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TALIAN PEO

REQUEST SHS T0
CARRY FRELGHT T
SOUTERN PORTS

- Senator Simmons Makes Ur-
gent Plea For Justice To
Gateways of South

PRESENT.METHOD UNJUST
TO ATLANTIC SEABOARD

{' Large Delegation in Washing-

ton To Becure Allocation of
14 Bhips To Ports of Wil
mington, Charleston, Savan-
nah and Jacksonville; Mis.
sion Apparently Successful

News and Observer Bureau,
603 District National Bank Bldg.
By 5. R. WINTERS,

(By Hpecinl Lonsed Wire.)

Washington, April 24—"“We are a
part of this great country. We are go-
ing to demand our just rights," de-
elared Bemator Furmifold M. Simmons
in & speech todny in which he charged
both by direct testimony and implica-
tion that the Unted BGtates Shipping
Board had diseriminated against south-
e ports in favor of North Atlantic

| “gommerce ecenlews in the alloeation of
, Mbips for trading between the U. 8, and

the West Indies, South and Central
Ameriea, He was addressing a eonfer-
ence of representatives of the shippiog
board and shipping and eommercial in-
teronts of the Bouth, the latter cham-
ploning the cause of the South Atlantic
Maritime Corporation for the assign-
ment of 14 freight steamers for pl¥ing
commarce between five  southern ports
and the West Indies, South and Central
Ameoriean,

The Senator came from his home in

{ New Bern, where he was resting, to

throw down the gaumtlet for Wilming-

|- ton end the four other allied Bouth At-

Hy prefaced his remarks

i ¢ statement that for 18 years,
' the period of his senatorial eareer, he
had pledged to a program favoring

}

the development of the merchant, ma-
rine, He aroused opposition iw North
Carolina by Lis early adveeacy of ithe
restoration of the American flag on
the seven sens. He was charge” with
favoring ship subsidy. He has clung to
hiis early faith in the mensure, and his

., speech today d'sposed of any doubt

as 10 his atftitude on the subject.
Preseat Method Unjust.

“The whola thing is unjust; you ean
se¢ why people who live so near to
{bese Southern ports are so aroused,”
Henator Bimmons pounded hard on the
speaket’s table, and reiterated again
amil again the story of how Southern
commerce in its  routing xigzagged
neross the country for J00 miles only
te retrace the distamee beeauss of
fallure to recopnize Sonmthern poris.
“] am pot goi.g to impugn (he motives

# of the Bhipping Board or auy member
of the board in the alloeation of these
wumerous ships in South Ameria and

West Indies trade, hut my information

is that & large sumber are assigoed to

private corporntions,

“We are told that if the Bouth wants
to ship s goods to Bouth America or
the West Indies—its ecotton, rosin,
cemcut and other products—we must
route them 500 or GO0 miles by the At-
Lintie seabonrd and then huul them 500

 miiles back by boats.”
Three Benstors Attead.

Thres United Etales Benators—8im-
mons of North Caroling and Park
Trammel of Florida and E, D. Smith of
South Carolina—supported the interests
of _the Bouth Atlamtie Maritime Cor-
poration, of which Matthew Hale of
Wilmington is president, and each
vaieed the plea for = more equitable
distribution whereby not only an over-
taxed railway system might be relieved
hut that the loag-neglected Southern
ports might be developed. Jwige Harry
J. Covington, special counsel for the
Routh Atlantie Maritime Corporation,
in an address indieated that more than
300 ships wore engagoed as commerde-
going vemsels in the South Ameriean
and West Indien trade,

Of the allotment of over 300 vessels,
only ome had beem nmmsigned to the

Bouth, and the description of this
vessel and its Li ns told’ by Judge
Covington  deser: #  place  in the

lterature of » tuariners fale. He
clpssified the ship mssigned Wilmington
and the four other ports in Bouth Caro-
lina, Florida, Georgia as a enupl-boat.
The vicissitudes of the vessels, itz re:
buffs, demandn for vepairs and rejec-
tions { a commerce-carrying vessel
excited lnughter and amusement at 'the
conference today.
Have Not Had Bquare Deal
*I say frankly to you gentlemen that
in this matter the Bouth Atlantie states
lave not kad u square deal,” declared
Renator Bimmons. “Bpeaking for my-
self as well ny other representatives
from tiﬂl; section we :il.ld:ot ba satis-
fied nm -dill1 ne, tangible
sud practicable to belp the South get
benefits

-

ment issued tonight at the
White House said & cable-
gram had been received
from President Wilson in
Paris, “giving positive and
unqualified denial” to re-
ports that “the President
had entered into a secret al-
liance or treaty with some of
the foreign powers.”

