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SHANTUN VEXES
PRESIDENT MOST
AT PEAGE PARLEY

None of Decisions Made By
' Wilson Satisfied Him Less
Than This

JAPAN DETERMINED
TO SECURE RIGHTS

Witk Nalians Demanding
Fiume and Belgians Anx.
ious About Reparations,
Little Time Whs Left In
Which To Negotiate With
Japanese About China

WOODROW WILSON AS T KNOW
HIM BY JOSEPH P. TUMULTY
(¥nd Installment.)
(Chapter XXXVI)
(Continued
Wilsen—The Lone Hand
Mr. Ray Btanmnard Baker t hia
book “What Wilson Did at Parts™|

"

“Of all the important decisions
at the Peace Conference nane wor
ried the President so murh am that
relating to the disposition of the
Bhantung peninsula—nnd none, fin-
ally, satisfled him less. Not one of
the problems he hnd to mect at Paris,
serious aa they all were, did he take
more personally to heart than this
He told me on one ocension that he
had been unable to slerp on the pre-
vious night for thinking of it

“Those last days befure the Treaty
was finlshed were among the hardest
of the entire Conference. As I have
said before, the most difficult and
dangerous problems had inevitably
been left to the last, and had all
ta be finully settled in those erowd
ed days of late April,

“Consider, for a moment, the ex-
net nituation at Paris on April 29th,
when the Japanese Chinese erisis
reached the explosive poiat.

“It was on that very day that the
German  delegates  were " coming
morosely into Versailles, ready for a
treaty that was not yet Anished,
The Three—for Orlando had then
withdrawn from the Conference—
had been graduslly lengthening
their sessions, the discussions were
Jonger and more acrimonipus. They
were tired out. Only six days be
fore, on April 23rd, the High Coun.
eil had been hopelessly dendlocked
on the Itallan question. The Presi-
dent had issued his bold message to
the world regarding the disposition
of Fiume and the Italian delegation

from Paris with the expee:
tation that their withdrawal would
either force the hands of the Conm.

or break it

o this .u:u" was at fts
Relght the Belgian delegation whieh
had long been restive over the mon:
scttlement of Belgian elaimi for rep
arations, became insistent. They
had no place in the Supreme Council
and they were worried lest the
French and British—neither of whom
eould begin to get enough money
out of Germany to pay for its loss-
es— would take the lion's ghare and
leave Belgium unrestored, The little
nations were always worr'ed at Paris
lest the big onas take everything
andl leave them nothing! Very little
appeared in the news at the time
concerning the Belgian demands, but
they reached practically an ulti
matum: if Belgium were not matis-
fied she also would withdraw from
the Conferenee and refune to sign
the Treaty.

“It was at this eritieal moment
that the Chinese Japaness question
had to be settied. It had to be set.
Aled- becauss the disposition of Ger-

claims in the Adriatic) had to go
into the German treaty hefore it
was presented to Brockdorff-Rantzan
and :'; delegates at Versailles; and
beesuse the Japanese would mot
elga the Treaty unless it was wet.
tied. The defection of Japan, ndded
to that of Italy and the possible
withdrawal of Belgium, would have
made the situation desperate.
What Japan Desired
“The two prineipal things that
Japan wanted at the Feace Con-
ference were: first, a recognition
in the Covemant of the League of
Nations of the “equality of the na-
tions amd the just treatment of

recognition of eortain rights over
the former German concessions in

“After a slruggle lasting all
through the Conference, Japan had
finally lost out, in the tnu-t!ng_of
League of Nations Commission
April 11th, in her first conten-
BShe was refused the reecogni-
raclal or even national equali-
she demanded, although a
ajority of the mations represemted
the League of Natioms Commis-
sion agreed with ber that her de-
sire for such recognition was just
and should find a place in the Cave-
a & =

“Fow le realize how sharply
the Jlmm felt this hurt to their
pride; and few people realize the
meaning of this struggle, as a fore-
runner of ome of the great coming
struggles of .d:lliutiol'-—lh l'lul

- '

