, was
$100.192.094, applicable as follows:
General purposes, $55,069.62%
Agricultural Department, ® 12,827.96
Penitentiary, 13,670.41
losane Asylum, ,000.
Institution, Deafand Dumb

and Blind, 10,625.

$100,192.994

It 1s seen, that of the abowe stated bal--

ance, only«$55.060.62 were applicable to
general purposes, which amount was ex-
hausted before any setllements were made
by Sheriffs’ of their tax accounts for the
present year, by the payment of the inler-
est due November 1st on the Morigage
Bonds issued for the purchase of the West-
ern North Carolina Railroad, tne salaries
of the executive and judicial officers, and
other expenses, such as public printing,
convéying convicls to the Penitentiary, &c.
PUBLIO DEBT.

Statement I exnibits the bonded debt in
detail, giving dates of issune and maturity,
and authority under which the bonds were
issued.

The debt is classified as follows :

1. Bonds i(ssned before the war
koown a8 “ old™ bonds

" $8,371,400 00
Interest due on same.. ... ...-..

5,007,580 50

2. Bonds Issued since the war byu"
aunthopity. of scts before ihe
War . & 4 S ot

1,774 000 00
Inte:est dne on same.......

-+« 101589 00
X O 5. apiidiie.de . $8,789,590 00
8. Bonds Issued since the mgn;“' 14
guthority of ordinances of Con-
’ gnﬁﬁhﬂim@
mbiy, :
B2 WBL...conraeecnsannenrasasee $5,013,045 00
Interest que on same.......... 1,160,773 35

$3.172,815.35

4. Bonds issued under Funding ]

gcts of March 10, 1866, and Au-
gust 20, 1863— :

. Funding aect of 1566.$2,231,000

Int'st dueon same.. 1,310,262

Funding act of 1868 $1,657,600
Int'st due on same.. 990,987

3,541,262 00

2,648,587 00

oMl . dasssoninsd ~.<-$8,189,848 00
5. Bonds tssued during the war, by

authority of -::?N vefore
the war, f HOprove-
né pu to which are
ed §215,0 for Chst-
Hailroad ordinance
Conveutio of Jaa. 30, 1862., 914,000 00
Interest dueé on same 674,080 00
= e L L ---a‘...._..amm
Total principal of excinsive ’
of spe 18l IAX DODdS. ... .oiieivies, 00
Total amount of W due..,.., 10,160,182 Q1

geest that some adjustment of the
debt should be made with the creditors.

It is true that the works of ve-
ment, which have been const 8s an
equivalent for the liberal aid extended by
the State before the war, are now almost
wholly unremunerative, and that there are
but litttle, if any wisible fruits of the lurge
sppropriations, which make up the debt
contracted since the war, on which the
.State can depend in an arrangement with
the creditors.

It is further true that the financial con-
dition of our people has been changed by
the heavy losses which they have suffered.
Yet the debt bears upon us as an incum-
brance w our prosperity, which is in-
creased by the continued postponement of
an adjustment. :

lerms of compromisz ought to be
offered the creditors, embracing such an
amount of principal, and rate of interest,
as will be econsistent with the ability of
our people to assume. If such terms
should be rejected by the creditors, the
responsibility will rest upon *them a d the
end of negotiations wil have been

The Raleigh & Augusta Air-Live Rail-
road Company bas completed its exchange
of boonds with the State as aulhorized by
law, in the redemption of the morigage
of $1,200,000, held by the State on the
property of the company, and executed
under an ordinance of tne Convention of
1868.

By this transaction the principal of the
debt has been reduced $280,000, and in-
terest 177,138, making a tolal reduciion of
:53"‘)?,1:&'3. The siatement of the debi is
made up with this reduction.

STOOKS AND BONDS,

I have omitted the statement, in the
usaal tabular form, of the stocks owned by
the State in corporations, and bonds held
in exchange with them. They appear in
the following statement, and do not 1n-
clude stocks purchased with special tax
bonds.

STOCKS.

North Carolina Railroad Com-
paay

Atlantic and North Carolina
Railroad Company

Western Railroad Company
(from Fayetteville)...... ....

