the Battles - Behveen the

I aam of mefasr Years

gt C

{By Ex

In view of existing political con-
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The old Whig and
‘parties were not fully. or
arrayed against each ot as such,
until 1840. While theré| had been

\ conllicu l;etween political jeaders be-
thm. it had been| under dif-
teredt nares, and largely  on
du!erent issues, but in 18 the lines
mo-
Tt b’ Nach dob by 35¢ 4553
derhlon often called their opponents,
were arrayed against each other on
well-defined party lines. |
William Henry Harrison was the
 ~Whig nominee for the |Presidency
and Martin Van Buren, en Presi-
‘dent, Wwas the Democrati¢ standard
bearer. - But it is not my purpose to
attempt o discuyss the national cam-
pn.im I shall confine mypelf in this
article the State cam s—chief-
ly that ot Governor. For be it re-
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_ “his party, it mattered not how zeal-
am he’ might be, or how

1840 are

somewhere east (perhaps Tarbore)
-0 Ralelgh, coming up '«lﬁt is still
cilled the Tarboro ro.d it an
canounced, but how the inform
2aad been obtgined I do not know,
<hat Morehead would pass up the
“oad on a certain day. My home at
Yhai time was in the e Rock
neighborhood, at which preeinct there
were about 130 Whig voters and only
five or six Democrats.

(At this time there was aé‘itage line
between Raleigh and Tarbore. and
it is possible that the news might
have been brought by passen-
ger, or perhaps, by the » driver,
x}w ‘2“ @ ||u:n'1:r ;;fuﬂ.&lmt urcéur in

matters of po and gos-
sip. Their opportunities f L coliect-
ing news, and the facility Tth which
. they distributed §t., would | put to
shame the daily papers of t,e present
day.)

At any rate the news lq'ea.d that
Morehead would pass, and uite a
crowd of men. women an chlldren
had gathered to see him go by. I was
then a little. fellow, but, oh, how
proud I was when the great Whig
leader approached. He must have
heard that his friends would come
together to do him -honor. because
Just before he reached old Eagle
Rock, where the crowd had gathered,
he got out of his carriage and took

a seat on the outside by hls negro

coachman. The carriage was drawn
by two magnificent iron gray horses.
As he approached the little crowd
that had gathered, he raised himself,
lifted his hat and gave the Whig
slogan, “Hurrah for Tippaeanoe and
Tyler too,” which was responded to
by a “Hurrah for Morehead too.”
, Morehead was elected by a good
majority, and was re-elected in 1842.
The office of Governor was the only
public position he ever held, execept
that nearly twenty years Iatbr he was
a member of the House of Commons
from Guilford county. }

Aftcr his term as Governor had

' Continuln: the  same .
“During -the
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B ‘_ open, ‘Fenerous iemper. his

ampaigns of the Past,

John Nichels,)

expired, he turned his attention to
education, manufacturing and public
improvements. His opponent, how-
ever, who was a restless politiclan,
continued to take an active interest
In late campaigns.

Before becoming a candidate for
Governor, Mr. Saunders had filled
many public- positions of trust and
honor. The next year after his de-
feat for Governorship he was elected
to Congress and served two terms.

In 1846 he was appointed Minister
to Spain where he remained until
1850 when he was reecalled. Soon
after his return home he was elected
as a member of the House of Com-
mons and later a judge of the Su-
perior Court.

In 1842 Governor Morehead was op-
posed by Louis D. Henry, of Cumber-
land county. ' The campaign of this
year was a tame affair compared to
the one preceding, and the one suc-
ceeding it. The State was largely
Whig, and Morehead was universally
popular with the people, while Henry,
although a man of ability and high
character, did not have the popular
manners that Morehead possessed.