“Having lost ont in their fimst
grest contention the Japanese «
to the settlement of their d
demand with a feeling of * irrita-
tion but with sdded determination.
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Blightly more than two million
dollars morth of roads were Involved
in byds opened for five construction
projects in the Sixth Distriet, one
project in the Fourth District, and
in delayed awards of threa projets
in the Fifth Iustrict jnade by the
State HHighway Commission yester
dny. Contracts in the bids opened
yoesterday will be awaridlasd formally
today. Bids on the Fifth District
letting were held over from Novem
ber 1M,

Althoogh hide for surfacing re
muined at about the sume  level es
tablished n month mgo, the total
coat per mile for hard surfaced
roads sdvaneed to s average of
LI ATE on the 408 miles of roal
let in the Sixth district. Heavier
grading, much of it in solid rock, ac-
rounin largely for the advanee in
costs submitted by the contractors
Eighty-two bida were offered on the
six projects.

p 70 Milea of Paving. )

Low bidders on the Sixth district
projects involved in yesterdsy's let
ting are as follows:

Projeet 630 —Iredell, Statesville to
Bhepherds, 10.50 milés, hard surface,
by R. M. Hudson, Balisbury, for

Over $2,000,000 In Road
Bids and Awards Tuesday

Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Districts Involved In Record
Breaking Letting Here Yesterday; Average Cost Per
Mile Advanced to $30,476 Because of Heavy Grad-

* ing; Award Final Contracts Today

8332 544 .54 Bridges Luten
Bridge Co., for §19.081.30

Projeet 653—Mecklenburg, Char
lotte toward Btatesville, 554 miles
hard surface, by Union Paving Co.,
Philadelphia, for $260 84000, Bridges
by Luten Bridge Co, Knoaville, “or
0724980,

Projeet 865— Mecklenburg, Char
lotte toward Comeord, 157 miles,
hard wurface, by BSpeed Parker Co,
Lomisville, for #51.088.310,

Project @32 —Ginston, Gastonia to
Cleveland county line, 8.5 miles, hard

by

surinee, Duvia Wileox Construetion
Co., Bpencerville, O, road and
bridges, for $265.333.10,

Progeet 622—Catgwhba, Newton to

Burke eounty line, 1058 miles, hard
surface, 1'nion Pavipg Co, Philafic!
phin, $322 440,80,

Fourth distriet eonstruction, of
grading and bridges between Hills
horo sid the Alamance county line
was bid off by Crawford and Craw:
ford, Mebune, for grading, at 817,
4270, and the bridges by Nello L
Teer, of Durham, for $16,611,

Fifth District Awards.

Awards wera announced for the

(['nﬁ.ttnued on !‘uo Two)

Canvaés of Members By The
News and Observer Finds
Brevity In Favor

SPENCE WILL OFFER BILL
ON CAPITAL PUNISHMENT

Farmers' Union and Federa
tion of Labor Against
General Legislation

Although at least one member of

the House of Representatives has
prepared a bill for the aholition of
eapital punishment, and other mem-
bers are known to bhe incubating
other general legislation, the pre-
ponderant sentiment of hoth the
House and Benate appears to be defl-
nitely. against any gemeral legisla-
tion at the coming special session
of the General Assembly which eon-
venes next Tuesday.

Inquiry addressed by the News and
Observer to representative members
of both the House and BSenate
bronght invariably & thumbs-down
on a long session from those who had
replied lust night. Ten days s the
limit to which any member wonld
have the session go, and most of the
replies were  advocative of even
shorter mession. The eonscusus of
opinion is to the effect that the ses-
sion will dissolva not later than
Batarday week afler it convenes,

Laber.Farmer Bupremacy

“Bomething of surprise was oecea-
sioned vesterday by the deelaration
o fthe Farmers' Union an dthe Bisle
Federation of Labor after the for-
mation of the conlitisg hetwoen them
that no legislation other than that
recommonded *by  the  Governor
should be undertaken at the special
seasion. It had been gencrally un-
derstood that the two organizationn
would advoeate general lagislation
affecting taxation, and farm eredits.

Bueh sentiments were expressed
by President James F. Barrett be
for be reached Raleigh and conferred
with the members of the Farmers'
Union exeeutive committes, Presi-
dent Stome, of the Farmers Union,
waus dodnitely set sgainst any legis-
lation, and his epinion prevailed
at Jhe conclave yesterday. Reso-
lutions were adopted urging the
General Amsembly to refrain from
any but mnecessary legisiation.