Albemarle and Chesapeake Ca-
nal Company

Roanoke Navigation Company..

1,100,000

350,000
50,000

Total face value of stocks, $5,766,700

The market value of these stocks is
nominal, and they are entirely unremuner-
ative, except the stock in the North Caro-
lina Railroad Company.

BONDS.

The following meationed boads are held
by the State in the nature of exchange,
and are unavailable :

City of Raleigh, date January

1, 1863 ¢
Raleigh and Gaston Railroad

Company, date Jan. 1, 1863.
Wilmington, Charlotfe and

Rutberford Railroad Com-

pany, now Carolina Central,

diff-rent dates from Jan. 1,

1860 to July 1, 1862, nclu-

Total face value of bonds....... $1,534,000
ASSESSMENTS OF PROPERTY.

I call the attention of the General As-
sembly to the importance and necessity
of changing the sysiem of assessing
property for taxation.

The present mode has been unequally
and unjustly practiced in many counties
of the biate. An extensive correspondence
with the authorities of several counties, as
well as tax payers, gives evidence of a gen-
eral want of upiformily in listing property
for taxation. The Commissioners of many
counties have construed the law according

the uniform rule required by the Coonstitu-
tion, as well as the Statute whoee intent
it is to giye effect to the comstitutionsal pro-
visions. As the effect of this much prop-
erty has been unlisted and the State de-
prived of just revenues. A thorough re-
vision of the rules of assessment and listing
of property is demanded, so a8 to equalize
and justly distribute the ratio of taxation
among our people. )
Very Respectfully,
Your Obt. Serv't, -
J. M. WorTH.
State Treasurer.,

The Orphans of the State.

[Correspondence of THE OBSERVER.)
WiLsixerox, Jan. 4, 1870,

Messes. Eprrors: While the attention
of the members of ithe Legislature is being
called to the necessity of laws to protect
sheep. crops, and so forth, I would like to
ask the religious and secular press through-
out the State, as a matter of right, justice
and charity, to impress upon the la
ture Lhe necessity of a law for tue protec-
tion of poor orphan children, so that the
little means left them by parents shall not
be taken or stolen from them by theirguar-
dians, who often pay them in bankrupt no-
tices, or so arrange Lheir ¥, althongh
often living in luxury abd extravagan
Lhat it cannot be reached by law shoul
the orphans have friends and means lo
contend for their bonest dues and rights,
Make it, genlemen, an hooest offence,
punishable with fine and imprisonment, for
any guardian to appropriate to his own
use the money and property of his wards,
and there will not be so many crushed and
broken-hearted orphans dependent upon
the cold charities of the world, who feel
that the Siate does not afford them pro-
tection, and that every one is his or her
enemy, endeavoring to crush them because
they bave been robbed by those who
should look after their interests.

Again, let the law require that all sig-
natures to guardians’ bonds shall oe signed

withand recorded in the office of the Judge
of Probate of Lhe county w

resides, who shall be reguired

that the secarity is ampile and

The necessity of the latter law will
apparent when 1 siate thaia young lady in
one of our eastern counties lost some filteen

H
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g
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to their own convicltions without regard (0.

: The Tobacce Tax,
[Special to the Richmond Dispateh, 14th.)

. i n
both mmnmdlm the House bill when
without the favorable consideration of Mr.
Morrill's oomm‘itws_. Mg doheenn
to-da (A pairson t

for mg&_-nm Bayard, who =0
south with Mr. Schleicher’s . Uol.
Burwcll,” who was before break

Tennessee, and Garland, of Arkansas, aud
others, who are in Louisiana with the Tel.
ler committee. A vaiuable Lobacco doecn-
ment was placed in the hands of senators
of Senators Sherman, Thurman,
1875. The present Secretary of the Trea-
sury then ably and earnestly opposed an
increase from 20c. to 24c.,. and said that
the law under which tobacco is now taxed
was dishonorable and upjust. Mr. Bay-
ard said that more money could be raised
by reducing the tax below 20¢. than by
increasing it to 24c., and opposed the in-
crease. Mr. Thurman, in opposing the
increase, slluded to the esormous burden
under which tobacco then groaned, aod
asked, if even a tax of 5 per cent. was
imposed u wheat, or In COTD Was
taxed 10, 20 or 30 per cent. upon its value,
what would you bear from the country?
And yet, he said, tubacco was taxed from
100 to 400 per cent.

