. seribed by him then has actually come;
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warmer Tuesday west portion,
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GERMANS DESTROY THREE AMERICAN SHIPS;
NATION-WIDE RAILRO:

UNOFFICIALLY ADMITTED IN
WASHINGTON THAT VIRTUALLY
STATE OF WAR NOW EXISTS

ALREADY ARMING AMERICAN SHIPS;

\

SENDING WARSHIPS

Some of Highest Officia

as Power to Declare That a State of
War Exists—No Indication That He Will Fol-
low Such a Course—Dispatches Indicate That
Were Sunk With Complete Dis-
regard for Safety of Those on Board.

(By the Associated Press)

President

All Three Shi

Washington, March 18.—W

ruthless destruction of three unarmed American merchantship-

by submarines, it was unofficia

virtually a state of war exists between the United States and

Germany. :
Technically the United States
neutrality.

ing branch of the government,
cided.

One step the President is contemplating is a call for an im-

mediate session of Congress to

thority to adopt aggressive measures against the submarine

menace,
Alreadv American ships are

selves. The next move must be to send warships with orders

to seek out submarines and clea

Some of the highest officials of the goyernment hold that the
executive has the power to declare that a state of war exists
roceed with aggressive protective steps pending the

and to

assembling of Congress. There

the President will follnw that course.

Of the three ships destroved.

ward bound. and all were American built. American owned and
officered and manned-lar~elv by American citizens.
dispetches indicate that all were sunk with complete disregard
for the safety of those on board, and that many of the ctew

may have been lost.

& .

Whether this shall be changed before April 16,
the date fixed for a special session of Congress, the war mak-

The News

e ——— e —

MAY BE NEXT MOVE

ls of Government Hold

ith the announcement of the

lly admitted here tonight that
remains in a position of armed
President Wilson has not de-
hear an address asking for au-
being armed to defend them-

r the trans-Atlantic lanes.

is no indication, however, that
two were unloaded and home-

Meager

Definite Poliey Necessary. v

Today’'s developments brought the gov-
ernment fuce to face with the problem
of formulating a delinite policy for the
nation in case the United Btates actu-
ally enters the war. This posaibil ty
was menitioned by the President i lus
inangural address Mareh 5.

All of the conditions outlined hy the
President in his message announcing tiw
diplomatie break with Germany as lead-
ing to m state of armed neutrality have
now been fulfilled. 't he “overt act” de-

if in fact it had not been ecommitted
when the President went before Uoa-
gress. Bince then he has established &
state of armed neutrality without jhe
specifie authority of Cougress,
President Wilson was out sutomobil-
ing when the first Associnted Fress dis-
patches telling of the three disasters
came in quick succession. Through See- |
retary Tumulty he was given all avall-
able facts immediately on his return,
Beveral hours later official reports
came from Consul Frost at Qu:enstown
and Consul General Skinner st London, '
telling of the minking of the City of,
Memphis, the Vigilaneis and the Il-
linois. These dispatehes confirmed press
reports but added few detailn.
International lawyers and econstitu-
experts here showed no hesitancy

Alonal
tonight in saying that President Wilson

bas full authority to interpret as an
set of war and announce that this coun- '
try comsidors that an actual state of
war exists by reeson of Gormanys
flagrant assaitlt on American shipping.
Sueh sction would be subject to the
approval of Congress.
ite the “l.l:nohd 2:&?. ?f bl;l
passenger liners like the California ant
the L:E:onin. the jeopardizing of Amer.
jeans om nearly a score of other vessels,
and the sifking of the=cs athas beet
can ships, the Housatanie, the Lyman
M. Law, and the Ajguuguu, sdice s
unrestriected warfare began some offi-
sials  inspired .by the Presldent’s an
gounced reluctance to believe that Ger-
many would earry through her threat.
have elupg desperately to the Kope that
pome slight respect for international
taw might still be shown.
German sea warfare may fairly be
stated, however, to have surpassed even
! ia foreeasts here,