Capital punishment will be at-
tacked in a measure that has been
prepared by Representative James K.
Speuce, - Republican, of Randolph
county., The bill ia brief, providing
merely for the repeal of the sectivng
of the statutes that provide for the
inflietion of the denth penalty for
rape, murder, burglary and arson.
Berious, consideration of the bill
is eonsidered uulikely, althongh nt
a regular session it would have the
support of many influential mem.
bers, among them Bpeaker Harry P

Grier For Brevity.

Among the replies to The News
1: Observer's inquiry as to the at-
titude of members of the General
Assembly toward a long session are
the following:

Harry P. Grier, " Bpeaker of the
House: It is my opinion that the
Leginlature should finisly its work in
not excoceding tem days mg I under-
stand that the Governor haa no other
matters other than those mentioned
in bis eall, for the consideration of
the General Assembly. All loeal leg-
islstion equid be considered and
passed upon within this. peried.

Benafsr Lansford Long: I am con-
fident that the special session will
undertake no legislation of genera!
nature or of publie interest other

nature as to

Sentiment Seems Strong
‘For Brief Special Session

AN GET LINE
ON REAL POSITION

No Agreement Anywhere As
To Exactly What Harding
Means To Say

The News and Ohserver Rurean,
603 Dyitrict National Rank Mldg.
By EDWARD E. BRITTON.
(By Special Lensed Wire))
Washington, Nov. 28.—Conflicting
opinions erowd each other here
among those who endeavor to get &
line on what President Harding's
real position is with regard to some
kind of an association of mations to
grow out of the present arms parley.
Thare does mot appesr agresment
anywhers a8 to what exactly i
meant by the President.
On ome side thete i a diselaimer

of President Harding having taken
any fixed position in the matter,
those who take this view saying that
it was only in the eourse of ensual
conversation he spoke of the matter,
that perhaps am association for in
fernational eo-operation might grow
ont of the present eonforence. An-
other view Ia that the President apoke
definitely, that back of the pian
whieh has brought the present eon-
ference was the idea that it might be
utilized ar the wehicla for the for-
mation of that nebulous associstion
of matio: v about which Presidential
Nominee larding spoke at times
whem he was on his eampaign tour
nround his front poreh in Marion.
Hut whatever ha means now he has
it well smoke-screened and it is
only a hazy kiod of an affair that is
seen by the men on the outaide of
his “best minds" coterie,
Senator Borah Enters Fray.

Senator Borah declaims violently
tlat President Harding in leading
the way with a backwnrd movement
by the back door into that pet abomi-
nation of the Idaho Benator, the
League of Natlons, and at onee be-
comeén agnin an "irreconcilable™ as
to it. Over in England Lord Robert
Cecil ses in the Hording idea a bid
for the countrien in the League of
Nations to serap it and become
“Jiners” in the Harding associntion.
It would be “worse than madneds”
to do any such thing is his view,
saying: “The League of Nations
actually s in working order, and it
would he worse than wmadness to
abandon that organization for the
hope of putting anything-in its place
unless We know cxactly what jt is.”

In his words there is the confes-
sion that Le too In in the dark as to
what Pn-sulj-ml Harding  means,
wherein Lord Cecil in in exactly the
same position as millioms of Ameri-
cans, as they were in the days of
thy eampaign for the presidency, for
diring that time it wns “wiggle and
wobble” as to exnctly where Candi-
date Harding stood,

And op top of these things today
Arthur J. Balfour of the British
delegation deelared that the Harding
association of mations plan on paral-
lel lines with the Leaguo of Nations
will not svit, and as Great Britain
is a staunch member of the League
hin ‘remarks and question that “we
don't want two Leagues of Nations,
da wel” is one that should set Presi-
dent Harding to thinking. Btudents
of the Harding mind and methods
should agree on what appears to be
the real parpose of the seml-official
announcement that President Hard-

