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L {Wilson Teacher Tells of Private
Schools of Period 1790 to
1840 and Unearths Much of
Great Interest; Volume Is-
sued By Stte Historical
Commission
’ By L. A. WILLIAMS, Ph.D,

Profossor of Hehool Administration,
| University of North Carolina.

& rintendent Charles L. Coon, of
N - , has aguin rendered a distinet
p to the study of educational son
y ﬁ in North Carolina by his North
Y ina Behools and Academies, 178U-
3840, “A Documentary History " recently
hod by ihe North Carolina His-
Commission,
The prefatory note to the volume ex-
the purpose of the book. It says:
dosuments brought togethor (a
volums attempt to portray sdum-
as it in North Carclina
the Afty yeaars immediately wue-
1790, In two former volumes
thig same pariod an attempt
to trace the davelopmant of
sentiment whish led to the passage
our first public school law in 1889
mamy this volume supplementa
Carol
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of Pu

lina 1790-1540.

The intredustion of forty<ive pages
8 summary statement, in ehronol

i order, of the influemce exerted by
Btate Umiversity, the squipment
qualifieations of the teachers, phye-
equipment of the scheols, Leachers’
\ shool entertainments, sub
| of study and method used, the at
Lapeastrian shools, the thes
t ideas abwout religlous edueation,
bt sshools, carly law schools, use
lotteriss to raise school funds, be-
g of the eolloges, ete.

Prom this summnary it ls svident Lhat
University exerted a weighty infin-
ever Lhe snd sehools
K these years In two respects.
, & great many of the priveipals
teachors were uates pf the Uni
. Bartlett Yameey, Willlam .
William J. Brigham, William _1.
. are but a few of the names of
who gradusted from our Univer.
and made its influence felt in the
Is of the Stale of that period. That
earried this influrncs is manifest
by the faet that so maoy of the
la in their newspaper sdvertlse
ts and elreulars stated with pride
t “no small recommendation of the
er is that he s m gralonte of the
wersily of North Caroling ™

Becond, it was a proud boast of these
Is when they could procisim thut
studies pursued and the course whon
pleted would prepare the students
enter the State University., The
ea of Blony Hill Academy in Nash

brongh togiber n e | Englh
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Btar of December @, 180
intend & course mt college, will imvari
ahly use such suthors as are recom
mendod by the Faoulty of eur Univer:
#ty” This influenes Is otill further
shown by the faet that the trustees of

the Raleigh Academy ia 1519 apont $500
“for a philossphical apparatus, to Lo se
lected by Professor Mitehell of Chapel
HuL*

The larger part of the descriptions of
equipment is very meager, dealing
largely with the buildings, which ranged
from 30 fest to 60 feel long and from
20 feet to 30 feet wide, often of tweo
stories. Blatements are found us to the
philosophical (physies) spparatus and
chomistry., Maps wand globes seer 1o
have beea fuirly common and in » few
instances reforence is mnde o the chil
dren working at blackboards

The training of (he leschers, an it
appears from the introductios wan
mostly of a high order. It was the
common eonditiom to find the teachers
graduntes of college,  wniversity or
“paminary” and while a large sumber
were local products yet many of them
came from Massachusetts, FPennaylva
nia or New York; oane, surely. Rev
David Kerr, waa a gradosts of Trinity
College in Dublin. Masy of thess early
teachers were minksters aud a very lurge
number also then, as now, wsed tonching
an A eat’s paw to pull them out of deM|
while preparing to practice law or to
sgdy for the ministry or, perhaps, o
sectre funds whoreby they might study
medicine. 1t was an oerupation not be
neath the dignity of & gentleman and
gave fair returns for a congeninl task

The summary reveals clearly, too, the
fact that this educstion was net ron
flned to the males alone hat sehools like
the Fomale Boarding Sehool at Raleigh
and the sehool of William M. Green, at
Hillsbore, fer girls, though short lved,
still had & place in the educational

—

loss 3ot Not even im thess good old
days wers the students suficiently pre-
pared in spelling, writing Esglish, and
the other subjects preparatery o doing
evllege work. There waa loo  little
grammar or loo musk =iteztion given
to syntax, the subjects were oo gromly
praetieal, or too highly cultursl, the. dis-
eipline was too severe or it waa lax
and effeminate. How familiar sre \he
complaintal How much we sre hike our
forebwars!

The estire summary, making up the
introduetion, is most interesting and
mirrors eclearly the esdoeational strug
gles of these early pedagngues. They
ware Iiboring under disadvaniages and
yet they labored, givisg of their best
and of themeelves. The farts ns re
vealod give one a wholesome feeling of
awe nnd respeet for these warriors who
fought the educational battles 1n these
plonser days
® Mo while the summary is acknowledg
ed to be incomplete and sketehy It yot
wseln forth with viger mad with clarity
the spirit of the prried. —flme cannot
it rend with interest and with & grow
ing sense of the importancs attached to
these early efforta toward stimulsting
the inteliactunl life of the chosen few
who might sttend the shools. Thes
fArst forty five pages nlone mre .. valu
able Bddition te vur literature om North
tmroline history, revealing as mothing

elae ran the pride amd malition for
od even in the dave of ploncering
amnid of exploration -

