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MTIHNAL L CORFERS
 ARE RUNNING OVER

'A Comparison of Receipts
and Expenditures.

e

REDUC!NG PUBLIC DEBT

B2

Surplus of $100,500,000 Largely Ex-
_pended in This Way.

mcmst OF MONEY IN CIRCULATION

’

‘According to Stereury Gage's Statement This
* Increase Since April 1897 is 8574,-
561,21] in Amount and

85,59 Per Capita.

- (By the Associated Press.)

Wuhlnﬂton. Dec. 31.—“The Treasury
{s in a condition of exampled strength,”
saiq Secretary Gage today when asked to
vreview briefly the Treasury situation at
the close of the year.

“Only a month ago, in my annual re-
port to Congress, I reviewed these con-
" ditions. The figures for the last month
have beer made but little change. For
the calendar year we show receipts in
excess, of the ordinary xepnditure
amounting roundly to one hundred mil-
lion dollars. Such an excess might have
resulted in serious embarrassment had
: ~ not the department been able by means
&l ’T" of this surplus to. reduc the public debt
" in large amounts. Since April 1, last,
the ury has redeemed and can-
celled United States bonds te. the par
value of $58,714,700, which bave | ap-
plied to the si fupd, and the dis-
W sulting therefrom was $72,-

845, available cash on hand is
{herefore only about $30,000,000 larger
i amsenrt bl e year.age.
“Comparihg the situéition as it is to-
day with April 1st, 189% the result is
most gratifying.’ 'On the latter day the
Treasury held money of all kinds to the
amount of $250,873,000, including $100,000,-
000 as a gold reserve, leaving, therefore,
$150,000,000 as a cash balance. Today in
money of all kinds the Treasury holds
$206,659,000, and if we deduct the $150,-
000,000 now held as a gold reserve, the
balance stands at $146000,000 or $4,000,-
000 less than it was April 1st, 1897. It
will be seen, therefore, that substantial
efuilibrium has been maintained.

“There has been a very material in-
crease in the volume of money in circu-
Jation since March 1, 1897, as well as in
the amount per capita. The volume of
money on that date, outside the Treasury
was $1,675,694,953 and the amount per
‘capita. was $23.14. On the first of De-
cember last the amount of money, out-
2 side the Treasury was $2,250,256,230, and
. the amount per capita was $28.73. The

% increase in amount, therefore, was $574,-
561,277, and the increase per capita was
$5.59.

“The amount of gold coin and gold
certificates in circulation increased from
$553,860,5615 on March 1, 1897, to $914,300,-
089 on December 1, 18)1. Every other
kind of money in circulation is greater
in amount now than it was on March 1,
1897, with the single exception of the
Treasury notes of the act of July 14, 1890.
The amount of these in circulation De-
cember 1, 1901, was only $40,012,622, as
against $85,546621 on .March 1, 1897." This
reduction in volume grows out of the
natural operation of the act of July 14,
1890, and the act of March 14, 1900,

“The increase in the amount of na-
tional bank notes in circulation during
the period in question was $132,132,731.
This increase is mainly attributable to
the aet of March 14, 1900.”

NEED OF A TOBACCO MARKET.

Mr. J. D. Turner Speaks of Opening a Ware-
{house-Here.

3 Mr. J. D. Turner leaves next week
"+ for Durham, after spending the holidays
at home. Mr. Durham has been on the
Durham tobacco market since August,

and spoke very  highly of that
market. Owing to the very short
crop the sales will fall short at

least one million pounds, as compared

with last year. About five million
. pounds will be sold this season. He

thinKs the farmers will receive fully as

much if not more for their present crop

than they realized for the 1500 crop,
“lowing entirely to the extremely high
prices.

Mr. Turner speaks of the great need
of a market in Raleigh and says that it
is a matter that deeply concerns our
merchants and hope they may take
_some steps towards making it a sub-
stantial market. He ' also states that
~ there Is at least two million pounds of
tobacco grown in fifteen miles of Ral-
~ eigh, and yet she dees not sell one
~pound. This speaks very badly for
Raleigh and its business men. Raleigh
should sell every pound adjacent to her
market, while Louisburg, Youngsville,
Smnhneld and Durham are selling all
of the tobacco that should properly
¢ome to Raleigh. Thig means that the
towns mentioned are drawing our trade
g dlmi ly from our doors.