With the certainty that th's
eountry heeome imvolyed in hos-
Hlitien with Germany, even if only for
the wdﬂ.l-!a:a-l:
Europe, are scanning
news with the serutiny, An ad-
m;am fmtmoa'hﬁw

now studied keen
orness borne of & MM.,;
may have a direet effect on America’s
 history. .
. The : developments of
1 - 'Il'. pwer tn 2 o |
. f Bin own in the

“‘“““?‘ TR e |

owing the falof Bagiiad ia the Br't-

wrths on the west fromt, the pro-war
evalution in Roesin, threats of inter.
wl troubhles in Germanv, and Chinn'
wyersnee of relations, hova. ed to
~nvines mneny ohssrvers that the be
inning of the end is near,

The Cerman retreat in France is not
vit necopted as more than strategie,
owever. The Ruossinn revolution, too.
& ndmitted to ho'd possihilities of conn-
*er-revalution which will grestly erip:
nle the military efficiency and in some
quarters it is held confidently that Ger-

(Continued on Page Foar.)

NEGROFS SUBSCRIBE TO
FUND FOR BELGIAN BABIES

N

Asheville, March 18.—At 8 mass
meeting of negroes, held at the Y. M.
I., the eolored Y. M. C. A, of Ashe-
ville, today, funds sufficient to
“ndopt” fifty Belgian babies for
three months were subscribed, The
subseription was on the basis of $1
a month to feed one of the starving
tots, and was raised, half by the
Y. M. L. and half by the negro
schools and churches of the city, The
meeting was enthusiastie from start
to finish, and the subsecriptions eame
rapidly after several short talks by
white speakers, pointing oat the
needs of the Belgian babies. Each
church and school, pledged eertain
amounts and the Y, ;l L, raised $75
on the spot, White societies have
raised o connlderable amount for thig
purpose.

L " i
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STRIKE CALLED OFF!

: Best
© . Medium in B |

PRICE: FIVE CENTS, -

GITY OF MEMPHI3
JUNKSATURDAY

Had the Stars and Stripes
Painted on Both of Her
Sides

CREW LEAVE IN BOATS

Given Fifteen Minutes by U-
Boat To Leave Ship; Ger-
mans Then Sent Torpedo,
Tearing Great Hole in Side
of Vessel; Not All the Small
Boats Yet Rescued

(By The Associated Preass.)

London, March 18—The Ameriean
steamship City of Memphis, which left
Cardiff Friday in ballast for New York,
was sunk Saturday whom she left port.
The City of Memphis had the stars and
stripes painted on both sides. Bhe on.
countered a submarine about 5 o'clock
Baturday evening. The German com-
mander ordered the captain of the
stenmer to leave his ship within fiftesn
minutos,

The entire erew entered five boats
and the submarine then fired a torpedo
which struck the vesse]l on the starboard
side, tearing a great hole through which
the sea poured. The steamer scttled
down quickly and foundered within a
few minutes,

Duricg the mnight the boats hecame
separated, and at 4 o'clock Sunday morn.-
ing three bo.t ecrews were picked up
by a patrol vessel and landed. These
boats contalned 33 men, mostly Ameri-
eans.

All the officers.were Americars, The
officers believe that the other boats will
e reseued,

Had Adventurous Career.

New York, Mareh 18, —Forty-eight
men who were Americans by birth or
Ly naturalistion and nine others, sev-
eral of whom were belioved to be natur-
alited Americans, comp.ised -the crew
of the American {reight steamship City
of Memphis, eported from Losdén to-
day as having been sunk by shell-fire,
The vessel itself, valued a* $800,000, had
weathered safely many adventures ia
European waters on previous voyagoes
s.ace the war began,

Jwned by the Ocen:. Steamship Com-
sany, commonly known as the Bavannah
Line, the City of Memphis, of 5,232 tons,
gross, sailed from New York January 23,
earrying 9,651 bales of eottonm wvala
at $600,000. This she Jelivered at Havre,
France, and was on her way Yome 'n
ballest when sunk.