Perhaps the most exciting cam-
paign that ever occurred inm North
Carclina was that of 1844. There
were many causes that made it so. It
was the year for the election of a
President. Henry Clay was the Whig
nominee, and made a speech in Ral-
eigh on the 12th day of April of that
year. No public man before or since
had the power to sway his followers
that Clay possessed, and to the extent
he was admired by his friends he

~hated. by his enemies, James K.

k, of Tennessee, had been nomi-
nated by the Democrats, and being a
native of the State, they hoped that
in consequence of that fact, the party
would be grealy strengthened, and
they would be able to carry the State.
Both parties were on theip mettle,
each determined on victory. It was
no time for scrubs or professional
politiclans. The very best men of the
parties must be selected for all of-
fices because the battle promised to
be one of unusnal excitement and in-
terest. This was one cf the times
when parties sought the candidates
with as much caré as a gewseral would
select a soldier for a hazardous and
responsible undertaking. Both par-
ties were fortunate in the selection
of leaders.

The Democrats named as their
standard bearer Col. Michael Hoke,
of Linceln county. He had had the
advantage of a military education. but
adopted the law_ as his chosen pro-
fession. Of Col. Hoke a writer sayu:
“His ease of manners, brilliancy of
oratory and acquirements in his pro-
fession won for him “troups of
friends and an extensive practice.”
- writer says:
campalgn- in 1844, with

is conduct,
elevated
mode of argument, that even in high
excitement, party spirit - forgot its
rancor; and he won, as he deserved.

{the regard and respect of all parties.”

The Whigs were equally fortunate
in the selection of their standard

Ibearer in the person of Willilam A.
|Graham, of Orange county.
a2 man of :

He was
exal character, fine
ability, and, like Hoke, his competi-
tor, “the fairness of his conduct, his
open, generous thmper, his elevated
mode of argument” won him many
friends.

Never in any campaign in this or
any other State, for any position,
were candidates more evenly match-
ed. Both were in the very prime of
fife. Hoke was only thirty-five and
Graham forty years of age. Both
were peculiarly handsome men, being
tall, weéll-formed and graceful, with
manners as polished as a Chesterfield
and tempers as pacid as a theological
student, characters as pure as a
maiden, and habits as free from guile
as those of a bishop.

While posségsing all these amiable
qualities, when it came to the advo-
cacy of the principles of their re-
spective parties, or assaulting those
of the enemy, they exhibited the
courage of a Washington and the
aggressiveness of a Jackson. No two
political antagonists were ever more
evenly matched than were Hoke and
Graham, and no two were ever so
enthusiastically supported by * their
partisan followers.

Graham was elected Governor, and
Clay ecarried the State, but was de-
feated for the Presidency. It was
while Mr. Clay was in Raleigh that he
wrote his celebrated Bankheed letter
that contributed so largely to his de-
feat. The remark, “I had rather be
right than to be President” so often
credited to Mr. Clay, it is said was
used by him to Hon. Geo. E. Badger.
After writing the letter he handed it
to Mr. Badger for his criticism, ‘““The
letter is all right,” said Mr. Badgenr,
“and contains sound Whig doctrine,
but If pyblished it will defeat you for
the Presidency.” To which Mr. Clay
replied: “I had rather be right than
to be President.” The letter was pub-
lished and Mr. Clay was defeated for
the Presidency, and the cause was
afterward, and I belleve is still con-
ceded to be Mr. Clay's position taken
in that letter. :

The campalign of 1846 was not of
any unusual interest. It was what
we call an “off year.” The Whigs
renominated Governor Graham, and
the State having gone 8o strongly
Whig two years before, and Graham
having made such a popular Gover-
nor, the Democrats did not enter the
contest with any enthusiasm or de-
gree of hope. ‘Iheir nominec was
James B. SBhepheérd, of Wake county.
He had been a State Senator, was a
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man Bf ability and superior accom-
plishments, but he did not know how
to get around with the *“boys.”™ and
was toq_retiring to win friends among
the business men and trades-people.
The Whigs ridiculed his candidacy,
and there were many amusing pub-
lications issued at his expense, In
some of which he was called “James
the Shepherd, riding through the
country on the back of an ass. The
ass was supposed to be the editor of
the Democratic organ, who had been
“set up In busimess,” by the said
Democratic candidate, Graham was
elected by over twelve thousand ma-

ority.