Mr. Turner expresses his intention of
opening a warehouse here/next season,
provided he can get the
; m::: iﬁ the merclf.nts and other

e rests genc uy lnterested

them

J

lars. Mr,

burg, a probably fifteen hun-

dred or Jthousand inhabitants,
would sell | .8ix hundred thousand
dollars worth tobacco during this

season. aets were obtained from
the president of the Bank of Louisburg.
Let Raleish wake up and get a move on
her—or her sister towns will get her
trade.

A Visitor lvm the Nutmeg State.

Hickory, ic 27.—Hickory has had
quite an agreeable visitor this week in
the person of Hen. Chas. F. Thayer, a
prominent lawyer of Norwich., Conn.
Mr, Thaygr is one of the ablest and
most aggressive leaders of the young
Democracy of ﬂge Nutmeg State.

In a strongly mopubuou city he wes
this year elected Mayor of Norwich by

a majority of eighgygo‘ne on the Demo-
cratic ticket,

Mr. Thayer is also chairman of the
Democratic State Central Executive
Committee for Connecticut. During the
stress and storm to which the Demo-
cratic party in the Eeastern States has
been exposed for eight years, he has
done valiant service for the cause. He
thinkg that light is breaking once more
for the party in Connecticut.

Mr, Thayer believes that the Demo-
crats will carry the State at the next
election and will elect their candidate
for Governor. IEx-Governor
seems to be a dist g element among
Connecticut Republicansg just now.

According to the Constitution of that
State a majority vete is required to
elect, a simple plurality not being suf-
ficient.
the Constitution so as to allow election
by a plurality. Bulkely and his faction
are bitterly opposed to the provosition,
hence the disturbance in the Republi-
can camp.

Mr. Thayer is a man of pleasing ad-
dress and a lawyer of ability.

Christmas ; very quietly
here, only one afst
A young man was
with a reck by a little negro boy and
seriously injured. The boy was bound
over to court, o

Mr. Summey Whitener, a young busi-
ness man of this place, is lying”at
death's dcor with bloed poison. His or-

i yzimat-trodble ‘wat white swelling, which

subsequently developed into his present
malady.

TEE RIVERS ARE FALLING.

Heavy Frosts Reported in Northern and Cen-
tral notid,-
(By the Associated Press.)

Atlanta, Ga., Dec. 31.—Dispatches
from various points in Alabama and
Georgia indicate that the rivers, which
did so much damage Sunday and Monday,
have fallen. At West Point, Ga., it is
believed the crest of the flood has passed.
The bodies of three people drowned there
Sunday were found today.

At Columbus, Ga., the waters of the
Chattahoochee have fallen nearly five
feet.

The Atlanta and West Point Railroad,
which is the connecting link between
the Southern and the Leuisville
Nashville systems, i open only as far
as LaCrange, Ga., thirty miles north of
West Point.
be open to the Alabama line by evening.

Freezing temperature was reported this
morning to the Florida line with heavy
frost in the northern and central por-
tions of that State.

Wa:tor Bound Trains Now Running,

(By the Associated Press.)
Asheville, N. C., Dec. 31 ~—The flood
situation 1s greatly impxowd today
with the exception of trains on the
Murphy division of the Southern, traf-
fic has been resumed. Trains from the
west, which have been water bound for

several days, came through today.

Crest of the Flood Reached.

(By the Associated Press.)
Rome, Ga. Dec. 31.—The flood in the
Coosa river recached its height at noon
today and the gauge recorded 32 feet.
Trhe high water has caI;sed considerable
damage to property in this city. The
rural mails have not left Rome in two

days. Electric car service is practically
suspended,

The Alabama Rising.

(By the Associated Press.)

Montgomery, Ala., Dec. 31.—The Ala-
bama river is rising at the rate of seven
inches an hour. The crest of the flood is
not expected until tomorrow.

