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".‘the story, leaving a large number of

~ MAIL SCHEME

Hls Amendment Passed
Wlth ﬁdllnw Bill

AN_TIaﬁ!YAlITEs BUSY

Rev. J. A. Smith at the White House
Fort FisherJSimmons' Bill For
‘Restitation of Back
mm

1By m J. m
% Washiagton, D. C.. March 20.—The
\lenate passed this afternoon the meas-
ure providing for the establishment of
ocean mail lines to m America,
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'Mn "jeading Dmocrats in
t% Sepstc and House, but so far they

-Mmawtmudaeonnrtwbo is
mwummy state that he Is with |

_the oposition movement. Governor

The Eresident was very much inter-
ested 4RI 55 the story of the cap-
‘ture of ‘Fort Fisher, which was told
5uhlmlﬁhyhlirl-4.luith of
> ington, who was introduced by

ntative Godwin. Rev. Smith
. with him a picture. This repre-
M the minister in th eattitude of

8 hands with Benjamin F.
Seeley, of New York, at the entrance
+10 the fort fortv-three years after the
eapture. During the conflict Seeley,
endeavored to bayonet Smith, and at
the reumion of survivors last yvear, the
two recognized cach other, and had
their pieture taken in a friendly pose
at the sopt where they tried to take
cach other's lives.

The President listened intently at
‘vigitors. He called Senator Daniels, of
~ Virginia, over and asked for the priv-
flege of keeping the picture, a request
. that Mr. Smith gladly granted.

D. Moore has leased the Central Hotel
property from J. A. Hadley and will
open that old popular hotel to the
public May, 1st.

C. H. Haynes, Esq., of this city, has
been elected chairman of the Demo-
cratic County Executive Committee of
Surry to fill the vacancy caused by the
death of J. R. Lewellyn.

A series of meetings are now in
progress at the Baptist church in this
city. Rev. R. D. Haymore, D. D, is
doing the preaching. The attendance
is large at both services each day.

FIFTEEN CAPTURED.
Another of the Belhaven Rioters Ar-
, rested and Placed in Jall.

(Special to News and Observer.)

Washington, N. C.., March 20.—Mr.
B. A. Jones arrived in the city late
yesterday ' afternoon bringing two
more colored men, Ellis and Lee
Clark, supposed to have been impli-
cated in the recent race riot at Bel-
haven, when a mob of fifty négroes
and and whites shot up the houses of
the Greek laborers employed by the
Interstate Cooperage Company. These
two men were captured neéar Bel-
haven and brought here by Sheriff
Boat. This makgs fifteen rioters cap-
tured and -wd‘; trial, fourteen of
whom are in jail here, one having
given bond.

STEPSONS GIVE TROUBLE.

Deplmblo-ﬂhﬁe of Affairs in Iredell
Farmer's Home.

<&pecial to News ang Observer.)

Statesville, N. C., March 20.—The
differences of a stepfather and step.
sons, and the wife of the home, were
aired in the courts this week and the
evidence brought out the deplorable
state of affairs that exist in the fam-
ily of Mr. P. Sigmon, a farmer of
Shiloh to ip. Crowds of witnesses
were. examined and each had some-.
thing to tell @bout the gquarrels, fights,

“This mecans iomethlnt." Mr. Roose- |
the |
picture of the followers of the blue |
“I shall |
interested |
The President thank- |
ed Representative Godwin and Mr. |

velt remarked, #s he looked at

and the gray. shaking hands.
keep this picture. It has
me imménsely.”

Emith for ¢alling. He sald he was al-

ways glad fo see “Tar Heels," using

the nickriame applied to Carolinians.
NRestitution of Back oltton Tax.

Senator Simmons Introduced today
a bill proyiding for the restitution by
the government of back cotton taxy If
thre bill should lom two million
dollars wo-u rm to Nérth co.rolln-
lane, ; -'**-

John n. Ross, bwna-n manager of
the Charlotte Obsérver, was here to-
day and saw Assistant Postmaster
General Lawshe about the new regula.
ton governing expiring subscriptions
to dally papers which<is soon to go
into effeet. r. Roes raised the view
¢xpressed by Mr. Josephus Daniels,
before Mr. Lawshe this “week, a nd
~which hawbheen stated by many odler
publishers -

Senstor Slimmons m m

Senator Simmons went to Baltimore

- -u-.

