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Obere ts a Santa Claus

ES, dear children, there is « SANTA CLAUS.

you

ra was & reply in The New York Sun, »
reply which made Virginia O Hanlon h:m "
reply which in the years has made man rem
bappy. That r was in an editoria
pmhhm y gensrati ot to . B
reply which is a classic in WII and lhuﬁ
Each yoar m it was written for Virginia
News and Observer has reprimted it, and does
so aghin this year.

Here is the letter of inquiry:

Dear Editor: 1 am sight years old. Bome
my friends say there s no Bania

of Httle
ah-..l'-;um"l!mmﬂln‘l‘h-l-
‘s o lemse tell me the truth, ls there &
Banta Clmue 1

VIRGINIA O'HANLON,
1'S West Ninety-fifth Bireet

And here is the reply which was written:

“Virginia, your little friends are wrong. They
have been affected by the skepticiom of a skep-
tical sge. - They do not beliove ex they see.
They think that nothing can be which is not
comprebensible by their minds. All minds, Vir-
m‘:, whother they be men's or childrem’s, are

. In this great universe of ours man is a
mere insect, an ant in his intellect. as compared
with the boundless world about him, ss measured
by the intelligence capable of grasping the whole
or truth and knowledge.

. "Yes. Virginia. there is a Santa Claus. He
exists as certainly as love and generosity and
devotion exist., and you know that they abound
and give your life its highest besuty and joy.
Alas! How dreary would be the world if there
were no Santa Claus! [t would be as dreary as
if there were no Virginias. There would be neo
child-like faith then, no poetry. no romance, to
make tolerable this existence. Wao should have
no enjo t. sxcept in sense and sight. -The
w!"‘;l-'\ﬁlh which childhood fills the world
would be extinguished.

“Not believe in Santa Claue? You might as
well not believe in fairies] You might get your
papa to hire men to watch in all chimneys on
Christmas Eve to catch Senta Claus; but even if
they did not ses Santa Claus coming down what
would that prove? Nobody sees Santa Claus,
but that is mo sign there is no Santa Claus.
The most real things in the world are those that
peithar children nor men can see. Did you ever
woe fuiries dancing on the lawn? Of cours not,
but that's no proof they are not there. Nobody
can conceive or imagine all the wonders that are
unseen snd unseeable in the world.

- "¥You may tear apart the baby's rattle and see
what makes the noise inside, but there is & vail
cavering the unseen world which not the strong-
est man, nor even the united strength of all the
strongest men that ever lived could tear apart.
Only faith, fancy, poetry, love, romance, can
push aside that curtain and view, and picture the
supernal besuty and agony beyond. ls it all
real? Ah, Virginia, in -Ir this world there is
nothing elsa so real and abiding.

“*No Santa Claus! Thank E’.edl he livea and
be lives forever. A thousand years from now,
Virginia—nay, ten times ten thousand years

from now—he will continue to live and make

glad the keart of childhood.”

c '.”hu- in -
strengthening the military arm of the

@ This stere extends its best wishes to those
who have crowded its aisles during this bounti-

ful season. ‘

 We have studied your wants and have sought
to adapt our business to them.

 We thank you for the appreciation you have
shown, and wish you

|| State is the establishment in the Btate’s
Prison at Raleigh of an industrial de-

i; 21 yoars of age. Bend the others to the

M‘EW -
ARE PRESENTED BY
CITIZENS OF STATE

(Continued from page one)
give more than & hint of o

s to
tox
government. Others are just as em-
phatie in the other direction and ome
takes the view that a nstion should pre-
pare for worst as the surest way of
making peace certsia, while still an-
othor goes so far es to advoeate mill-
tary trainimg in the schools.