Her captain was L. P. Borum of Nnr
folk, Va., where he was born of Ameri-
can parents. Her other officers, all
American-born except one, were:

First offieer C. G, Laird, S8ceond OM-
ecer A, Carroll, naturalied Amerean;
Third Officer M. Dierland, W. I. Perey
chief engineer, F. Bevill first assistant
engineer, F. McPherson second assistant
engineer, W. M. Thompson third assist-
ant engineer,

Othkers on board were the ship's sur-
geon, Dr. F. Shea, and the wireloss op-
cratora, J. Welsh and P. J. Donohue,
living in New York, as did also the fol-
low.ng, all negroes:

1l. Cunty, baker; D, 8. Jackson, chief
cook ; G. MeLean, second cook; J, Lowis,
messman, J. Cooke and+*C, Cooke, wait-
ers and G. Canty and G. M. Mitehell,
meoss boys, all negroes, were members of
the erew.

In thia ealegory alse were H. O, Bo-
vill, steward: C, A. Phillips, =alee-
trician; P, Montere, H. H, Hobls and
J. Alguest, water tenders; J. Rumbe,
C, B. Winn, and J. Walker, oilers; N.
P. Clausen, boatswain; E. Nelson, H.
Bolgoord, and F, Rahn, quarter-masters;
A. Pederson, W, lLeisberg, 8. Ludwigsen,
F. Puttin, R. Lassen, L.

T

SUCCESS OF MARCH 17 WAS OF VAST
IMPORTANCE, THE FRENCH DECLARE

(By the Associated Press) .
Paris, March 18—The seventeenth of
March will remain among the most
mamorable days of ‘the war in the opin-
ion of the Fremeh who regard the sue-
cess on the fromt from the Ancre to

s
strategic retreat forced upom the Ger-
mans, the full consequences of whish

been evacuated by the Germans and oe-
eupied by the French and English.
Bapayme, Royo, Lassigny and a large
number of villages in' Picardy and
Artois, which for two years have nol
soen Freneh uniforms, now ean witness
the tri-color of their country and the
flag of their allies,

The vietorious entry of the Fremeh
into Roye on the heela of the retiring
Germans was marked in-

-

ers are still on the border, expect-
(jng to leave at any time, The Brigade
d

IRDER T0 MUSTER
JUT STATE TROOP3
3 NOW SUSPENDED

Third Infantry Arriving Tues
day Will Be Held Under Arms
At Fair Grounds

MAKE ARRANGEMENTS
TO RECEIVE GUARDSMEN

Second Infantry Will Proceed
To Goldshoro From Border
While Brigade Headquarters
Will Come To Raleigh; No
Explanation Given For Ilold
Up of Mobilization

The demobilization of the Third
North Carolina Infantry, National
Guard, due to arrive in Raleigh Tues
day, received a set-hark yesterday when
nrders were received by the Btate nu
thorities suspending the order to mus.
ter out. The Third Infantry, about

cight hundred strong, will encamp at
the Htate Fair Grounds here, while the
most earnest efforts will be made to re:
eruit the organization up to its ful
strength of about two thousand. In the
meantime, the order for the muster out
of the Becond Infantry has likewiss
been suspended, and this organization
will encamp at the Goldshoro Far
Grounds, Captain William J, Tedball,
U. 8. A, of the quartermaster's depart-
ment, in expected here immediately to
take charge of the provisioning of the
troaps,

State anthorities yesterday were com-
pletely in the dark as to the signifieance
of the suspending order. It may be a
mensure relating to the strike situation
| or it may be amother. precautionacyd
meve, it was pointed out yesterday. No
one eared to vouchsafe any opinion an
to the length of time the troops may
yet be held in service. The First In.
fantry has already been mustered ont,
but the Third in now on the wav to
North Carolina from Camp BStewart,
while the Seeond and Hnighvde He d

quarters had been ordered to pro-
eted to Raleigh for mustering omt, hut
these instructions have been suspended
for General Young snd staff as well as
for the Third and Beeond regimente,

Captain  Hiram Btanley, of High
Point, has reported to Mujor Peterson
for duty here and today will begn
work to get the Fair Grounds in shape
for tho reception of the Third Tueed~y.
The availalility of the buildings at the
Fair grounda makes it unnecensary for
the men to ersct tents and the troops
will be stationed here in burrack style
until thelr order for mustering out
comes.