:. * this afternoon to aftend the funeral of

the late Senator Whiyte, of ‘Maryland.

etc., in the Sigmon home. After hear.
ing the evidence and the safguments

in the cases, Justice W. R. Sloan, be-
| fore whom the cases were tried, decid.

for lol:lqn,!n the charge of assault
with deadly weapon, and he therefore
Wnou under 8 $100 bond.

(By the Assocfated Press.)

New York,  March 20.—R. G. Dun
and Company's weekly review 8¢
trade tomorrow will gay:

Trade reports indicate a littie more
activity and the percentage of idle ma-

chinery decreases, hut more reductions
in‘wages and dividends.show that the
progress of readjustment will take
some time. .eWather conditions in all
sections facilitate. the distribution of
seasonable wearing apparel and house-
fumighings, improving sentiment, yet
retailers are not disposed to replendish
stocks beyond the business actually in
sight. L

More buglneu is slowiys coming to
the steel mills, but expectation of
lower prices has postponed many or-
ders that will seen be placed. Railway
interests are slowly increasing pur-
chases of locomotives, cars and other
equipment.

Building operations have not revived
as rapidly as was hoped, yet the bét-
ter weather is gradually restofing de-
ferred work, and several public build-
ings are about to be commenced.

In the teéxtile industry, the most sig-
nificait development is the unanimity
awith which cotton mills especially in
New England have announced a ten
per cent reduction in wages to take
effect at the end of this month. Job-
bers report restricted orders and there
is also complaint regarding colleetions.
The trifling export
lacks feature, small shipments of|
sheeting going to China, duch to South

America, prints to Manila and ‘Denims |

to AustraMa. .
[
BONDS APPROVED.

Of Receivers for South Carolina Dis-
pensary Funds—Contempt Pro-
ceedings Expected.

(Special to News and Observer,)

Asheville, N. C., March 20.—Judge
Pritchard has approved the bonds of
the three ivers appointed by him
to take charge of the South Carolina
dispensary trust fund of eight hun-

have been returned to the Treceivers,
It is expected that now the recelivers
will make immediate demand for the
custody of the fund, that this demand

ill be refused and that the recelvers

ill come here through counse! to
seek to haye the chalrman of the
Dispensary Commjssion attached for
contempt of court,

row morning for Salisbury where in
the afternoon he delivers a prohibi-
tion speech and also a speech at Bur-
| lington Sunday, returning to Asheville
Monday. Thus It is not likely that
any further/move in the dispensary
matter will be made betore early néxt

week.

Republican District Oo-vemlun.

The  Republicans of this, the
Fourth Congressional district, wihil
hold their convention in Raldigh on
the 23vd of April to elect delegates to

trade in oottons-

dred thousand doliars and the bonds|

Judge Pritchard will leave tomor-!

the M Repulblican convention at
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Compaign for Incroue in
Asheville’'s Membership

John S. Huyler Wins in Court—Mms
Salinag Hemphill Dead—Philadel-

phia Dawyer Is Gracious to
Asheville Negro.

(Special to News and Observer.)

Asheville, N. C., March 20.—At a
banquet given by .the membership
committee of the local Y. M. C. A. this
evening, several talks were made by
well known association workers and a
campaign inaugurated looking to, the
increase of the association’s member-
ship; 300 in one day. The plan for
the increase In membershin was
worked out by Secretary Hunter short-
ly after he came here from_charlot:te
te take charge of the local associa-
tion in February. Mr. Hunter has
injected mew life into the association
work, and it is believed that the cam-
paign for a largely increased mem-
bership will resuit favorably. The
associatbon management has decided
to install pool and billlard tables /in
the association rooms for the pleas-
ure of the members.