-|ing proposed to eall for an mssocia-

tion of nations with simply a “gen-

tleman's agreement” us its
Tpose may be well described

ns & “feeler” after publie

and as a “feelor” it is wor

admirably both onm this side of the

big pond “w the other side,

CENERAL SPRIT
*OF PESSIMISMAT
ARMS CONERESS

Europe Feels New Effort To
Interest United States
Has Failed

HOPES EXTINGUISHED
BY HUGHES' POLICY

Anglo . French Rumpus Has
Disquieting Effect Upon
America and Brings About
Atmosphere of Hostility;
Simonds Bays Wells Is
Nationalistic Propagandist

By FRANK H. RIMONDS,

Washington, Nov, 20.~Despite the
fact that na one takes very serionsly
the possibility of & break hatwesn
the United States and Japan over
the maval ratio, there is no mistak
ing the mounting pessimism In most
quarters over the prospecta of the
present eonference. Tha fact is the
Freneh have gone hpme, the Ttalians

are going, mneither the Duteh  nor
the Beiginny disguise the lack of
intorest wluch the prasent.and the
futire of the procecdings lave for
them, while the British journalists
pretty generally hetray their eoun
try's disappointment.

The cause of the pessimism and
disappointment is not hard to dis
eover. From the Enropesn poiut of
view tha eonference wns looked for
ward to as & mecting which was
Roung in some way notl quite s
coverable in advanes to make the
conditions of life and the circum
stances of National exiatence and in
teruational relations on that econti
nent more tolerable. And today the
whole business is comprehend:d to
use the phrase of the foreign ob
server in the endeavors of some d!
plomatista sitting in private confer
ence to docide upon the number of
nbsolete ships to be scrapped and to
pans some pious resolitione regard
ing China which eannot be eaforced
and are not in the least liks to be
observed when foree in Incking.

New Effert Haa Falled

Europe foels  two things quite
manifestly, first that a new effort
to interest the United States in jts
situation has failed, not only as the
Paris conference failod uitimateiy,
but in the present cuse that the
American refusal has beem prompt
and unconditional. Europe feels
also quite as plainly that the Anglo-
French rumpus of recent days Las
had a widespread and evil effect in
the United States in confirming the
determination of Americans gener-
ally to keep out of European entfn-
glements,

When Mr. Hughes made his open.
ing mddress which so thrilled that
audienee which was the Ameriean
publie, the applanse of both Europe
and Asia was polite rather than un-
restrained. It wan & foint echo of
the mpplause which grocted Wilson
when he first unfoided to Europe his
plan for a Lengue of Nations. But
having applauded, Europe and Asia
both waited to ses what reference

which they wers witally concerned.
At the second open pession, when
Mr. Hughea did uot open the Far
Eastern question, the Japanese sat
back with evident relief and aceept
ed the Far Eustern question as dis
posed of, that is to say they ap
preciated at once that the United
States was not to undertake to de-
fend China by fores or challenge
the meeomplished fuets of Japaness
power in the Far Fast,
Thelr Hopes Exjingulshed

There remained the hopes of the
varioun European mations and par-
ticularly the hops of Britain that
the United Btates by insirting that
land disarmament should he dis-
eussed seriously, would open the waoy
o the reduction of the French army,
which is the night mare of England.
There was a similar hope on the part
of the French that some mign would
come from Mr. Hughes that his coun-
try would take up the pledge of
Mr. Wilson and revive the treaty
of guarantes against Germany,

Both hopes were in due course
of time extinguished and in this
period there developed that Anglo-
French quarrel which hox had one
terribly disastrous effect. Mr. Hughes
had deliberately set out to restriet
the objective of the confercnce to
limits which made positiva results
possible, But his hope frequently
expreased was that the realization
of some actunl agreement, if only in
the matter of a naval holiday, would
demonstrate the existence of a will
for peace in the world and thos
open the way for later agreements
on more important questions, prob-
nbly at later internationsl gather-
ingn.

No Atmosphere of Peace.

