L4

- POLITICS

AT BOTTOM
OF OPPOSITION TO HIM

QOalifornia BSenator Thinks N.
0. Delegates To Republican
National Convention Should

Have Voted For Him;
Greensboro Delegation Visits
The Attorney General

The News and Observer Bureau,
@03 District National Bank Bldg.
By EDWARD E. BRITTON.
(By BSpeeial Leased Wire)

Washington, April 27—Dave Blair ls
not going to get by the Benate without
a fight being made against his confirma-
tion. That is suthentio mews which
comes to me from sources that know
what they are talking about. It will
not be a fight agninst the business abil-
ity or the character of the Winston-
Balem man selected by President Hard-
ing and Becretary of the Treasury
Meollon for the important post of Com-
missioner of Internal Revenue but a
political fight on him.

That it will be a stubborn fight may
well be imagined when I say that the
man who will endeavor to prevent his
confirmation will be Benator Hi John-
son, of California, and it may be that
the fire which Senator Johnson starts
will be & conflagmtion of mo small nize
as affecting his relations with the Hard-
ing administration, for the fight that
it is declared by parties with whom
be has talked that he is going to wage
on the Dave Blair appointment shows
that the. scars nad sore spota of the
Chisage National Repnblieun Conven-
tion have nol yet healed up, And this
despite the fact that today the Senmato
finance commitice reported out faver-
sbly the momination of Mr. Blair, under
the rules this going over for one day.

Didn't SBupport Johnson.

The information that renches me and
the sources of my information are of the
highest relinbility s that Senator John-
son will fight the confirmation by the
Schate of the appointment of David H.
Blair on the ground that Mr, Blair go-
ing to the Republican Naticoal Conven-
tion as a delegate from North Oarelipa
failed to vote for Bepator Johnson for
the momination for President althongh
the majority vote of North Carolina
Republisans in the legmlized Btate pri-
mary was for Senatgy Johnson -as the
ehoice of the North Oarolins Republi-
cans for the nomination for President.

A number of Republicap Benators with
whom he has talked on the malter say
that Lie himself made the statement that
he would oppose the nomination of Mr.
Rlair for tha rcnson | have set forth,
It will ba remembeted that David H.
Blair ‘vas ou tis credentials commit-
tea of the Republican convertion and
that his vete im the romivation con-
test went to Benator Harding. That
I'rosident Harding, whom former Col-
Joet:r ¢f the Port of New York Byron
Newton savs is & “prompt paymaster”
of political obligations will atand by
David blair. aud that Secretary Mellon
will do tho same is another matter
that may be put down as certain. Lay
your bets cn tho winner as you choose.

Delegation Visits Daugherty.

®I am impressed with the presenta-
tion you have made of the name of
Judge Bynuia for sppointment as judge
of the Fourth Circuit Court of Ap-
pea’s,” said Attorney Geonera! Daugh-
erty today after be bad heard what
the delegation boosting Judge Willinm
P Bypum for the vacunt position had
told him of the legal attainments and
the qualifications as a man and as a
Ropublican of the Greensboro lawyer
for the position. It was a pleasant in-
terviow that the delegation had with
Attorney General Daugherty., He met
its members most cordially, put them
at ease with some joeular remarks, sat
back in his chair and let the spokesman
for the delegation have their own time
in telling why Judge Bynum should
be sppointed. And when the delegation
left his office it was with the feeling
that the ehances of Judge Bynum were
exoellent.

Senator Overman went with the dele-
gation and presented its membirs to
tho Attorney General. The engugement
was for 11 o'clock, but the pressure of
others presenting candidates for war-
jous positions was so great that it was
mearly 12 o'clock before the delegation
was ushered into the innermost sanctum
of the Department of Justice and re-
ceived, each man for himself, the warm
handshake of the Attorney General. In
the delegation from Greensboro were
R. R. King, chairman; Judge R. C.
Btrudwick and G. Sam Bradshaw, spokes-
man for Judge Bynum; Frank P. Hoeb-

d, Jr., Clifford Frasier, former
F;unntcr A. Wayland Cooke, John A,
Barringer, Martin F. Douglass and G.
B. Ferguson, now a resident of Washing-
ton, formerly of Waynesville, at some
carly date to go to Greenshoro as a
partner in the legal firm with ex-Gov-
ernor Bickett and Attorney General J.
A, Manning. In the delegation was also
John E. Woodward, of Wilson, who also
spoke in bobalf of Judge Bynum, say-
ing that he endorsed the Greensboro
man if no Demoerat was going to be
appointed,