Other Mobilization Peinta. .

The situation in this Btate in the
matter of mobilization eamps alout
which the War Department appears to
be taking considerable interest now, hos
brought attention specifically to the
unsuitability of Camp Glenn for @ mobi-
lization point during the winter season.
Between April 16 and November 15, the
camp site there will prove entirely satis
factory, it is thought. However, in ease
ull three regimenta are called into ser-
vice agnin at any other time, the First
Infantry, it ls believed will be mobi-
lized either im Charlotte or Balisbury,
depending upon the ecity whieh makes
tho most satisfactory proposal,

Charlotte Makes Offer.

Dispatehios from Charlotte last night
furnished the information that Mayor
T. L. Kirkpatrick has tendered a camp
uite, lighta, water, barra ks rn? -~7'wes
facilitios without eost to the Btate or
Federal governments if Chariotte shouiu
be sclected.

First Infantry Recruiting.

The First Infantry contrary to nu-
merons pessimistic prophecies, In re-
eruiting its mumbers to full strength
with a vim. The Adjutant General's of-
fice is just in receipt of notice of fifty
recruits added Col. Gardner, who was
here recently, deelared that the men
are eager to be baeck in the scrvice
aguin. They were glad to be back home,
to see olks, and experience the de-

are not discouraged at their expericnee
in soldiering. On the other hand, the
apparént success of the First, in Woeat.
ern North Carolina, in recruiting their
organization would indieate that the
men themselves are the best recruiting

VIGILANCIA [3 SUNK
WITHOUT WARNING

Fourteen members of Her Crew
Are Reported To Be
Missing

SUBMARINE NOT SEEN

Captain, First and Second Mate
Several Engineers and Twen-
ty-Three of the Crew Landed
At the Scilly Islands; Valued
at More Than $1,000,000;
Cargo $750,000

London, March 18,—The sinking of
the American steamer City of Memphis,
Ilinois sand Vigilancia was announeced
today. Fourteen men from the Vigi-
lancia are misaing, as are some of the
men from the City of M mphis. The
crew of the Hlinois was landed safely,

The Vigilaneia was torpedoed without
warning. The submarine did not ap:
pear. The ecaptain, first and second
mates, first, second and third engineers
and 23 men of the erew have been land.
ed at the Beilly Islands. The fourth
engineer and 13 men are missing,

Americans on Vigilaneia.

New York, March 18—The esew uf the
Vigilancia comprised 45 mgn, of whom
21 were Americans, ineluding Capt. P.
A, Middleton, Two of the 21 were nat- |

uralized and one had Sest papers. There
were mlso five Porto Rienns and one
Filipino in the room foree. Captain
Middleton i« a graduate of the New
York naval school training ship, The
names of 18 Americuns in the crew on
file here.are:

B. D, OConnell mate, J. H. Bmith
second mate, N. P. North, natvralized,
4hisd-mate; F. Brown, tor, New

News; A. Gillard quartermaster, J.

. Loera quartermaster, 8. Btamut sea.
man, Fred Schwia, neturalized, chief en-
gineer; E. A. Dont-.a assistant enwineer,
Walter Beott second assietant engineor,
Alexander Rodriguez, Porto Rico, oiler;
M. Ruiz, Porto Rico, fireman: C. W,
Dayson steawnrd, J, A. MacDonald, Can-
ada (first papers), second cook und
baker; Walter Pitts eook, J. Connors
waiter, E. Lopez, Porto Rien mess boy;
Paul T. Platt, wireless operator.

The Vigilancin was u.at .u 1500 for
the New York and Cuba Mail Stenm-
ship Company, better known as the
Ward line, 1'ntil shortly nfter the
nutbreak of the war she was engng~l in
she was sold to engage in the ecotton
sarrying trade from t'e Unite! Btotey
to German ports. In Mareh, 1915, while
onythe way to Bremen, she was peized

(Continued from Page One.)