These Christmas expressions repre-
sent the thought of the people of North
Carolina. They voice the hopes and
fears for the Btate of many who have
earefully considered the Btate’s needs
Bome offer constructive net-
ting & toward which North Carolina
should rk. Omne of theae gives & com-
prehensive and advanced treatment of
the tax problem in a doten words as
follows: “System of taxation based
on real property, franchine, license, in
some and inherithnee” Another shows
how North Carclina ean set about to se-
cure the three big needs—bread, beauty
and brotherhood. A leading jurist re-
peats his wish, expressed by him before
on the bemeh and in the mewspapers, to
soe provision made at the Biate Prison
for the training of prisoners under 23
yoars of age. The meed for practical
eugenics is pointed out by the head of
one of the hospitale for the insane and
the duty to give posterity am even
chance is urged by the head of the
Btate's omly school for the abnormal.
Notieeable is the em is which in
placed on the schools fight to ban-
fsh illiterney from North Carolina is
several times reflectod in thess Christ-
mas expressions from patriotic Tar
Heels.

Many of the letters stress the oppor-
tunity and duty resting upen all st this
time to share their happiness with those
who have been less fortumate, while
others urge & closer conformity to the
Christian standard at all times as well
s during the Christmas season.

Christmasl
Christmas is the one holiday whose
spirit pervades all the earth. The day
of the Prince of Peace and the Redeemer
of the World. It brings universal re-
joleing, when loving kidness and for-
giveness swell the Suman heart; when
mystic aympathies sssert our brother-
hood, and men find blessadness in of-
ferings of friendship and in help and
comfort for all who are in danger, ne-
cessity and tribulation,
LOCKE CRAIG,
Raleigh, N. C.

Governor.
North Carolinae Arcoused.

Thanks to the giver of all good things,
North Carolina is aroused to seek the
blemsings of educstion—of the heart, of
the brain and the body. Bhe has he-
gun to work intelligently and earmestly
for the spread of religion, the training
of her children, for the development of
her resources, for facilities of intercom-
munication. May the good work guv om
increasingly.

KEMP P. BATTLE,
FProfessor Emeritus of History at the
Btate University.
Chapel Hill, N, C.

For International Fellowshlp.

Our new world greets the old with
the song of pesce and good will, and
with the prayer that out of all the strife
there may rome to all of us a finer
spirit of international fraternity and
fellowship than we have ever known.

T. W. MABON,

Garysburg, N. C

A New |mpulse Towards Christ.

1 eongratulste you on the paticnce
and cournge with which you have met
and Lorne the heary strokea of adverse
fortune and trust that a Happy Christ
mas and & prosperous New Yelr may
b yours. And may the Hirthday of the
Prinee of Peace bring to onr sinful and
distracted earth a new impulse to sub
mit to His love, and sech more earoestly
to love peace with all men

JOS, HLOUNT CHESHIRE,
Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of
Neorth Carolina.
Raleigh, N. O

Happiness for the Farmer.

The mavnper of farming by our anm
cestors was crude. the result happi
ness and contenfment, as expresped in
the following ballad

“("arn in the erib,
Money in the pocket,
A btinby in the eradle,
A pretty wife to roek t.7

Mas it ngmin be the agricultural eom

dition of North Carolina
W A GRAINAM,
State Commussionrr of Agriculture
Raleygh, N ¢

Better Chance for the Child.

By becoming a little ehild himself,
Christ dignified and glorified childbood
forever. The best way to make North
('nrolina an ioncreasingly better State ia
which to live and work is to give every
ehild, white and hlack, an increapingly
better chance to make the most poasible
of all that the Creator made of him and
of all that He has placed about him,

During the coming year and years
may every North Carelinian be moved
by the memory and leve of the Christ
child to do his part in giviag every little
child in the State an inereasningly befter
chanoe to be somebody and to do some-
thing bigger and better for himself-and
others. J. Y. JOYNER,
State Buperintendent of Public Tasftroe

tiom. =

Raleigh, N, C.

Prepare For The Worst.

“FPeace on earth, good will towards
men.” The sarest way to bring about
an era of peace is for peaccahle nations
to prepare for the worst. Men who are
prepared to maintain their righta rarely
have those rights invaded. Prepare for
the worst.