But after the Anglo-French explo-
sion and while Ttalian mobs were
assailing Fremeh econsulates because
of remarks falsely ascribed to Bri.
and, whon American correspondents
zight in this eity were listoning to
the chief British press agent an-
nouncing that his gountry would de-
stroy France if it built submsrines,
when the chief French ppokesman
was ing that the French dele-
gation would quit if the Germans
were invited to come to Washington,
when the leading British internation-
alist in flction-journalism was con-
ducting a fieroo Nationalistic cam-

satesmanship, whe

m Franco and the best
wan the
peek Betien

the jllusion that the

Jjournalist presenmt
American press to pin-
of pence was gaining

in the world? .

would be made later to subjects in Wy

STEPS TENT0 [AMERICAN D

IBOLISH FOREEN
COURTS I CHN

‘Far East Committee Ai'.loph
Resolution On Extra-
Territorial Matter

FOREIGN TROOPS TO
BE CONSIDERED NEXT

Commission of Jurists To
Make Investigation of Ohi.
nese Law and Court Prec.
tices and Report Within a
Year; Other Matters Pre.
sented By Chinese

Washington, Nav, 0.
Amsocinted Press)

Ay  the
Chien won fur

ther roncessians today in the eon

ference of the nine powers on ques
tions affacting the Pacific, and the
Far FEast In conformity with the
Hoot resolutions deelaring for the
territorinl and  administrativa  in-
tegrity of China, the Pacifie and Far
Fastern  committee  adopted rewo
lutions looking to ahandonment of
foreign courts in China, The reao-
lutions drafted by the sub-eom
mitter, headed by  Senater Lodge,
provide for an international erom:
misxion of jurista, whirh in to re
port within a year whether the
Chinese laws  and ecourt practicss
warzant abandonment of the fereign
courts, erented under treaties grant.
ing ertra-territorial rights in China
Want Treops Withdrawn.

Immedintely these resolutions were
adopted, the Chinese delegntes pres
wed another of their “tem points”

that declaring for withdrawal of
all foreign  teoops  from  Chinese
soil, and a'so  for abandonment of
tureign. telegraph, radin and police
wire syatems. Dr, Sze, Chiness min
ister here and a delegate  to the
ronference, presented  detailed in
formation regarding  the number
of troopa and  extent of foreign
wire sy<tems, in which the Japanese
predominate, and  thers  was wide
discussion of the questions hy all
the delegates bohind elosed doors

Troops and Wire Questionn

Goneral adlierence, it was said, was
given to the principle of retirement
of foreign troops and wire systems
from Chinn, in  conformity with
the principies of the Hoot resolu-
tion, Qualifications wers presented,
hiwever, by Japaness spokesmen,
who dealt with the necessity of
policing railroads and telegraph
lines. Diisoussion of the troops and
wire questions are to continue to-
morrow with prospects that a so-
lition will be worked sut by the
delegates of the nine powers with-
out reference of the deotaila to a
sub-committce.

Another Chinese question, that of
tarff wnd other revenue, was taken
up later in the day by a sub.com-
mittee headed by Senator Under-
wood, of the American delegation,
An intitial mecting of the sub.com-
mittes lasting almost three hours,
was said to have developed the ne-
eessity for intensive study of Chi
rese finances and the sub commitieas
adjourned without action antil to-
morrow afternoon,

Need More Revenue.

In the discussion, it was said that
hina's needs for increased revenue
were  recognized generally, but
whether an inereuse in the present
five per ecemt tariff was necesaary
was snid te he a question requir
ing eonsiderable study., Adminiatra
tion of the eustoms laws by Chinese
offiria's also was reported to have
bten & wsubjeet of the debate
The Chinese position, it was said,
favored m tariff increase 1o the 12
1.2 per eent figure suggested some
time ago by Great Britain, but eon-
siderahle divergenea of epinion was
naid to have developed among repre-
senistives of the other powers. It
will be several days, it was said,
hefore any report ean be submitted
to the fall committee.

Stresa. Troaps Malter.

Btress was laid hy the (Chinsse
delogatea before the Far Enastern
eommittee today on the questica of
foreign troops in China. Their pres.
ence, Dr. Sza declnred, palpably
wan & violation of Chinese integ
rity inasmuch as the troops were
sent  into the republie without
China's consent and over her pro-
tests. Dr. Sza asked that the eon.
ference “specifically discountennnee”
the alleged violations. He gave min-
ute data regarding the number of
troops, polico atations and other fea
tures which China is protesting.

Prines Tokugawa, of Japam, told
newspaper men later in the day that
Japan “intends to sbolish™ the wys-
tem under which Japaness troops
are in China “as soon as possihle”
Thin wan taken to mean withdrawal
of the troops would begin when a
satisfactory formula toward the
problem of Chipa was worked out
by the conference.