The suits against John 8. Huyler, the
New York millionaire, growing ogut
of the breaking of the Montreat dam,
and tried in the Superior court this
week, ended in complete victory for
the defendant. The jury held that
the plaintiffs were not damaged as &
result of any negligence on the part
of the New Yorker; that he in effect
used ordinary precaution in the erec-
tion of the dam. _

Mrs. Salina Hemphill died at her
home on Reems Creek, this county,
Wednesday night, at the advanced
age of 79 years. She was a life-loug
neighbor of the late Mr., John Gregg
Chambers, whose death occurred Sun-
day, Mrs. Hemphill and Mr. Chamber«
being practically the same age. s,
Hemphill was one o fthe best knowa
ladies in north Buncombe.

it is learned here that Mr. Francls
Tracey Tobin, a prominent Ph

ia lJawyer and Republican poll

r-nnqlmh who was hon monb

llﬂ.m m suit brought by

{‘Knopf against the North Ameﬁm

newspaper of Philadelphia, has

ered his services free gratis to -
son  Brown, the negro attorney of
Asheville, who was receatly convicted
of “blind tigering,” and sentenced t»
two years on the county chain-gang.
'and who appealed to the Superior
court. In a letter received here reja-
tive to the matter, Mr. Tobin says.
“I sold him (Harrison Brown) that
his case ought to be taken to the
highest court in the State of North
Carolina and to the Supreme Cmt
of the United States. 1 have made
him an offer of my services.” The
cases againsl Harrison Brown will |
come up for trial here in April, and
it is expected that Mr. Tobin will re-
turn to Asheville to take charge of
the negro's affairs in court.

In the Superior court vesterday
Judge Peebles stated from the beneh
that he purposed charging the jury
that the plaintif was not entitled to
recovery in the $40,000 damage suit of
Mrs. Sarah Dermid against the South-
ern Raiiway Company, whereupon the
plaintiff submitted to a non-suit and
appealed to the Supreme Court. Judge
Peebles held that the defendant was
not negligent. The suit grew out of
the killing on the local yards here
some time ago of Conductor Dermid,
one of the most popular freight con-
ductors in the employ of the Asheville
division of the Bouthern. The plain-
tiff alleged that her husband’'s death
was due to negligence on the part of
the defendant and its servants.
Southern Rallway wvs. County Com-

missioners,

Judge Fred Moore will next hear
an important matter here. It is the
case of the Southern Railwhy against
the Board of County Commissioners
and the tax collector of Buncombe
| county, who are cited to appear and
show ecausc why a temporary restrain-
| ing order should not be made per-
| manent enjoining the tax collectot
from collecting from the Southern
Railway a certain tax of abonui $4.600
levied by the commissioners on | the
Southern Rallway's property in Bun-
combe and all other property. It 1s
the road and bridge tax of 15 cents
on the $100 worth of property and
18 1-3 cents tax for interest account,
going to meet the interest and princi-
pal of the $100,000 of Asheville and
Spartanburg railroad bonds. Che
Southern alleges that the tax is yncon-
| stitutional for the reason that the
| county did not observe thp constitu-
tional equation; that to make legal
the road and bridge tax of 15 cents
and the Interest tax of 18 1-3 cents,
the poll tax should have been in-
creased $1, making the poll $3| in-
stead of $2, The answer to the bill
of complaint will be filed by State
Senator Charles A. Webb, who Is
county attormey for Buncombe,

L3
WAKE FOREST PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

Mommem- for Improvement of Fnacil-
ities—New Deacons of Baptist
Chure .

-

(Speeial to News and Observer.)

Wake Forest. N. C., March 20.—
Considerable interest is-being taken in
the movement for the improvement
of public ‘school facilities here. Fol-
lowing up the meeting of last week
at which Superintendents Z. V. dd,

of wm county, and R. Bruce WIlltn.

¢ for effort to obtain better

7\.
&

Jdities In Wake Forest. They

1 & committee consisting of
#E Brewer, Prof. J. H. High-

Mesars, T. E. Holding, W. M.

