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The News and Observer

Published every day In the year by
NEWS AND OBSERVER FUBLIAN.
ING COMPANY

STATEMENT TO THE PUBLIC.
Hince the day that Mr. Daniels be-
came Secretary of the Navy I have
been the editor of The News and
Observer and responaible for all ita
editorial expreanions. Not one time,
but many dosens of times bhaa this
paper discumed national topios. .
Attempts have ueen made to fix
responsibility mpon the Secretary
of the Navy fer the stterances of
The News and Observer, In writ.
ing wpon national .loplc- as well as
other topien 1 have been entirely

Associated Press Reporis

BUBSCRIFTION PRICE:
Papable in Advanes

Entered st the Porioffics st Ralelwh,
North Caraling, st second-clase matier,

Al unsigned communications will bhe
Mo manuseriple will be re-
turned wnless sccompanied by postage

MORNING TONIC

Viett )
It But the thousandth
true wisdom w0t down i hook ned
printed page were hoeded and acted
upon by wankind, this ol woerld would
be & paradise

part af thae

FUNCI_.E_WM:‘I-‘-M;SON J

., OF PAPER,

The men whoe make the white priat
paper ure trying oul s gel.rich eaper,
Neo pent-up Lilca contracts them, and
no sane slatute counteracis them. They
view Ye Printer's 'prntnlu sourly, and
keop on ralsing prices hourly. Al meen
.they mend the price up higher, and
langh to scorn the frenzied buyer; and
fn the selemn midnight watchea, they
valse the price & few more motches.
There Is no reason for this plunder, for
doubling prices up like thunder, mave
that the paper sharks are greedy, and
are not loath to sirip the needy, From
overy section of the nation come cries
of grief and agitation, from publishers
and kindred colonels, who nay they must
suspen'd their journals, and take |In
washing for a livin', unless relief to
them ls given. The paper makers hear
the voaring, and see the flood of briny
pouring—ihe storm of wrath around
them thickens—and ralse the price, to
beat the dickens. Before the finish of
this ‘s Yall behold, methinka,
oo Q‘i}.r Wle.old- tme spile

near the gloeamy
seaphouse portal, and draw a free and
filling ration provided hy n weeping
nation.

Hope it was a buppy one

rosclutions  go  wnfo

Don't lot
tho discard today

S SR
Jox! Tomorrow we have the Lagisla-

$mre with us!

vour

The song of the office secker “J

Am A Candidate.”

The Statesmen are gathering i Hal
_eigh.

Today gives the second to the motion
that this be u lappy New Year

10} appears to be on ‘dhe eards that
Pancho Villa proposes to make this a
Hoppy New Yeur for one V. Curranii

Ko, Pauline, the Congressinnal “pork
harrel” does not contain the results of
& hog-killing time.

_ Thore will be a henvy wear unil tear
on the bulton holes in the lubhien of the
Raleigh liotels today

Some of the folke just hunted n
Jast yenr's lost New Year's Resoluti
nnd adopted them again.

“Poare hath her wvictories™ but she
doss not seem 1o be winning them over
h El!?b[le.

© We take it that mround the Stals
Qapitol the present view is that “The
salary’s the thing”

—_— e —

4 "I s evident.that over in Kurope bp

fore peace is somo of tho, belliger.
. femts think thut things will have to go

Ih pieecos,

If the people of Raleigh cab't get rid
of that ramshackle old market house
Pmilding ony other way why not ask
thoe Legislature to take & hand in the
pame t
" You may talk about “Ring out the
Jold, ring in the new® all yon pleass,

© . But on Leap Year chances nre gone till
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o
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3920 wint the girle want to know is
“whether gold rings for an engagement!

But perhaps with the price of egg
the high gear tho chicken erop this
muy be larger. Editor “Jeema”

, of the Wilmington Dispateh,
expert on Wrightsville Beach

o

i .