QUIET FOLLOWS BIG
WATERFRONT BATTLE

New Orleans, Nov, 29.—Quiet
reigned today at the scene of last
night's pitched battle on the water-
front between polies and sympathic-
era, of the striking union doek work-
ors, It was indicated today that
early settlement of the strike was a
possibility, the uniom having voted
to open negotiations with the New
Orlenns Steamship Associntion.

Iron bars, bricks, ciubs and ‘f\l
were used in last night's baltle which
started when mon-union workers

AN DELEGATES WIL
NOT ACCEPT ANY PROPOSAL
* TO MODIFY NAVAL PROGRAM

= m———
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Refreshing Promises In
Ebb Tide At Washington

League of Nations, First American Initiative Toward Or-
ganized World Peace, Stands Now on Shelf, Says H.
(. Wells: In Place of World Constitution We Now
Have at Washington World Conversation.

By H G

WELAS.

(Ry Arrangem- nt With The New Yurk World and the Chicago Tribune)

Washington, Nov. 1".—~The League of Nations was the first Amerlean

imitiative towards an organieed world peace.
wide enthusiaam evoked by its eariy promise, 1fs strug
gle 1o exist, ats abandonment Ly Ametiea, ila hlunders

and omissions and

imagination of the

can & project, into which many nat

It's beginming, the worid

the useful incomplete body that now

represents it in Genevae, are the material of an immense
conflicting Nteratnre. For & time st lenst, the Lesgus w
in the barkground.

It has not kept holf of the popular
worlid.

1 will not touch hera upom the mistakes and dis
pates, the posaible arrogance, The possible jealousies,
the inadvisable compromises, the unnecessary eonces
wivns that made the League a lesser thing than it hal
promised to he. I will not discuss why so entirely Ameri

ions cams mainly to please America,

failed to rotain the oMeial support of ‘the American government, Of such
thinge, the hirtorian or the novehist may write, but nnt the journalist

The faet remains that the projoct w

e & project noble and hopeful 10 its

legimnings, & very great thing indeed in huminn history, a dawn in the
darkness of international eonflicteand rompatition, an adventure that threw
n halo of greatness about the nation that produced ot anid abont that splen
dil and yet so humanly limited man who bas been ch?ﬂy wentified with

its promise and s partial failure.

BARRETT-STONE
LINE-UP FIXED

Heads of Farmers’ Union and
State Federation of Labor

Sign Agreement

Pledging themaelves an “the ehosen
representatives of the Biate's two
great and indispensable forces™ to
use every means of promoting the

welfare and happiness of the farmer
aund the wage earner, President
James F. Barrett, of the Btate Fed-
eration of Labor, and Premident R.
W. H. Btome, of the Btate Farmers'
Union, wot their mames to a “Deoclara-
tion of Affiliation" yesterday.

The coalition of the organized
farmers and the orgamized labor
foreca of the Btate was effected at
& tonference of the executive eom-
mittees of the two organisations
ral'ed here at the soggestion of
I'renident Barrett. Members of both
organizations  declared after the
signing of the Ikeclaration of AMI-
iation that political conaiderations
were not touched upon in the dis-
cussion leading to the promulgn
tion of the declasation.

“Maunipulations of speeculators”
and the “machinations of paolitie-
ians,” are mentioned aid demounced
in the dveelaration, the former be
causs they prey upon the producer
without eompensation for ita labor,
ond the Iatter beeause they have
raised barriers between the farmer
and the wage earper, ereating the
impression that  the twa  elasses
are enemina,  Hoth will have to
he met and eonguered, it in set
forth.

i
Must Bave Stale.

Further than the general declara-
tion of the amalgamation of in.
terest and influence, and the pian
to eampaign actively for their ecom
mon intercst, the officinls of tha two
organirzations do not go, Politicians
who always do the bidding of their
bosses have all but ruined the Blate
and the Nation, it is declared, and
these must he diseredited through
the eombined aetion of the farmer
and the wage earner. The Declara
tion of Affiliation reads:

"RetwWeEA  TAE - farser  and he
wage earners, civilization’s two great
and necessary forces, there has been
orected by a common enemy a bar-
rier of prejudics that has played
havos with both the farmers and
the wage workers. The wily manip.
nlations and expert propaganda of
the speculators who neither produec
nor eonvert raw produets intn
finished articles, have wuceeeded
in ereating in the minds of millions
of farmers and woge earners the
impression that the farmer and the
laborer are wmatural enemics, cach
advancing at tha expense  of the
other. An & result of this false im.,
pression & small cHque of poli
ticiane who always do the bLidding
of their bosses have all but ruined
cur State and Natbon.