Senator Overman said that he came to
introduce the delegation and that while
he did not come to endorse any BRepub-
Hean for office, but he could endorse
Judge Bynum as u lawyer of ability
and as o man. The presentation of the
yeasons for the appointment of Judge
Bypum were set forth by Judge Strud-
wick, who extolled Judge Bynum as a
Jawyer excelled by none in the Btate,
vevsed in Federal court practice, of high
seputation and of warm heart. @. Bam
Pradshaw next spoke and told of the
elaims of Judge Bynum as a Bepubli-
ean, of his services to the party, of Lis
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ph shows the biggest crane im the world st the League Island Navy ¥ at Philadelphia. The fnam
hoister s ongaged in lifting and moving a smaller erane, v Terd, - *

No Official Information
As To Attitude of Allies

WILKINSON NAMED
10 SUCCEED WOOD

Governor Gets Protest For
Failure To Name Colonel
Kirkpatrick
Governor Cameron Morrison yester-
dsy mamed W. C. Wilkinson, of Char-
lotte, member of the State Highway
Commission o succeed Word H. Wood

of Charlotte, resigned.

Governor Morrison announced ap-
pointment of the president of the Mer-
chants and Farmers Bavk of CHarlotte
yesterday aftermoon and Mr. Wilkin-
son will be in Raleigh today to attend
the session of the commisgion.

The action of the Govermor was in
Jine with his snnoynced determinastiom
not to name another lawyer on the
commission and to place thereoa a
Charlotte man if possible.

Considerable peessare was brought
to “ear on the Governor from Char-
lotie to have him apoint Col. T. L-
Kirkpatrick, of* Charlotte, one of the
promoters of good ronds in this Btate,
The ban agaiust more lawyers on the
commission, however, eliminated Kirk-
patrick who thereafter telegraphed the
Governor that he would not accept the
position.

However, Governor Morrison yester-
day received from the directors of the
Charlotte Chamber of Commeree a reso-
lution protesting against his failare to
name Ccl. Kirkpatrick, Govermor Mor-
rison would not ecomment on the tele
gram,

HARDING LEAVES TO
REVIEW ATLANTIC FLEET

President Will Hold Reception
On Board The U. 8. 8,
Pennsylvania Today

Washington, April  27.—President
Harding left lere late today on the
Mayflower for Hampton Roads, where
tomorrow he will review the Atlantie
divigion of the American flecet and later
hold & reception mboard the flagship
Pennsylvania for the officers of the 68
shipa forming the armada.

The executive was accompanied by
Mrs. Harding, his naval and military
pides and s party of Benators. He
planned to return to Washingtom early
Friday morning.

Becretary Denby, Admiral Coonts,
chief of naval operations, and members
of the House naval commitiee, also left
nboard the naval yacht Bylph for Old
Point. Just before the review be-
gins they will join the Presidential
party aboard the Mayflower, and also
will attend the reception on board the
Pennsylvania,

The President and his party boarded
the Mayfower at the Washington navy
yard with the plant band playing and
the marine guard st attention. The cus-
tomary proesidential salute of twenty-one
guna was fired.

This was Mr. Harding's first trip on
the presidential ymeht and it will be his
first review of the American naval
forces.

Fleet Now Off Capes.

Aboard the U. B, B. Pennsylvania,
April 27.—(By Wircless to The Asso-
clated Press.)—The Atlantic fleet, home-
ward bound from the winter drill
grounds in the Caribbean Sea, arrived
today off the Virginia Capes. The war-
whipa will proceed tomorrow to Hampton
Roads for the review by President Hard-
ing, then will scstter to their home
yards, where the crews will be given
shore leave.

TWIN CITY BUSINESS
MAN FOUND DEAD AT HOME

Winston-Salem, April 27.—Carl F.
Nissen, youngest sno of the late Frank
Nissen, for many years a guccesful
wagon manufactorer in Waughtown,
wos found dead im bed this morning
nt the father’s old home place in
Wnughtown., Besides his wifo and two
children he is survived by two broth-
ers and three ‘sisters.