B Breeding places for fliea and mosqui-
are those old stables om Bouth
y street, Tt i spid that the
dings have been condemned for
y monthe. Why dou't the City Com.
gt & move on and have

LY

paper
The attempt mow to criticize him

ible for the peolicy of this

for what the paper says is no more
justified thsn It would be justifiable
to eriticize Secretary Danlels for
any other editorial in The Newn and
Observer. The paper discnsses
freely and fully public questions
withoot suggestion or intimation of
Mr. Daniels,

EDWARD E. BRITTON,
Fditor The News and Obeerver.

0, K. FOR THE STATE.

The Genern!l Assembly of 1017, which
cotivenen tomorrow, will eater upon its
duties finding the Btatn in excellent
rondition, its affaire having been man-
nged with fidelity and ability by the
men who have been put in ehurge of the
oconduct of the government nnd of the
various institutions which beloug to the
Htate.

This is the usual story in North Caro-

lina when a Democratic’ Genernl As
sembly guthers following two or four
yoars of Demoeratie control of the State,
for under the direction of that party
thowe who have bean put into position
have been meén who have had the ability
and the enorgy to conduct the matters
entrusted to them so as W win rom-
mendation for the excellener of the work
done.
The financinl affuirs of the Btate are
in fine shape, there being now & surplas
on hand, whila there are other funds
to come in before thers is a final ac-
counting. In & largn Jdegree the varions
institutions have lived well within their
means, while thern has becn & stemdy
improvement in the elass of work done
In them. ‘The Btate's Prison, which in
the daye of Republican eontrol was a
burden upon the taxpayers, is now &
money muking institution, the reports
showing that there has been 130,000
clenred in the past year.

Eftivicury has morked the Democrutie
record of administration in the Ntate
and in the Nation, and that rocord has
bedn endorsed by~ tha” peopld wt the
polls, It is beenuse the Democratie
party of North Caroling las been true
to the people that it has remained in
power since 1900, anl just so long as
it follows this course we may fecl aw
suredd that North Carolina s geing to
remain in the Demoeratic column, In
contrast with it the Republican party
is in a pitiable condition. !

The sussion of the General Assembly
which begine tomorrow ia expected to
mensure up to a high water murk of
sorvice to the peoply. There will be
measures of the progressive kind before
it, and ihere I8 t!i-- --uni‘nl_rnl, feeling
that it will go forward in' legislation
which will prove of increased value to
the prople, . 1t ones such legislation
to them beeause of the continped eon
fidenes they have pat in the Democratic
party, and we have no doubt but that
their expectations will  be  realized
Demoeraey  has continusd to grow in
North Carolina and in the General As.
semhbly of 1017 it has the power to add
to the stremgth of that party by a wise
use of the power which has been put
in_ita hanis.

AN ABSENTEE VOTING LAW.

That in wll fairness to the voler there
should be an abmentee vote luw should
not need argument, for the justice of
this is manifest on its face. Evory eiti.
ren who desires to voto should be given
the opportunity, s matter which is not
difficult to arrange.

The absence from home of the Na
tional Guardsmen on the border at the
timo of the clection for President in
November sharply directed attention to
the need for a law by which absentees
frow the Btate could vote. Some few
States already had the machinery for
soeh voting, and in one other State at
loast the matter was held as so urgent
that thers was a special seasion held to
provide a means hy which the absent
militia might vote.

North Carclina needs sueh a law, one
that will take care of all cases in which
by reasom of business the voter is
foreed to be away from his home on
election day. For years there has been
a fecling that there ought to be some
provision for saving large expenses of
travel to eitisens of the Piats tempor-
arlly absent from it whose desire to
vote caused them to returm home for
that special cause. In other-words vol-
ing ought to be made easy for the quali-
fled voter, and opportunity ought to
be given for every qualified voter in and
out of the State to cast his vole. :

Btate or county or city. It should be a
law withont red tape of the perplering
kind, one that ean be readily under
stood and obeyed.

We hold that such a plan for absen-
tee voling is the due of the qualified
voter, and we focl eertaln that the pas-
sage of & law to provide for this will
moet the approval of the people of the
Btate.

JUSTICE FOR THE GUARD.

