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An Ideal Lopaﬁon in a Fertile Agri-

cultural Region,Witha Commercial
and Manufact urmg Future
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On the Plymm and ' Tarbore
Branch of the Coast
Line Raliway, in the Western
Section of Martin County,

| tended. )

town nlte was covered with forests and
farms, the only distinguishing marks
being a cross-roads and four homes,
The population of the towyn is 700, com-
posed frugal, thrifty, enterprising
peaple The area of the town covers
practicaly a square mile, The val-
uation of town property I8 approxi-
mately $400,000, and the tax rate |s
30 cénts on the $100 valuation. Town
lots, woéth many times the price ask-
ed for them, can be purchased in half
acre sites for $100, and in the sur-
rounding country land worth from one
to two hundred dollars per acre can
be bought at $30 and 350,

To keep its Industrial advancement
abreast of its commercial growth and
its importance as an agricultural cen-
ter, RRobersonville needs manufactur-
ing enterprises. Liberal inducements
will be’made for the location here of
factories, Among those that could
advantageously be planted here, are:
Cotton /mills, cotton seed oil mills,
peanuts cleanerd, furniture factorieg,
veneering plants, box factories and
other weod-working plants, canneries,
winerles, etc.

The list might be

The Soil.

As great as are the opportunities
here for the investment of capital in

1L ]
indefinitely ex-

industrial pursuits, those in asgricul-
ture arg as great. Numerous creeks
| water surrounding country, and

ed|the land is as fertile as any in the
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offers both,
The visitor to Rob ville js fm-
pressed by the a of hu!l

underway,- the music'of* hammer, Saw.
trowel

and being rd from
morning till ‘sundown. Although a
“hoom" I8 uimod. yet ' there Is|
avery of w' life, of sub-~
stantial .4 d. Irth, of enter-|
prise an ity T?l: is ulll!'i
!'mo o
e e
suppo 0
P glt nt :f
th. m a trading polin
and its po-luou as an Indns-
trial contdr. Of but a few years’ de-
velopment, RO ville is a fine ex-
ample of tlﬁn rising towns in North
Carolina, which haye faken- hold of

the new spirit in commerce and Indus-
try, abandoned traditions whieh retard
growth, and can offer indycements
gecond to none to the wealth-seeker
and home-seeker. - The town s just
at the starting pont. of its career:
thoge who entcr no , In the language
of the miner, will get in on the ground
floor. Withln a few 'years property
val
what they are toda

Robcuznvlue is l%cated on the Ply-
mouth and Tarboro!branch of the At-
jantic Coast Line Railway, in the west-
ern section of Matgtin county, about

six mileg fram the Edgecombe county
line, It is eleven miles from Wil-

liamston, Martin's capital, and four
miles from Pa ele, the Atlantic Coast
Line junction, = FPlymouth ls 33 miles
distant; Rocky Maotint, 36; and Wel-

in uobemnmlq will be double L

State. If it were in the West, where
the tide of immigration has been high,

®
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more of forage to realize large profits
from the sale of hay and clover.

There |8 no sdequate reason why
the canning industry could not be
made as profitable here as in Balti-
nore, The vegetables could be un-
loaded from the farms at the very
door of the plant, saving the heavy
freight charges and the dead loss oc-
casioned by the perishing of the truck
and fruit. As large, lucious, richly
colored berries as are put on the mar-
ket are grown in this vicinty.

Last year 1,000 bales of cotton were
shipped from this point, and one and
three-quarter million pounds of to-
bacco were sold on the local market.
There were shipped from Robherson-
ville the same year 35,000 bags of
peanuts and 15,000 barrels of potatoes.
Add to this 100 carloads of brick man-
ufactured here and the shipments into
the town, and the freight recelpts are
seen to amount to between twelve
and fifteen hundred dollars per month.

Robersonville's tobacco market was
established In 1900; since the town
has grown in leaps and bounds. There
are two warehouses and three prize
houses, The 1,760,000 pounds sold’
here last year brought an average of
ten cents. A much larger crop is ex-
pected next season.

