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WHY WOMEN SHOULD VOTE

Address of Chief Justice Walter Clark Before W. C.
T. U. Convention - “ 1

‘ :
-
te the hojior of being ask-

this intelligent comnven~
tion of an nization which has
done s» much for the great cause of
iemperance and for the betterment of
conditione throughout the Union, and
the waorld ¢

Tour order began, as | understand,
with the efforts of a few women
at Hillsboro, Ohjo, In 1§73. In 1874,
Just 4] years ago the first State orga-
nization was formed and from thence
it has until it covers not only
the entire Union, b many other
ctountriss. The firet ate orgunisa-
tion In North Carolina was formed 32
years ago for this ls your 83rd an-
nual convention and you now number

T ap
ed to

in this State 60 chapters and have
besn a rful influence for good
that Is extensive than the

mere -t-bah of your order, for
your views have been like a lump of
leaven which leaveneth the whole
body politic.

Among the planks adopted in %Your
original platform the thres mpst Im-
portant were 1. Total abstinence—
which was the plodge to be givem by
individuals. 2 Prohibition of the uese
of spirituous Mguors by law which has
now succeeded to the extent that in
1% states there is statlewide prohibi-
tion, applying to certain territory
therein, so that on the whole It Is
estirnated that 70 per cent of the area
of the Union and 60 per cent or more
«f our ppoulation sre under prohibi-
tton by law. 2. The third Important
plank In your platform was equal
suffrage. This last, like prohibition
has had a wonderful growth and it
L] :‘pon that subject that 1 ha\: been
Invited to speak to you tonight.

Marvelous ;»vmnh.

The growth of equal suffrage has
reen almost as marvelous as that of
nrohibition. The two movements have
grown because to a large extent, ex-
rept o the Bouth, they have had the
same power behind them. Indeed they
have the same greal object in view
of the betterment of the masses and
~t the condition of the pesople and it
s very certaln that they have the
smame great foe The greatest oppon-
ent of equal suffrage. the ‘element
that furnishes Yhe money that is fight-
‘nK Its progress Is the same that has
fought prohibitien —that is the power-
ful liquor interests of the country whao
find their prefit in debauching men
aud the wicious (nterests that fAnd
their profit in debauching women

The Natiopal Federation of Labor
xnd Stgte and local organimations
sverywhere inaistently demand equal
ruffrage for women At bottom the
movemeant for squal suffrage ia a de-
mand for justice ns compensatlon
for women who are now employed
i every deopartment of labor and for
fair treatmert (o women and chil.
dren by resiricting the hours of labor

und an age llmitution upon the ex-
plottation of children. The United
Riptes Industrial Commissibn which

has been examining for two years past
intoa the condion of labor has recom-
mended as one of the mos urgent
and surest sources nf reltef suffrage
for women who, they Ex)y, Are now
eaplajted by unjust wages and over-
worked hecansr thev are without the
protection of the ballot, 9

There are a great many good men
who oppose hoth measures, nnd with
entite mincerity and without wselfiah
Interest Buch men must he reasoned
with and vol denounced becaumse they
difler from you. This has hern the
policy which has been pursued by
your organfiation and by the Equal
Ruffrage League The wmajority of
men menn wall and are honest and
Just. Vast numbers are for the exist-
Ing order of things because by tem-
yerament they are opposed (o change
or becdusw they have not been In-
formed as 1o the injustive of the ex-
Isting status  or of the betterment
which has been oblained by actual
trial of new mMeasures elsewhere Th
Becure anyv hettermen! or any reform
requires, therefore, long agitation and
many campalgns of education The
rajerity at bottom mean well How
can they be informed unless they are
shown® In 1881 on n referendum in
This State there was over 100,600 ma-
iority agalnst prohibition In 19068 on
santher refersndum there was 44,000
majority for it

dustiflably Hapid Exiession

The cause of aqual suffrage has been
‘ustified by its rapid and irresistible
calensdon No reform movement cam
spread (o new terrifory unless It has
been Lried and found to be an a2d-
vaniage In the communities in which
it has heen adopipd Equal suffrage
van be fulged by this standard for ne
creat movement has been more ir-
remlstible 1o It sweep It has long
beety adopted throughout the great
inlamd continent of .Australia which
covers a larger area than t United
Stategand in New Zexland which in as
large as Great Heltain and lreland
combined It has been adopted In
Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Finland,
and lceland Nowhere has ft been
repealed in 12 states and 1 territory