“If Christianity is to sarvive; if
civilization is to progress; if hu-
man freedom and liberiy are not to
become mere  hollow mockeries of
the deelaration of independence and
our Natiomal Constitution, the farm.
ers and wage workers must strike
to the dust that barrier of prejudice
and igmoramee, and shoulder to
shoulder batt's for the common
rights of mankind.

“Poeling keenly the responsibilily
resting upoh us ps officers and memn-
bers of the exeeutive hoards of the
North Carclina Farmers Educationtl
and Co-operativea Uhnion and_ftate
Federation of Labor, in “a special
ealled joint  meeting, do hereby
pledge ourselves o the task of
bringing together im all rgihteous
conges the farmers and wage work-
ers of North 'Carclina. We do not
u nderestimate the forceés of oppo:
sition we shall meet.  Powerful

eombinations of wealth

the machinations of politicians,

met and co red.
perfected

wage workers may

gy

Largely An American Idesa.
Tt was, | insist, very largely an
American idea and only America,
Lecnuse of her freedorn from the

complex and bitter apirited traditions
of Ahe Furopean foreign ofMeos,
rould have bireught such & propoml
inte the arena of practieal polities,
The American nation is sxception-
ally free from ancient traditions of
empire, ascendaney, cxpansion, glory
aml the like. It is haunted by a
dream, nan ohstinately recurrent
dream, of & whole world erganized
for pears. It enmea back Lo that
with & motahle persistence,

The Lesgue of Nationa stands
now, as it were, on the ahelf, an
experiment mot wholly satisfactory,
not wholly a failure, destined for
senrching reconsideration at no dis
tnpt date. Meanwhile, the American
mind, with much freshness and bold-
ness, has produeed this second ex-

ence for the Limitation of Arma

too dofinfts and eramped in its con.
stitubion, too wide

It wns & premature s
standard objeetion, and & very reas:
onab!s one, wus that America might

and be ohliged to andertake reapon.

The seeond experimont, therafore,
has been tried very properly with
the loosest of constitutions and the
most severely defined and lmited
of alma, We are beginning to see
that, it too, in an experiment, likely
to he successful within it limits
but again not wholly satisfactory,
Instead of & world eonstitution, we
have had n world conversation.
Decided Ebb In Spirit

Thut conversation has passed from
the open sessions of the Conference
to the two commitites of five upon
the limitation of fnnd and wea armn

meats  and the Pacifie connmities
of mine. In all these commilleea
there are  wide flurtuntions of

thought and temper. There are daily
rommunications to the press from
this rommittee or that, from this
delegation or that, from & score
of propagundas. It is really not
worth the while of the ordinary
cilizon to follow these mguabibles
and flights and recriminatinng wnd
excitements. Certain  brond prin
eiples hava  heer. estab'ished; the
orilinary eitizen will be advised to
hold firmly to these and ses that
he gets them earried through,

ehb in the high spirit of the Con
ference. These disputes  about de.

amount of fatigue, witention s
fatigued, and the exploit of M
Rriand haa for a time shattered and
ronfured the gomeral mentality,
The Amerienn public was in n state
of pure nnd simple enthusiasm for
prace and disarmament and quite
unprepared  for the exploit of M
Hriand. Like ml!  werious shoeka,
it dtd not at first produce its full
teault, The mood was so amiable
here, so eager for eheering and emo
tional  human  brotherhood, that
when France, in  the persom of M,
Briand, snapped her  fingara at
the mere idea of disarmament and
quoted & twenty year old passage
from a dead German Field Marshal
to justify a vast army and an ng-
gressive naval  programme in the
face of an exhausted Furope, there
was & touching disposition on the
part of a  eonriderable section of
the American press o greet this
display as in some way condneive
to our millennial efforts. Only a
very few of us ealled a spade a spade
right away and deelined to protend
that the irony and restrained indig-
nation of Mr, Balfour nnd Signer
Bchanzer wers “endorsements” of
M. Briand’s stupendous eclaim that
Franes, with her submarines and
Scnegalese, might do as she pleased
ihA Europe. The facts that the
esustie and restrained uttemances
of these gentlemen could be so con-
strued, and that the London Daily
Mail should attempt to break and
mutilate my comments on the Frepch
attitude, demonstrate beyond doubt
the nped there was for the nimost
outgpokenness in this matter., But
the sitnation is now bettor realized.
The sir here is rather .clearer for
the outburst.

