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Secretary of State Lansing An-
nounces Worqur of Uncle
Sam’s Reply To Aus-
trian Offer

REPLY SPEAKS FOR ALL
OF THE ALLIED NATIONS,
WITHOUT HESITATION

Quickness of Response Adds
Bmpliasis To The Decision
That There Is No Disposi-
tion in America To Consider
& “Negotiated Peace”; Se-
crecy of The Proposed '‘Dis.
cussion” Was Especially
Objectionable To Washing-
ton, It Is Stated; Specula-
tions

By The Associnted Pross.
Washington, Sept. 16,—The
United States government will
definitely and emphatically re-

ject the propbsal of the Aus-
tro—llungarian government for
a peace discussion. This was
announced tonight by Secre-
tary Lansing, with the author-
ity of Président Wilson after
he had read the official text of
the proposal.

Mr. Lansing made this state-
ment:

“l am authorized by the
President to state that the fol-
lowing will be the reply of this
government to the Austro-
Hungarian note proposing an
unofficial conference of bellig-
erents:

Settled in Two Sentences.

“‘The Government of the
United States feels that there
is only one reply which it can
make to the suggestion of the
Imperial Austro-Hungarian
government. It has repeatedly
and with entire candor stated
the terms upon which the
United States would consider
peace and can and will enter-
tain no proposal for a confer-
ence upon a matter concerning
which it has made its position
and purpose so plain.”

The United States, as was fully ex-
has uneonditionally  rejected
tiormany's peace feeler. In doing so
the government hss spoken for all the
co-belligerents,  Almost  immediately
after receiving the Nustrian govern-
ment's note from the minister from
Sweden, Mr. Ekengren, Seerctary Lan-
sing tomight issued the above formal
wiatement,

No Hesitation,

Mr. Lansing's statement was given out
within half an hour after bLe had
eetved the Austrign proposal. Tt would
have been fortheoming almost imme-
dintely upon the delivery of the Aus-
trian note had it not been found neeey.
sary in order to avoid the possibility
of grave ervor to make a ecareful com-
parison between the officinl text and
that which was roceived in news dis-
patches last night from Amsterdam,

Thus emphasis was added to the dee-
lination, if any were needed, the quick-
noss of the reply indieating the exist-
ence of mo shadow of doubt in the
mind of the administration as to what
# should be. As soon us Mr, Lansing's
reply ean be put in form it will be
handed to the Swedish minister for
transmission to Austria.

The Bwedish legation notified the
Statd Department early in the after
noon that it bad reecived the note and
that it woulid be presented as soon as it
conld be decoded and translated from
the Preneh. This consumed several
hours and it was not until 6:20 o'elock
that Mr. Ekeagren appeared. He ro.
mained with the Seeretary only two
minutes.

Ne Room For Discassion.

There is some reason to helieve that
ihe Beeretary acted with this unpre-
eedented promptness in a matter of
such great import with the deaign not
only to indieate clenrly the poaition of
the United States government but per-
haps to snticipate and prevent as far
as possible paper of
the Austrisn proposition, which might
econvey to the enemy a mislending im-
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pression that there was any consider

able element in the United Biates will-
ing to consider a negotinted peacs, such
as the “non-binding” diseussions, pro-
posed by Austria, might develop,

Also it in understood there was a pur-
pose 1o sound the note which the en-
tente powers might repeat in making
their own answers. All these powers
had gone on record formally an mecept-
ing the conditions of pesce laid down

"hy President Wilson as their own,

Proposed Was Objectionable.

While no refersnee to it was made in
the reply which the United States gov
ernment in making to “Austrin, it is
known that one of thé most objeetion-
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Continned on Pazs Fixa)

NO CONFERENCE NEEDED
10 DISCUSS SONETHING
THATS ALREADY SETTLED

| mented forees into

Digest of Day’s War News

(By The Asmmtrd Press..)