RAILROADS YIELD, MOVED
BY NEW (CRISIS (REATED
BY SINKING OF VESSELS

EMPLOYES WILL GET EIGHT HOUR DAY '
WITH PRESENT PAY FOR TEN HOURS

Board of Mediators Empowered to Make Terms
With Employes. Managers Voice Conviction
That Neither at Home Nor Abroad Should
There Be Doubt as to the Efficient Operation
of the Nation's Railroads at This Time: |
Brotherhoods Do Not Get All Demands. |

(By the Associated Press.)

New York, March 19.—The conference committee of rafls
road managers early this morning authorized President Wils
son's mediators to make whatever arrangements were neces |
sary with the railroad brotherhoods to call off the threatened

strite,

The formnal letter in which this authorization was

‘b
-

- -y

-17

¥
»
A
i

signed bv Elisha Lee, chairman of the managers committee,

was as follows:

“In the national crisis precipitated by events of which we
heard this afternoon, the national conference committee 3
railroads joins with you in the conviction that neither at home
nor-abroad should there be fear or hope that the efficient opes
rations of the railroads of this country will be hampered of

impaired.

“Therefore you are authorized to assure the nation there
and as a basis for such assurance we hereby
authorize the committee of the Council of National Defense to
grant tc the employees who are about to strike whatever ads
justment your committee deems necessary to guarantee the un-"

will be no strike,

>

interrupted and effi-ient operation of the railroads as an indiss

pensible arm of national defense,

WASHINGTON OFFICALS

ARE GREATLY RELIEVED

185,—~Word that
the railroad strike hod been ealled off
brought ibingléd satisfaction and re. of
tonight.

Washington, Mareh

to adminlstrution  officinln

Particulnrly in view of the sudd n in- |
erease of tenwlon tonight over relations
with Germuany, it was felt the setting
of differences between the railroads and
| brotherhoods removes a big menace to
proper internal preparations for na-

tional defenx-.

Nows of the agreement reached the
White House after President Wilson

had retired.

Assigned To Hpeclal Duty.

Annapolis, Md, March 14— The soven
*een naval officers attending the post-
graduate school at the naval academy
received orders nt noon today assigning

them to speeinl duty,

4

WAKE UP CONTESTANTS

FREE CARS ARE READY

Eighteen Splendid Machines Are To Go Free To Eighteen

Lucky Folks For Free Votes
300,000 EXTRA VOTES NOW

FOR FEW SMALL COLLECTIONS

Do Not Fail To Get a Club of $35 in New Subscriptions Be-
‘fore the Offer Expires; Only a Few Days Are Given For

This Little Task, So Make the Most of the Time

HREE hundred thousand ex-

tra votes each time our books
=—=show #35 in new subscriptions
to your credit, Candidate. Do you
realirze what an enormous advan-
tage just ome extra certificats for
three hundred thousand votes
meana? Do you realize that two
such certificates gives you better
than & half million extra votes, not
to speak of the regular schedule
earned! Why, three such ballots
gained by a little extra exertion

right mow, will give you nearly =
miillion extra votes, the total vote
eredit for this will net you well
over a million, If this is the case,
then what will four or five cluts of

paymenta are eonnted in the tetal,
not as wingle subseriptions wpon
this offer. In other words, & elub
of §i5 means any combinntion of
payments that ecggregote  that
amount, You muost not hold suh-
seriptions; vou must send them in
when they are made. You will re-
evive the regulnr  certifiectes for
votes immedintely, but the extra
rertifieates pre made up snd mail-
ed to you nt one time immedintely
after the close of the offer, This in
done that there may be no mistake
in sending you the proper number
of extra certifientes.

The Next Club Period.

The next elub period will give
fewer votes than does this one, so
all who are wise will exert them-
pelves right now, regordless of
weather condtions or any other ob-
stacle which presents difficulties.

Not Too Late.

