RGED BLDR,

tAnnual Address of Dr, H. . Alexan-
, President of the Morth Carclina
#dll. deMvered before the

Union edpesday in Gireenville)
& preachment but because
profitable to do mo, 1
to examine himself
lyes, whether ye be
prove your own selves.™
llh Nuncl.hn of Holy Writ 1o
life. Are you homest, clean,
r!uoulm. helpful kind,

and
man
m

sarnestly trying

whole duty in the home.
the school, the commu-
Union, the Blate?

" you may impart to oth-
fortunats? And do you recog-
weak tralts in your character
you may protect that point by

t watching, and strengthen It
preservance. In well doing And
rﬂ seelng the good we all may
“*ng the days are going by ?" Turn
é search light in another direction:
Do you know your business, your suc-

opabes, your fallures; the source of

your profita, the leaks responsible for
l.h losses? . Do you apply yourself to
learn new and bettar methods, or are
a?eohunl to plod along In the oM

Do you try to ind in $our calling
the Inspiration that results from
chaoice, the satisfaction that comes
from a senss of duty well performed ?
Qr is It to you a drudgery imposed hy
the necessity of clrcumstances and
which you hope soon to be able to
throw off 7

Let us all continue this Imtrospec-
tiom untll we kriow that we knggw our
onlling: untll we know that we know
ourselves as others know us; until
‘'wis know that we know oursclves as
we are. “As au oman thinketh in his
hedrt o Is he”

A Time of Peace.

‘I bring to the Farmers Union the
glnd tidings that peace reigns within
ogy borders. It is not the mce of
imortia or indifference that tokens

th, but it Is the legitimate frults
tiving spirit of fraternallsm and
troe co-operation. :

“Phis harmony and good will ex-
temfls throughout the State and down
to the local unions. VFewer com-
plalnts have come to me this year
than Juring dny previous year of our
history as an organisation. This in
calpe for gratification under any cir-

because In unlon there is
stremgth. but in this day when the
fmtericidal spirit seems to be doml-
mating haifl the world, it s peculiarly

abha; for thankfulpens,

sghall not take up your -ilme by
pAtering Into detalls of the work of
the Statse Unlon.but will refer you fo
reports of the officers in charge
the several departmentsn of the
work. | want to bear testimony to
the faithfulness of the men whom you
have called to this service. Their
several reports will confirm me In this
statement. Your president in his de-
wment has “dune the best he could”
has had an able and efficlent co-
worker in the vice-president. Judge
a8 socording to the sincerity of pur-
and the energy of effort and not
our mistakes and fallures,

“You are more or less faimiliar with
the efforts of the State Unlon to save
the cotton and tobacco crops to the
farmers. This was a condition out of
the erdinasy end one which the Far-
mera’ Union had not planned for and
which the Bouthern farmers were nol
prepared (o mest without serious loss

The farmiers deserve credit for the
+ wtiff fight (hey have made (o save the
product of their labora.  In my opl-
nion the holding movement prevent-
ed cotton from going much lowor than
it did. 1f we continue to hold and re-
duce acremxe Hext year at lemsmt [0

per cent, | belisye the crop yel un-
snld. of both colton and tobaceo, will
command a muc h beiter price than it

i bripging toda
" L— Small Grabn.
And now s the time to begin the

acreage reduotion by sowing the innds
in mmall graine. This has been and
in bhelng done more largely than ever
befope. The open furrow method,
especially for oats, should bwe used in
Inte seeding.

I want to sxy with all pussihle em-
phasis that for genernl farming the
only safe méthod s diversift.cation of
cropa. The growing of all food crops
for man and beast  The farmer who
plants rotion or tobacrco next year to
the neglect of food crops for home
ume, ought to have n guardian appoint -
od for his children, and grant his wife

u divaree
N.Ilnr for Large Cotton Crop
Just here let me say (hat the uver-
age Home owning farmer s not res-
ponsibla for the large crop of cotton

“v mnd the shortage in food supplies. The

large landholder, the alwentee land-
holder, and the time merchant are
responsible for.the one crop system of
farming. Acreage reduction and di-
versification should® begin with them
and be carried further than with the
small farmer. A pian fair to all is