Several farmers have gone into the
cultivation of the scuppernong for the
market, and find it profitable. QOne
has nine acres devoted to the culture
of this grape; another ten, and & third
fifteen. The scuppernong iz sold to
wineries in Norfolk and other towns
in Virginia, bringing from 75 cents to
$1.00 per bushel. As it is indigenous
to this soil, it grows almost to perfec-
tion without special attention being
given to its culture. In 1906, $2,300
worth of scuppérnongs were shipped
from Itobersonville.

Another rich field for enterpriﬂ
without the outlay of much capital, |s
honey-making. it opens a large field
for immediate returns. There are
more hives in Martin county than in

any other county in North Carolina,

J. H, ROBERSON

It could not be bought for $200 an

acre, and the better climate is thrown
in with many other natural advant-
ages which do not favdr the Immi-
grant-gettied sections of America. The
botto of alluvial lands are extensive,
vastly fertile, the larger part of the
territory having a sandy loam soll,
upon which any crop luxuriates. It
has a (lay foundation twelve to eigh-
teen imc¢hes below the surface. Be-
cause of the extensive lumber indus-
try that has héld sway evér since the
coming \of the rallroad, farming has
not begyn to assume the proportions
of which it is capable. 'The diversity
of soils makes the culturre of any crop
practicgble, and the adequate trans-
portation facilities make it profitable.
The principal crops are peanuts, cot-
ton and tobacco, but there are no finer
lands fpr truck, grain. forage crops
and fryits. This is the natural home
of the scuppernong, one of the most
delicious grapes.

The average vield per acre of cotton
in the seéction tributary to Roberson-
ville js more than half a bale, and
many farmers secure a bale to the
acre, whilé some have taken from im-
proved lands a bale and a half to the
acre.

Fromi¥ 60 to 75 bushels of corn ar.
produced to the acre; peanuts from
1,000 to 1,500 pounds to the sacre
and tobgeco from 800 to 1,000 pounds
to the Acre.

The lands here have no superlior for
growin the Irish potato, or other
truck cropa. The solls are admira-
bly adapted to the growing of red
to pclover and hay, making it possi-
ble for those who will plant less of

don, 66, Prior to] 1!82 the present
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what afl;e called the money crops and
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yvet the 1ndunlr; is only in its Infancy.

Honey from this section is sold on tht“
markets of the North, and even In
Western Carolina.

One of the surest evidences of the
prosperity of the farmers in this im-
mediate section is the fact that they
not only owe no debts, but live in ex-
cellently built and furnished homes,
and they board there, too, raising most
of their home supplles.

The Wowds—Manufacturing Possibili-

All of the woods that occur in the
eastern piny region of the State are
 found In abundance in this section
the red gum, which has never been
'ut, predominating. Furniture fac-
tories are using this timber for veneer-
ing and there is now a growing de-
mand for it. An old, widely experi-
enced wood-worker now residing in
Robersonville, who, for many years
was engaged In the timber business
in the West, and has an intimate
tnowledge of wood shops of various
kinds, said that in his knowledge red
Zum I8 being substituted for walnut.
No wood that he knows, he stated, is
susceptible of so fine a polish. It is
now being used as tops for sewing-
machines, tables, furniture, ete,, and
its use will be broadened. There are
vast quantities of the red gum here,
and the owners will sell the timber at
4 reasonable price in order that the
land may be cultivated. The sweet
gum and papaw can be utilized In the

anufacture of bread trays, wooden

wis, etc., and it could be supplied

here to an almost unlimited extent.

lHe black gum can be turned into

baskets and crates fo rthe truckers,
The Swamps.

The swamps, beginning about a
mile from Robersonville and running
from eight to ten miles In one
direction are covered by a
virgin growth of the variows

jums and papaw. There are three of
these swamps, known as the Flat, Hus-
kanank and Collie, all of which come
together about twelve miles from
Robersonville. The drainings form
what is called Tranter's creek, which
ampties into the Tar river., eighteen
miles away. These swamp lands
present splendid opportunities for in-
vestment. The timber Is of great and
increasing value, and the lands, when
cleared and drained, will be as pro-
ductive as those in the valley of the
Nile. The reclamation of the swamp
aread of North Carolina has begun in
earnest, and is one of "the most im-
portant movements of the past hailf

century in this State. The cost of
drainage will not exceed $2.60 per
‘| acre,

Established Enterprises.. .
The town of Robersonville began in
1882, when the Raleigh and Albemarle
railroad was completed to this point.
The road was taken over by the At-
antlc Coast Line in 1885. In 1802
k of Robersonville was started

*

1906 it was ¢ to a stock com-
pany and the ecapitpl increased to
§15.000. 1It= resources for the year
1908 amounted to $64,000, and the
bank pald a téen per cent dividend to
the stockholders, the balance of the
profits being earried to the surplus
for this year. The otficers are: Dr.
R. H. Hargrove, president; A. 8. Rob-
erson, vice-president; J. C. Roberson,
cashler, and J. A. Mizell, assistant
cashier.