All traffic of the Atlanta and West
Point railroad has been annulled since
Sunday. “The Louisville and Nashville

has succeeded in resuming regular ser-
vice,

Incendiary Bara Burning in Orange,

(Special to \cv.: and Observer.)
Hillsboro, N. C.,
Kirkpatrick, one of our best farmers, who
ih'e«- abent five miles west of here, had a
arn full of feed destroyed by fire before
day. The barn belonged to his son-in-
law, Mr. Allen, who is florist at the Deaf
and Dumb Asylum, Raleigh, N. C., and
the barn was situated not far from Mr.
Kirkpatrick's place. Mr. Kirkpatrick was

he had his own barn burnt up, losing all

his farming machinery, feed, etc.,
three horses.

one.
We will be dem‘ived of the Orange Coun-

with hla brother,

A movement is on foot to amend |

and |

It is thought the road will !

Dec. 31.—Mr. Paisley

Bulkely |

using this barn. as about one month ago 'pers, as the metal for

is an incendiary and we hear steps have  Several feet of water.
been taken towards the arrest of some "ported gone in variopus, sections of the

(By the Associated_
London, Dec. 31.—Lord ¥

date of Johannesburg, ber 30,
sends a weekly budget s g that
since December 23, thirty- @oers

have been killed, five wounded, 237 taken
prisonrs, and 51 surrendered. These,
says the commander-in-chief, do not in-
clude De Wet's losses in his attacks on
Dargell and Firman, when it is reliably
estimated that fifty were killed and fifty
wounded.

DeWet is still in the vicinfty of Lan-
berg. ;Colonel Spence and  Colonel

Plumer came in contact December 28th,’

with Britz’s commando and téok 27 pris-
oners.
touch with Grobelan’s comgpando, near
Marydale,” December 23. He' killed four
Boers and captured 27.

DEATH RAINS FF
A MAD AAN'S PISTOL

Accidentally Kills a Girl, Then
Tries to Exterminate His
Famiiy.

(By the Associated Press.)
Turner's Falls, Mass., Dec. 31.—Louis

3

sk

Ida Columbe and Bitzer's five year old
son, are dead. His other victims were
his wife, Christina, and his two daui
ters, Annie, about 16 years of age, a
Carrie, 12 years old. It is thought the
will not die. There is evidence that it
was Bitzer's purpose also to-itake his
own life, buc’TlI!"va arrest appar..
ently preyented him from carrying out
his pupgiose. He is about 35 years of
age. ;

‘Fr¢m a note left in his store by Bitzer,
it peared that while he was cleaning
hi8 revolver the weapon discharged ac-
gidentally and hit Miss Columbe in the
‘head, Kkilling her instantly. Overcome
by the situation, Bitzer apparently
rushed to his home hatless and wild
with excitement and began the V\ork of
exterminating his family.

The little boy, ill in the bed with the
measles, was shot and killed.

The 16 year old daughter, Annie, was
wounded through the left hand and in
the ear. The 12 year old daughter, Car-
rie, was shot through the neck. Mrs,
Bitzer was hit in the face, the bullet
passing through the nose.

The sound of the shotslhi brough neigh-
bors into the house and Bitzer was ar-
rested.

The police believe that Bitzer is
sane. The note which they found in his
store after the affair was almost an in-
coherent jumble of words. After tell-
ing of the shooting of Miss Columbe
Bitzer wrote that he had determined to
go to his home and end the lives of his

in-

wive and children and his own. He
asked that at his funeral the hymi
‘““Nearer My God to Thee” be sung.

He wished that his property should be
given to his brother and his aged mother
and ended the letter with an expression
to the effect that “God would not blame
a ian for doing what he had done.”
Substantially the same story wag told
by Bitzer after his arrest.

FLOOD STARTS FIRE

Richmond Firemen Wade to
Fight Flames,

Fulton and Lowar Main~ Streets Ipundated.
Lime Starts the Blaze Which is Soon

Extinguished.

(By the Associated Press.)