The statement given out
at the White House at the
direction of Mr. Tumulty
said:

“In view of the fact that
certain newspapers of wide
circulation throughout the
country have intimated that
the President had entered
into a secret alliance or
treaty with some of the great
powers, I conveyed this in-
formation to the President
and am today in receipt of
a cablegram from him giv-
ing positive and unqualified
denial to this story.”

Press dispatches from
Paris several days ago said
it was understood that the
President was considering
an understanding with
France providing for the as-
sistance of the United States
in event of any future ag-
gression on the part of Ger-
many. These dispatches as-
serted that the Preaident
upon his return might lay
the details of such an under-
thnndin: before the Senate.

I GEATWELCON

New Bern Stages Big Home-
Coming Event For Craven
and Surrounding Section

BRINSON DELIVERS
ADDRESS OF WELCOME

Response By Col. Albert Cox,
and Others; Giant Planes Fly
Over City and Drop Victory
Loan Literature; Barbecue
Dinner Served With Acces-
sories; Bgseball Games

New Bern, April 24.—New Bern and

Craven county and the four adjoiming
counties of Onglow, Curteret, Jones and
Pamlico, united today in giving the re-
turned soldiors and sailors a “weleoms
homo"” eelebration, and it was a great
success from every standpoint. A tree
mendons erowd variously estimated al
from fifteen to twenty thounsand people
of both races eame to do homor to
the men ol the sarviee.

The early mornimg electrieal storm
and rain served only to lay the dust and
by daybreak the streets were filling
up. Notable visitees were here  in-
eluding Col, Albert Cox, commndir of
the 113th Field Artillery.

Parade Principal Streeta

At 10:30 o'cloek the men in uniform
arsembled for the parade, which passed
through the principal streetsa of the
eity headed by the Bt. Paul's School
band of Beaufort.

Veteraus of the eivil war oceupled
automobiles. Tujured men also rode in
speeial automobiles. The Elks drum
corps followed moxt, leading the service
men, headed by Col, Cox, Capt. Polloek,
Major Haynes and Capt. Royster. Then
came the sailor boys Jed by Lisut. Wm.
Ward, Next the colored soldiers led by
thelr own band,

A big barbecue dinner, with all the
aceessories was served the men and
their immediate familiea. Fifty pigs
were barbecued for the oceasion while

‘lm on Page Twe.)

GERMAN FISHERMEN CAN
PLY TRADE IN PASSAGES

Paris, April 24.—The request of the
German government that German fish.
ermen be permitted in the Bkagerrak
ond Catlegat passages was granted by

VE CHNTES O |

|

WILSON DENIES | HERE ARE HUN SOUTH SEA ISLANDS
SECRET ALLIANCE [ BRITISH AMD JAPS WOULD DIVIDE
Washington, April 24.— ||
Secretary Tumulty in a state-

population of 70,000,

“All sauth of the equator is yours, all north of the equator, ours,” said the
Japs to the British, proposing & divvy of the German colonies in the Pacifie in
1917, Awnd the British agreed. Also the Japs wore to have that portion of the
Shantung peninsula taken from Chins by the Germans and from the Germans by
Japan, The seeréd pact is just made publie at the peace meet and it's one of the
sticking points of the peace treaty. On the map the former German possessions
in the Pucifie are circled. The agreement would give the Japs four groups of
islands north of the equator with a combined area of 1000 square miles and a
It would bring under British control, exercised through
Australia, 25,000 square miles with a population of 100,000,

WOMAN SHOT BY
UNDENTIFED MAK

Mrs. C. W. Pratt, of High
Point, Wounded in Thigh;
Mystery Surrounds Affair

| {Bpecial b the Wews wid Observer.)
High Point, April 24—Mrs. Charles
W. Prait, of 518 English street, was
shot in the thigh vesterday by an wun-
identified man who fired into the plazza
of the Prutt home as he rode rapidly
by en a bieyele. The wound is painful
but not serious. ,
Bince April-1 Mre. Pratt has been the
objeet of mueh annoyance from a band
of three or four men. On that date she
received a typical biack-hand letter in-
strueting her to_proeeed to a point in
the eastern part of the city where she
would find a pile of stoncs to be re-
moved., Failure to follow out the im-
structions to the most minute detail

would mean death.