Among the enterprises of the town
are: The buggy ’  factory of D. B.
Parker, who has had elghteen years'
experience In buggy manuflacturing.

Saw mill and dresser, cotton gin and
tobacco truek factary of Wiley Roger-
son & Comapny, W. E. Roberson being
the “company.’”’ This firm gins 20
bales of cotton a day, but is contem-
plating installing a2 new gin with a
capacity of 36 balgs a day. The ca-
pacity of the truek plant is 30 per
day. This firm "also manufactures
wagons, carts, ete.

A $10,000 brick plant.

A public hall for entertainments,

The Hotel Beulah, owned by J. H.
Roberson & Com y. bulilt of brick.
J. K. Ross Is the génial proprietor.

Three livery stables.

Two millinery stores.

Among the principal merchants are:
J. H. Roberson & Co.. A. 8. Roberson
& Co., Jenkins & Roberson, Baliley &
Barnhill. R. L. #mith & Co., and Rob-
erson & Brown.

There are three physicians in Rob-
ersonville, one dentist and one lawyer.

The ‘Masons, Odd Fellows, Wood-
men of the World and Charitable
Brotheérhood hn‘\e lodges here.

Schools aml Churches,

There are three churches in Rober-
sonville, the Christian, Methodist and
Missionary Baptist,

The public schoal building is a two-
story structure, - excellently equipped
in its eight rooms. It is surrounded
by a large play ground covering three
acres. There are ten grades and
seven teachers, the superintendent be-
ing John D. Everatt, a most estima-
ble citizen and imstructor. A music
school is condiictedl Iin connection with
the public schoel. The session I3
elght months, and “ast year the attend-
ance was 200. The school library
hak 800 volumes. -J. C. SBmith is chalr-
man of the board of trusteesa

Roberzonvillg Is situated in the piny
woods section and enjoys a mild cli-
mate and pure water. The average
spring and fall temperature is 6 de-
grees Farenheit; summer 75 and win-
ter 45. Dr. R. H. Hargrove, who has
been practicing medicine here 20
yvears, says there is no disease peculiar
to this section. During the past o
vears he has seen only six cases of
pernicious malarial fever, pnd none
of these originated in this section. The
death raie Is very low, and thé low
mortality may be due to the strong
and vigorous constitutions of the peo-
ple. Thers s a large varlety of
foods, and a few mineral springs.

As examples of longevity are Mr,
and Mrs. 8. W. Outerbridge. He was
84 years of age last February, and
she Is 74. They have been married (4
vears. Mr. Outerbridge was the fore-
most educator th the county whlile
he was teaching. Leading cltizens of
Martin and other counties have
studied under him. He has taught in
both the public schools and academy,
and at one time had the only school
in the county. He taught in Rober-
tonvillc- fifteen years.

DRUM GORPS AT REUNIDN

THE CELEBRATED RALEIGH OLD
“VETS” HAD A GRAND TIME
AT MEMPHIS,

Comrade J. J. Lewis Says The L. O'B.
Branch Qorps Got the Cream of the
Pot at the Big Confederate Reunion.

Dear Mr. Editor: I would be pleased
if you would be so kind as to allow
me space in your valuable paper to
give a small account of our trip to
Membhis, Tenn.

We had a very pleasant trip, thanks

to all the officials, and arrived at our
destination all “0. K. We had lodg-
ings at Mr, R. J. Morrison's, where

we were looked after with all kindness
that we could wish for, Mr. Morrison
and his good lady being as good amd
kind to us as we could ask for. They
left nothing undone to give us a good
and pleasant time, and may the good
Lord watch over and protect them all
through this life, and at last bring
them to that everlasting peace that
has no end.