Richmond; Dec. 31.—Flood, fire and
general excitement made up Richmond’s
position today. The
river rose 23% feet, within four feet of
the level of the great freshet of 1877.
Lower Main street'and a greater part of
Fulton, the extreme ecastern section of
the city, were flooded. When the
freshet wag near its height, fire, caused
by the waters coming in contact with
lime, broke out in the plant of Warner,
Moore & Co,, millers and feed supply
men,

The property is situated on the creeks
of the flooded district and at one time
it seemed inevitable that it would be
swept out. But a change of wind and
the splendid work of the fire depart-
ment averted that. The hose were
carried over a line of partially sub-
merged coal cars and buoyed on rafts
made of small boats and the firemen
fought the flames standing up to their
waists in water. The fire was confined
to the building in which it started and
the loss is only about $10,000, fully in-
sured.

It is estimated that the occupants of
some iwo hundred small houses on this
and the Manchester sides of the river
haq to vacate temporarily.

The gas works are partially under
water and the gas supply cut off. This
condition seriously cripples the newspa-

water in James

their linotype

!machmes is heated by gas. All are

besides ' working lamps tonight. The incoming

Everyone is sure that it Southern trains had to run throug!

Bridges are re-

State anq traffic greatly damaged.
The water began to fall about 5 p. m.

ty Obeerver this week, as the editor, Mr. | The loss by water in this city caunot be
Joseph Harris, and family, are spending estimated tonight but
the holidays at WInslon-Snlem. N. C., heavy, as there was time to mjove
ie stocks.

it will/r

General Bruce Hamilton came in|

Bitzer, a jeweler of thls place, to
shot five persons, two of whom, Mi &
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FACTS THAT SUPPORT IT
s
Yonr Daughter Will Appeer in Front
of Your House To-
Mortoy.

$0 SAID A LETTER TO MRS. CROPSEY

y

Andrew J, Cropsey Declares That One of the
Physicians Stated That Nell When
Found Had Not Been Dead
Over Three Days,

“S(Special to News and Observer.)

Blizabeth City, N. C.; Dec. 31.—I have
ju?t been informed by Solicitor G. W,
Ward that at Wilepx'g own request the
rglxmlmrv trial will ot take place this

;solt He ouow MO euwsyoly v, -rec-
mn}mondntinn of the cor’ner's jury end at
"»gjs"own request pending the presentation
By the grand jury. The trial takes place
at the March term of court.

The feeling that he is guilly is
strong. But the theory that there
two men implicated is rapidly
ground. A detective, sent by the New
York Journal, has becn here working up
the case and from yesterday's Journal
it 18 _seen that he hold$ to the two-man
theOFy. There are many things that
lead one to bhelieve that he is correct.

Onr the fatal night Wilcox called at the
Cropsey home but did not speak to Miss
Nellie, talking however to other members
of the family. He kept continualiy pull-

still
are
gaining

ing out his watch in a nervous way, say-
ing that he promised his mother to be
home at 11 o'clogk. At 11:15 he rose

abruptly and went out. After getting into
the hall he re-opened the door and said:
‘“Miss Nellie I would like to speak to

you a minute.”
Nell went out, as has been related,
just as she was, with a slipper on one

foot. That was the last ever seen of the
fated girl until the river gave up its
dead.

Now the theory is that the cause of his

continually looking at his watch and the
nervousness shown was that he was
meet some one cutside at the appointed
time. Then there is the evidence of Mr.
C. Parker that Wilcox and another man
were seen talking at the gate at an early
hour in the night. Also there is the evVi-
dence of Captain Owens and his mate on
board thg barge of a skiff with two people
in it crossing the' river shortly after
eleven and gliding alohg under the
shadows of the bank.

Again there is the evidence of the blood
hounds that Miss Nellie was carried from
the gate to the summer house. Wilcox
is a small man and Miss Nellie weighed
over 130 pounds.

Every time the dragging of the river
would begin near where the girl is now
supposed to have been sunk there would
come reports that she was in this place
or in that, now suppcsed to be usually
the work of a skilled accomplice. The
boat which must have been used to trans-
port the girl to the middle of the river
was moved some distance down and it
needed help to bring it, up and replace it
so that the work could be speedily done
i for Wilcox to get on his journey in good
time.