— e
Col. David Miifler Carter.

[From the Wilmington Star.)

We knew Colonel Carter most intimate-
ly—knew him from his boyhood. We
are, therefore, prepared to give an intelli
gent estimate of his capacity. He bad as
much pure intellect as any man in North
Carolina. This is our deliberate judgment
formed long ago, and tenaciously held be-
cause nothing occurred compelling or au
thorizing a change of opinion. He had
admirable logical powers that were capable
both of the acutest and eeverest ratiocina-
tion and of the most prolonged exercise.
His perspicacity of thought was unri-
valled in our State so far as we know.
8o luminous, so clear, 80 condensed
were his intellections that his very
statement was an argument.
John. S. Long, of Newbern,

elognence would have done.
David Carter well, and we believe him to
have had brain enough to have easily risen
to the highest place in the legal profession

more favored. :

become very eminent if he had so chosen.
He bad a patural aptitude for languages,

most difficult Latin ata glabee.
neglected the graces of style. He

the Dbest authors
He was a man of for-

familiar with
our language.
tune,
who bent all his energies
the highest positions in the

professional politician. Fe was an inde
pendent thinker, and was, therefore, in
capable of wearing servilely a party collar.
He thought and acted for himself.
views and opinions were emioently con
servative and moderate.

North Carolina and its cherished TUni-

youth. and of our advanced manhood.

Since George E. Badger died no man in
our State of finer intellect bas left us for-

ever.
—_— e —— - E——— - —
Omne=Half 10 the Informant,

In view of the interest taken in remov-
ing the 40 lashes save one for petty of

fences Wwe take from the Charlottesville
Chronicle the following amusing story of
how it was administered in Virginia in t\e

old times :—

“In colopial times, when Col. Archi-
bald Cary was a magistrate, living at Wil-
liamsburg, & man who was much disliked
by his neighbors, on account of his vin-
dictiveness and meanness, came
before the old Colonel, and informed him
that his neighbor, John Brown, bad - vio-
lated the Game law by killing a deer be-

Brown was a good, honest, poor man,
much esteemed by his acquainiances,
Eequire Cary was bound to issne a war
rant for his arrest, and when Brown ap-
peared before him be confessed that he
bad killed the deer, kmowiog at the time
that t;e‘:u viola.ligg Bt.ihe l?w; but that his
wife a greal ng for venison, and
knowing that deer daily frequemed his
corn-fleld, she gave him no peace. He
bhad her Lo wait a little while, till
the 1st of September, but she vowed she
could not wait. Bo he killed the deer.
The old seeming full of com
passion, said :

‘‘Brown, the law is explicit ; you will
have 1o pay the fine, which is £5.’

“‘Lord bless your heart, Col. Cary,’
sail Brown, ‘all 1 have on earth would
not sell for £5,’ -

- ‘Well, then,’ said the Justice, turning
to the law and. reading, without payiog
strict attention to punctuation or the exact
po:iklio:‘_of thei words, ‘Whoever shall be

y of shooting, snaring, ng, or in
LT S S o Vs

; y’'s Colony at any lime
between the lstof May and the Ist of
Sepiember, shall pay atine of £5, and if
he is unable 10 ‘do this, the punishment
shall be awarded of 89 lashes on the bare
back, well laid on, one-half to be given to
the informant, and the other half 1
King.” *Mr. Constable,” said his Honor,
‘as we are enjoined to do justicc 4nd love
merey,’ and where an odd amoun{, which
capable of an equal division is to be
divided, between a rich man and a poor
I always give lhe poor man the
larger share ; you will, therefore, give the
informant in this case the 20 lashes, and
whenever you catehi his Majesty, the King,
in this colony, you will then give him the
19." So themajesiy of law was maiotain-
ed, much to the satisfaction of all who
knew the odious informant.”

it comes before the Sefiste either with or

this
morp lookm% after the pairs of senators
l.bontinu‘i leave Washington, has arranged
in regard to pairs for Messrs Bailey, of

to-day. I&-gimmmnfmmthupeecheg
an
Bayard in the Semate March 1 and %]

We heard

one of
the most elogquent and brilliaot. men in
North Carolina, say, that he heard Col.
Carter make \a pure, dry legal argument
soine years ago, that was so closely welded
in its successive lioks of reasoning—so
compact of thought, that it excited his
mind to the highest possible point and ex-
hilarated him as a splendid outburst of
We knew

Ameriean Iron 'rr.‘.