"af the United Btalom embracing 49 per

cent of the nrea of this Unloa it has

hegn afopted and 4,000,000 of w n

e NOw tnfr-nl-ﬁ%d voters for -
L f =

dent and for Ugited States Sepators
and mambers of Congress. In 21 other
stales Ihﬂ have partial woman's suf-
trage, 1 woman belng eligible to
vote gither for schools er for bonds
or wieasures Of taxation, or have
muniaipal suffrage. Throughout Cana-
da they have this partial suffrage and
ithe prime minister has announced
that he will submit to the coming
Parliament the measure of full suf-
frage for woman equally with men.
The Queen of Holland who with rare
ability has succesded in kodping her
country out of the vortex of war,
though surrounded on all sides by the
warring nations of Germany, Belgium
and England announced recently in a
rspoech from the throne that the gques-
tion of full suffrage would be msub-
mitted to this Parliament with her
recommendation for its adoption. It
i1s no wonder that she thinks other
women compatent to, take & share in
the governmentl equally with mpn
when shs has besn so successful Ip
that Une hewsell. In Italy there are
indlcations of similar action. Through-
out Great Britain and Treland women
have had the municipal suffrage, the
right to vote in city elections, for 30
years, and they have been shamefully
ostponed Im achleving full suffrage
y & Parllament which was slected on
& pledge to give them full suffrage
and which has voted by a two-thirds
vole T different times for the bill on
its second reading only to be thwarted
by great Influences which are sald to
ba largely in the Interests of the great
breweries of Vhe kingdom. *

Many Give Support.

Thers are other smaller localities
end countries 'which have adopled
equal suffrage 'n whole or In part.
In this country it will be sufficient to
look at the development in the last
few days. The President of the
United Btatea has announced his ad-
heslion to equal suffrage and his bellef
that 1t will benefit the sxercise of the
suffrage by all The Becretary of
War, the Becretary of the Treasury,
the Becretary of the Navy and other
secreiarics besides the personanl sec-
retary of the Presidedt. Mr. Tumulty,
have mads the same announcement.
In fact so far as known, not & ningle
member of the Cabinet opposes equal
uffrage Viee- ident Marshall,
(hwmp Clark, thé” Speaker of the
House (and Mr, Wilson's leading op-
ponent for the nomination at Balti-
more) fhvors suffrage as did one of
his ablest predecessors, Thomas B
Reed, J R. Mann, the Republican
foor leader Iin the Hoéuse. and even
Joseph G. Cannon, the ex-gpeaker of
the Houss and a stand pat politiclan
of the most pronounced order. have
rnnounced themseives for equal suf-
frage. Theodors Roosevelt (wice
President of the United States and the
leader of the Progressive parly s also
o pronounced advocate of this greéat
measure of “‘equal rights to all”

In the last national campalgn the
Progressive pariy, the Labor party,
the Prohibition party and the Bocla-
lista all placed In their plstform a
plank demanding equal su . The
Democratic and the otd Hne bii-
tan platforms ware wilent on the sub-
ject It Is very certain that If elther
of these shall place a plank demand-
Ing equal nuffrage In It» platform. at
the next nitlonal convention the other
will do the same. Archimedes (he
great engineer sald that If hescould
enly find p fulorum, a plase b which
to rest hid lever, he could turn ths
world over The womaesm have found
their fulcrum and their laver. They
cast one half the votes already in 18
states which elect ane-fourth of the
I'nited Siates Senate, one-sixth of the
House of Representatives and one-
fifth of the Presidential 'electorn
There are 4,000 xﬁ women who now
have an equal right with men to vole
for President. and it la beyond any
questlon, that no man can aver here-
after be Moe candldate of any party
for Preaident who Is opposed to equal
suffrage. No political party could af-
ford Lo risk such a candidats with 4.-
0r0,000 women holding the balance of
power

Powerful Influeboes Agalnst.