The United States bas turned its back
on the Austro-Hunguriam peace pre
posal, Seeretary Lansing by authoriza-
tion of President Wilson anmnouneced
that the United States “can and will en-

tertain no proposal for a comference
upon a matter comcerning which it has
made its position and purpose so plain.”

The British Beeretary of Foreign Af
fairs, Mr, Balfour, has also  stated,
though unnfiicially, that he was wtterly
unable to see that suech a conference as
proposed by Austira could have the de
nired end, adding: “It in ineredible
that ln_ﬂhiu ean come of this pro-
ponal.”

While the German newspaper eom
ment on the proposal is as if Germany
had mo part in it, the Vienna newspa-
pers deelare emphatically that all of
Austria's allies had been informed of
Adstrin's intention, though the action
itself was Austrin-Hungary's own.

Monnwhile in the various theaters of
the war the fighting is going on stead-
ily and with added impetus in Maece-
donia, where the roconstituted Berbian
army, co-operating with French forees,
have stormed three strongly fortified
positions and occupied Vetremik, Dob-
ropolje and Sokal, eonnidered the most
important part of the Macedonian
front.

British-Greek Offensive.

Farther east on  the Doirgn-Vardar
front the first and secony line Bulgar-
ian positions have been captured by the
Allies over a ten-mile  section. This
suceeasful operation, according to Mr,
HBalfour, who announced it at a recep-
tion of the tireek delegution in London
i “the prelude to an important offen-
sive bringing greater triumphs, in which
the British and Greek troops would take
an equal and glorious part.”

French Troops Advance,

French troops, in their advance to-
ward the Chamin des Dames have gain-
od two-thirds of a mile on & two and a
half mile front. nectheast wnd east of
Baney, where they eaptured an addi-
tional six hundred prisoners,

American and Germau patrols are do-
ing the major part of the work on the
Lorraine front, but there are reports of
n possible great attack by ono side or
the other in the Voages, In that moun-
tainous territory the artillery fire has
developed great intensity and hostile
nirplanes lipve been unusually active,

Goon Alrplane Work,

ML reports indieate o marked in-
erease in the work of the airplancs
along all the fronts, The Gormans, who
quite resently appeared to lack ade
queté air forerw have now sent aug-
the air and there
bave been numerous cngagements, As
an illustration of the severity of the
fighting the @ritish airmen on' Bunday
accounted for 57 German planes, while
they themselves reported sixteen miss
ing.

New  Allies Coming In.

While the Czecho-Slovaks have besn
courageously und successfully  earry-
ing on the war against the Bolsheviki,
steps havg been taken looking to the
orpanization of a Polish division, un-
der Polish officers, to wage the fight
in Riberia westward to their fatherland
na integral units in the Ameriean army.
It is estimatod that 100,000 trained men
can be mads available at onee in the
regions of Harbin, Nikolsk and Viad-
tvostok.

ANNOUNCEMENT MADE OF
P. 0. APPOINTMENTS

Washington, Sept. 16~Following ap-
pointments of fourth closs postmasters
has been apnounsed:

Pensacola, William 1. Parnell,

Following rural ecarriers have been
appointed:
Davidson, Charles B, Armstrong and

Charles M.

OBJECTS TO BREAKING DOWN
OF DENOMINATIONAL LINES.
(By 8. R. WINTERS.)

Washington, Sept. 16.—Dr, Livingston
Johnston, editor of the Hiblieal Record-
er, takes a degree of exception to the
recent pronouncement of the War De-
partment indieating that denomina-
tional lines would be obliterated in the
military camps. He writes Sonator
Himmona:

“You see there is an expressed eur-
pose on the part of an official of the
government to use the powerful ma-
chinery of the goverament to hlot out
denominational distinetion.” The ut-
terance of the War Departmont was to
the effect that “the whole trend and
whole desiro of the department is in
the interest of bhreaking down rather
than emphusizing denominational dis-
tinetion."”