The nest six hundred and forty pages
w the documents relating to the

s i the several countiem of the
Miate, tha sounties being armaged in &l
phabetioal order. Legislative acts of
incorporatien, advertisements of the
swhools In eirenlar letter form and as
found in the sewspapers, reporta of cele
bestions, entertainments and festivities,
lottery sdvertisoments, courses of study,
advertisements about equipment, an-
sovering & variety of matl

wdﬂoh.
"

the sourses of study wero often
preparatory in character the
branches were hy no means
negiected, While Euchid, moral phi
lesophy, navigation, prosody, surveying,
ole., found u large place, it is not lom
true that reading, writing, sewing, ecot-
ton floss work, alphabetical samplers,
embreidery, cyphering. ete. equally
found their places in the list of studies

Heligion and the Catechism were com
mon subjecta of study and grest siross

nppears to have heen placed om  the
teachi of revereucs, veneration and
piety. lar attendance at Sunday

worship wan ecxpected of all and much
emphasis was plaged upon the ability of
the several schools to inoculate the
moral virtwes and tesch the highest
trpe of sthice

The section Jdealing with the methods
of the recitation, sdministration and
discipline in interesting and amuasing.
Will » record of the present day prae
tican written ® contury henea he any

ml;-h-’muﬂndth-m

the necossary papers and records to g
us wsueh & compecutive record.
wishes that at least one sehool t
have made its records sad bulletine
avallable in order that a type m be
found giving a fairly sccurate idea of
the growth and development through a
period of yesra Waks county leads
with the largest number of schools and
seademion, 45, Orange s & close second,
31, while Uraaville, Halifax, New Han-
over, Warren, nll have ten or mere dif
ferent school or seademiecs.

One of the mest intereating set of
poapers s that dealing with the Lincola-
ton Female Academy In oln county
during the years 1524 to 1M1 It is a
thrilling story these records tell of the
planning for tha building, hiring of
teachers, fizing of malaries, examining of

FRESH WATER FISH

Thg double bunches Neuse River Cliab,

Trout, Pike and I'erch
(e per bunch,
de peer quart
BRITTON PEARCE
Phone 271. Quick Delivery,

1 d40¢, She, and
Oyatern 20¢, Jie, J3e and

students, payiug of bills, and of the
seriousness aud stalwart integrity with
which the trusteos porformed their du
lirs. Bo far ss the records show there
wora,no strifes and no hickerimgs, mat
tern of vital import were discussed in
formally and when sll was sadd a ma-
jority vorto emrried the duy dnd there
whAN never B minority report

No record of schools during thia pe
rind wonld lLe complete withoutl & rer
ord of the Hongham Military Behool
From The HNtar of August & 1828, is

taken n notice of the contempliated lo
eating of a Alilitary aud Beientidie
Academy af Willismshorough  Thus
did the Bingham Military ™ hool make

|

G

e

..lm

i

L ‘1.\
) "\_
.
"
P,

& ;r. ” |
b0
Ry

74

In® i

; o Postage Sealars
Cameras

Purses

Letter and Bill Books

Fass Cases

1

Clocks

, ]| ink Stande, single and doabie g
N Phote Developing and Printing Outfita
" W Dressing Casee Ink Stands for the deak

s Ash Trays and Cigar Holders Phote Albums
Clgar Gﬂﬂo Cases & saiahicr Cansy
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Paper Knives - cale shades 80 much ln vegse
Glasa Desk et - (This stationery is put up im cases wait-
Ehaving lt.:a 4y | able for handkerchiefs, gloves or veil cases)
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FOR HIM

Handsome Toilet Cases and Manicare Sots

2% Tell Us What You |
Ik Want for Christmas

A visit to our store will solve the “What to Give”
puzzle that presents itself to you every Christmas. Tell
us who you want it for and we’ll show you something

1| useful and something that will surely please them.

SUGGESTIONS

Cameras

Manicure Bets

esk Bets
Plctare Frame

Glnas Desk Pads
Christmas Letters

Prrees
Deak Pada

Paper Knives

ST S

12 East Hargett Street

FOR HER

I'nusually sitractive Tollet Cases and

Dalaty Desk Clocks 4

The most complete and conveanlent Lap

Stationery Cases In many colors and styles

Fouantsin Peae—Waterman's
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All Their Own for Gift Consideration
“Everpthing in Christmas
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“Flowers
LET US SUGGEST

AMERICAN BEAUTIES AND OTHER
ROSES; LILIES OF THE VALLEY, CAR-
NATIONS, VIOLETS, POINSETTIAS,
ORCHIDS, SWEET PEAS—EVERY KIND
OF CUT FLOWER.

For the Plant Lover—A Cyclamen, a Nar-
cissus, or a Hyacinth.