.« that adopted by the mass meeting of

farmers helll in Ralelgh in Beplember.
““That no farmer plant more than one-
fourth of his cuitivated acres in cot-

ton."
Fight Before Congress.
“Just a brief matement of the jight
the (farmera belfore Congress.
We Mi’mn our value shrink 59 per
cent within sixty days becauss of &
temporary suspension of foreign de-
mand. We gshed for a loan of cur-
rency at & low rate of intérest that
« vk might pay our obligations and hold
our crops until the demuoralization of
markets due to the European war had
T'nder the constitution of the
United Btates. Congress algne has the
. pewer 1o aoln mobes &nd- registe
the value thereol™ This s a right
that belongs to the people and Con-
has no right to take it away from
 people and give It to a emall class
Iﬁ. citisenship. But this has bheen
domne. The government coins money
angd nts money bul inslead of ssu-
ting it direct to the people at a low
rate of Interest. [t i= turned over lo
the Natlonal Banks and they control
the distribution of it and the rale of
interest just as it sults theilr own
interest.
The government turned a deaf edr
te the just demands of, the farmers
¢« but continues to issue cheap money
to the National Banks of the country.
of MilHons in Interest
banking system of our eountry
has enabled (he 8% 16 levy ributs
en'the many withotut giving In return
a valué comensamte with the tax tm-
posed. Something like seven hundred
milllon dollars are paid In interest
alene every year to say nothing of
the masipulstion of prices which re-
sulte frém contaction and espansion

of volume of currency at the plea-
u.lt.nr llu greatl financiers

. b-.liih‘ lwim- .-!’ thp
on & low Interest rate for thé
of all the people, and not for
nli-.lird gain as now ob-

W WE Are NOw Dass
serves to unite all the

dlii. -.'.l @

h’mudm to Farmers' Union He Says “Begi
| a thol.nﬁmSmnllen —Di n

—Are-sou_in gl nl-rcrlur
“Emow

your own polnta of | or relaxation the artlve work of

REDUCTION
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of » crop.

In this arraignment of the bank-
ing systom, It is the system and the
men responsible for the m that
I condemn and not the honorable
citizens enguged In the business of
banking. The mystem 8 wrong and
can nol be made Lo do justice to all
the people.

In addition to. Anancisl reforms
which the people need and are en-
titled to and must and will get in time,
there are many other matters to
which we must direct our united of.
forta. There be no "let up” In

organization. The people must be
made lo reallse the neceasity for hang-
ing together. As Franklin sald “If we
don't all ha together, we will all
hang separately.” And thers must be
a definite purpose in orgunization. In-
action means death, Make a ding-
nosis of the economic diseases that
affect your community and your class
then find and apply the remedies
Don't Ist your locality be like & boy
with hodkwoema.

Co-operation.

A more economical method of buy-
,th and selling must be established.

Is can only be dons successfully
through farmers warehouses and busl
ness agents. Th enterprises ahould
be conducted on the Hochdale system
of co-operation: which is that divi-
dends be lmited on capital and the
balance of profits pald to patronage.
This is the only true co-operation
I-ul!nﬂﬂ

very  co-operative  enterpfise
w‘humr limited to one or two local
unionts or extended to one or more
county unions. should he launched
for a definite purpose, to obtaln spect-
fie henefits, the business to be en-
larged as wisdom and experience may
direct

All of these agencles should be
federated through the State Union;
and in this connectlon | commend for
vour consideration a report adopted
by the county business agenis In ses-
ston at Ralalgh lo. Qctober,  Ignorance
In the bane of any people rough
lgnorance the farming and Ilaboring
people have submitted to groas impo-
Eitlons too xrievous to be bourns by
an educated populnce. For lack of
krfowledge In our Salling we have
been InefMelent laborers. The returns
are not commensurate with the bur-
den of our offorts  Wises planning and
Intelligent direction are rmnlhl to
the succesa of any business

Education a Nevessity.

Therefore, the Farmers' [Unlon must
odnunue Lo gMphasize the abrolute
necessity of an edocated agricuftursd
class Agriculiupe and domestic
sclence and art should be taught In
every State school from the free schoo
to the Unlversity. and Farm Life
Srehoola should be established, one or
mare, in every county In the Btate,
Farming mumt be made more profl-
table and farm e more lHvable, Edu-
cation of the right kind will enable
the farmers to make It so. This will
save the rural South

The Rural Problem

The rural problem: What Is the
rural problem? It Is to keep the
Iands occupied by an Intelllgent, »f-
fclent home owning clitizenship.
Everybody s concerned In reaching
a ecorrect solution of this problem.
The pupply of feod spd clothing for
the nation is Jeopardized Foplation
increased 21 per cent the last ten
yeurs, farm products Increased only
10 per cent. U'rban population in
North C"arolina Increased 36 per cenft.
rural population Increased only 12
per cenl. Tenant farming in North
Carolipa increased 11 per oont with-
in the Inst 20 yvears, until now 431 per
cent -of our farmers are tenanets, The
white farmers of North Carcolina own
nearly a1 milllon acres less land than
they did ten years ago;, the negro
farmers own a quarter of a million
acres more land than they did ten
Years ngo, One very good reason
why the Farmers’ Unlon has endorsed
wegregation of (he races in land owner-
ship.