It is also thought that he body was
anchored down but cut loose n the night
before it was discovered. A reputable
gentleman showed me this evening the
copy of an anonymous letter received by
Mrs. Crorsey on the night before Nell's
body arose which said: “Your daughter
will appear in front of” your house to-
morrow.” An electrician had arrived with
an apnaratus for searching the bottom of
the river and it is believed that the
guilty parties cut the body aloose at
this junecture to uphold the suicide the-
ory,

‘x\hy they should write the letter no
one can imagine unless it was to make
them look for the body:on the surface
‘rather than search the bottom. The
proper authorities are in possession of
other facts that can not now be given
te the publie, it is understocd. Some =en-
sationg are likely to be sprung before this
affair is over with. However, it net
believed that Wilcox wiil have anything
to say tomorrow. The New York World
has had a man here for some days, but
he will leave tomorrow.

H. A. CHAPPELIL.

————

HAD BEEN DZAD EUT THREE DATYS.

e —

Startling Statement by a Physician Repeatad
by Lawyur Cropsey.

to

ig

Lawyer Andrew G. Crepsey, says
porter of the Virgianian-Pilot, who inter-
viewad him on his arrival in Norfolk with
the remains of his niece, is a large, fine
leoking man, rugge u in appearance, and
in his eyes could he seen traces of deep
sorrow mingled with grim determination
to strain every nerve in the prosecution
of James Wilecox, whom he firmly be-

a re-

“be | lieves guilty of the murder.
oﬂ‘lmrlv Nell did not drcwn hu‘s 1
_ "g%e said. “‘When her body was foff]

the knees were drawn up just as they
collapsed beneath her weight when the
blow on her temple killed her. Drowned

people are net found like that, and)
drownad women do not float face down-
wards.

“The clothes she wore are now gaing
to he thoroughly examined.

“Wilcox has a chain of circumstantial

evidence woven around bim already which
I think is strong enough to convict hi
and there ig more yet to be told.

“I will be at the trial as one of thi
prosecuting attorneys and 1 will push
the case against him.

“My brother i¢ nearly distracted. Al
last night I could hear his schs as ki
walked the floor. His wife is in a pitia
ble condition.”

“Do you think the body was in the
river since the 20th of November?"” one

of the reporters asked him.

“That is hard to say,” he replied.
“Some do, some dont, while others think
it was buried in the mud. One of the
doctors stated ithat life had been ex-
tinct only three days when it was found.

‘“Wilcox has had a close shave. A mob
of two or thvee hundred men from Cam-
den county started to come to Elizabeth
City after him, but my brother’s request
kept them away.”

HEARING EXPECTED TODAY.

An Earlier Renort Than the Above From Eliz-
abeth City.
(By the Associated Press.)

Elizabeth City, N. C., Deec. 31.James
Wilcox, who is held in connection with
the death of Miss Ella Cropsey, will be
given a preliminary hearing tomorrow
befere five justices. The Citizens' Com-
mittee of Five in investigating a possible
clue to the. cause of Miss Cropsey's death
will present evidence at the hearing to-
morrow. Wilcox is still confined within
the jail here. Popular sentiment is very
strong against him, but time has alevia-

ted the feeling somewhat and the talk
of lynching h. . oo37.2 . Wilan-'g moﬂlel‘,
who is in delicate health, is sada _to be
in a

serious condition caused by Lhe ‘wes-
ricion cast upon her son. 1

COMMITTED TO THE GRAVE.

Five Hundred People Present. Nell's Ccffin
Covered With Flowers.

(By ‘the Associated Press.)

New York, Dec. 31.—The body eof Nell
Cropsey arrjved here today from: EliZac

éth City, N. C., 'with the body was An-
drew G. Cropsey, of Brooklyn, uncle of
the dead girl. The casket was removed
from the train to a hearse and taken o
the new Utrecht cemetery, Brooklyn, for
interment.

There were about
at the committal service, including rela-
tives of the dead ‘girl and a number of
pupils from the public school which she
formerly attended. The casket was com-
pletely covered with flowers.