ORDER EARLY
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ita debut. There follows a consider
able body of material relating to the
sehool and ita ecvurses. methods, mow
ings, teachera, exzaminations, Tecrea
twonus, rte

Nor waas the school without ils erities
(insen, in The Star fur Febroary 17,

Inil, takes vffense al the Military, Lat
erary und Seientific Tnsfhtutiou for sy

erul reasabs He considers it mn af
front te the State Usivermity, declnres
it equappesl  in funds,  buildugs,

busoks, apiparstus, and even s ructors
Zeabuus for the welfarg of the State he

wates clogurat utrl.r reasonilde Je
mands whwh any neational ustity

tion must met and Iy onv hat
mg to ddeal with thFiyming citizens
i1 wp cral venom s dlreeted to the al

lowing of any part of the public fun Is

nn

to le given mier to the support of
mstitution so ineking snd so cacflicient
While disr laiming any intentive tn be
durcspectinl or to have mny » hiernus
motive he still mtands hin ground hike &
man and reluses to samelion the diver
smon of puble funds for private pur
poses

Bt anciher intersating section v the
pue dealing with the rgising of funds
by lttery for the Seligbury Academe
While there seems (o hisve been n sufli
cient number of forma for the lottery
it would be interesting bo know caactly
how Euilible the people of those days
were and how profitable such a schemo
proved to persona oller than the man
RECTS

Na review of the look ean, however,
do justice o the many points of io
terest and information which these doe

uments econtain It might be wished
that some further wicans were at hand
to know which s hools were for private
gain, which strictly politary and whieh

cr seclarian,  Hut, =a
before, the records dodbtiens are so in
romplete and w5 ttun that ne man
would riak s repoatatioa in pulting e
denominatiopal, military or eost tag on
any of them

Eighty pages more are taken up with
documents relative 1o the Western Col
lege and Iwmvidson, Wake Forest and
Trinity Collegrs. Twenty five pages are
devoted to mewspaper articles on the
defocts of the wschools in whieh Wil
liam Hooper and use whe signs him-
self ~“L” take oceavon to find faulta
with the establisked cjucational order
Documents appear alse as to the Labor
Systems of Education, the Plas of Edu
eation by Philomathes, and the Raleigh
Reading Room., Lilirary and Theater.

Of poculiar intersst s the document
on pages T8 and 764, reisting to the
rules of a sehoeol tanght in Stokes coun
ty. The oaly form of punishment was a
“lashing™ and its severity ran from ome
and two for such offenscs aa, “not mak-
ing & bow whea going out to go hame,”
—{2), and “for Every word you miss
In your Hart Lesson without Good Ex-

omse,"—(1), to tem for,
Cards &t Behool”™

enominationsl

inspiration. The cruditiea of the edu
cational thought and of the curriculum
making are at times omosing but they
ure pregnunt with condempation that
the present duy has so often done no

Te Enlarge City Plant.
Colnmbus I’mkh
An orilipanes to be introduced in
evuncil will muthorize the espenditure
of #20 for miditionnl egmipment for

Testing & New Horse.

A Welah tourist tells of an experd
ence which befell him doring a wvist
to a eountry house in Ireland His
friend, the host, sent & rar to the rul-

better. the wlum plant operated by the eity | 8y station to bring him home.  He
The North Carolina Historieal Com: |under the direetion of % P, Hoover, [ h8d not gone far, when the horse be-
mingion has done much that has been [ebenust o charge of the fltrgtion piluny, | "8me restive and finally vpaet the ear
stimulatiog and invigorating in its pre [ Wb this wlditional  equipant it s into & diteh. The visitor asked the
servation of many listorien] rolion. It sanl, the plant enn produce s for | driver how long the animal Lad been
has contributed grestly in the preserva [sale on the open market. usegl in harness. “Half an Bour, sur®
tion of the pupers of Jounthnn Wortl Eastiern huvers have urged the mdimin “T wmenn how long is it since he was
nnd Hom. Archibmld I Murphey, but it | istration to do this and, it s said, they first put in harmess?”
lisw mever done m greiter sceviee to the [have ngrod to take all of the plants| “Hhure I've told vou—half an honr,
educational workers in the State than |osutput above what i aeedeld at the fil sur,” auswered the driver, “an' tle
e the publiecation of the three volumes | tration plaut, at 815 8 ton. [t is osts mashter nald if he corried ye wafe he'd
of the Documentury Hstory of Educa: | matad that the city will bo ulile to scll buy him " Cardiff “‘{"ICLL\_ Mail

What people don’t kumow aboul re-
liginn causes the fos] arguments

tiva in North Caroling down to 1840 by

1 I tone a yedr srol this will L n
Superintendent Charles L. Coon *

profit of from 0000 to $50,000

[THE IDEAL G

T

From a quaint little
Electrie Candlestick
for the (]r(‘ssing table
ex-

or desk to an
quisite table lamp.

Electric Irons

Toaster Stoves

Heating Plates

Bath Room Warmers
Bed Warmers

Portable Lamps
Electric Curlers
Water Boilers
Flash Lights

Complete Line of Chandeliers and Fixtures

Let Your Remembrance Be Electrical

FOR THE CHILDREN

Electric Toy Engines, Trains,
etc. See our Window.

Be Sure to See Our Chiristinas Novelties-
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THOMPSON ELECTRICAL COMPANY

110 West Marir Siret ~ Phone 370 Raligh, North Caroiea