The people of Memphis did all that
could be done for our comfort, in fact,
everybody was made welcome, and
You may be sure we did not fail to
take advantage of it all I do not
know that we ever have been more
royally treated at any of the reunions
r: have had the pleasurs of attend-

There is one thing I would llke to
call the attention of our loved com-
mander to, and that is the long
marches we are subjected to. They
do npnot gseem to realize that we are
not as young now as we were forty
years ago. It is needless to gay that
many old soldiers had to fall out of
the march before it was over. I hope
that afl goncerned will have an eye
to this in the future,

Our stay in Memphis was from Mon-
day meorning until Thursday night,
and we certainly did enjoy it to the ut-
mosat.

I met a Mr. Robert Warring, that
was born in Raleigh, and had quite
a long talk with him. He wanted to
know about all the old nmlllu in
Raleigh—the Haywoods, m
Tuckers, Rolacks, Badgers, Mo
cais apd MeKimmons. m
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NORTH CAROLINA
WATER-WAY WORK

Improvements Going On
at Beaufort

WILL GIVE DEEP SEAQUTLET

Ten Foot Inland Waterway Channel
From Norfolk to Beaufort—Project
of Immense Value to Coast Towns

of North Carolina—Work Result of
Efforts of Congressman Small and

Senglor Simmons,

By THOMAS J. PENCE.

Washington, D. C.,, June 19—In
Carteret county, North Carolina, not
many miles [rom Beauffort, Uncle
Sam is spending a plle of money (o
give a southern outlet to & score of
the thriving towns In the State,
Thereabouts two of the most pawerful
steam dredges In existence are at
work cutting a ten-foot channel for
a distance of sixteen miles, which
when completed will open up 2,700
square miles of navigable sounds and
2,500 linear miles of navigable rivers.
There is no southern outlet to all this
vast area of water, and its only navi-
gable outlet is through the canal
routes leading to Norfolk. 'When the
canal through Adaras’ creek, which
the federal government is now digging
is completed there will b2 a continu-
ous ten-foot channel for navigation
inside of Hattéran and through the
gsounds from Norfolk, Va., to Beau-
fort, N, C.

Years ago there were several out-
lets to the ocean along the fringe of
sand that circles the sounds of North
Carolina and forms a barrier to ocfan
commerce. These inlets gave ocean
channels to such hustling towns as
BElizabeth City, Washington, Edenton,
New Bern, Plymouth and Oriental,
but they have long since filled with
sand. Hatteras, Ocracoke and New
Inlets were once traversed by coast-

wise ships, but gradusily the
sands. peculiar to_ North Carolina
chast ve crept \b ‘these outlets

and they no longer permit of ocean
navigation.

And now after years and years of
patient waiting the federal govern-
ment has gone ahead at an expendi-
ture of half a million dollars to give,
a navigable outlet to these ma‘nll\-
cent waters, consisting of Pamlico,
Albemarle, Currituck and Croatan
gounds and Neuse, Chowan, Pamlico
and Allegator rivers, on which are lo-
cated New Bern and other numerous
and important communities. The cut-
ting of the canal through Adams
creek will afford an ocean outlet via
Beaufort. and will open up & bagk
country famous for iis truck farms,
fishing and game. It is’ also one of
the greatest pine timber sections in
the world. The digging of this canal
will be a new day for all of that im-
menpely wealthy section of North
Carolina surrounding the most magni-
ficent bodles of inland waters in the
entire country with the exception of
the great lakes,

The Vulue of an Effort.