Mrs. Mrs. V. Horton, age 82, widow of
the late Captain A H.Horton of Wilkes
county died les tnight at the home of
her som, Dv. H. V. Horlon, following
e stroke of paralysis last Friday. She
lived in Wilkes county 35 years sad

after the death of her husband moved
to this city,

French Reported, However, To

Regard German Proposals
- As Unsatisfactory

BELGIUM ALSO THINKS
OFFER NOT ACCEPTABLE

Intimated That United States
Will Be Involved Az Re.

sponsible Party

Whashington, April 27—(By the As-
sociated Press.)—The American gov-
ernmont tonight still was without any
official information as to the attitude
of the allied powers with respect to
Germany's counter proposals om rep-
arations. Consequently a reply to the
eommunication reccived from Berlin
yestorday has not yet heem prepared.

The views of the allied governments
are expected to be transmitted through
their m;nn::oﬂ herg, with whom Bec-
rotary Hug conferped yosterday.
None of tb-uwnuﬂldnm Sh‘i,-
Departmetit today, but an Associated
Press dispateh from Paria this evening
ennounced that instructions had gone
forward to Ambassador Jusserand to in-
form the United States that the Ger-
man proposals were unaceeptable to
France. It was nssumed thst M. Jus
serand would make this known officially
to Mr. Hughes tomorrow.

Regarded Unsatisfactory

Dispatches from Bruseels indicated
that in Belgium the German offer was
regarded as unsatisfuctory. There was
no word as to the views of the other
interested powers. It was understood,
however, that officials did not neces-
sarily regard sa signTficant the action
of Great Britain in requesting its rop-
resentatives in Berlin to inquire infor-
mally regarding the new German offer
with a view to making clear the term
of years over which the payments would
run.

Administration officers eontinued to-
day their policy of silence with regard
to the whole reparations question. It
was understood, however, that an ele-
ment in the situation which they have
under eonsideration is an intimation
from some of the allied governments
that the mere transmission of the Ger-
man offer by the United Btates would
involve the American government in
some measure of responsibkility.

Not Accept Responsibility.

It is believed that the State Depart-
ment is not ready to mccept this view
of responsibility on its part, provided
its efforts are confined to a mere trans.
mission of the communication without
endorsement of any kind.

As ouly three doys remain before the
date set by the French government for
the beginning of its move into addi-
tional German territory, it la expected
that a reply to the German eommunieca-
tion will not be long delayed.

President Harding left Washington
today on the yacht Mayflower for Hamp-
ton Roods to be absent until Friday, but
it is mot thought likely that this will
gerve to delay the American answer, ==
it is understood that the administra-
tion’s plans were agreed upon st the
session of the eabinet Tuesday. Bhould
there be any unforeseen developments
in the situation, the Preaident could be
communicated with readily by radio.

The action of tha reparations com-
mission is in accordance with the pro-
vision of the treaty that the findimgs
of the ¢ommission as to the smount of
damage done to the eivilian populations
of the allied and associated powers and
to'their property during the period of
the belligereney of each, must be eom
munieated to the German govermment
on or befere Moy 1, 1921,

According to the -tresty, Germany
nndertakes to meet this obligation. In-
cluded in the various ecategories for
whieh compensation is demanded are
damages suffered from bombardments,
sruelty, violemce, or maltrestment, all
pensions to naval and military vietims;
the cost of sustenance by the allied
powers to ‘prisoners of war and their
families and dependents; allownnces for
similar purposes, and all levies, fines
and other exactions imposed by Ger.
many and her allies upon civilian popu.
Iations. -

REPARATIONS COMMISSION

FIXES AMOUNT DUE FRANCE,
Paris, April 27.—The reparations eom-
mission has fixed 132,000,000000 gold
marks as the total damnges for which
reparation is due by Germany under

article 233, nd paragraph and an-
nex one, p eight, of the, treaty of
Versailles,

The commission’s decision was offi-
cially communicated to Dr. Von Oert-
sen of the German war burdens com-
mission tomight. :

ANOTHER MEETING
ON WAGE MATTER

Final Break Between Ship-
Owners and Marine Workers
Narrowly Averted

CONFERENCE HELD AT
REQUEST OF BENSON

Last Moment Appeal By Presi.
dent of Seamen's Union Pre.
vents Break and Paves Way
For Further Conferences
Friday; Marine Workers Re.
fuse Reduction In Wages

Washington, April 27.—A final hreak
between the shipowmers and marine
workers was narrowly averted at the
conference called here today by Chair-
man Banson of the Bhipping Board, in
an effort to prevent a threatened strike
on Msy 1, when existing wage agree-
ments expire. A last mament appeal
byt Andrew Furuseth, president of the
Interngtional Seamen’s Union, resulted

Admiral Benson told the eonference
ences Friday.