FRANCIS D. WINSTON,
United States District -Attorney.
Windsor, N. (.

Te Trala Yeauthful Prisoners

in mind for the help of others in the

pirtment for youthfnl erimindld ubder

farm and roads snd make this wse of
the commodious buld.uﬂ on hand.
' 0. H. ALLEN,

The most important thought 1 haved

the basis the building of a purer
and better soclal ovder in our Btate.

W. A. DEVIN,
Judge Bupertor Court.

Oxford, N. O.

. Twe Geuls Yo Be Btriven Fer.
Eeonombe :—fysbom of tazution based
on real property, franchise, license, in-
coms and” inheritance.

Moral: a of Christisnity
as both mud a moral code,
whose ideal fa realized only whea prin-
eiple and practies are convertible terms.

J. A. TAYLOR,
Wilmingtes, N. O,

We Should Share Our Blessings.

If Christmas commemaorates the great-
est gift of God to man, it should evoke
the blessed virtue of gratitude. The
irit of gratefulness may best be exem-
plified by making others sharers in all
the blossings we enjoy. If we have in.
tellectual tralaning, wide information,
knowledge, wisdom or power, we should
offer to our fellows the opportunity to
sequire the mme blessings. This is the
genuine § from the Christmas
season should abide with us.

JOHN H. BMALL,

Representative from the First Congres

Distriet.

slonal
Washington, N. O.

The Natiem At Peace.

While wé eelebrate the birth of Christ
this Christmas, we rejoice because our
nation is atl peace with the world. To
our rejoiting should Lo added the dis
tinetion of our ability to goverm our
selves. We are proud of our govern:
ment and our country because n our
elective and represontative system the
United States has rapidly become the
lead world power after whoss wuys
tem vernment other nations have
fashioned thelrs
H. L. GODWIN,
Representative from the Bixth Con-
gressional District,
Duse, N. C. .

——

Gratitede, Regrel, Purpese.

Qratitude for what our people and

Btate have achieved ; regret for what we

have left umdome; rescluts and loywl

purpose for what is still o be done, with

intelligent dissontent with things as
they are,

GEORGE W, LAY,
Presidest 8t Mary's Behool

Raleigh, N_ Q.
Feor Bell-Elimination,
The true Christmas wspirit is love

Belfishness has mo part in the celebra
tion of Christmas It Is distinctively
& love-fest—the eelebirntion of the birth
of Him who eaid that of all the eom.
mandments the greatest and Arwt is love
for one’s neighbor, Not necossarily for
the one who lives nexat door, but for
one who may need sympathy and chrer

If & spirit of this kind should domi
nats our peopls, the uplift and happi
ness of all the people of North Carclina
would be assured.

This idea may be considered Utopian,
but it is omly by the elimination of
self that a Btats or people can become
Ereat.

GEO. E. HOOD,
Representative for the Third Congres
sional Distriet.

Goldsboro, N. C

Prolong the Christmas Beason.
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ners of the earth.

shines on mountain and on moor.

' Christmas
Greetings

l
{ A Kindly Light illuminates the farthest and darkest cor- !

Boylan-Pearce
Company..........

In the blessed lands of peace and in
countries racked and scarred by battle the Spirit of Love
The Still Small voice
is heard above the cannon's roar; in palace and hovel its
message of fraternity echoes, while all pause to listen. On
ships at sea, in crowded streets, on lonely farms, the senti- "
ment which makes the whole world kin strikes the chords '
of every human heart. Humbly and reverently we wish 3
for all the world A Merry Christmas; prayerfully we say : !
“Peace on Earth, Good Will to All Men.™
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great thing it would le for Haleigh if
all of us would adopt, as & walehword,
thia mentiment, with its spirit of optl
mism and uowselfishnesa, and thus pro-
long throughout the coming year this

happy Christmias scason of peace and
goodwill. Let's try.
(iF0. J. RAMREY,
I'resident Peace Institute,
Raleigh, N U,