BRITISH PREMIER APPEALS

TO TEXTILE MILL STRIKERS,

(By The Associated Press.)

lLondon, Sept. 16.—Greatly concernad

over the eptton strike, Premier Lloyd
George tonight from Lis miek. boed, is-
suod an sppeal to the strikers to return
to work and leave the decision in the
matters under dispmté te the govern-
ment after an inguiry by a speecjal tri-
bunal, to be immediately appointed.

Tws Army Avistors Killed, .
(By The Associated Press.)

New York, Sept. 10 —Lientenant
Charles Kenney, Jr., of Atoka, Tenn,,
and K. H. Austin, of Boston, were killed
when an army airplase from the Min-
vola aviation field, erashed to earth in

Henkle.

WILL HIT HIM IN MANY

FOR ANOTHER BLOW

Against Enemy Lines Momen-
tarily As An Answer To
“Peace” Offer

PLACES ABOUT SAME TIME

Both 'A.Comin’' and A-Gwine,’
The Attacks Are Expected to
Be Delivered in Flanders

By The Associated Press.)

Washington, SBept. 16.—Another blow
against the German linea as an answer
to the peace proposal of the Central
Powers expected momentarily by
military officials here.

The point of the expoeted attack is
a matter of wide speculation by officers.
Several simultancous attacks will be de
livered, it is thought, with the Flanders
front, the Freneh operations about la
Fere directed at Laon and the new
American front across the mouth of the
okl 8t. Mihiel salient as the logical po-
sitions from which Marshal Foch would
wtrike.

It has been significant to some offi-
eers that the British have not pressed
vory heavily on the front between Ypres
and Douai. North of Ypres there has
been only one miner operation by the
Belginng  sineo  the Allied ecounter-
offensive began,

Where Next Blow May Fall.

British attention has been econcen-
trated to a lurge extent on elearing op
to the Douni-Cambrai-8t, Quentin front
and mygny observers here believe the
lines have been straightened sufficiently
along this sector now for n new move-
ment to the north., It has been noted,
however, that British artillery has been
pounding the German lines wegt of Cam-
hrai with special vigor recontly which
may be the prelude to a direet drive
for the capture of that eity.

New Movement Along the Alsne,

Sinece the French are slowly making
their way to a flanking position which
would foree the Germans to withdraw
from the Chemin Des Dames line pro-
teeting Laon, some officers helieve a
new  movement along the Alsme and

probably extending to the east of
Rheims is to be anticipated.
It is pointed out that should the

Germans be foreed to withdraw from
the Chomin des Dames, a swift advance
from the Rheims froht would tend.to
outflank the whole enemy line from
that point to Verdun.

Pershing Keeps His Own Counsel,

There is no information of an offi-
cinl eharneter as to General Pershing's
present operatigns. The greatest reti-
enee apparently is being enforeed on
press correspondents in discussing the
tactienl disposition of the Ameriean
army at this time and to observers here
this suggests that preparations for a
naw advance are well under way. The
logical objective it is held, would be
oecupation of the Hriey iron fields and
an effort to encirele Metz from the west.
If General Pershing in moving toward
that goal naw, it i= said, a joint attack
by his army and the French army hold-
ing the Verdun front would be a prob
able development. Bueh an astion wounld
be over a very extended fromt, how-
ever and some farther reconnaissance
of the enemy's positions on the imme-
diate American fronl may be necessary
before it can be undertaken,

But Black Jack's Slogan Is “Speed.”

Tactles vmployed by General Persh-
ing in elenring wp' the Bt, Mihicl sdlient,
in the view of officers here, shaw that
the American commander has determ-
ined that maximom speed is essential
to military suecoss. He hurled forward
his troops lust week at an unprecedent.-
od, pace and it was this rush whioh swept
the Germau defonders off their feet and
gave them no opporfunity for even an
organized rear guard action. It is,
therefore, argued that General Persh-
ing may be expected to press his vie
tory without delay and to rush the
eiémy in his new lines as poon as com-
munication systems can he organized
aeross the eaptured territory.