The public is not golag to be swept
off its feet by the adverss eriticism of
the National Ouward by officers of the
regular army, for in all parts of the
country there is recogmition that the
men who forg what may bo termed eur
eitizen soldiery are patriotic, that they
desito to serve their country, that they
have maintained for long years military
organizations under  circuroslances
which ealled for personal saerifice, and
in many cases for financial losaex

Voiee 1o the general feeling that
there is too severe eriticiom of the Na-
tional Guard is being givem by the
newspapers throughout the country, and
the men from the varlous Btates who
have done wervice on the Mexiean bor
der can feel that they have friends im
all seetions who are not going to hear
them condemned without raising & voice
in apposition. It is realised that under
new eonditions justies is not being done
the Nationa! Guard by e wholesle con-
demnatiom of It. No one expected the
military orgasisations of the Btates to
‘be in the trim of the companies of the
regular srmy, for tho membera of these
have served years with the life of a sol-
dier as their regular oecupation. With
National Guardsmen service has been a
matter of patriotism,

Giyen time, we believe that the Na-
tionzl Guard could measure up to all
the requirements made of it, and we
agrea with the New York World which
mys: “Regular army offcers arn dis-
posed to Lo too hasty in proclaiming
the Natinnal Uuard system an olter
failure,” that paper saying further:

The Natlonsl Guard regimonts
that were sept to the Mexican bor-
der last spmmer wero the produet
of the Diek aet, which was about to
be superseded by the new Hay law,
Yet in active service in the field Lhe
New York regiments won high
praise, na Major Gemeral O'Byan
testifies, from officors of the regu
lar army for their proficlency.
This State had maintained = libersl
paliey toward the National Guard.
Its officers and men were drawn
from the profesaions and business,
many of them exceptionally trained
and in cojoyment of high mlaries
in eivil Life, It was inevitable
when they were mustered into the
Federnl sorvier that they should
make n geod showing for intelli
gence and sdaptability, They were
not the kind of wolunteers that
usually are attracted to the reeruit-
iug offieon of the United Blates
army. They were rather of the
rlass of wen whoso work at Platts-
burg General Leonard Wood has se
freely pruised.

To disparuge the National Guard
is ensy lut unfair. A better sys-
tem of obtaining troopn must bo
devised, but the reason is not to be
found in the failure eof the Guard
to do its duty.

The Fhilsdelphia Record is amother
paper which speaks out in behalf of the
National Guard. Stating that the Ad-
jutant QGeneral of Massachusetts, irri-
tated by efforts of regular army officers
tn diseredit the militia, says that he is
realdy to “"take mny six companies of
tho Massachusetts Nationa! Guard and
mareh and shoot them against uny six
companies in the regular infantry,” it
deelares that the same elaim could be
wade for the Guardsmen of Penusyl
vania and some other States, further
suving in regard to the matter: “It is
poor poliay in the advoeates of univer-
sal military mserviee or a big reserve
army to rua down the National Guard.
This bas alrendy ecaused a reaction
which may block their plans. Gemer-
ous recoguitiom of the exeellont sery-
ices of the Guard would lessen the fric.
tiom which has already risen at Wash-
ington over the too oftem offrnsive tone
adopted by members of the Generanl
Btaff In advocating their especial poli-
“I' . ~

THE MEXICAN QUESTION,
At all times [N Qdiseussing the question

of what this country should do with re-

gard to Mexieo im the varying aspects
of attempted settlements of affairs with

that country " it must be remembéred

{hat the ohject of the United States is
to see established in that conntry a sta-
ble government on strong constitutional

lines caring for the imterests of the|.

people. .

In other words we are sesking to
have law and order and juostice take
the place of confusion, inequalities and
injustice. We waat to see a really rep-
rescutative government that will stand
upon its feet in tho interests of the
people. Becauso of that hope, and
that we are dealing with a people who
are not of the thought of our peopls,
we must bo patient in working out the
problem.

That we have been hurt because of
comditions in Mexico all agres, but with
that agreement thers is mome that

preted. We think that he is absnlufely
in error ax to his position in secking to
have the forces under Gen. Pershing
withdraw. This country will keep them
im Mexieo Jjust so long na it appears
that their presence is neeessary to safe
guard American lives and Amerienn in-
terestr.