The delay was solght in order that
proposals of Chairman Benson for a
15 per ecent wage reduction and changes
in working conditions sfloat might be
1aid before the unions, but admittedly
the outlock for an agreement Friday
was mot bright.

Admirnl eBason told the conference
he would not recede from the outline
of reductions he had presented us neces-
sary to the merchant marine.

Reject Wage Reduction.

W. B. Brown for the Marine Engi-
neers Benefieial Association flatly re.
jeeted the proposed woge reduction.

W. A. Thompson, representing the
Ameriean Steamship Owners’ Associa-
tion, snid that mnless the unions were
prepared to negotiate a new wage scale
further conferences would be useless
and that his organization was now pre
pared to acl.

When Admiral Benson's declaration
that he would mot trade on his wage
sppeals had brought mgeters to a cli-
max, the presiilent of the International
Seamen's Union made a plea for delay
and furtber considerstion in behalf of
the Ameoriean wmerchant marine and won
the eonsent of the conferees to another

messiom.,
One More Proposition

In his appeal, Mr. Furuseth warned
ship-owners that he had one more pro-
ponition to offer, should a bresk come,
which heo hoped he would not be called
upon to present. If that could mot he
avoided, he added, wiMout revealing
what he had in mind, “let the chips
fall where they may.”

Replying to Chairman Bemson's pro-
posals for a readjustment of wages and
working eonditions, Mr. Brown read a
resolution adopted by the eagineers’
wage committee, which declared that
the proposed wage scale and re-classi.
fieation of ships was mnot acceptable,
although changes in working eonditions
wers. Later he said the engineers
wonld mot recede from the stand they
had taken and would not mccept a
wage reduetion.

HEAVY HAIL STORM VISITS
SALISBURY AND VICINITY.

Salisbury, April 27.—~A severehall
slorm visited this section this after.
noon, doing much damage to grow.
ing crops and stripping many trees.
The hall was preceded by a heavy
wind storm, which, however, did not
do great damage. The storm as
nearly as can be determined tonight
was purely local, only covering an
area of about fve square miles,
Some of the hail was quite large
and for & few minates fell In pro.
fusion. ‘

The People’s Market

Filllng the essential needs of the
household conatitotes the great
bulk of the business done dailly
through the Want Ad Columns,
which have bgcuma generally
recognized as the people’'s market.

Here the workmen meels 1Ithe
employer, the empioyer finds the
ones who would be emploled, the
seller meets the buyer, thosa who
would exchange goods are brought
together.

The Want A4 Columhs—the
people’s market—alive with human
interest and brimful of opporiu-
nity, are re;d)' to serve all

Phone 127 and our Want A4 man
will gladly call for your ad.

STATE BOARD F
HEALTH ENDORSED
BY STATE SOGETY

Generous Approval of Policies
and Pledge of Support In
Its Activities

EXTENSION OF WORK
URGED IN RESOLUTION

Two Wake Oounty Physicians
Reinstated After Long Dis.
cussion; Dr. Hubert A. Roy.
ster, of Raleigh, 8Blated For
Presidency; Winston.S8alem
To Get Next Convention

Pinshurst, April 27.—Generous ap-
proval of the policies of the Btate
Board of Health and the pledge of the
profession to make those policies even
more suecessful in the futurs came to-
dsy whon ths State Medical Bocloty
and the members of the Btate Board
of Mealth met in joint session.

Jt was the most largely attended meet-
ing of the two bodies simee the joint
session annually was made mandatory
by a legisiative aet, and the keen in-
torost doveloped prolonged the pession
for threa hours during which period
thers was extended and gemaral discus.
nion particularly with regard to the
tonsil and adenoid operations being
econducted among the school children.
At the end there was unanimous vote
that the work should eontinue under
the plan now followed.

Urge Extension of Work

A resclution offered by Dr. J. Howell
Way, president of the Board of Health,
was unanimously adopted laying down
the poliey that no member of the board
and no paid employes should hold of-
fies in the Medieal Bociety, the Health
Officers association or any similar or-
ganization in the Btate.