SCHLEY COMING SOUTE.

Will Spend Ten Days at Savannah the Guest
of Qeneral Gordon.

(By the Associated Press.)
Washington, Dec. 31.—Admiral Schley
left here this afternoon for Baliimore to
pay a long deferred visit to his sister.

He will return on Thursday to act as hon-
orary pall-bearer at the funerdal of the
late Rear Admiral Roe.

On January 8th Admiral
go to Savannah, Ga., for a ten-dzys’
visit with General Williara B. Gordon. On
the 25th, 26th and 27th of January he will
be the guest of the Hamilton Club pf Chi-
cago. January 29th and 30th he will visit
Louisville, as the guest of the Board of
Trade and the Knights Templar of that
city; February 1, 2, 3, he will be in Nash-
ville, as the guest of the Board of Trade
and Knights Templars. He will visit
Knoxville, on February 5th and 6th as
the guest of the city. The Memphis irip
has heen arranged finally for the last
wee April.

l\’*""‘"“"“‘”‘__““'—'
THE NEGRO EXHIBIT.
This Will Be a Great Day for the Ne-
groes at Charleston.

Schley will

of

(By the Associated Press.)
Charleston, S. C., Dec. 31.——New Year's
Day at the exposition will be largeiy

monopolized by the colored people. The
regro building will be formaliy ecpered
and addresses will be delivered in the au-
ditorium building by prominent colored
men. Phesident Thomas E. Miller, of the
South Carolina Industrial and Mechanical
College, at Qrangeburg, will deliver the
chief address of the day. Dr. Crum, of
this city, will make the address, deliver-
ing the negro buvilding to the Board of
Expositien Directors.

The exhibits from the Knoxville Norfiial
Coillege 'and from the State colored col-
lege ard Clafiin University, both at
Orangeburg, are large and comprehensive.

The exhibits from Tuskege Institute
were carefully selected by President
Booker Washington and among them are

many paintings, crayons, sketches, studies
in water colors which display talent and
taste.
"There
chine gun

is on exhibition a rapid fire ma-
invented by negro named
Burkins. - It is an interesting piece of
machinery. The gun is operated by elec-
tricity and fires fourteen shells per min-
uie. The gun has been patented in the
United States, France, Italy, Spain, Ger-
many and other countries.

Afier the formal exercigses are conclud-
¢d the colored people will adjourn to the
Midway where an elaborate amusement
program will be carried out. All of the
Midway shows will re-open.

a

The Ohio Legislature, which elects the
successor of Senator Foraker, convenes
here next Monday. The party caucuses

to nominate candidates for presiding offi-
cers and other positions in both branches

‘the hand of death without a moment’s
{warning. Heart disease is supposed to

‘and Etta, and Aaron Ward, of New York.

500 persons present |

of the General Assembly will be held next
Saturday night, as there is no opposition
to the re-eclection of Foraker the Sena-
torial question for this sessgion is set-
tled, but there is a very bitter contest
in progress bearing on the re-election of
epator Hanuna two years hence, .

SUDDEN DEATH OF 8. 8. SPIER.

An 0ld Citizén of Goldsboro Expires of Heart
& Disease.

(Special to News and Observer.)

Goldshoro, N. C., Dec. 31.—The entire
community was shocked this morning to
learn of the suddem death of Mr. S. S.
Spier, one of Goldsboro’s oldest, as well
8 most respected citizens.
“ While walking along the street in ap-
ent perfect health, he was stricken by

be the cause of his death.

fldren, two daughters, Misses Sadie
The sympathy of the entire community
goes out to the bereaved ones.

The Board of Aldermen met in special
session this afternoon to consider recom-
mending a renewal of licénse to dealers
in the Moudéw business.

Mayor Hood and Mr. D. J. Thurston,
have formed a law co-partnership and
will occupy the office of 8. W. Isler, on
Walnut street, in front of the court
house. Mr. Thurston completed his law
course in 1898, at Wake Forest, and se-
cured his license the same year.

He has been cashier of the Southern
Railway Company quite a while here,
and has made many friends. He it a
promising young man.