What we soem to fall to impross upon
the Mexican mind is that we want to

p Mexice, that we have no ulterior
dewigns upon its  sovereiguty The
Mexican juwt can’t get sar viewpoint
FPor that reason the wise conrse is be
ing followed in going slow with him,
and in being patient, at the same time
pril’ aur eyes wide open to the Vills
and brigand situation. Time given Car
rapza to meet our plans will not be time
wasted,

THE STATE-WIDE PRIMARY.

This week there will meet in Raleigh
Lhe firet General Assembly of the Btate
sineo the passage of the State wide pri
mary law, and thera will be disnssion
of that mensure doring the session.
Certain it is thaut there are some in the
State who are not satisfied with such o
law and that they wonld like to see
it eloared off the slate,

Bat in oppewition te any such pro
gram are the people of North Carolina,
for they have found in the Blate-wide
primary law something which places di-
rectly in hunds the eéontrol of
politieal affairs, and they are not going
to surrender whut they have nluad.
The_primsry law in North Carolina is
going to stick,

Changes that will miuke it stronger
are peeded, just ux there s peeded an
eleetion law which will further pro
tect the peoplo. That there is to be o
fight ta have enacted a law providing
for the Australian ballot appears cer
tain. But whatever is dome the pri
mary and the elections should be in
that shape ns to make for the fres and
untrammeled exercise of the franchise.

That the primary law uneeds rorree-
tions in trur. Tt v not & porfect law.
But any clabges thit are made shonld
make the law a stronger and a hetter
law. In this matter the people and the
preas should speak out without delay,
and let it o known that there must be
nothing done that would eripple the
law,

Bussia is the galner nayway. HRussian
statesmen aro quofed as maying that
“With the war and without vodka, Rus.
sia I8 richer than with vodks and with-
out the Prohibition pays every
time

North ('urolina Demoerats should be-
gin tho New Yeur right, Those who are
ablo shoull send a eheek tomorrow to
Hugh MarRae, Wilmington, to be ap-
plied on that $300,000 debt due by the
Demoeratic Netioral Committes.

Tip on the Speaker of the House:
On good authority we can state that
the Demorcratic cavcus will name the
winmer, and that it will be Murphy
or Pago or Roborts. We name them
in alphabetival order.

The view of the National Tribone of
Washington is that “The Rumanian de-
fense conld hardly huve been worse
managed Ly the Hepubliean National
Committee.,” Thut's rubbing it in some,
all right.

( sPIRIT OF THE PRESSj

The Male.

Bpringticld Republican,

The mule is not ouly obliged to play
his part in every war, but a diseovery
has been made regarding bim  across
the oeeun that meuaeces his freedom of
speech everywhers, Other prople may
not admire the hray of the mule, bt
his frequont and romplaisunt use of it
shows his own high estimate of thix
power. It was feit on the Freneh front
that the braying of the nule at incon
venient moments constituted o draw
back that must in some way he over
come, and so veterinary experta were
wet to ealving the problem of produciog
& brayless mule, and we are told that
snocess has crowned thelr efflorta. After
study and expariment it was discovered
that a slight operation on the nostril

their

wur.'”

mules detined for the front are mado
mute by this process. This eountry
mever expectod to hear of such an
achievement us the French veterinar-
fang have to their credit, without auy
regard for the feelings of the ehiof
party in interest. The mnle's nseful-
ness as A warrior hus mo donbt heen en
hanced by the discovery, but the elimi
mation of hik ¢Mef rhuracteristee -nlght
be «challenged as an iwexcusable ovut
rag® upon a faithful servant of moan
kind:

When The War Will End.

New York World.

Whatever Great Hritain, Franee and
RBussia may do, there will be no peace
until Germany aeceptg the terms of the
Hon, Gussie Gardner, of Mussachusotts,
and gives him persosal guarantees for
the future.

The Kaiser aund the Chancellor will
find thess terms in m concurrent reso-
Tation which Benator Lodge’s son-in-law
has introdueed in the House, and while
bhis demands may <eem harsh evem to
disciples of Schrecklichkeit, they are no
harsher than the victories which Gussle
Guardner has won in the fleld givd him
the right to impose

If Germany refuses or quibblos, Mr,

t to the last

mehman and

While thero is & soli

tary allied soldier loft to hold & muskest

or chuck a bomb, he will battle along
undapnted wad nndismayed.