A resolution coming from the section
on pedistries was offered by Dr. 1. W,
Faison, of Charlotte, and adopted urg-
ing the mapufacture and distribution
of toxine anti-toxine for the preven-
tion of diptheria, Dr. C. A. Bhore, diree-
tor of the Laboratory of Hygiens, an-
nounced that proparations were well
under way and this new weapon for
the defense of children’s lives would
shortly be available.

Following the repoert of the secretary,
Dr. W. B Rankin, in which he briefly
outlined the polisies of the Board and
the methods pursued, the spirited and
prolonged discussion began with the
offering of & re by s committee
of policies appoin #b the last anndal
meeting. This was submitted Ly Dr.
J, Howell Way, for the Board of
Wealth, Dr. 1. A, Crowell, for the
Medieal Boeiety, and Dr. J. M. Parrott,
for the Hoapital Assoeiation. The' same
report had been  previoualy adopted
without dissent by the house of dele-
gates.

Endorse Every Policy of Board

The report gave endorsement to
every policy nmow in effeet and urged
the continuation of each. Opponition
to the tonsl]l operation clubs was voiced
by a numher of members while the
methods pursued and the objects aimed
at weres defended by others. This was
the only point that ealled forth a de-
bate, and when the vote wos finally
called & eomplete understanding  hal
heen reached and the opposition had
faded away.

Tomorrow morning the nominating
ecommittee will report on officers for
the following wvear. It is understood
that Dr. Hubert A. Raoyster, of Raleigh,
is to he president, Dr. W. T. Parroti,
of Kinston, first viee president, Dr.
. B. MeBrayer who has been atling

-
GAR 11, JR, TO CONTINUE 1
RACE WITH A. C L. FLYER
EARLY THIS MORNING.

Hampton, Vo, April 17~The Gar
11, Jr., plioted by Gar Wood, of De-
troit, arrived in Hamplon Creek to-
night and will not continue her run
to New York untll temorrew morn-
ing. AMhough Mr. Wood left Nor.
folk earlier in the afterncon with
the intention of attempling to brave
the noriheast storm mow blowing
down the cosst, he aliered that de-
clslon just before pamsing through
the Capea and turmed back. Gar 1l
bas twelve and ome-hall hours In
which to make New York, according
to Mr. Weed, but he declared he will
complete the run In ten hours.

CENTRALHIGHWAY
TOBEBULT NOW

Link Through Fourth, Fifth and
Sixth Districts Ordered
Completed

Tmmediste eonstruction of the Cen-
tral Highway from Charlotte, through
Cabarrus, Rowan, Davidson, Guilford,
Alamanee, Orange, Durham and Wake
counties to the Johnston county line
was ordered by the Btate Highway Com-
mission at the second day of its session
yesterday. Work will be rushed as
soon as engincering plans are ready,
and will be far mlong toward comple-
tion befors winter seta in.

ftandard concrete construelion, eight-
een foot in width is specified in the
order, and it is estimated that the eon-
struetion of the sections of the road
ealled for in the order will require
the expenditure of approximately
#1,500,000, Continuation of the high-
way through the countjes in the Bee-
ond district is under diseussion, and it
is mot unlikely, that the road will be put
through to NewlBern within a year.

Beveral Links Ballt.

Boveral important links in the rond
have already been built. The road
will run via Coneord, SBalisbury, Lexing-
ton, Thomasville, High Point, Greens-
boro, Burlington, Hillsbore, Durham,
Raleigh, and out the Garner road to the
Johnstone line. The link between Dar-
bam and Raleigh will be built by way
of Morrigvilly, connesting with the con-
otete road now extended as far as Cary.
A spur yoad to Chapel Hill, now parti-
ally completed, will be sushed through.

gamnwhlt over 200 miles in length,
the Central Highway will offer the long-
cxt romtinuoun strefeh of concrete road
in the Bantl when the propesed links
are ccuplefed.  Considerable mileage
hos alrendy Boom built under the com-
missi+t and under eounty direction.
Mecklénburg, Babarrus, Rowan, Guil-
ford, Durham and Wake countics alto-
gather have about 100 miles of conerete
rond in usc at present.

Conforomee betweon the Commission
and the Governor and Council of Htate
yesterday morning breught the two de-
partments of the Btate admininstration
into full mccord and agreement, with
the resujt that the Commission mnow
has the formal assurance of money as
fust ns the roals ean be built. As the
matter stood at the end of the confer
enen, the Commission is, to procecd as
rapidly as possible to build such roade
in such places us ita judgment prompts,
and the Governor and Couneil of Btate
will furnish the money.