Bosldea this, 7 states are to vote in
ltmn than a month, upon the admission
of women to the ballot bex Among
these are such sigies as New York
Massachusetts, Penpeylvania and New
Jermey  No one can foresse how these
sinten will go. We know the powerful
Influence of Inertiy and of opposition
to change and the effect of the vast
sums that will bs spent LY the liguor
snd other interssts opposed to suf-
frage.  Buy If any of these slates
sthould show a majority for the
measure, or even a powerful vots in
its favor, the effect will be enormous
throughou! the country. Thare Is a
conatitutional amendment pr to
rronibit any discrimination ¥y the
slates, by regaon of sex, asto the suf-
frage This mmeasure obtained a ma-
jority in the last Benates and wvery
neariy a majority in the House If
suffrage shows up strong In these
elates that mre to vote shortly there
can be littls question that the convy
stitutional amendment will receive the

necessary t(wo-thirds this winter m4
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both houses of Congress. While we
of the Bouth de not faver Federal
constitutiona] amendments affecting
the suffrage the #ffect of the votling
in the siates named will probably
command the neceasary (we-thirds
vole In Congress. The nallonal cen-
vention of W, . T 1’ passed a reso-
lution In favor of equal suffrage In
1883 and has done so al every seasion
since. The same has been done In
nearly avery state conventlon. though
1 do not believe this has been done hy
vour Rtate convention in North Caro-
nna.

Having spoken of the Irresistible
progrese of the movemen! and fthe
strong proof thus givem by experiemcs
aof the benefits of the measure wher-
ever il ha# been adopted. it may be
well to name briefly a few of the other
reasons in faver of it

Thomas Jefferson 100 years ago mald
“It is Iincomprehensible that govern-
ment should refuse the ballot to the
best and most intelligent woman, but
confer It on the most besotted and
ignorant of men. ™

Abraham Lincaln msald “Stffrage
ahould be copfarsed upen all of suf.
Ncient age and |nl|l11qlm-o—by no
means omitting women '

Reduced 1o the last analywis the
justice of the demand for equal suf-
frage and therefore Ila success or fall-
ure depends uporn the question wheth-
or women as a class have sufficient in-
telligence to wote. Rtripped of all
slram compliments and evasiona by it
ueppunents, this Is the whole gquestion

The Mohammedans were unwilling
tov admit that women are the aquals of
men and therefore hold that ther have
no souls and can not go to Heaven
when they dle

There are men among us who are
unwilling 'q admit that women are
thelr equals of men In Intalligence
and therefors they oppose gramting
them a share In the government by
giving them = vote at the ballot box

The Disqualifications.

Tn North Carolina the only iwo dis-
qualifications for suffrage are lack of
Intelligence and lacrk of character
Children do not vote -becausa thev
have riot the requisite intelligence and
arn arbitrary line ts drawn at 21 vyears
of age Idints ahd lonatics are de-
barred because they are mental! de-
fectives. Convicts, because they are
moral .defectives.  And then the only
other class debarred are. women

We know that they are not debarred
as moral defectives because your jails
snd penitentaries will show 0 men
or more for every woman therein {m-
prisoned. The only ground of dis-
aualification therefors that can be as-
signed Is that they are mentally in-
compelent.

Illiterates (If DegToes) are disguall-
fled hecause as & class they are not

med mentally competsnt, Why
should the mothers, wivea, daughters
and seters of the white men of North
Carolina be disquzlified from a share
in the government by baing placed
with thoss dlsfranchised for the above
reasons?

Tazation Without Representation.

We fought the great war for Ameri-
can Independence upon the proposi-
tien that taxation without represen-
tation was tyranny. M died for
that prineiple and our independence
was based upon its recogmition. It |s
said that one-third of the property In
North Carcolina s owned by women
and that more than ome-half of the

ernment demands “equal rights to all
and special privileges to none - Why
then this discrimination against one-
hall of the race?