COTTON PRICE-FIXING
CONFERENCE TODAY
Cotton Btltei Lur Makers

Arrange To Take Up Mat-
ter With President

(By the Associated Press,)

Washington, Bept, 16, —Protest
agninst any ‘stepa being taken by the
government looking to the fixing of
cotton prices are to bhe made tomorrow
to President Wilson by committees ap-
pointed for that purpose by confer-
enees of southern Benators and Repre-
pentatives last Baturday. Other en-
gagements provented the President
from seoing them today,

This action resulted from the state-
ment made publie last week by Presi-
dent Wilson upholding a plan announe-
od earlier by Chairman Barueh of the
War Industries Board providing for ap-
pointment of committee Fomposed of
three persons %o investignte the cotton
situntion and to fix prices if necessary.
Benators and Representatives declure
no sothority under thg law gives gov-
ernment officials such power,

Arrangements of the conferencs with
the President were made by Senator
Hmith, of Bouth Caroling, who is chair-
man of the Benate Committee, Senator
Robinson, of Arkansas, in n conference
with the President Iste today, called at-
tention to the harm that will come from
much action and opposed any effort that
is to be made to lit the priee for the

the Flatbush section of Brookiyn today,

Lpresent erop,
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| ABERNETHY SUCCEEDS

BRDGEWATER DA
NEEDS LABORERS

Protest Against Enticing Them
- Away Registered at
Washington

T0 JOB HELD BY SCHULTZ

Agsimt Whom Oha.rgcl of Dis-
loyalty Were Lodged With
District Attorney

(Bpecial Leased Wire.)
By 8 R, WINTERS
Washington, SBept. 16,—W. W, Neal, of
Marion, MeDowel] rounty, whn is special

representative of the United States Fuel
Administration, same to Washington to-
day to register protest against the en-
ticement of Iabor from Westéra North
Carelina by the Du Pont Engineering
Company to Virginia. He stated that
#4580 a day was heing offered common
labor,

“The eompletion of the dam of the
Southern Power Company near Bridge-
water will mean a saving of thoumnds
of tons of coal by the substitution of
water for eleetric power,"” maid Mr, Neal.
Labor agents are interfering with the
execution of thgs work, which enterprise
would otherwise be eomploted this year.”

Abernethy Saccecds Schaltz,

F. I, Abernethy, of Hickory, has heen
named us m  puestssar (o Girorge R.
Behultz in the eapacity of chiefl of rail-
way mail elerks on the Greensboro di
vision of the Southern Railway, “I put
Sechultz out beenuse | wanted a Demo-
erat in his place and you may quote me
as saying wo,” suid Senator Lee B Owver-
man today. “I told him so,” said the
Junior Benator, after o confercnee with
Schultz this merning. The Greenshoro
man has been offered u place in Ver-
mon!, but indicated to the Senator that
he would probahly decline the offer,

Notwithstanding the persistent denials
of a Washington correspondent to a
Greenshoro  paper that no  disloyalty
eharges have been preferred against
Schultz, the reconds in the offiee  of
United States District Attorney Willinm
", Hammer will prove the untrathful-
ness of his statement. The Depurt-
ment of Justiee in Washington has
been requested to investigate the case
of the railway mail clerk, Likewlse a
letter has been received in Washington
from n prominent Republican and well
known Greemsboro citizen stating that
the charges had been preferred and
urged him to get hehind the allega-
tions and push them.

Judge Biggs "Strikes 0il” Again.

Ex-Judge J. Crawford Biggs, of Ra-
leigh, has been in Washington in eon-
ference with the Attorney General of
the United States relative to prepar-
ing the hrief and presenting a ease to
the supreme court from Californin in
oil lands. This case is apart from the
litigation whirh was recont Iv conduct-
ed by the Raleigh lawver, and he will
prepare the ease in his office in Ra-
leigh.