We cannot tell what action Great

had the desired effeet, so that now wll |

il T— — e

GET HIM !

r RACY OF THE SOIL J

Golden Eggn
RBeidaville Review

Miss Mollie Carroll, nenr Rewlsville,
hax a Rhode Island Red pullet that was
ton amall for a broiler June 1. Aliput
Octuber 1 the pullet began lsving and
has furnished w nice, fresh egg every
day sinee

A Pig Producer.
Mooresville Enterprise,

Mr. J. F. Wiggina was in bSaturday
and reported & very unususl happening
at his place., e has a brood sow that
has delivered thirty pige in  eleven
months, and tweely tighth of the pige
Hved and madn first-iate porkers,

[TAR HFEL BRAINLETS |
.

In these strenupus times of high cost
of living they are going to reduce the
salarivs of baseball players. Look like
it would be just the reverse of that—
Greenshoro Hecord.

" e s

A luncheon used to eonsist of @ dahb
of this and a dab of that, but most of
the dab has been cut out here of lute,

~Wilmington Star

What has become of thie old-fushion-
ed farmer who kicked when he couldn't
get B centw a pound for liver pudding?
The new-fushioned farmer in getting 16
centx, and liver pudding & scarce st
that.— Fuyetteville Ohserver,

[ smiLk AnD BE HAPPY

ORIOIN OF
FUEL

Teaoher ~

farence betwean

extra
1t

Iandlorad
charged

because

A Monstrosity

By SAVOYARD

I'rivilege is the bane of governments,
and by privilege s meant o special wl-
vantage conferrdd on one interest at
the expense of wiotlier joterest just as
worthy, The tax on oleomirgarine iz 8
eare incpaiue nidd it i a not unimport
ant fuctor that works to ineresse the
cont of hising in s ut this
time. The anthority B tax is
conferred on Congress by seetion X, of
Artiele 1, wl-the Faleeal Constitution,

which reads:

vulintry
to levy

“UCongress shull have povdier to lay and
colloct tuxes, dutios sl excises to puy
common
the

the debts=and prosvude for the
defonse and  poneral weltare  of
United States
and exciges shall be uniform throughout
tho United States™
The word be

somie importanee in thit passage. Co
gress has wo power to by a tax unless
the authorities collect thut tax, and it
was uever intendod to edlloet the olea
margarine tax. It was laid to destroy
n legitimute industry in order that the
profits of mnother industry, mno more
worthy, might be increased, At the
time the oleomargurine tax was levied
the federal treasury was embarrassed
by un cnormons surplus, that even a &
praved and prodigal Congress was not
able to squander,  Sa the title of the
messure, A bl to mise revenns,” was
n barefaeed lie, and the biggest fool in
Congress uf that time knew it wus n
lie—nny, Congress confessed That it wis
nttontion wus enllod o it by
tden. Growvenar, of Ohio, ane aof the
lemdors of the purty i power at the
Prime, bt Congress pissed 12 off 48 a
trivinl mntter—this _thing of solemnly
Fieting o die and writing B into the
law of the laud

Tt oll duties, imposts

uf

feulleet™

ought to

a lwe, Tor

. . .

This infamy was perpetrated in the
name of the farmer. It was assumed
that every farmer was a dairyman, and
that is another lie, for not 20 per cent
of farmers sell milk or butter, All
farmers have cows, but their yield of
wmilk and butter, in fonr eases of five,
is consumed by the family. In fart,
the oleomargurine tax was  for  the
henefit of the Butter Truszt, nhont the
most rapaelond and consrirnesloss trust
thers s, The Cougress. that ennated
this atrocity was Hepoblican; hut it
would have failed without support from
the. Demoeratie side, somo of 1t from
the Bouth, too, Tregret tor sy, oy