The administration ot__':—'G-ﬂvg'nnr
Graham was very popular. It was
largely through his efforts that the
Raleigh and Gaston Railroad was re-
built and the company re-organized,
thus giving an impetus to thHe system
of public improvements. He caused
to be made a number of needful im-
provements ip and about the State
House and:®he capitol greunds. H&
was a devoted Triend to the publce
school system, and did much to ad-
vanee the, ¢ ¢ of education.. As
Secretary of the Navy his adminis-
tration was'progressive and far-reach-
ing. In conducting the affairs of that
high office he made an impress upon
his country's history unequalled by
any other ranking oftficial.

The campaign of 1848, while not
exciting the people and arousing
party enthusism to the degree that
had been the case In some of the
former campaigns, was full of inter-
est and earnestness. David 8. Reid,
of "Rockingham, had been a member
of Congress, and was related by bload
or marriage to Stephen A. Dougless
of Illineois. It was said that Doug-
lass had “coached" Reid, and ad-
vised him to make the race for Gov-
ernor and to advocate the principles
of ‘“free suffrage.” He was nomi-
nated, and ‘“‘free suffrage” was the
principal plank in the Demoecratic
platform, and Reid used it with all
the adroitness of an accomplished
politician. The Whigs nominated
Charles Manly, of Wake, a lawyer
and a farmer. He was a man of fair
ability and high personal charadter—
somewht aristocratic in his manners,
and fond of ease dnd the comforts
of life. The State two years before
had gone some twelve thousand ma-
ority for the Whigs, and Mr. Manly
felt confident of his election. When
the returns were all in he had hardly
a thousand mmaljority.

In 1850 the same battle by the
same men was fought, and Reld cap-
turéd the Whig banner. He was pro-
claimed the Governor of North Caro-
lina, the f Democratic Governor
of the State elected since the Whigs
and Democrats had been the recog-
nized political parties of the Stéte,

This was a humiliating blow to the
grand old Whig party of_North Caro-
lina. The idea that 4 little political
“runt” like David 8 Reid should
walk over the dead body (politic)
of one of the State's favorite sons
into the Governor's otfice, was a hu-
miliation that to them was almost un-
bearable. They determined to regain
lost ground and humiliate their op-
ponents by defeat. Who was the
Goliath to throw down the gauntlet
and meet the “little David” on the
field of battle? The lot fell to John
EKerr, of Caswell county. He was an
orator, of the Patrick Heury style,
and a satirist scarcely second to that
of John Randolph, of Roanoke, He
was armed tnd equipped ‘and went
forth to battle with *“little David.”
The people—the common people—
had been aroused on the question of
“free suffrage” and the adroitness of
Reid in showing the non-silave-own-
ers how they were unjustly dealt by
in the matter of suffrage, won for him
many votes that had before been cast
for the Whigs. He did this with great
effect when he pointed out that the
“peacock orator” was . the special
champion of the land-owners. This
line of argument was especially ef-
fective. Kerr was a strikingly hand-
some man with a ver - aristoeratic
bearing, while Reid was small In
stature, modest and plain looking. His
ridicule of Kerr made him tlu sub-
jeet of derision rather than the ob-
Jeet of admiration. Reid was elpcted
and Kerr never fully recovered from
hiz humiliating defeat.

Governor Reld was a very shrewd
politician, and his schemes secldom
falled. Some of his enemles in his
own parfy, after the matter was all
over, charged that Governor Reild
was guilty of unfair tactics in the
election of a successor to Senator
Willie P. Mangum in 1852. It was
one of the duties of the Legislature
elected that year to name the suc-
cegsor of Mr. Mangum. The Demo-
crats had a majority on joint ballot,
and James C. Dobbin, of Cumberland,
was the caucus nominee. Judge
Saunders, who on a few previous oc-
casilons had been induced to accepi
office; believed that the people again
desired to honor him. He had
friends in the . Legislature, but wun-
fortunately like many other politi-
clans, he did not have eaough of
them. Whigs could not elect their
candidate because they were in a
minority. The consequence was thal
there was no election, and for two
years the State had but one Senator—
Hon. Geo. E. Badger, of Wake. The
Democrats carried the Stafe again in
1854, and one of its first acts was
to elect two United States Senators.
Governor Reld was elected to succeed
Mr. Mangum and Judge Asa Biggs,
of Martin, was elected to succeed Mr.
Badger. Governor Reid at once re-
signed his office, and took his seat
in the Senate when Congress assem-
bled on the first Monday in Decem-
ber, 1854. Warren Wimlow, who was
the Speaker of the Senate, became
Governor, and served out the term.,
It was at this period In the political
history of Governor Reid, when some
of the Democrats began to realize
how they had been duped by Reld,
and openly charged that he and Biggs
had colluded together to bring about
these results. The part that Governor
Reid ok in the organization of the
State Convention twenty years later,
if not sustaining former charges, at
least proved that he was a political
diplomat of no mean order,