REGISTRATION  BY
SIATES REPORTED

Only 16 States Announced 0f-
ficially and N. C, Is Not
Among Them

By The Associated Dress,

Washington, Sept. 16.—Complete re-
turny from the rogistration last Thors-
day in 16 Btates and the Distriet of Co-
lumbis of men between the ages of 18
and 43 years were received today by
Provost Marshal General Crawder, Thew
showed u total of 3,235620 men as
aguinst the estimate of 3,232 96T and it
wis announced officially that they do
not justify the assumption that the re-
turns from the entire country will show
an enrollment very greatly in exeess
of the estimate of 12,000,000,

In mizx of the states, the total regis-
tration fell below the estimate, but in
ten of them exceeded it. District of
Columbia registered 22 per pent more
than the number estimated for it, due,
officials beliove to the influx of war
workers. Of the states, Vermont's per
eentage of exeess enrollment was the
highest, heing 12 1.2,

Rogistration totals by states, together
with the estimate, as snnounced
night by the Provost Marshal General,
are as follows:

to-

legistre-

Biate. irnﬂun Fatimnte.
Arkansans 108,746
Connecticnt 13,000
Delaware 0,480
Dist, of Cal, . 4,150
Florida 111,068 1101 )
Indiana 160 852 MO g
lows .. 2W0,300 28T 84T
Maryland A77,008 162,000
Massachusetts ATHAOI0 480 648
Mississippi 185,105 185,715
New Hampshire 52,618 50010
New Jersey 425,136 ||, 1]
Oklnhoma LR 4R 2T RSy
Rhode Island o A8 507 71,40
“!i’n o dd . g, TG M i)
Vermont 40, 887 516
Wiseonsin W8 N6 108,477

Complete returns from the wore pop
uloun seetions of the country have not
vet been roceived but projections made
on the busis of partial totals from
those soctions indieate that these will
not reach the estimate. Officlals do not
believe any appreciable number of men
cvaded rogistmation, They aseribe the
fluctuations of the actual totuls as com-
parod with the estimates to industrinl
conditions brought about by the war,

| the Hotel Cumberland here lnte today,

DRAFT GALLS FOR
181,83 MORE MEN

Who Will Be Sent To Camps in
Various States Before
October 16

1,374 WHITE TAR HEELS
GO TO CAMP SEVIER

North Oarolina Negro Regis-
trants Will Be Entrained for
Camp Gréene Oot. 16

(By The Associated Press)
Washington, Sept. 16. DPaft calle zn-
pounced today by Provost Marshal Gen
eral Crowder will sead 151,858 men
qualified for general military serviee to
army eamps before October 16,  All
States have guotas to fill,  Of the total
142,000 will he white registrants who
will entrain between Oetober T and 11,

The remainder will be negroes, who
will move in two groups, 29,018 entrain-
ing between Boptember 25 and 27, and
10,752 on October 16,

Men who registerad last Thursday
may be needed in a few districts to fill
quotas, it was said at the Provest Mar
shal General's office, but in most loeali-
ties sufficiont men remain in class |
from the registrations on lust Jume 5
rnd August 24 to meet the require
ments. Sonthern Btates from which the
white registrants were eall with their
aumber and the eamps to which they
will go are as follows:

Alabama 1,908, Camp MeClellan,

Florida 448, Camp Greenleaf.

Georgia 2,450, Camp MeClellan
248 Camp Greenleaf.

Louigiana 1,466, Camp Travis, Texas

Mississippi 583, Camp Travig, 1,062
Camp Gireenloaf,

North Carolina 1,374, Camp S¢vier.

Kouth Carolina 141, Camp Bevier,
&3 Camp Greonleaf,

Tennessee 1882, Camp Greenleal,

Virginia 1,042, Camp Huomphreys,

Negro registrants will be mobilized
an October 16 as follows:

Georgia 1,500, Camp Wheeler, Ga,

louisiana 250, Camp Travia, Texas .

Lonisiana 258, Camp Travis, Toxas.

Mississippi 1,250, Camp Grant, 111,
1,500 Oamp Shelby, Miss.

North Carolina 2,500, Camp Greene,
N, (.

Tennessee 1,000, Camp Sherman.

Holdiers from other States will

(Continued on Page Five.)