Mgat of the day was spent in the
eonsideratios of a large number of pro-
posals coming from individual eoun-
ties or from Road Districts looking

(Continued on Page Two.)
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How U. S. Navy Guns Put Stop
to German Shelling of Paris

By JOSEPHUS DANIELS

Former Becrela

Coprright 1821, by Jobn F. Dilie
Caunda mnd througheut Europe  All rights resereed
the Bcandinsvian. Cosuthorised reprinting fer any

From the standpoint of speetacular

Caoprrlgbt by Natonal Newipaper Bervice

ry of the Navy

Copreight in Oreat Briwin
inluding translnioa Lo Toreign  lasgusges, Lacludiog
warpose (i dulen

sonsptionnlism Coermany gave the worll

the biggest surprise of an amazing war wheun, on March 23, 1018, shells began

to fall in Paris.

Bombs from a fugilively visitant seroplane were to be excepted, but

t ahelly

from m gun—how could that be possible when the German lines were, at their

neareat approach, at least sevenly miles

The world was at first ineredulous,
but as the shells continued to fall in the
city and its suburbs increduility gave
way to stunned belief. Ten people wera
killed and Afteen wounded the first day.
A week later, Good Friday, March 29,
the long-range bombardment resulted
in a tragedy which shocked eivilization,
It eould scarcely have been by design,
and yet the cdineidence of the day and
the objective in extraordinarily signifl-
cant for mere chance,

Kill Seventy.-five In Church,

On this day of saered fast, the holiest
memorial of the Christian year, while
a congregntion of devout worshipers—
women and ehildren and men too old
to fight—prayed in the Church of Bt
Gervaise, a shell erashed through the
roof of the building, killing seventy.
five persons, of whom fifty-four were
women, and five of these Americans.
Ninety other persons were injured.

In all Christian lands people wern
aghnst at this slaughter of the defense-
less.

The thing that stirred mon's indig-
nation was that this phenomenal gun
was apparently of no practienl wvalue
for military purposes. Tts use lay whol-
ly im terrorizing the civilian popu-
Iation of Paris by alaying the helpless.
It was an attempl tn weaken the heart
of Franee, to break her mpirit and
resolution. It was hoped, doubtless,
that when mews of what was happoning
to the women and children at home
reached the men at the front it would
shake the wonderful morale which hhd
held st Verdum and on many another

from the French capital?

horror of this menace: No one knew
when the shells would fall, or where,
but the city went about its business zad
kept its courage.
Nemesls from Ameriea.

Meantime, over here in America the
Nemesis of the great German eannon
was in preparation,

The United Btates Navy was at that

very time building long range guns,
with this difference of purpose and
viewpoint from (he enemy; that our
objectives was a weapon which woull
be effective from o military stundpoint;
which ecauld accomplish definite destrue
tion within the eombatant lines of the
for,

The German gun wos & freak, Tt may

be guestioned whether it bas suflicient

value for fulure warfare. It wos in.
teresting as & demenstration of  what
ean be done in  hurling projeciilcs
through spaee; it was terrible ns »
further evidence of the heartless eruelty
of Teutonle milifarism; but whether it
contributed anything of greater wuse-

fulness to the practieal seience of artil
lery than Jules Verne's story of the
gun which dropped a projectile on the
moon is open to debate

The development of guns and shells
for use in the event of possibie future
wars—which, pray God, the world
will be spared—in more likely to fol
low along the lines onm which Ameriean
experiment  wnd achievement Lave
moved,

Threw 1,400-Pound Shells.

The new Unitod Stnles pavy guns

were being built on pluns which would

Attorney General Manning

Rules That Failure of Senate

Journal To Show Roll Call
Vote Fatal Error

MAY MEAN MILLIONS
IN LOSSES TO CITIES

8pecial Session of General As.
sembly May Be Necessary To
Remedy Situation Which
Oripples Oities' Taxing and
Financing Powers; Secretary
of Btate Asks For Opinion

The failure of the State Bemate's
journal to show that the Munijeipal
Finance Act was passed on its third
reading by an aye and mo roll eal] vote,
and the ruling of the Attorney Gen-
oral that the Becretary of State mAy
mot eorrect the Journal to eorrespond
with entries om the origin
cost the municipalitios uiflw.: ;;IL:'W.
Eltllions of dollars and may necessi-

e an i
Amm!n]_\r.‘nm session of the General
nAttol:_ney Genersl Manning
ve his opinion %o the
Biate who enquired if he u::m l:!
thority to eorrect the jourmal of the
Benate. The Hecrelary of Btate, in
turn, had acted om request of New
York bond attorneys interested in North
Carolina municipal bonds.