[Special to the New York Herald, 18th.]

Pnitaperraza, Jan. 12, 1879.—A re.
purt of the condition of the American iron
trade for the past year bas just been com-
pleted by James M. Bwank, secretary of
the American Iron and Bteel Association.
It states that the production of pig iron
in the United States in 1877 was 2,314,585
tons, and in 1878 was 2,882 000 tons.
Papusylvania sbows an 1ncrease of over-
100,000 tons, while Ohio shows a decrease
of over 39,000 tons, In 1878 Pennsyl-
vania made more than fifty per cent. of
the tolal produetion of pig iron in the Uni-
ted States. At the close of 1877 there were
in the United Staes 716 blast furnaces, of
which 270 were in blast and 446 were out
of biast. At the close of 1878 there were
700 furnaces, of which 200 were in blast
and 440 out of blast. The stock of pig
iron on hand npsold at the close of 1877
smounted to 642,851 net fons. At the
close of 1878 they were very much less,
being about 516,000 tons. At the close of
1876 the stocks aggregated 686,798 tons.
The shriokage in 8locks was remarkably
wuniform in all producing Swates, and it is
very sigoificant of the caution which cha-
racterized ~this branch of theiron trade’
throughout the year. No Siate materially
increased its stocks in 1878 The con-
sumption and the produetion of pig iron,
as well as the reduction of stocks, were
greater in 1878 than during the previous
year.

A careful estimate shows the production
was increased about 70,000 tops, Stocks
were decreased about 126,000, and con-
sumption increased about 195,000 tons.
In 1877 the production of irom rails
amounted to 832,540 net tons, which was
a great reduoction from the production of
1876, whioh was 467 168 tons. In 1878
this decline was wholly arrested, the pro.
duaction during the year being as fully as
great as in 1877, and probably a few thou-
sand tonms greater. In 1877 the produection
of Bessemer steel ingots was 500,587 net
tons, and the production of Bessemer rails
was 432,169 tons. In 1878 the produection
of ingots was about 730,000 net tons, and
the weight of* Bessemer rails produced was
about 600,000 net tons. Putting the iron
and steel rail products of the year together
we have in round numbers a total of 9380,-
000 pet tons as the product of the year.
This product bas only once been exceeded
in our history (in 1872), when the product
reached 1,000,000 net tons. In 1880 we
will probably equal evem that immense
product.

The decline 1n price of pig iron during
the ycar was #1.50 a ton, and on bar iron
it was one-tenth of a cent per pound, or
$2.24a ton. Irom and steel rails sold
during the year at. average prices which
were higher than the quotations in January.
The only discouraging feature of the iron
trade of 1878 is that which relates to prices.
In both iron and steel rails there was an
improvement, but in pigand bar iron there
was a decline from the exceptionally low
prices of 1877. The report concludes as
follows: The old year, take it all in all,
was a more aclive and more prosperous
vear for the American iron traje than either
1876 or 1877. There was improvement in
the demand for al} iron and steel producers,
and prices, sithough not satisfactory, were

well maintained, except in the case of pig
This branch of the trade has bad a

in our State. Men who were pigmies to
him intellectually were beiter known and

He was a good scholar, and could have

and when quite & youth could read the
He wrote
well —like a man of refleetion who had pot
had
good taste in polite literature, and wa?
O

and was never a hard student
to secure
land, or

to win that mead of praise that is so
pleasant and grateful to the earsof the

tlis

He was every
inch & patriot, and a devoted friend of

versity. But he is gone; friend of our

fore the 1st of September. Now, although

pire. | ofice for Wake Coun:y, in book 50,
5 on W the 16th
S A e S

| the “Beav.r Dam Mill" tract, aud

oy ‘”b-ll-_-

hard struggle, and many furnaces have
been run without profit. The new year
opens with the promise of a still more
active and more prosperous business for our
iron and steel manufacturers than the old
year gave Lo them. Businessdis in fewer
hands and the home competition cahnot be
g0 desperate as it has been.  Foreign com-
petigion for the present is not to be dreaded.’
Prices, it is hoped, are at last at the lowest
pownt to which they can possibly fall, while
the unmiglakeable and undeniable revival of
general prosperity throughout the ‘country
gives every assurance of the continuance
of the increased demand for iron and stecl
which, characterized he old year. .