CITY EDITOR OF NEW
YORK WORLD MISSING

His Wife Found Dead and Dis-
ressing Note Reaches His
Newspaper Friends

Ala.

and

be

By the Associated Press
New York, Sept, 16.—Mrs, Charles E
("hapin, wife of the city editor of the
New York Evening World, was found
dend with a bollet wound in her head in
the bedroom of the Chapin apartment in

Discovery of Mre. Chapin's body fol
lowed reeeipt by Don Beitz, business
manager of the Evening World, of a let

ter signed “Charles E. Chapin” in
which the writer hinted at suicide and
added :

“My wife has been such o god pal 1
cannot leave her alone in the world.”

The police immediately began n
search for Mr. Chapin, but wp to a late
hour tonight he had not been found.

At the offices of the Evening Worlde
it wae said that Mr. Chapin las Leen
In failing health for wevers] vears and
that for the past year he has been con
stantly under the eare of a physician,

Mr. Chapin has been eity oditor of
the Ewening World for twenty years
and is one of the most widely known

newspaper men ie the country, For ton
vear before coming to New York he way
conneeted with newspapers under the
Pulitzer administration in various other
rities, hﬂng al one time night eity edi
tor of the St. Louis Post- 1!mgnt h

CLUMSY ATTEMPT TO
IMITATE PRESIDENT WILSON.
Jondon, Septembor 16— Reforring
to the lack of coneerted effort by
the Central Powers ns rmpha-
sized by the von Payer speceh and the
Austrian nopte the foreign secretary Hal-
four today pointed to the elumsiness of
German djplomacy.

“The German,” he mdded, “pxenis in
direet, simple brutality but when bhe
tried to dress in President Wilson's

elothes or tries Lo act as President Wil-
son would act, he is elumsy."”

FUNERAL TODAY OF RATLWAY
PRESIDENT J. H. PEYTON,

Salem, Va., Sept. 16.—<The bady of
John Howe Pesvton, Iate president of
the  Mashville, Chattanooga wnd 8.
Louis Railroad, arrived here this after-
noon in n special ear. It was aceom-
panied by members of the family. Fun-
eral merviees will be condueted ar B,
Pauls Episcopal ehureh at 9 o'elock to-
morrow moraing by the Rev, Thomas G
Faulkner, Reetoriand the Rev. George
(3, Smende, arch Sleacon of Mississippi.
Interment will be in Salem eometory,

MISSIONARY CENTENNARY
OF M. E. CHURCH, soU'TH,

Amoclated Mress, )

Pallie, Texaw, Sopt, 16 —Alinisters and
laymen from fAfteen conferences “Hitd
offivials from twenty-cight loeal bodics
of the Women's Missionary Boelety nre
here to attend the Missionary Centen-
pary Conference df the M. B, Chureh,
Routh, which tomorrow night begins n
three-tlay session in Dallas, Blshep W.
N. Answorth, of Austin, Texas, will
]|fﬁnidr and Dr. W, W. Pinson, Ronernd
socrotary of the Board of Foreign Mis.

Iiy The

1 the male

which have affected the dmnbumn t.f
population,

Another Attack In ¢
Vosges Suggested
Activities of Mo

HEADWAY MADE ON
REVENUE MEASURE

House Approves Surtax Rates
and Defeats Every Change
Proposed

INDIVIDUAL INCOME
TAX SECTION TODAY

Also Oorpor;lion Income Tax|
Provision and Possibly May |
Reach Excess Profits

_——

(By the Associated Press.)
Washington, Sept. 16 —Beginning
consideration of amendments to the war
revenoe bill, the Honse, in fifteen min-
utes today approved the greatly in-
ereased normal and surtax rates for in-
dividuals estimated to yield $1,482,000 -
000 and defeated every change propossd
in the draft of this bill ax prepared by
the Ways and Means committes. After
a spirited controversy a motion te
strike out the provisiona extending in-
eome taxation to salaries of the Presi
dent, Federal judges and State, county
and municipal offies holders was de-
feated.