In several Congresses Joseph G, Can-
non fought the thing, and lis econduet
cost him the Bpeakership when Tom
Reed rotired, The Butter Trust, to
punish him, brought cut Hopkins, of
Iilinois, for Speaker agninst him, wod
that is how it happensd that Dave Hen-
|derson beat Uncle Joo for Speaker of
Ithe Fifty-pixth Congress. Ultimately
the Bufter Trust hullied Cannon into
voting for the cnormity, eise he had
never boen Bpepker. John Daleell, of
Peansylvania, ofe of the very superior
| intellocts of HiF iy, voted aguinst the
| oleomargarine tax, but that was due to
the fact that tens of thovssnds of labor.
ing men of Pittsburgh, his home, pre-
ferred oleomargarine to butter for the
table. Grogvenor, of Ohlo, also oppesed
it: but that was the Democracy Intent
in his wystem, for until the repeal of
the Ksansss-Nebraska hill, he, like
Giovernor Morton, of Indiana, and thou.
sands of other Republicans, was a*Dem-
unt.‘

The aioomsrnrin" ::lln were
sourvy set, wnid enpablo-of -every-
tlon, The law required them to
their goods a8 oleomargarine.

; i but howt
: “gleomnrgarine”

eorner
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ed on it. They did not pretend to ad-
vocate the tax on its merits; bat they -
dwelt om the fraud practiced by the
oleomargarios fellotws in- evading the
luw that required the hranding of their
goods. But for that the Butter Trust
woukl have been defeated and the bill
would have failed.

The Butter Trust showed what a hog
It isin another way. It appears that
vleomargarioe was given a rich goldom
tint by a wholesome and barmless color-
g matter, the inyentipn of the eleo,
matmrine  manufacturers The hill
lesying the tax prohibited the eolering
of vlcomurgarine under a penalty of
10 eonta s pound, bot allowsd the But.
ter Trust to use it free, and you can bat
they huve emploved it to make attraet-
ive ty the eye tens of millions of pounds
of wferior butter. How ts that for
stealing?  They appropriate to  their
awn use B discovery of another, and
fina that other heavily for using his
own property.

a =

Possibly it was in 1660 that the ge-
niul, attractive and worthiess wseamp,
Charles I, became King of England.
Though his people had ecut off his
dwldy's head, young Charles enjoyed
the day he was erowned more of the
loyalty of his sobjects than any other
individual who ever mnscended the Eng
lish throne. The dogma of right di
vine prrevailed all drer the sontinent of
Enrope and took on what looked like
new life in Englind. Privilege waa
rumpant, and the King conld make a
fasorite of suyone he chose,

And hie wus oot slow to exercisa the |
prerogmtive.  Among others, Barbara
Palmer basked in the samiles of  the
court,  She wia an wtterly worthless
wonn, yet mijestic in her emuberan!
and voluptusus physical beguty. 8he
became the King's favorite, He ereated
Wer o eountess, and later she became a
ducheas. A large pension was granted
her, anid labor paid every peany of i

- - - L]

Ail the lawyers in Philudelphia ean
not discover one bit of difference be-
tween the pension paid Barbara Palmer
from the publie purse of England and
the privilege granted to the Butter
Trust by the oleomargarine tax, so far
us the principle of the thing js eon
cermed.  Indeed, the oleomargarine tax
4 the more vicious privilege of the two
Charles and his mercenary mistress
lived two centuri¢d and = half age,
whken prerogative was an  accepted at-
tribute of royslty, Under the law he
hmd a right to do as he did do; but
there i as little law ns there is justice
in this oleomargarine tax that makes
the unlovely Butter Trust a favorite
ol our govermment. L

- - - L ]

Represantative Aswell, of Louisiana,
is secking a repeal of the outrage; but
the voracious trust is vigilast and ex.
pects to make its hold on privilege the
firmer, Mr. Aswell, in an interview the
other day, said:

“The Butter Trust is trying to hive »
bill passed fixing a standard of eolor
so white as to preveat the use of .
nut and cotton-seed oll, and to
the flavor by prohibiting
butter in oleomargarine.
destroy the busimess and
people, mostly peor pérsoms, of
than 130,000,000 poun
It would not add &

it
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't