As already Indicated, an edocated
rural cliifzenship will' find a solution
of thig probléem. Tt will be In hetter
farming, co rrative huying and sell-
ing. co-operative ownership of pure
Dlooded llve stock and farm machl-
nery, more lahor saving appllances on
the farm. and especially in the Tarm
home: telephones, good romds, good
schools and churches, and hetier pald
tenchers and prenchers

Invoke Legislative Power.

And an educated rmwmhlv would
invoke the leginlative power of the
State In solving theée prablem. Car-
porations would be prohibited from
owning more lund than sctually need-
ed for thelr business, and not at all
for farming purposes. The large In-
dividual land holdings would be taxed
at a higher rate than the sinall estates,
=iy that rich men could tnot afford to
buy up land and hold It for specula-
tion. This in a gradusled land tax
and ls Just and equitable. An absent
landlord tax woulil be imposed upon
the lands of non-reasidents

The unearned increment of vacant
lands held for the increase in value
that comes from community develop-
ment would be taxed for the benefit
of the community. And thus the spe-
culative price _of land would be cut
down and prices would be determined
by productive value, The greater part
of the waalth increase of the Houthern
farmer, as indicated by the census
reports. is doe to this speculative in-
crease In price of his land. He must
sell and become a tenunt In order to
reallze his Increased wealth.

Other Problems.

But there are other probiems than
“rhe oft nrentIoned rural probhlem that
an intelligent clitizenship will tackle
and solve. (Just now we may feel a
1ittle discouraged in tackling any pub-
lic question since the constitutional
amendments seem Lo have bheen de-
feated. [Bat this only proves the need
of more Information on the part of
ithe . If all the voters had ful-
iy w ood the amendments, T be-
tleve all of them would have been
adopted. The campalgn was too short
in which to educate the people.)

A of Things Needod.

1 would suggest briefly. other ques-
tions for your consideration. A Blate
wide legalized primary for all parties
on the sgame day and for all oMocers
from presiding to constable. is sheo-
tutely essential to the best govern.
ment of and fdr and by the people.
This should e backed by a corrupt
practice- act with teeth in it The
elimination of unneceasary officer= and
employtes wherever possibel In State
and countles: The budget system of
appropriations for all Bluts Instfiutions
This would tend to sfficlency and eco-
nomy and do away with lobbying In
the l‘kner:] A-emhlv 'l‘o ltudy thr

Rute To nlcd: thn question of fire
insurance Ny the Stats government.
A symtem of Blate warehouses squipp-
ed for the handling of all kind of
crops; the same to be pald for by the
farmeérs over a term yaars, and to
tn WI.‘. by the m ‘h'l pl.ld
m enlargement d the force and an
af the work, by the De:

partment of Agricalture, In practical

Book bSupply.
Some reform i@ needed in  the
method of text hook supply. both for

the “blueback”, mmd If we “learn't”

how to speak good English, (and there

are some of us that didn't), we had
to get it from "Smith's” or “Bing-
ham's" grammar; and for “cipherin’™
If & boy could “work everything” in
“Davies” and “Rebinson’'s” arithme-
u.u.“ahc Was considered pretty good
in

1 am not suMclently famillar with
the sub uct to make suggestions as (o
A reme It occurred to me that
the lnto might profitably establish
a plant and do all the printing and
binding required by the BStlale gov-
ernment, including State text-hooks
Of course there might be seriius ob-
stacles In the way, such uid copyrights
owned by other publishers Burt
momething ought to be done to lesaen

this annual tax on the people. If

else can be done, then | would
advocate the Btate's furnishing text-
books for the public schools.
Court Reforms Needed,

Reforms are needod In our rourts
to make them more congiderate of the
welfnrpe o the people. more economl-
cal in ndministering the Inw and more
expeditios and just In drl‘mlnln;
rauses.

All Juries should bha chosen by the
County Commissioners, or a jury rom-
mission established for that purpose,
ANl perémptory challenges should be
abollshed and o man should be ex-
cused” without cause And Jurors
should be paid more for thelr services
Tudges phould he required to render
exruses for tardiness to the Clerk of
the Court and these sxcuses should
he published In the county paperm
The time allowed for pleadings should
he rut dowpg. The pleading of more
technlcallities should never be per-
mitted All cases should be forced
to trial within a glven time or erased
fromr the dockol | uifis there are ex-
ceptlonal clircomMancsy mader which
such & course would defeat justive,

People Muast Demnnd.