Puts Women With 6-Year Olde

The afiawer Is to be found in the
unguarded statement of a well known
public man who, when asked f he
favored suffrage for women. replied
“Certainly. | am in favor of women
voting and children down to § years
old” He thus staled frankly, what
others conceal by unlimited compll-
meant to the sex. that he helleved that
women hiad no more intelligence and
were no more Atted for the suffrage
than & year old children

With the record that equn! suffrage
has made in the Btotes and countries
which have adopted 1. and with the
list 1 have already glven of the leaders
of all political partiss from President
Wilson and Vice-FPresident Marshall
down It s strange that any intelli-
gont man can avow this bellef 11 s
still! more strange that any woman in
the land c~an endorse such statement

Among the reasons for unl wuf-
frage In the fact that women today are
sogaged In Aimont svery InAumry as
breadwinners and their active par-
ticipation in public affairs means het-
ter government not only for them hbuat
for all. and a fair share in the dis-
bursement of the funds fo which they
contribute so largely by taxation In
North Carolina T helieve the women
are nearly nine-tenths of the teachers
and they reeeive on an average about
one-half the rate of pay glven o men,
which last do not recelve adequals
comgfensation themselves Certain it

is that women do not receive in that
caliilng or any other In this State
“egque! pay for equal services’'' They

will not do so untll they command
respect and justice Ly casting the bal
lots which shall select public perianis
and shape just legislation

In Narth Carnlingd women meérve nha

rlerks In publle ofMces and In fact
discharge ofMcial duties in some of
our oSt impuriant offices Wi

nominal ofMicials are freguently absent
from their post of duty. In our
lies women have been deputy clerka
for the Buperior Court clerks and have
taken probate of deeds Competen
to do this s not a matter of sex

I'nder the Federal Constitution, wo-
men s not disqualified ta hold ams
office from Prealdent down. Women
have often been postmasters and Niled
nther offices under the governmen!
Nelther In England ner in any
stitution of North Carolina has thers
ever beem a requirement tha' the
right of suffrage and the right 1o hold
office should be the same. Nor was
there any reason why they should
Ruffrage has heen conferred necessari-
Iy on arbitrary lines as to age or
property owning. or otherwise. mark
in out certaln large classss Nut

ce holding Is an.individual matter
requiring personal selection of ihdi-
viduals compefent ts BT1 the duties of
the position.

In England many thoussuds »f s
office holders were always, most
especially down to the recent exten-
sion of suffrage in that country, -not
qualifed voters.

in Qualtfications.

In this stale for &0 yearms after ~ur
Constitution was hdepted at Halifax
no one could vote for Governer or for
many other offices unless he was o
member of the Legislature. for i
years no one was a qualified voter for
the Bitate Benate unless he owned 50

cour

heen aspessed for taxstion om more
than §1.000.000 of persomal property.
Among the § names of the very weal-
thiest, 3 were women. Yol not one
of them was dsemed of sufficlent in-
telligence to cast her vote as to how
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for offics holding which are not re-
quired for votsrs and gqualifications
for yoters which are not required for
office holders. The latter_are publie
servants and there [» mo reason f
preventing the public having the se
vices of those competent to Al a posi-
tion

Beyond the constitutivnal restriction
mns to the age at which any one can
bencome Governor or State Senator
there is In our Counstitution. as 1t s
written, no restriction whatever as to
holding oMce There were formerly
restrictions requiring certaln officlals
ta own a1 certaln mumber of acres of
Inmd but these have been repealed.
The only restriction now In our Comn-
siitution (yeaides those as 10 age of
feriain officials) ils the provision proe-
hibiting the leagisiature from barring
any voler prom office unless such
voler s disgualifed as & conviot

Reason For Restriotion.,

The reason of this restriction was
Lecause when the Constitution was
adopted in A8 negroes for the fArst
timme were admitted to suffrage, and
those then in power faared that the
time would come when the opposite
political party might seek 10 disqualify
them from holding ofce Yot such
is the power of preconcelved opinion
that we now hehold women debarred
Imom holding any position  whatever
without any constitutiona! provision
nr legisiative art forhidding them and
indeed contrary to express legisiative
authority enabling them to do so

An examination of the law from
the earliest time In England down to
the present time In this country will
rhow many most urjust discrimina-
tione against woamen In almost every

respect, but it will show also, that
with scarcely an sxceplion They have
nll been creatad by judiclal Aecisions
and not by legislative enactment. In-
deed ihe legislatures have been busy
from time 1o time ramoving these un-
tusmt discriminations created by judges
Women. however, fannct sXpect a re
moval of all unjust diseriminations
against them which can be renewed
hy construction of some court as fast
aw leginlatures remove them until
they pomsess the poawer of the hallot
Neow women have to beg nnd beseech

for fustice and an equal opportunity
tn mave s living With the ballot In
their hands they oan command of

legisintures and all others, Justice for
themselves

Thers are na inlquliles sreatar than
those raused by war No suffering
that compares to thet Inilcted by It
If It were required 'hal no country
shauld enter upon wur without a re-
ferendum fta the ballet hox  there
would be few ware and If 1he releren-
dum were made to an eleclorale one-
half nf whom &re women upon whom
chiefiv falls the hurdens and miseries
of war we should at las! »ee that day
foretold hy the prophets of old “when
there shall he no more war”- .and
nnt till then

Arguments Agnainsi.