Ten years sgo there came to Con-
gress from North Carolina a man who
has lived near these iniand waters
through a well-spent life, and who
was Imoressed with the fact that na-
ture's handicap in the obstruction of
these cHannel outlets could be over-
come by the ingenuity of man. He
was thoroughly cognizant of this help-
lessness of all that fertlie section by
reason of Its almost landlocked water
facilities, the greater part of which
are within the confines of the dls-
trict he represents, and he resolved
to dedicate his work as a natjonal leg-
islator to thsair jmprovement and the
development of a natural commerce
that was corked up, so to speak. To
him came the inspiration of an in-
land saterway, first projected by
George Washington, but which had
never had a sufficlently ardent and ag-
gressive cha.q'lplun to push it to a suc-
ces=ful issue. That man was John H.
Small, the Congreasman from the
First North Carolina distriet. A less
courageous person would have given
up in disgust, for he not only en-
countered scepticism on the part of
friends, but he met with rebuffs and
many hard knocks in the halls of
Cangress. Intelligence, aggressive-
ness, ingenuity and patience is, how-
ever, not without its reward. The
time that Mr. Small spent in advo-
cacy of the prcject, the speeches that
he delivered in its behalf, few appre-
ciate, but he had the never die spirit
in his make up and after six years of
what many regarded as futile effort,
he commanded the attention of Con-
gress and a survey of the proposed
route was authorized. This was the
beginning, or more correctly speaking
the turning of the tide. The survey
called for an appropriation of about
three million dollars, and that Is no
easy sum to prize out of the federal
treasury for an entirely new projeect,
for thére are thousands of new ter
improvement projects that Congress
has to turn down with every new Coh-
gress in order to keep from bankrupt-

ing the government.
The A Came.

Senator Slmmons, who had always
taken a deep interest in the waterway
development, made his personality
felt at this stage of the progress of
the Inland walerway. By virtue of
his position in the Senate he was able
to insist on the immediate construc-
tion of the third or southern section
off the waterway route—the one now

in actual course of co uction. The
survey was ready, and . -
mons was insistent. ropria-

tion asked for had beén left out of
thohm.ut
there
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only ten miles removed from the thriv-

at the last

engineer
charge of river and harbor work
Southeastern Carolina, -

The Nation's Natufal Watering Re-

a distance of some five miles with
varying widths av
mile this fish hook projection of sand

ocean everywhere, it presents a most

ONE OF GBEITEST

Nearest Mlantic Port to
Panama Canal

TS MATURNL ADVANTAGES

Destined to Become a Great Coaling
Port and One of the Nation's Great-
est Watering Resorts—Gulif Stream
Glves Florida Climate—Government
Improvements,

By THOS. J. PENCE.

Washington, D. C., June 19 —Neorth
Carolina posseses one of the greatest
harbors in the world—a fact very lit-
tle known even to the people of the
Tar Heel State. Almost dally immense
ocean ships seek the great land pro-
tected port at Cape Lookout, which

On Tomorrow Chlef Justice Watler &~
Clark Will Ride in the Same Conchi |
That General Latayette Was Trans<
Wmnmmmmmﬂ
Welcomed to the Town Thag ‘ﬂ
Named in Honor of Him.

It is inte

time, when the
about to ce

the singi
laration

in the most turbulent weather s as | eral
placid as a lake, and which, in ts 6, the
vastness and far-reaching depths, | his henor,
could accommodate the navies of the | Lafa

world.

This splendid harbor is not only a
haven of refuge for coastwise ships In
heavy weather, but also possesses the
unigue distinction of being the near-
est Atlantic port to the Panama Canal.
Although a commercial gateway to
Atlantic coastwise ocean travel and a
harbor of refuge for stormtossed
ships, Lookout is as much separated
from the State, of which it Is a part,
as is Cape Cod, Mass.  Its sole inhabil-
tants are the lighthouse &nd life-
saving crews maintained there by
Uncle Sam to give warning and suc-
cor to the people of the sea, though

ing towns of Morehead City and Beau-

fort, N. C.
To make this magnificent natural
harbor at Lookout &8 commercial and

practical part of the BState of North
Carolina was the object of legislation
which Senator Simmons Induced Con-
gress to give its sanction of
session

1'3 rried wt'tr-m m
now ng ca
I. Brown, U. 8. A., the

0

sort.
The harbor at Lookout is formed
by a sand ojection into the sea in
the shape of a fish hqok. Extending

a half a
rears itself to splendid heights. Cap-
ped here and there with & natural
turf and vegetable growth, and the

(Continued on. Page Two.)
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The resolutions pa

20th, 1775, are as :
“The Association,

. by
“Liberty Point,” Fayetteville,
e l
“The actual commencemen ”'i

Continent, by the British troops, in
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istry, and

eolonie:.meusnulllnt to
totlleundtr.l. We, m:'

aﬂm-..a. o 4

of Cumberland
bound by the most

good citizens an
oughly convinced, that,

udhonor.uill‘m.
tinental or

m'

e st
ready to sacrifice our
care her and
continue in force until
between Great
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