Mrs, Pratl and her husband took the
letter as an April fool joke. The hus-
baund, however, decided to go and sce
il the pile of «tones could be loeated.
It was where the letter designated.

The next day a letter was reesived
by Mrs, Pratt stating that her husband
would not d6, that she must obey in-
struetions if she wished to live. This
letter was eancelled in the High Point
office at 9:30 p. m.

From April 1 until April 20 letters
and telephone calls were numerous. In
addition the men made frequent trips
in an auto past the Pratt bome. Ae-
cording to Mre. Pratt they very fre-
quently changed a tire. Bome lime
they wore the uniform of the United
States army, but she mever failed to
recogmize them.

After the first few lelters had been
received Deputy Sheriff J. E. Wagher
was informed of the happemings by
Mrs. Pratt and he was summoned to
the Pratt home sevePsl times nfler
one of the men bad telephoned to as-
certain if Mre. Pratt were st home
slome. On ome of the visits of Mr.
Wagner he stopped at an adjncent store
and in a fow minutes was informed by
Mrs. Pratt that a wman, the same one
who had prowiously ealled, had again
telephoned and stated that he would bave
no frifting, that Sherif Wagner was
nenr at banid and he didn"t contemplate
being eaught. Mra. Pratt was warned
to proceed to Mechanieaville alone, but
she carried her husband with her. The
resultant letter the following dny waa
suficiont 10 bring a charge of misuse
of mnils aguinst the wrier,

A few days ago she was ordered to
plaes her pieture beneath a bridge a
short distance from the eity. Investi-
gators going there at 2 o'clock the fol-
lowing morning saw foot printa made
by some. man going o astertain if or-
Cers had been obeyed.

The final letter came Saturday, Mrs.
Pratt was told to be in the parlor of a
Greenshoro hotel between §:30 and
11:30 on Easter Monday morning elee
life would be short and death would be
sure. She didn't go. That was the Jast
she heard of or from the men until
Wedpesday. Fifteen or twealy min-
ples before the shooting, several men
srrived in a large touring car. She
was on the froot poreh of the home

one of the men, the largest one,
alle ! and asked her if was

WILL ENFORCE BAN
ONBEERS, HE SAYS

Question of Intoxication Will
Not Be Considered By The
Government

(By the Asscclated Press.)
New York, April 34—The govern-

mont proposes a literal enforcement of
the war-time prohibition set, imeluding
a bam on production and sale of all
beoers and wines, whether or nmot they
are intoxicating, the Depa:tment of
Justico announces throngh a special rep-
resentative in the Federnl Court bere
today.

While no steps will be faken to pre-
voent brewing, pending & court determi-
nation of the law's comstitutionality
raited by brewers of the New York
distriet, manufacturers will operate in
peril of future proseention, according to
the statement of William C. Fitts, spe-
cial tounsel, sppearing for Attorney
Genersl Palmer in the beer litigation,

Intoxication Not Imvelved.,

The sttorney ndvised Judge A, N,
Hand, who heard argumen‘s on the
government's motion to dismiss the suit
krought on behalf of the national brew-
ing interests by the Jacob Hoffman
Brewing Company to restrain the Feld-
ercl acthorities Trom interfering with
its produetion of ®% per eent beer, that
tle Department of Justico did not know
and’ did not eare whether beer of the
strength indieated was intoxieating,

The law probibited mle after June
a0 of distilled beverages ns well as man-
ufacture after April 20 and sale after
June 30 of “beer, wine and other fi-
toxi.ating malt or vinous liguors for
beverage porposes,” pending the de-
mohilization of the military forces, he
said, The words “beer” and “wine”
were not . it lifled, in the epinion of the
government, he ndded, and the ap-
parent congressional intention to step
the “waste” of grains and fruits in their
production in uny stremgth would be
enfaoreed.