Asks the Christ Spirit.

thin goud Btate. We need better roads,
hetter und longer schools, more real re
ligion and less sectarianism. more civie
pride in our communities and less erit-

icinm of those who do not agree with oa
With joy, peacs and plenty at home let
us remember this Is perhaps the sed
dest Christuias the sun ever shone upon,
becauss the Christ Bpirit has been lost
among people who had a good chanee 1o
manifest it. Lot us not crivelse Europe
over much, leat we ln thin happy state

1 received a letter the other day '
wigned “Cheerfully yours” What a| We have mueh to be thankful for in | lose the Christ spirit. May we loday
7 \
— A\

— )\

Judge Saperior Court.

The

Yarborough

HOTEL

To all its Friends who have been Guests
under its roof in 1915
The busiest year of its career
WISHES |
A Very ‘Merry Christmas and | .
A Happy New Year
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remember with tenderness Him whe

was able to command more than twelve

legions of angels to his aid, yet would

not do it, but trusted His canse to that

Power atwve thal wields eternal justice,

May this spirit pervade us as a Biate

and es a nation This will bring the
real eelebratian of the Christ

THOMAR NEWLIN,
President of Guilford Collage, *
Guilford College, N. O, -

i
K

Falr Start for Posterity.

Around the birth of the Habe of Beth-
lehem hang all our hopes for the prese
ent nod the future It brings God imte
closer relation with childhood and moth-
erhood. May future parents so live—
pure, physieally and mentally—tha$
their posterity may have an even stard
in life. . RANES MeNAIRY,
Ruperintendent Hichurd Caswell Traime

ing School

Kinstou, N. C.

Froaperity Imposes Dutles
Peare and good will!  As a nation
can join jJoyfully im this Christ
greeling. We shouldl be very tham -
to God for His goodness to us and
that he grant this blessing speedily tg
all natious. The past year has beeq
good for us and places upon us ne €
nation and individuals very great privik
leges and Jdutics for the roming year.
JAMES R. YOU'NQ,
Riate Insurance Commissioner.
Raleigh, N O,

Show The Christ Spirit.
I#t Christman truly represent !.u
birth of our Lord. A Christmas
tiquor rowdylsm is & desecration of
Any of “peace and good will to men.
1 am Iad that the heathen idea of Christs
man {8 passing and the Christian {dea is
prevalling. Cn that day dont make
vourself & brute, hut make some
elwe bappy by showing the Christ
R. L. DAVIA
HBupt. Biate Anti Saloon League
Haleigh, N C.
To Be Saved From Seclfishnesa
Bounteous _ggops, scientific  boalth
achievemonts, wise educational develop-
wient may in themselves be hindrances

to vital progress for a nation. Only ae
its vitireun use these things properly eam
real forsard steps be taken. ¢ should

thank God for the ever-increasing spirfd " * ©
of Lrotherhood, directing from 1 eitas
del of men's souls in the profitable im-
vestment of God's bounty and blessings
We should continually heseech Him thal,
in the presence of abounding pr-#
we may in the spirit of Christiane
be maved from the curse of selfishnons
in the enjoyment thercof.

W. A. HARPER.

President of Elon Collegy.

Eion College. N. C.

Greater Physical Eficlency. 4

“(3od bless us everyone” with gresber E

physical efficiency—without which &

permanent eivilization is impossibley =
with which a permameng civilizatiom §8

~

inevitable, W. B. RANKIN,
Btate Health Oficar, .
Raleigh, N. Q. N
Christian Principles Regmant. -

As we celebrate the anniversary off
the birth of Christ, we should be 0
ecedingly grateful that the pri B
of life and living which He gave the =
world are becoming more and more Degs
nant in the Jives of the :itinl_b_g‘ :

JULITS 1. FOUBT, ]
President State Normal College, =
. Qreensboro, K. C. 'Y

Education Aguimst Mistakes.
1f our people could be edwented
to take ese of ‘theif mental and- Servs
powers through proper

-

-