Another controversy developed over
the provision to tax interest from fu-
ture issues of Btate, connty and munie-
ipal bonds, but a final vote was post-
poned until tomorrow beesuse of lack
of & quornm,

Amendments Defleated.

An amendment proposed by Repre-
sentative Hardy, of Texas, Demoerat,
to change the basis of caleulating prof-
its from sales of properiy hold by the
owner sinee 1913, also was rejoeted
overwhelmingly after Majority Leader
Kitehin had deelared the principle ad-
vanced would eguse o rvevenue |oss of
$2,000,000,000,

Besides ¥dting om the question of
taxing ineome from Btate, county, and
munieipal bonds, the House tomorrow
will consider administrative provisions
of the ipdividual income tax soctions,
the ecorporation income tax provisions
and possibly reach the war cxeom prof.
iy seetions,

Gveneral Sarprise.

Summary approval today of the nor
mal and surtax income rates was o gon-
eral surprise. Thero wan no diseussion
of The provisioEs —Twereusing normst
taxes 1o 12 per cent and limiting the
tax to six per cent on the first $4,000
nnd ne amendment of the greatly in-
rreasod surtax rates was offered,

Representatives Montagne of Virginia
and Walsh, of Massachusetis, lod sharp
but futile opposition to the clause sub
jeeting salaries of Federal and State
offiee halders to income tazes, A mo-
tinn by the former to exemp!l Biate,
county and municipal officials, whom,
he deelared Congres: has no power to
tax was defeated 72 to 32, whiln Rep-
resentative Walsh’s motion to exempt
malaries of the President snd Federal
judiciary was voted Jown, 77 to 17.

The section providing that income
from State, county and municipal bonds
issued in the foture, with a personal
exemption of interest on total holdings
of 85,000, shall be conmidered gross in-
eome in enleulating income taxes, was
attacked on the grounds hath of wise
dom ol policy and of congressional au-
thority under the Constitution, After
vigorous discussion a motion by Rep
rescntative Montague to strike out the
elanss -was defeated on a rising vole,

% 1o 20, Representative Platt, of Now
York, however, made & point of ro
quorum and the House adjonrned,

Opponents of the sertions taxing sal-
aries of federsl and state officinly and
bonds of states and Lheir politieal snb-
divisions sawd Congress hias no power
taxes, berause they im-
sovereigniy nnd nre

much
upon state

to lewy

fringe

in violation of the constitution, Thaosi
supporting the committee’s draft up-
hold both the policy and legality of
the provisions,

For the ways and Means committee

Representative Crisp, of Georgin, Dem-

nerat, contended that salaries of fed-
eral and state offlee holders ahould be
taxed like those of other individoals

and insisted that econstitutional inhibi-
tion of reducing of federal officers’ sal-
aries doea not prolibit their taxation.

The provision to  tux  ipeome  from
Htate, county aml  municipgl  bonds,
which  Represeniative  Montague and
others declarod would reduce the value
of #5000k of such bhonds now -
witesd, was sypporied by Representalives
Kitchin, Longworth and others of the

eommittee ns designed to provent dis-
ecrimination agninst lLiberty Bonds, In
the State issues are to e ontaxed, Rep-
resentative Longworth  sabl, wealthy

persons might bhuy them in preforenes
to Liberty Bonds, eseape taxation and
alsa reduce submeription .[u government
war bhonds,

Admitting that there is doult regard-
ing constitutionality of the proposed
tax on salarics of the President, Federa)
Juddges, State, county anj munieipal of
ficors ns well as on the Intter's socuritios
Representativis Kitehin and others said
the bill resolves the donbt, in the pres
ent emergeney in favor of the govern-
ment and that it is highly desirlde thint
the disputed questions be settled by the
Supreme Court In test litigation,

Sonnte Committee Hearings,
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ENEMY CﬂﬂS"lWllIﬁ
MACHINE - GUN NE:
AT POINTS ON THE
British Troops Advanced T
Line Slightly in Ypres
tion of Flanders; B
Aerial Activities Meet
Much BSucoess; e
Statement Announces
other Air Raid On Paris
Reprisal”’ v
(By the Assoeisted Press.)
With the American Army in §
Vosges, Sept. 16.—Artillery sotivity §
an intensity to suggest a possible |
tack, or an expected attmck, -
in the Vosges today, It was )
panied by an extraordinary amount o
signalling. Enemy airplanes were ol
usaally metive. Ten flew over Bt D
and twenty over Gerardmer, .