The campailgn of 18564 was another
“battle of the giants.” I use the term
“battle of the gilants' ‘in’'its intellec-
tual sense. The two candidates were
Thos. PBragg, the Democratic nomi-
nee, and Alfred Dockery. the nomi-
nee of the “American "' or to
be more plain, the rem ‘of the old
Whig party and such, mocrats as
had affiliated with them In that seeret
organization known as the “Know
Nothings.” I shall not attempt to dis-
cuss the questions that brought into
existence this secret political organi-
zation, ilauu-a I know but little ahout
it, othe liké some-more, modern
parties, It ‘was “‘one of op ion® to
the Demmy. just as jBpposition
now exists to the dominant party of
the country, without any well-defined
fixed principies. Bragg and Bockery
were both great. mmen—intellectual
giants. Perhaps,in no campaign dur-
ing the period of which I am writing
was there a greater exhibition of in-
tellectuality than that of 1854. It was
equal to that Douglass and Lin-
coln in IMlinols in 1858. Bragg was
elected by a small m rity.

The campaign of 1858 was of no
special significance. I:ROIHJOII to the
Dem party: in State was
diso mmloﬂ. and a m'n; National

qmmc up whie had prac-
n!hp Southern voters into

the Democucy had pmtically ceased
to exist; but there was division in
the party on the question of a “Dis-
tribution of the proceeds of the sale
of the public lands.™ I do not pro-
pose to enter into a discussion of this
question, because I know but  little
about it, and if I did it would be use-
less, as the results of the “War be-
tween the States” removed the ques-
tion from the arena of political dis-
cussion. Judge John W. Eillis, of
Rowan, was the Dermocridtic nominee,
and Col. Dunean K. McRae, amw inde-
pendent Democrat, oppoged him. The
campalgn was “‘fussy,” but of no spe-
cial importance, either State or Na-
tion. Thée State had become Strongly
Democratic, and it was a mere pro
forma matter to hold an election.

Before 1860 a new local or State
issue had risen. It was the question
of taxation. Slaves had been taxed,
as was charged, far below their real
valuation, thus discriminating be-
tween the slave-owners and the small
farmers and mechanics who .owned
Mo slaves. A strong anti-slavery sen-
timent existed in North Carolina, and
the subjéct was one that could be
handled with much effect by the
adroit politiclan. Governor Ellis was
renominated by his party and John
Pool by the ad valorem advocates.
But for the existing National cam-
paign—the year that Lincoln was
first elected—which produced such
excitement in Natiogal“polities, Pool
wduld undoubtedly have defeated
Ellis, but the latter was re-clected.
This was the last campaign ‘“‘before
the war.” That sad national calam-
ity thoroughly revolutionized the par-
ties of the whole country, North and
South.

Later I may say something of
North Carolina politics *“since the
war,” but not mew. Conditions are
so different, are so unlike and
public men 80 rfed that new lines
must be drawn and new comparisons
adopted.

When we look back into the history
of the State and se® pictured before
our eyes such men as Mangum, Bad-
ger, Graham, Hoke, Battle, Ruffin,
Nash, Bragg., Dockery and numerocus
others whose names adorn the his-
tory of our State, and compare them
with the political pigmies of the press
ent-day, one must wonder at the
Di&ltience and forebearance of our peo-
ple

No patrigtic Neorth Carolinian, it
matters not\what his political affilia-
tions may be, or may have been, can
view with indifference the decadence
of thotmanThip in North Carolina.