NEW ADVERTISEMEN LS.

NI,
FOR YOUNG LADIES.
RALEIGII, IN. .

The Spring Term commences on the - 30th
of Jannarv and closes on the 13th of June.

All dep rtments filled by experienpced and sac-
cessinl teachers. Terms moderate to suit the
times. for circular and catalogue adidress

RV, R, BURWELL & SON,

jan1s-2t-wim Raleigh, N. C.

MPORTANT SALE.—BY VIHTUE OF THE
l;owerﬁ contained in & mortgage from J. F.

H. Russ and wife to J. T. Leach, registered in
Book 45, p. 440, Register’s oflce, of Wake coun-
tv, I ahall on Mounday, February Lith, 189, at the
Court House door, lo-Ralelgh, proceed to expose
to public sale the interest of satd Russ and wife
in 110 acres of land, lym - on Walnut Creek, in
Wake county, and bounded by the lands of Wil-
Uam Scot! and Thes, 3. Jenkins, Thes. Howle,
d C. Biake and others This tract I8 subject to
prior morigages, which will be announcedon
day of sale. J.T. LEACH.

READE, BUussEE & BUSBEE,

janis 30t Attorneys for Mortgagee.

N

HE DWELLIN/G HOUSE ON WILMING-
ton and Lane street . Apply to _
janis-4t T. D. HOGG,

WO00D & LUMBER YARD.

W. L. HARRIS will carry.on the Wood and
Lomoer business at Christopher’s Yard, north-
east corner Baptist Grove. A large lot of oak
wood just received. All orders left at the store
of Messrs. Christophers & Sorrell filled prompt!s
W. L HARRIS,

by
jap148t

NOTICE.

HE REGULAR ANNUAL MEETING OF

the Etockaolders of the North Caroling Home
Insurance Company will be held in the Com-
pany’s office, in Ralelgh, on We nesday, Feb-
ruary 8, 1879, at 11 o'clock a.m.
jan13-3¢ W. S. PRIMROSE, Bec’y.

ALE OF VYALUABLE CITY PROP-

ERTY.

By virtue of powers conferred in a Deed of
Mortgage executed by the North Carolina Ma-
sonic Temple Association, on the 10th day of
January, 1876, registered in the office of Regis-
ter of Deeds for Wake county, in Book $9, at

465, 1 will sell at puablic outery at the Court
onse door in Raleigh, on

Wednesday the 15th day Janly, 1879,

the LO " now owned by the said corporation.
The lot lies immediately south of’the Coart
Fouse Square, 106 feet broad, and runs from
Fayetteville street to Sallsbury street 210 feel.
| he terms of sale are C ; but If (the pur-
chasers shail desire It, arrangements cdn be
made with the mortgagees by which tiwe to pay
the mo debt can be secured. :
The property willbe divided intp lots to suit
purchasers,-the dividing lines to be made kpowi

on the day of sale, -
JOHN GATLING, .
Attoruey for Mortgagees.

Dee,20-tds.

Y VIRTUE of authority contained in a Deed

of 'Trust execuied to me on the #8d day of

February 157, and recorded ln the Begtgiigrl[!
wnosr

“oor, in the <1
Ul' OF LAN

:‘@';‘f..g:ﬁs“ ’ adjoini

€ lan«ds U.
Mrs. Kuubrough-Jones, and- coniaining aocls

Terms of Sale—One third cash, and thé bal-
ance io 81X and twelve monihs. r o
uhmret?_n st LWO  puymments by morigage oo

) and. . -4 '
_ A, W, HAYWOOD, Trusice,