Why any one
late to become & contestant in this
competition we eannot understand.
Look et the vote column. Not »

registration d

ly subseription the regular sehedule
is thirty thousand. Why, if smy
one really wants an automobile ab-

spite 1t scems it is to be expected t not many
tb? tmtyi‘n.: ated by u.}u:: will be able to obtain more thin
Peterson for organiza into & quar- one little elub of $35, in mew sub-
termaster for Raleigh will not be seriptions, hrhf‘.m time limit,
available. suthorities im the| Which is until midnight, April 7th,
State are it hard to explain why It is to be hoped, however, that
such difficulty 1d exist. mvﬂlmﬁkwbdhuph
But or be that as It qlhnllb-!ﬂ.hthh possible.
;."',“‘,j“"-"mm"mwm Now ls The Time
strength and is determined that the re- m;ﬂl‘whﬁlm-
erniting shall be dome. The regular| tunity of the competition 1o attvin
army and the sble to find| @ reserve so lurge that mo matter
""‘"” I_M&"ﬁm m.g_... n« w-qu-_‘-“:lr
the National ean be resruited "'"""r"""m.a:
Ao s, mim- lhq:;:
R gy ' ng o .- - e gl e
Ty iE - <oy \ - g L
"'.‘ . 4 . o kel - oW
g g i ol w7 RS N R e

ool et Mo~ g
e prise. wina i ‘your
price gt

hould think it too

of thirty thoasand
votes as yel and for ome new year-
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Bretherhoods Win A Victery.
The deeinion reached by the m
at their i 4
that the vods have won an lme =
portant victory aithough it does heg
bring them ali their original demands
By the agreement, it is assumed, #
vill be awarded pro rata time for '
time on the harie #-hour day which they
have heen amsured. i
Their original demands ealled »
time and a balf for overtime on the
same basic day. '
Result A Saurprise.
The announcement of the managery
that they had yielded apparently eama
as & surprise to the brotherhood eh i
for they were in bed when somm -
again to the conferense room. rhies
in the evening there had been a
tinetly pessimistic feeling as to the
prospeet for averting a strike. Up
that hour the mailroads had refused fa
muke the concessions ted and the
hrotherhood had stood to their des
termination to strike unless they wom
their demands either by the Bupreme
‘eourt declaring the Adamson law -
or by their employers granting 4
the eight-hour day. I
Appeals By Medlators N
Esrnest appeals by Beeretary Lane
and the other medintors to the patriote
im of the rallroad managers are bee
‘lieved to have been an Important faes
tor in bringing about a settlement. The
critical situat on in which the coum- =
try finds itself because of the sinking
of American ships by German subma-
rines wan impressed upon them and they
were told that if a strike were permits
ted at this time it would be a 3
calumity. Bimilar pressure was
to Fear upon the brotherhood chiefs,
Whether or not President Wilsom
communicated direetly with Becretary
Lane during the night could not by
lenrned but there were reports that the
spakesmen for the medintors had '
iuformed by the Pres'dent that ot
ralvsis of the mation’s trs ) i
system must be prevented at all cost,
The first intimation that the strike
wna to be ealled off was given to #
Associnted Press hy an official of &
ionference of mailrord managers f‘,
after the letter amthorizing wha
concessions m'ght henecessary had been
sent to the med ators,
< Lane's Formal Statement,
Tt was en hour and a half Iater thay
Secretary Lane made this formal state-
ment:
“ilogard ees of the decision of the |
Sa’ “eme Court on the Adimson law ” 05
raie Shour day will go into effeet™
It has teen necessary in the meam ||
t'me to awaken the brotherhood chisfe
=nd rummon them from their own hotel
t‘l\. that st which the conferemce was
. 2
The jo'nt committee which is
‘ng out the detrils of the g
expected to adjust technieal deta'ls ,‘
*he appliestion of the basic cight heus
Taw in surh 6 way that it will b
factory to both prssenger and fr
smmtavees af the railreade

fink

&

L

-

“which is their '
n ﬁ.l parties comcorned.
A z.
-a-ll to 1 ,_’h at
was [T
would be resume
New York, )
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