% and Elvius Gill to present to a
mbuss-meeting of the citizens of the
town a proposition looking to the im-
provement of public school facilities
in "YWake Forest

This committee at a meeting of
the citizens in mass Wednesaday night,
presided over by Dr. Chas. E. Brewer,
made its report which was tollowed
by & lively discussion.

A committee was then appointed by
the chalrman on approval of the as-
sembly which consists of twelve citi-
zens Whose duties shall be to take the
matter in charge, asking the County
Board of Education to lay out a spe-
cial tax district whose boundaries are
indicated, and that an election be
called for special achool tax.

The matter is becoming an intensely
live problem and it is not uncustom-
ary to hear a discussion of the sub-
jectt on the gtrects and in other pub-
lic places by citizens residing in pro-
posed” district.

Finding it necessary to enlist more
ald in the carrying on the work of his
important duties touching the life of
the college and comimunity, made nec-
essary by the increase in the size of
the congregation and increase of the
charge thereby. Dr. J. W. Lyneh, col-
lege pastor, ordained last night as
deacons of the Wake Forest Baptist
church the following: Drs. Chas. E.
Brewer, E. W, Slkes, J. H. Gorrell,
Prof. J. B. Carlyle, and Messrs. R. E.
Royall, W. M. Dixon, W. W, Holding,
James G Mills Prof. J. H. High-
smith was also added to his corps of
helpers but was ordained elsewhere.

KILIED BY LIGHTNING.
Mra. James Blake Struck With Child
in Her Arms—the Child Survived.

Troy, N. C., March 20.—Mrs. Blake,
wife of Jamu Blake, was killed by
lHghtning at her home about six miles
west of Troy, while closing a window
during & seyere electfic storm yes-
‘terday evening. Her child, which was
In her arms at the time she was
struck was severely shocked, but re-

(By the Associated Press.)

Washington, D. - C, March 20.—.

Maintaining that-the Deniocratic rep-
representation in the House had
steadily increased "since the genera!
rout in 1894, Mr. Barflett, of Georgid,
Itoﬂy predicted : that unless all the
signs failed the ‘country would soon
;return its contreol to the Democrats.

Mr. Bartlett discussed the recent
financial crisiz and in that connection
said that "‘the trenchment blade, o
masterfully wielded to whack the
Democratic party with, will now grow
rusty and must be laid aside, and
some other weapon of assault and
some other shield of defense must be
produc

Taking up the recent speeéch of Mr.
Dalgell, Pennsylvania, in_which he
.credited Alexander Hamilton with be-
ing the founder and finlsher of the
Republican faith, Mr. Bartlett said
Mr. Dalzell had resurrected "almost
forgotten and discarded theories of
government, which he proudly pro-
claimed are the doctrines of the Re-
publican party.”

Contrasting Hamilton, who he saijd,
would have given us practically a
monarchy with Jefferson, he said that
Jefferson had so discharge dhis duties
that all Americans would decide that
the work of drawing their title dced
to their liberties devolved upon him.

Mr. Bartlett sald he could not con-
tent himself with the Republican
claim to authorship of raillroad rate
{and anti-trust legislation and pro-
| duced documentary evidence to prove
that the Democrats nhou!d derive the
credit.

Addressing  the Republicans, Mr,
Bartlett declared they had accom-
plished one thing by their treatment
of the Sherman Anti-Trust law, and
that was to destroy the labor unions.
“If yvou are proud of that,” he ex-
claimed, “vou areée welcome to the dis-
| tinction.” The destruciion of labor
i iInterests, he said, had been accom-
plished by the Republicans of the
Sengte in voting down a proposition to
exempt from the operations from the
Sherman law organizsatiogs of labor,
“organized for the purpose of lessen-
ing the hours of labor or Increasing
wages.” /

BOLD BANK ROBBERY

" (By the Assoclated Press.)
Muskogee, Oklo., March 19.—Two
robbers, believed to be members of the
| kang that held up the Tyro, Kansas
i bank last week, walked into the Davis
Bank at Hoffman, Okla,, thirty miles
southwest of here this afternoon, cov-
ered the bank officials with pistols
and, gathering up $000 in currency,
mounted their horses, which were

standing outside, and escaped.