Such reforms will not he obtained
nniess demanded by the people. It
iIa not to be expected that the legal
fraternity will ndvocale changes that
would cortall the power of the law-
yern. or injure his business That
would be unnatural. No other class
would do {t. voluntarily. An iIntelll-
gent man., well known In his section
of the Btate, made this remark (o the
writer: . “The Jawyera make the laws,
define the laws, exeoule the liws and
live by the laws"

What would you think of the wis-
dom of a law prohibiting an aftorney
for a public untilities corpoartion from
halding a legislative office. either Btate
or national, unless he pevered his con-
nection with the corporation, In good
faith, when he annonnced himself for
office, and agreed. If elected, not to
renew It for two vears after electlon

The repeal of the crop llen, or crop
mortgage Taw, In advocated In man
counties of the Btate and 1 have hac
wevernl letiers fvaring such action

One of the curdinal principles of the

I'nlon 18 "o discournge the credil
and mortgnge svatem.” Yoo should
canslder this gquestion carefully,

L#t tne may further without ftelling
vou why, that T favoer woman suf-
frage.

Use Cotton

To increase the ¢ nnlunn-!lnn of cot-
ton, 1 stigeest that -all Southern far-
mern not only use collon bagging here-
after for pacrking cotton but that all
farmers, merchants and others inseist
upon the sacking of all fertilizera rot-
ton meed meal, garin and other foed
#tuffa In ealton hagwe

In thix connection | would say that
Pr. M. A. Bland of Charlotte, N, O,

Yhas discovered a compound for treats

ing =acks to make them .acld proof
Tt 1« cheap. and 1t has bheen demon
strated that the use of 1t will greatly
Increass the life and halding strength
af sacks, thus making it posihle to use
lighter welght cotton sncks than would
otherwire he necessary to carry actd
phosphate.  We shoull insist also on
fertilizera helng fut wp in 100 The
sacks

In a former annunl address T sug-
gested that the Farmers' Unilon should
affopt a uniform made from cotton, tn
be worn at all of our mestings, at this
tima when we have a supply of cotton
exceeding the demand, It would he the
part of wisdom to wenr totton all the
time. The ladien of the country have
startad a campalen for eotton dresses

‘gowns, ete.. which T henrtily indorse

it 1s more onomically, you know
Then why sholild not we men he equal-
iy an loyal to the Interesty of the cot-
ton farmers? This Is loyally to the
South,

Community Service Work.

I would cgmmend for vour sarnest
copsiderntion, the hulletln on "Com-
munity Service Weelk.” T would urge
the co-operntion of all members of
the Union In carrying out the pro-
grams mggested. Do not neglect the
community survey. Tt will #anable you
to make a diagnosis of the troubles
that are retarding the growth and de-
velopment of your community Wa
speak of a “"dead” local uwnlon, a
“dead” church or school: these ron-
stitute & very vital part of the com-
munity life, and the chances are that
you will soon have a2 “‘dead"” com-
munity. ifyou do nol turn physician,
dingnose the diseases, find the remedy
and apply It :

Agitation Necessary o Reform.

My purpose In meking many of

these suggestions s 1o get Lhe people

fo thinking and talking. All reforms
for the good of the peaple origlnate
with the people. Political parties and
politiclans do not tnke the initiative
Agitation (mot in hitterness or stirife),
promotes education and  education
will eventually lead to a reformation
of all publie evila and Injustices

We want to see North Carolina de-
veloped: her citIzenship elevated and
enlightenad. thelr |deals exalted, thelr
purpoaes unselfish, their lnbors crown-
ed with success. W would see the
towns grow but not at the expense of
the country. We would ses the coun-
try prosperous Lhat the growth of the
towns may be safe and permanent
We would protect all property rights
but we would extol and nurture and
carefully guard all human rigths. We
wormld do justice by the dollar but we
‘would show mercy to the men wha
created the dollar. We would not
allow thé cregture to Impose upon the
creater,

We would establish "Justice, Equity
and the Golden Rule” between- ail
classes.and Individuals nf &&cloty, We
would see all Indusiries built upon an
cqmuhlr basin, with enforced regard

his of others We would

aldd to the cost of commodities-with-|
out adding to their value. We would
soe the day when aull men render to
soclaty some useful necespary service
in return’ for the blessings of good
soclety.

To this end may we =il I’bnr and
“faint not. nor :r
Let us then be 0 &:.n dntllt.

With & heart!
Bl achleving, still rIulng.
Learn to labor
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