Entry Indicates Roll Call
The entry on the original bill indi.
cates that it passed on third reading
in accordance with the law, was re-
considered, amended, and was passed on
third reading as amended by vote of 43
to 0. The Jourmal, however, only shows
that the bill was passed on its third
reading but does mot indicate that it
passed by roll csll. The Attorney Gem-
eral yesterday rulod that this was a de-
foct sufficiently perious to invalidate
the aet.

The invalidity of the 1921 Muneipal

Finanes Act would loave North Care-
lina municipalities under the opor=
ation of the old muniei finance act

which puts a fifty cont limit om general
taxotion, but allows municipalities to in.
crease that rate upon permission of the
Muniei Board of Coatrol. For the
yoar , it was stipulated that this
lner':m would not exceed fem per
cen

By the spocial session, the muniels
palities, limited to an increass of 10

cent inerease in revemus under the
e

| the 1021 act is invalid, mot will it
erippls the taxing powers om- bot
will leave them with no means
ever of carrylng or funding the deflelt
for running expenses which in the
of Raleigh amounted to $115,000
would subject the munieipal suthoritios
to the penal law for exeeeding the in-
come of the ecity.

Indicates

gk

Clerieal Error.
City Clerk Willard Dowell, who waa
one of the committes of the North

Carolina Municipal Association, whe
stood by the municipal finanee aet and
followed its passage through the 1921
General Assembly, is confident that the
passage was in accordance with the law
and that the failure of the Benate Jour-
nal to show the proper emtry is by
clerieal error.

(It it is held invalid, Mr. Dowell be-
liowes, North Carolina cities will be ser-
iously erippled in finances. It may cost
ﬁaloigh and every ci'i of approximately

e same nize belwedn 1
$130,000, $100,000 and

Manning’s Opinlon.

The opinion of the Attorney General
follows:

“‘Thu Legialature st its recemt mes-
sion attempted to revise, amend and
re-enict the Muoicipal PFinance Aet.
The bill was of such a character as to
require it ennctment in sceordanee
with Article 2, Beetion 4 of the Consti-
tation, The House Journal shows that
it passed properly and constitutionally
the various readings jn that body. The
Henate Journal shows that it passed its
several legnl and econstitutional read-
ings in that body, the ayes and moes
being taken and entered upon the jour-
nul on its second and third readinge,
It appears from ‘the BSenate Journal,
however, that after the bill had passed
its third reading in aeccordanes with
the Constitution, on motion of Benstor
Varser, the vote upon which it passed
it third reading, wns reconsidered.
Thercupon, Benator =Zams offered an
t mendment, which was adopted and the
hill then poassed its  third readings
There is no entry of the ayes and nays
upon this passage of the bill as
nmended. The original bill itself has
stamped on it by the prineipal elerk
of the Scnate this entry: ‘Passed third
rending, nyes 43 and nays none,’ while
Fetween the words ‘readitg’ and ‘ayes’
iv written with a pen ‘as amended.'

Constitutional Provision,

“Article 2, Boetion 14 of the Const!-
tution, provides ns follows:

‘No Inw shall be passed 1o raise
money on the eredit of the Btate or
to pledge the faith of the BEtate,
directly or indirectly, for the pay-
moent of any debt, or to impose any
tax upon the people of the Biate,
or to allow the counties, eities and

towns {o do so, unless the bill for
the purpose shall have been rend
three soveral times in cach House
of the Uenernl Assembly, and
passed  three  several  readings,

w! jelh readings shall have been on
tliree different days, and ngreed to
by each house reapectively and un-
loss the yeas and nays on the soe-
ond nnd third readings of the bill

shnll hnve been entered on the
journal.'
“The Nupreme Court has repeatedly

held that the provisions of this sectiom
are mandaptory and that a statute of the
character therein defined in void ¥ mot
enacted in nccordanee with it. Tt is
obvious that the defect-im the enact-
ment of this law was in the failure,
if the journal speaks the truth, to eall
ond enter upon the journal the ayes

p—

desperate field of encounter.

For five months Paris endured the-

(Continued oa Page Ten.)
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