THE WEATHER.

Snow in early morning followed by
fair and warmer BSaturday. BSunday
fair and warmer; light north winds,

The Wenther Yesterday,

Maximum temperature 40 degrees
minimum temperature 32 degrees
total precipitation for “ Mﬂ
hc 8 a. m., .lt

| 1906, when the

EXPLOSION SUIT
NOW ON TRIAL

Mrs. Holleway Asks $60.-

000 of Standard Oil Co.

ALREADY NOTED CASE

Bﬂm’rly of Coumel. and Expert
Witnesses on Hand in ' Durham—
Fearful Explosion Caused Death
of Mr. Holloway and &

Negro Man.

(Special to News and Obserwver.)

Durham, N. C.,. March. 20.—The
great damage suit of Mrs. Lucy R.
Holloway, administratrix of the estate

of the late L. Webb Holloway, who
was killed in the explosion at the
Standard Oil Company, oen July 24th,
1908, wag started this morning in the
Superior Court here. In this action
the plaintiff is suing for $60,000. It
looks now as if the case will not
reach the jury before Monday after-
ndbn or Tuesday morning of next
week.

There is a brilliant array of coun-
sel and expert witnesses, and quite
a large number of local witnesses who
will testify in the case. For the
plaintifYf the attorneys are Messrs.
Glles & ;Sykes, of this city, anda Col.
T.. M. Argo, of Raleigh. For . the
Standard 0©Oil Company there are
Messrs. Fuller & Fuller, of this city,
and Mr. James H. Pou, of Raleigh.
Among the experts here are Dr. Pen-
niman, of Baltimore, expert chemist,

who is here for the oil company, and |

Dr. R. 0. E. the De ent
S Gt ity "o Nor
Carolina, who is also an expert in
chemistry, and is here for the plain-

tif. Other out-of-town poople who |

the time for adjournmeént. There are
yet a great many witnesses to be ex-
amined bef the plaintif will rest.
Every inch of the ground is being
contested.

__For the phlntl!t there have been
calleéd some twenty-five or thirty wit-
nesses and others may be called later
on. The defendants have not called
s0 many up to thi= time, and it is
probable that not more than ten will
be sworn.

Already Famous Case,

This case is already of more than
ordinary interest on the law books of
the Btate. It Is really an action
against two parties, the Standard Oil
Trust and Mr. Edwin F. Royster, who
at the time of thé fatal explosion was
the manager for the company in this
city. He was jojned in the ac¢tion for
the purpose of prevening a - -removal
of the cause from the State to the
Federal courts, as the ofl trust is a
forelgn corporation. A motion was
made to remosve the case any way, it
being - alleged that Royster was Iin-
cluded in the complaint only for the
purpose of defrauding the Circuit
Court of the United Btates out of: its
rightful jurisdiction. The motion was
denied, appeal taken to the State Su-
preme Court, and there the lower
court was sustained. In the mean-
time a motion was filed in the Circuit
Court for order for removal, but
Judge Purnell held that it was a case
to be tried by the State courts, and it
was sent back. It has been tinued
several times and is now .finally  on
trial.

When the case was called this
morning the counsel for the oil com-
pany and Royster, filed motion with
the court to be allewed to withdraw
as counsel fpr Royster and this was
allowed.\ He. is not represented by
counsel, and while nominally a de-
fendant in the sixty thousand dollar
litigation the damages pald, if any,
will be pald by the oll company.

Was Fearful Explosion.

The explosion that caused the fear-
ful death of Webb Holloway, an em-
ploye of the Standard Oll Company,
and also the death of & negro, Tom
Lunsford, at the same time, was a
fearful ‘'one and.the death of the two
men most horrible.