It may be well tu notice s few of
the arguments urged against this great
uet of justice to one-half of vur people
erd by no means the wors! half. Mr
Taft who |Is one of the few men of
national importance who still avows
hie opposition to auffrage, In a recent
article was fulr enough fo admit that
the hoary argument that because wo-
men do not bear arma they should not
caxt volea has no welidity for he
frankly sald that a verv largespropos-
tion. maore than half of the men whao
dp vote, by reasom of age. or physionl
debility are Incompetent to be soldlers
He also frankly admiited that there

were 1060000 000 woamen who wWeare
carning thelr nwn llvelihood In this
country and who ware not voling

through their husbands hecause § mil-
llon= of them had no hustands or were
widaows snd that In many caser the
bushand did not vote the wishes or for
the interasts of the wife Certainly
the men who vote on the slde of ligour
rould in very rare Instances be sid to
represent (he views of their wives
Mr Taflt was driven as the last resort
1o the propesition tha! whera equal
suffrage hud heen tried while it had
not hrought aboul prophesied avils It
nad arcomplisfied no good In pariicu-
lar That position Is utterly lllogical
hecnuse If the suffrage = a rcipher
w here it has been ndopted how can it
be = prospective harm In the states
whers It has ot heen adoplel”
Would Not Be Compulsory

The nnly other argumen! Mr Taft
could advancs was that the women did
not care for the sulfrage This v also
illogieal tor how has |t happened that
have

s many states and counfries

adopted It and that it Is pending In
w0 many more as in Taly, Tiolland
Frigland snd ("anafds besidea the

states of this I'nlon which are to vote
an the question In the next few days™
Burely some women mus! be in favor
of the measure It g true that =il
waomen do hot wanl {f but that s no

reason why (hose who do wikh 11
athiould he disqualified. There I8 no
Inw requiring men to-vale nor will

thers he any requiring women tn do
a0 ™We kpow Tt in thiv Hexte nnt
more than 70 per cent of the white
men #ntitied 1o vole go 1o the ballot
hax at any election And that |s the
average In most nf the States ver
there In Vieginia | belleve only 40 per
r&l voted at the last cloction, and In
Missinsippl not more than 10 oar 15§
per cent votad Rut no nna would
think of restricting mals suffrage upon
that ground In Btates where the wo-
men vynte ahout tha same per ceniage
of men and women gn in the polla.
Thin iz a complete answer to those
who say that women do not wish &0

Note
As To Woman's Sphere.

Then there ia the triumphant argu-
ment that “woman’'s sphere s at
home.” This i» the argument of those
who at heart believe, like the Turks
that every wife should bYe a prisoner
i her husband's house. Butl there
are some 10000000 women™in (his
ceuntry whose dally sphere (s not st
bome but in folling In the great in-
dustries of the country, helping to
create its wealfh to malntain the gov-
ermmant and to allaviate suffering.
RBome tims age the women in New
York proposed to test this question by
etting every waman o remain sl

me for 14 hours. The shock wak
immediate. The sewspapers pointed
out that if this was done the tele-
phones would be slent. That in most
homes where Lhere were cooks who
would not rome, thers would e no
meals; Lthat In many stores there
would ba no one L0 WAll o customers;
that the great factories in many lines
of work would cease to move; that the
chitdren would find few teachsrs to
receive them: that thers would be ne
lctters, for the typewriters would cease
to click; thet courts would be without

CANGETA ||
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work for the race whose value ran
not be estimated lo ralsing the youth
uf the country in idean of truth and
justice and morality Why should
they on that mocount be discriminated
against and denied all share in the
governmant becsuse they are thus
empinyed in an indiepensable -work
Neod For Purer Laws