American Forees on the

Front, SBept. 16,—1 p. m.—Asnids £rod
slightly inerensed artillery uﬂﬂty'
morning the day thus far has
largely devoted to patrolling by
sides,

The Germans seemingly are
the Hindenburg line from which
are sending ont patrols while the
leans and Fremeh  eoncamped & f89
miles on this side eontinue to feel
Yhe line by the same method.

German infantry has been
consolidating positions af La O
ae if in preparation for & counte
tack, but nome so far bas &
Near this point the enomy is
g shell holes.

The German artillery fire is lim
chiefly to the of the 77
millimetre eali but many of
shells are “duds.”

The Germans also are petive jn
structing machine gun nests at
points of the line.

Rritish Advance In Flanders.
london, Bept. 16.—Britinh
day advanced their line slightly
neighborhood of Floegsteart and
In_Flanders aecording to the, ”
statement issued this evening w
British War Office. The stat
says:

“On the sonthern portion of our
our patrols have bronght in & few p
onars,

“In the neighborhood of Ploe
and east of Ypres out line hap
advanced slightly.

“Om the remainder of the fromt #
is nothing to report beyond ardll
activity on both sides in the diffi
sectors,”

Aerial Activitien,

Tonight the aviation statement

" the hattle front on the
of September 15-16, four hostile
dromes  were heavily and repest
attackod by our machines with
lent resnlts. Four fires were
three hogtile machines on the
were wrecked; two hangars were
pletely demolished and several mon
hangars reevived direet hite, A ¢
port canvey was hit four times.

“The railways at Metz-Sablons
aguin bombed and a fire sturted.
ruilway  junetions at Mainz and he
docks and sidings at Karlsechs
succensfully attacked.

“Very good results were observed o

.-H. Iargflnf. and at Karlouhe, L

< tons of bomhs were dm' [
rnrmﬂ dircet hits were obtained. 18
ing the night, 350 bhombs, tnhll]l'

I-2 tons in weight, wers dropped.

"All our machines returmed.”

LATEST ESTIMATE OF
AMERICAN SUCC)

Americun Headgourters in Lorssisd
Bept. 16— (Reuters)—It probably is
an under estimate to assume that
Amerienns in obliterating the Bt. Mk
salient, redueed the ecnemy's
by the equivalent of four divisions.
victory of the Americans was not
to German inferiority in numbers
greater inferiority in morale. ]
The enemy was o busily oecupisd M
getting out of the saliont that he
uot: have time to remove his dead.
The statoment coming from the G
man high command that it is glad te
rid of the salient may be believed,
it may be donbted if the !ﬂ.w
i glad to have loxt 15,000 men,
thau 100 guns, an innumerabls gu
of machine guns, trensh noﬂan.
of ammunition und telegraph
pn wall as railroad equipment,
sioek, clothing and supplies,
vither were burned or eaptured by
Americans. Falso eonclusions must
e drawn from the results of the
tions, To put it hriefly, the @
did not fight nnd the trifling &
they-did to the French and A
prroves it -
The Gormans may have done the w
est thing, since, if they had teied
stund, their losses wonld have, bean ¥
ereased enormously. The Allies had
means to insure such a result and |
fact that the operstion réquired
57 per cent of the time alloted to H
proof thaf & much more strem
sistance waa expeeted from the o

-

»

Washington, Sept. 10.~Continning its
hearing on the war revenne hill today,

will have an aetive part,

.

(Continued -: Il'm Five)
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He was in mich & hurry to
guns that scores of them were
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