No persbnal or political reference is
intended, and no such constratction
shpould be put on these remarks, but
to one who has lived a full three-
quarters of a century, and been a
student and close’ observer of men
and measures, the @& ntrast between
the great leaders of the Whig and
Democratic parties of fifty and sixty
years ago and some (not all) of those
who assume leadership of parties
(both) of the present day, is too ap-
parent mnot to attract the attention
of thoughtful men.

This may be accouned for to some
extent from the fact that during the
period of which 1 have been writing
the¢ only officer voted for by the peo-
ple of the State at large was that of
Governor. - It ‘was important at that
time,sthat each. party should name

ites ablest most popular leader:
because miha. candidate all party

prlnclplns and Iesues were centered,
Now, therp are the third of a hun-
dred offices to be filled by popular
eléction. | Not all at the same time,
however, but that many hefore the
list is complete. Tt is not strange,
therefore that fn the struggle for
leadership, or at least pniltical prom-
inence, some “light weights” shounld
come to the front, and that party
platforms should be badly wreeked,
before the day of election arrives.
A

DESTROYERS OF BOYS.

When a Boy Goes in Tralning for
Athletic Games He Must Cut Out
Cigarcttes,

{The American Boy.) —

To tell you that cigarette smoking
is bad for you would be foolish. In
the first place, that's preaching. In
the second. place, every boy knows that
the cigarette is bad for him. 1 don’t
care to tell you what you already
know. I want te tell you things that
you don't ‘know. 8o I am going to
explain, as well as 1 ecan, in a few
words, why the cigarette is° bad for
you—how its use makes a bhoy thin,
pale, weak, and sickly—why it helps
to bring on consumption.

In the first pﬁu‘t- I am not going
to tell you any “erank” stories about
the drugged cigarette and all that.
The fact is that cigarettes are not
often drugged, and if they were, it
couldn’t be a worse drug than the
rllrug in the tobacco itsclf—the nico-
tine.

That’s inot the point. Cigarette
smoking 18 bad because it strikes at
the very root of the life—the breath-
ing. The | more you breathe, the
more you Jive. The bigger, the
more active the lungs, the stronger,
heéalthier, more active and beautiful
is the person. To stop the breathing
is to stop the Ilife; to reduece the

lhl;valhlng capacity is to reduce the
ife,

Everybody knows this: *“No, thanks.
No cigarettes. I have cut them out.
I am in training, you know,” is a fre-
quent remark among training men.
If the clgarette is bad for the man in
training, why, it is just as bad for the
man not in training. It is—and worse.
Why?

Well, in!the first place let me tell
you that the lungs cover an immense
surface—a surface equal to the area
of a. ffoor of a large room:; that this
surface is wrinkled up, for the lungs
are contalhed In a small space.
Through this- surface the blood pours
out its poigsons, and at the same time
takes In oxygen, which Is the greatest
essential of life.

Now, when you smoke a cligarette,
or breathe¢ the air of & smokey room,
the smoke enters directly into the
lunge. Smoke is in reality nothing
but a very fine charcoal dust; and
when you inhale it the dust settles on
the delicate membranes, covering the
surface of the lungs. This deposit
clogs up the surface of the lungs, and
prevents both the escape of the poi-
gon from the blood and the entrance
of the lungs, and prevents hoth.the
escape of poison from the blood and
the entrance of the oxygen of the air
into the blood.

Thus the cigarette smoker is at
once starved and polsoned—starved
for air and poisoned by his own
breath, Is it any wonder that:-he gets
pale and thin and weak mentally and
physically? 1s it any wonder that he
is a ‘“consumptive boy?" Is it any
wonder that if he smokes to excess
he dies?

Among the better class of men and
young men cigarette smoking is dy-
ing out., It isn't “good form.,” it cer-
tainly isn't good health. It is silly
and unclean, and the habit will, with
absolute certainty, injure the health
and shorten the life of him who Is

addicted : it.
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