Necessity As Great As Ever,

With “half the world” looking to
Amerieas for food, Mr. Fitts contended,
the necessily of its conservation was
greater “even tham on the day eof
Chateau Thierry,” and it was equally es-
sentinl that liquors be withheld from
public sale while the army and navy
were undergoing demobilieation.

To this statement, Judge Hand added
his opinion that the war wam “still in
progress,” which upset one of the eom-
plainants’ eontentions.

Nome but court had authority to pro-
nounce & beveruge intoxicating, or, the
opposite, Mr. Pitts mid and cited the
commissioner’s recent order permitting
brewing of the 2 3.4 per eont beverage
as & confession of his mistake. Until
last mpnth, when Newm York brewers
questioned the walidity of the roling,

(Continped on Fage Twe.)

|rum and other liguors aboard to he ex-

ANGRY BECAUSE OF
PBLEITY GNEN

Italian Enjoys Hold That World-
Wide jon Insult To
Government

PEACE DELEGATION AT
PARIS KNEW OF MESSAGE

“Fiume or Nothing’'' Has Been
Italy’s Formula For Weeks,
Bays Member of American
Delegation; This Forced Wil-
son To Tell World Where he
Stands

(By the Associsted Press.)
_ Paris, April 24—Premier Orlando and
the other members of the Italian dele-
gation apparently are much angrier over
Prosident Wilson's world-wide publiea~
tion of his position on the Adriatie ques-
tion than over his opposition to their
¢laims and the fact that diplomatie pro-
codure has been violated and what is
termed an insult offered to the Italian
government because the President made
his position known to the Italian poople
over the head of the peace delegation.

Diseussing this contention todsy a
member of the American pesce delegn-
tion said. * ‘Flume or nothing’ has been
the Italian delegation’s unalterable for-
mula for nearly cight weeks and their
firm insistenes upon the settlepent of
the Adriatie question before an agree-
ment upon the pence terms foreed Presi-
dent Wilson to tell the world where he
stands. The atmosphere of the eom-
ference simply had to be cleared, and
there was no other way for the Presi-
dent to clear it."

“This statoment was more for the
American publie than for the Italian
public, and it was of such an unmistak-
able churacter that it shonld not leave
anyone in the dark as to the American
ponition on seeret »

The effort of o 1ae
voke the rules of dipl proesdare
and the conflicting statements, clouded
in obscurity Bave boen by the

American delegates and correspondenta,
who are endeavoring to oebiain the
setual facts. The professions of sur-
prise by the Italians of Presidemt Wil-
son’s statement are amazing to the corre-
spondnnts who have positive knowledge
that the statement was submitted to
Premier Orlando several days before
its publication And that he sought ad-
vice about deafting a reply.

Many conflicting nccounts of the
evapts immediatély preceding Bigoor
Orlando's announeement of his depart-
ure have beem printed in the Paria
papers, some of which profess to quote
the Premier. But those statements have
been disavowed by HBignmor Orlando,
who requested the press lo await an
official signed slatement,

In the meantime all Paris is discuss-
ing the Italian situation sud indulging
in speculation as to what would happen
were Italy to break with the conference
sud fnsist upom |lkeeping troops in
Flume.

MARYLAND NEGRO SENT TO
GALLOWS; SPEEDY TRIAL

By the Amociated Press.)

Fenton, Md., April 24.—Ismiah Foun-
tain, the negro who eriminally assaulted
13-ysar-old Bertha Bimpson and who es-
caped from the jail here Monday night,
was reeaptured yesterday and today
convicted mnd sentenced to be hanged.

The jury was out only nine minutes,
There was no demonatration in the sonrt
room, Fountain, after sentence was
prononnesd, continued to protest his in-
nocence, BState troops aud a special de-
tail of 25 policemen from Baltimore ¢ity
guarded the jail and surrounded the
courthouse. Tonight the negro was
taken, heavily guarded, in an automobile
to the steamboat for Baltimore, where
he will be kept in the eity jail until axe-
tuted. No anmouncemeni has yet Leem
made concerning the distribution of
#500 reward for the eapture of the negro.
A movement ia on foot to have the fund
turned over to & guardian for the little
girl whom the negro assaulted.

Havana Watches Law Vielstors.