That many women are thus enguged
in thelr homes should not restrict
them there and instead of belng a dis-
qualification is & reason why the Btate
should ask and seek their aid and
advice at tha ballot bex In sslecting
sorvanta who shall shape legislatiom
to give us purer and betlter laws,
statutes for sanitation and against
child labur and against liquor selling
and other vices which abound largely
herause women who suffer from these
lils can nol vole. They should have
a volee In selecting the public serv-
ante who will pee that laws to oure
these evils are put In foree under foar
¢! Incurring the displeasurs of =0 in-
telligent & part of the electors, who
will not brook or tolerate public serv-
ants who neglect their duty or chafler,
an some officials do now, with the
vielpus glemeant

The Negro Argument.

Finally as & wspacial srarecrow fo
ur southern men we afe told that if
women are allowed to vols It will
jeopardize the disgualification of ne
groes  Whether negroes are gualified
or disqualified for suffrage depends
upon the iith amendment and the
federal statute for Itsa enforcement
which s & matter for the fTederal
courts. The admission of women tu
the suffrage by the Matle can have no
bearing whatever upon the suffrage
for the colored race That depends
upon federal legialation and an
amendment airecady adopted In all
tut & southern sates the white wa-
maen Are mMore numerous 1hlﬂ the
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negro men and the negro women com-
bined Ewven in those § states ths
white men upon the actusl ballot al.
ways heavily outvete the negro men
and our chivalrous men will surely
#aa 10 it that the white women in
thoss states outvote the nagro women.
The sugmestion that in some uns
Intelligible way, If white women
permitied to wvote this will permit
negro men to vote who are now dis-

qualified has as its coynierpart the,

very lueid and logical statement that

“the little negro boys tie the ostrich'a

leg to the cocoanul tree and that ac-

counts for the milk In the cocoanut™
of Success.

Omens

Thoms who demand that there shall
be no special privileges for men which
are not givem equally to women, In
sharing the comntrol of govera
snce there i no distinotion in snd:
bearing their share of the taxes to
support government, and ths women
siiffer even more than the men from
the evils of had government, have had
a long and weary road to travel. But
they have made great progress. These
lawt foew days have been full of emens
of muccess The next 30 days may
give vk proanf that the hostile ranks
ure broken and there is befors us Lthe
dawn of a brighter day

In the languake of the poet:
“For now the deep dense plumea of

Nigh! are thinned
HBurely with glimmering of the win-

nowing wind
Whose teet are fedged with mora-
Ing.”™
We know not the hour hut the day

is surely “on itsa way" when as the
sun shall sink to rest In thec rimason
west it shall throw back (ts rays

upen a Union the last of whose states
in the language of the gifiel Irish
vrator, Curran, “shall stahd forth re-
deemed. regeneraled and disenthrall«
ed by the Irresistible night of universal
smancaption’ —in which women ne
longer victime of unjust diserimins-
tions shall share in the control of the
government and not bear, as now an
urrdue share of Hs burdens and “egual
rights 1o ail,"” shall be a fact and not
a mera phrase. When that day shall
come, it will take rank with that other
historic day  which announced & purer
ard better civillsstion, “"When out of
Faypt, forth from bondage, Israel
came

Catalogues.

Schools and 60"030.

Write us for samples and quotations on Magazines and
Best work obtainable.

COMMERCIAL PRINTING COMPANY, INC.
Printers and Binders.
Blank Book Manufacturers.
{15-17 South Salisbury Street
Call on us while attending the Fair this week.
L ]

Raleigh, N. C

The Great

Negro State Fair

RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA

October 25th to 30th, 1915

full of fun for al

Reduced Rates on all railroads from all stations for
round trip including one admission to fair grounds .

Every day Great Parade, High Wire Walking, Horse
Racing—trotting and running, Motor-Cycle Racing, Football
Game and m_anr‘ other free attractions. A Great Midway

BETTER BABIES CONTEST

Luke Organization a ank.

%ultntlnces,
nited States

Address by Hon. Locke Craig, Governor of North
Carolina, and Mrs: Maggie L. Walker, head of the Great St.

Let everybody take a day off, come visit the Capital
City of North Carolina, meef old friends, make new ag-
and see the Greatest Negro State Fair in the =
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