SMATEERS MAD IN COURT ROOM.

Uncomplimentary Remarks FPassed Between
Eimaud Attorney A. 8. Bernard.

(Charlotte Observer.)

Asheville, Dec. 30.—*Yes, and I say you
you are no part of a gentleman.” This
drastic déclaration was made by George
H. Smathers to A, S. Barnard, while the
evidence Wag being heard by Judge Fred.
Mcore at chambersg this afternoon with
reference to the petition which has been
submitted by J, G. Merrimon, asking for
the removal of Mr. Smathers as receiver
of the Western Carolina Bank. Barnard,
e attorney for the petitioner, expressed
the 6pimicn that it was: unnecessary to
read a cerwn naper containing the an-
swer of Smathers 103 demurrer that the
plaintiff had made to-_ertain evidence.
Smathers said the plainds; had a way
of admitting things when the id not
want them read and impressed VMM ghe
mind of the court. Barnard characteriztg
this remark as uncalled for and ungen-
gentlemdnly. Tt was thef that Smathers:
excitedly made the retort quoted. The
verbal tilt occasioned some commotion
in the court rcom, but nothing more se-
rious followed.

DELAYS IN MAIL SERVICE.

Caused by Floods in the South. Traffic on Bev
eral Alabama Lines Suspended.

(By the Associated Press.)

Washington; Dec. 31.+The floods in
the Scuth have caused serious delays
in the mail service between the East
and the Southwest, as well as locally in
the affected regions. Local trains were
stopped between Atlanta and West
Point, Ga., but the service between
these points wag resumed today, acs
cording to dispatches received at the
Postoffice Department. The line south
of West Point, running to Montgomery
and Mobile, is broken, interfering with
the through train service between Kast-
ern cities and New Orleans and the
Southwest. All Texas and Mexico mails
are being dispatched from the East via
St. Louig instead of New Orleans. T4ers
are numerous suspensions of traffic on
interior linegs in Alabama. Mails for
New Orleans are being forwarded via
Birmingham and the Alabama Great
Southern road, requiring a long detour
and consequent delay of twelve hours
or more. In the Chesapeake and Ohio
railroad wreck near Lynchburg Sunday
night there were twelve pouches and
twenty-five sacks of mail reported lost,
but advices to the Postoffice Depart-
ment today report that part of theges
have been recovered. None .the
pouches or sacks were full,

of

H. and B. Beer'i Market Letter,

» New Orleans, La., Deec. 31.—The con-
tinuance of very large receipts occasion-
ed the easiness in Liverpool, and our
market, in sympathy opened, 6 to 7
points lower, improving 7 to 8§ points
subsequently in anticipation of a mark-
ed falling off in -the movement after,
January first easing off, later closing at
a net loss of 1 point on the day. Port
receipts for the four davs are 11,000 in
exceds of last week, 91,000 over last year
and show an increase of 125,000 over
year before last. The semi-weekly in-
terior town receipts are -estimated ‘at
37,000, which is 18,000 in excess of last
year and ‘38,000 over year before last.
It can be readily scen that the port and
interior receipts are both on a heavy
scale, vet it is expected that the recent
inclement weather will cause a prpendi-
‘cular decrease after the New Year. If,
however, the amount marketed equals
last year's from now out it will indicate
a cron of 10,400,000 or over; therefore
conservative operators are becoming
shakey on the short crop views; senti-
ment, though,, is bullish and with any
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encouraging feature the probability is
values will be maintained.
will be closed tomorrow, and there will
be no trading on the eurb. W wish you
all a happy and presperous New Year.
H. & B. BEER.

SPLIT BIS HEAD WITH SHOVEL.

One Negro Oysterman Kills Another., The
Murderer Arrested.
(Special to News and Observer,)
Morehwd City, N. C., Dec. 31—t

Swans Quarter today two negroes. resi-
dents of Beaufort, Joe Joyrer and Ellis
Baxter, engaged in the oyster traffic, had
a difficulty’ on Cabpt. Harry Hell's boat.
Joyner’'s head was 8plit open Ly Baxter
with a shovel. Baxter was taken into
custody,
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