Havana, Cuba, April 24.—The cap-
tain of the Port of Havana has notifled
firms which furnish supplies for fgh-
ing vessels that wateh will be kept over
sach sbipping and that visita of inspec-
tion will be made to see that they carry
no more food and liquor supplies when
leaving port than is necessary for their
own use. )

Thia measore is due to information
received by the port official that several
fishing vessels have taken gquantities of

changed in  American jurisdietional
waters for other merchandise,

SON FOR APPEAL

PLE OVER HEAD OF GOVERN

>

| PREMIER LEFT PARIS FOR
ROME AFTER CONFERENCE

Paris, April 24.—(By The Asso-
ciated Press.)—Premioer Orlando and
Signor Barzilal will lcave for Rowe
tonight. This decision was snnouneed
after Premier Orlando’s return from
his conference with the other mem-
bers of 1e couneil of four, at which,
aceording to the Italian premier,
only questions of principles and not
territorial questions, were discussed.
‘ This i3 explained as meaning that
the diseussions cemtered on the ques-
tion ¢ prestige, involved in the
publication of President Wilson's
statement and that no effort was
made to reach a settlement on a
territorial basis, The econference
lasted two hours,

Baron SBonnino, the foreign minis-
ter and the other Italian delegates
and representatives will remain in

Paris temporarily,
& po ¥

ORLANDD WATTS T0
I IN CONFERENC

Question of Prestige Involved
in Publication of State-
ment Was Considered

(By the Amociated Press.)
Vittorio Orlando, Italian Premicr, has
delayed his intended departure for
Rome long enough agnin to sit in con-
ferencs with the other members of the
Couneil of Four—Premier Lloyd George,
Premier Clemenceau and President Wil-
son,
The knotty question regarding‘Flume
and the Dalmatian coast, over which the
couneil is at odds, did mot come up for
discussion, ounly questions of primeiple
being takem up. Two hours yere taken
up in the couneil, wiich was believed to
have comsidered fully the question of
jnvolved in the publieation of
Wileon's statement on the
Ttalisn sitnation.

While Bighor Orlando s returaing
immediately to Italy, there to lay the
details of the peace conference before
Parlisment, Baron Sonnino, Italian For-
eign Minister, and the other Italian rep-
resentatives, will temporarily remaian in
Paris.

The situation as regards Italys
elaims is still seute, There apparently
has beem mo recession by the Italians
from their stated terms, nor is there
any indieation that the British and
French premiers and President Wilson
have receded from their stand.

Bignor Orlando has replied to the
statement of President Wilson with re-
gurd to the Italian situstion. He says
the President expressed his “own
thought on one of the gmavest problems
which has been submitted to the judg-
ment of the econferemce” while the
Italian  delegation was  discussing
counter-propositions on Italy's claims,
The statement of the premier con-
tends that, in addition to the mafety
of Ialy on the fromt of the Alps, his
country requives protection on ber
flank along the eastern Adrintie and
that thy people along the Dalmatian
const should be permitted te have the
right of sell-determination in the mat-
ter of Italian sovereignty,

Mexico has mnmounced through its
forelgn office that the Mexican govern-
ment “hay not recogmized, mor will it
recoguize, the Monroe Doctrine or any
other which may attack the sovereignty
and independence of Mexico."

City Relleves Influenza Distress.
Sydney, Australin, April 24.—The citx
of Byduey has spent mnearly $100.000
since the beginsing of the Bpanish in-
fluenza epidemie in dealing with dis-
tiess due to unemplovment because of
the disease.

Sisty-four depots have been estab-
lished throughout the metropolitan dis-
triet with offieialn at their head author-
ized to extond remt relief and provide
lodgings and board to those made home-
lem or penniless through the disease.
Up to date 16,080 persons have re-
coived rveliof through the ageney of
these depots.

The Y. M. C. A. in Ekaterinburg.
Ekaterinburg, Russis, April 23.—Two
svocesaful  Amorican Young Men's
Christlan Associntion elubs, aseommo-
dating 5,000 Russian and Czecho-8lovak
troops, are in operation at Ekaterinburg,
and are proving exeeedingly popular.
They are in charge of Hareld Alpin,
formerly of Boston, and A, B. Alexander
of Chieago. The elubs are provided
with library and reading rooms, maving
pieture shows and eaniesns and are
making the United Btates and the Amer-
ican people very popular among the
soldiers and eivilians.