It was on a hot July day, July 24th,
.explosion occurred.
Tom Lunsford, a negro who had been
employed but " an hour or so
prier to tm time, was sent
into the Kk to . clean it
Mr. ' Holloway, who had charge of
the wagon department, came in and
was sént on top of the tank to assist
the negro Iinslde if he should need
assistance. The tank ‘holds about 25.-
000 gallomns, and a rope was insile to
baundinﬂmwin:thcnmowt.&

moment after he went on top there

Was an uplodonl’nmtheinﬂlom
Mr. Holloway was .blown high Into
the air. His clothing, thoroughly sat-
uutodwithﬂl.numﬂnudhe
was literally baked alive. -In the
meantime the negro was cooking on

ed. This, so it is thought, caused the
| explosion and death. Mr., Holloway
died in a few minutes, but the negro
lived several days, dyving at the hos-
pital.

The damages are claimed because
& man ignerant of the contents of the
tank sheulj be placed in. so perilons
& position, and that it was negligence
on the part of the company that caus-
ed death. In the case of the negro,
whose administrator brought an ae-
tion for $2,000, the- company settled
| bqg paying $750 in compromise.

Now the big fight is on and it will
be. interesting as it proceeds from
tday to day. This afternoon the testi-
mony was in regard to the explesion
and the conditions that existed just
at the time and immediately after
the explosgion. Tomorrow there will
be expert testimony.

|

OFFICERS ELECTED,
| N

Rip Van Winkle Played With Natural
Thunder and Lightning.

(Special to News and Observer.)

High Point, N. C., March 20.—-—The
annual meeting of the North State!
(Independent) Telephone Company
was held last night and the following
officers elected:  President, W. H.
Ragan; Vice-President, Chas. C. Muse;
Manager, J. F. Hayden; Treasurer, W.
H. Townsend. The year's business was
very gratifying to the stockholders.
showing that the collections had been |
twelve thousand dollars and the net|
profits six thousand dollars. A tem
per cent dividend was declared.

An unusual thing occurred here |
last night in presenting Rip Van|
Winkle by the Edwards Stock Com-
pany. When the time arrived for Rip
to leave home for the mountains and
“his long sleep whils it is lightning and
thundéring the real thing was on—
that it was lightning and thundering
other than by mechanical device when
Rip went upo@ the mountains and!
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(Bpochl to News. ww 3

. Charlotte, N. C., March 20.—Ju

certain repdr- to the court house d

body say just what will’ have to' be
proven against the commissioners ° h
.order to 'make a proper Mtet“(
possible, etc. .

dechredtobelneﬂocttmm

Dallas, and it is also sald that thg
quashing of the bill is in’ accordance
with the desire of Gastonia people, al-
though this, of course, had nothing to
do with the eourt’'s decision.. Gastonia
hoping to elect & new’ who will

that town.
8. O. B.rneschﬂ"odwnhthekm-

three weeks ago and lived with a
crushed skull until yesterlay attend-
ing to his business a part of the time,
was this afternoon allowed Pail of the
sum. of six thousand dollars after be-
ing remanded without bail by the
coroner. Judge Mooré heard the ha-

stranger than fiction.. The injured
was direct communication between the

brain and the exterior through one of

head-aches but otherwisesuspected no
Berious trouble until he was seized
with a convulsion tonowed by a score
more, when he died.

ALTERNATING EMPLOYES. A

Sruunmlhlnl lnw
Sllop-—w. sn-thu- ‘

c. F. Gl'ﬂﬂl
(8Bpecial to News and Observer.)

H. Shanon, who has for a year or more
been in the employ of the Southern
Railway Company at Spencer, has
been appointed agent of the company
at this place and has assumed ' the

the county. . An sppul of the el_.l. R
to the Supreme Court of the—M'll .
taken for the purpose of having that|

The bottom of the whole m h
wants the court house in place of|

favor removal of the émty lﬂt to |

ing of George Giffterd who was striclen |

beas corpus proceedings. The case as |
the facts become known, grows almost |
man had some five fractures and there | °

these. Gifferd suffered from intense |

. Spencer, N. C., March 20.—Mr. W. |

ty vears. The spcctators were glad |, -_'-
thutluywitna-nnohsmlnu-r 2

ment of teh fxmous case. against ﬁo lh."'
county eonmh!mnotmha ake
ty w‘m nomﬂiiu_ .