New York Mill Opena,

Troy, N. Y., April 24.—The Mohawk
River Mill at Cohoes, owned by the
Wright Company which also operntes
faetories in this eity, has reopened |¥;:
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TRANDO REPES
TOWRSINS MO

President Treating Italians Ay

If They Were Barbarous
_~Folk, He Says

ITALIAN DELEGATES NOT
OPPOSED TO 14 POINTS

Peace Conference S8ays Prac.

tice of Addressing, Nations
Directly Constitutes an Inno-
vation, Which He May Later
Follow

—

(By the Assoclated Press.)
Paris, April 24.—The statement issued

by Premier Orlando today says mothin{
of the intention of the Italians to quid
the Peaco Conference. 1t merely states
Italy's case comcerning Fipme and the
Dalmatian const and does mot appent
in the form of an ultimatom. *
Premier Orlando declares that Presie
dent Wilson's proclumation is an st
tempt to place the governmeat im ope
position 1o the people. i
“He is treating the Italians,” adds the
Premier, “as if they were a barbarous
people, without a democratic governs
ment.”
The Premier rebukes the President
for asddressing himself to the Italias
people over the head of the Italian
government, and says be never com-
sidered Ameriea bound by the treaty of
London, but that Italy's case is based
rather on right and justice.
Orlando Imues Statement.

The Premier soys he has never des
nied that the pact of London did nsl
apply to Fiume, but the Italian claim
was based on the principles of Presis
dent Wilson's fourteen pointa,

Following is the text of Premles
Orlande's statement:

tion was discussing countor-propositiond
which had been ressived from the Brit
ish Prime Minister and which had for
ptheir aim the concilintion of contradie-
tory tendencies which were manifest
concerning Italian territorial aspirs-
tions, the Paris nowspgpers published
a message from the President of the
United States in which he expressed
his own thought on one of the gravest
problems which has been submitted to
the judgment of the conference,
Constitutes An lanovation,

“The practice of addressing nations
direetly comstitutes surely an innova-
tion in internationsl relations, 1 de
not wish to complain, but I wish to re-
cord it as a precedent, so that at my
own time I may follow it, inasmueh an
this new custom doubtless constitutes
the granting to nations of larger par-
ticipations in isternational questions,
and, personally, I hgve nlways been of
the opinion that such participation was
the harbinger of & new order of things.
“Nevertheloss, if these appeals are to
be conxmidered us addressed to mations
outside of the governments which rep-
resent them (1 might say even agninst
the governments) [ should feel deep re-
gret in recalling that this process, here-
tofore applied to enemy governments,
is today applied for the first time to &
government which has been and in-
tends to remain a loyal ally of the
great Ameriean Republic, namely to the
lalian government.”

Premier Orlando says that he might
complain that sueh a m addressed
te the Italian mation xd beem pub-
lished at the very moment when the
allied and associated powers were
negotiating with the Italian govern-
meut, the help of which had been
sought and appreciated in mumerons
serious questions heretofore discussed
in intimate and complete soldarity,

Over Governwent to People.
“Above all” he continuves, “I should
have the right to eomplain if the deela-
rations of the presidentia]l messagd have
the purpose to oppose the Ttalian people
to the Italian government, beesuse it
would misconstrue and deny the high
degree of civilization which the Italian
people has attained and its demogratis
and liberal regime. To oppose Italian
people and government would be to ad-
mit that this great freo nation would
submit to the yoke of n will other than
its own, and I should be foreed to pro
test strougly against suppositions une
justly offensive to my country.”

Referring to President Wilson’s state-
ment Premier Orlando says it entirely
purports to demonstrate that the Italian
claims beyond eertain limifs laid down
in ki " message violate the principles
upon which must be founded the new
regime of right, justice and
among peoples. The Premier adds that
he nover demied these principles and
that eves President Wilson would do
him the justice to say that in the leag
conversation they kad had together he
(Orlando) had mnever relied upon the
formal authiority of a freaty by whieh
he knew President Wilson was mot
bound, but. merely relied on, reason and
justig~, upon which Italy’s cluims were

Could Not Convines il
Siguor Urlando & :
not convince Preaident.

the President ad i
truth sre the mohopaly
that all --J
poists out, -y
many times and ho donf

Head of Italy's Mission st

“Yosterday, while the lialian deleges.. .

liberty