threatoning Tialy;
be mved

periment, nn & widely different diree
tion, the first Washington Cunfor-

ments. The Leagus of Nations was
in it powers,
or-state, One

be out-voted by quite minor powers
sibilitiea for which it had no taste.

And-mow-thew oy been x deeided’

tails have produced a considershie

" (Coulinned 9u Page Nisa)

Any Attack On “55-3” Ra
tio Regarded As Attack
On Fundamental  Prin-

ciple Limitation Plan

BELIEVE JAPAN WILL
ACCEPT PROPOSAL AS
OUTLINED BY HUGHES

Authoritative Figures Show
Japan To Have Less Than
The 60 Per Cent Btatus
Would Entitle Her; Japa-
ness Bpokesman Declares
Admiral Kato's Conten.
tion For a T0 Per Oent
Status Merely a Personal
Expression; No Announoe-
ment of Final Position of
Japanese Delegation Onm
Matter; Hints That a Plen.
ary Session of The Oonfer.
ence May Be Held Soon

]

Washington, Nov. 20 _(Ry the As-
sociated Press)—The purpose of the
Amarican delegntion  to the arms
conferenes to acerpt na modification
of  Recretary Hughes'  proposed
"5.33" ratio of naval strength as
the fundamental basis of sny limi-
tation mgreement was authoritatively
stated today. The wiatement was
hacked by disclosure of the facts as
to existing naval sirength ,

This shewed Japan to have less
than the @) per cent atatun to which
the “5.53" plan wonld entitle her,
no matter what method of ealeuls-
tinn was appiied. It showed also that
the American delogates had been
over the whole field before offering
the plsn and that their figures were
correect,

Kato's “Pervonal Oplnlon.®

Meanwhile, “rinde Tokugawn, of
the Japancse delegation, deelared
that the statement yesterday of
Viee Admirnl Kato, of the Japaness
advisory staff, confepding for a :3
por eent status for Japan, was
n “personal opinion” alone. It was
not, the Prince said, sponsored
the delegation of which Vies .
miral Kato is not 8 member.

Prince Tokugawa would not revesl,
however, tha actual view of the
Japanose delegates ah to what per-
rentage Japan would insist wpon im
fleet strength. He sald the four
delegates wera determining this for
themselves, independently of any
ndditional instruetions from Tokio.
He woull net say whether s de-
cinion actually had been reached asm
yet. \

Declsion Draws Near. !

While thess developments Tadi-.
cated atill more strongly that & da-
eision of this fundamental questiom
was drawing near, the arms confers:
enca itself marked time. A further
moeting of the naval experts of the
United Ftates and Japan, scheduled
for todny, wan postponed for twenty-,
four hours at requeat of the Jspan-
ess, Tho Americans were mot in-
formed as to the reason for this
portpunement. At Japanese heads
quarters it wan said forther @me
to examiie figures wupplied by the'
Amerizans wus needed.

In any euse, the naval experts
of the three powers chlefly eoncern-
ed are scheduled to meot tomorrow
in further sub committes delibera-
tions. Their work cannot deal with
wny major factor in the American
naval plan, hywover, for today's
rovalntions showed that these eon-
stitute a elosed chapter of proeced-
ings. The Rritish experts have fully.

accepted the nccurney of the lr*l.l
Aniéritan fleét estThinte. "Thd Jp-""""
aness have heen ablo to
nn figurea  competent to challénge
suscessfully the Ameriean showing.
Plenary Session Probable. .
Thare were hinta that a plenary
sengon of the arma conference might
he ealled nest week.  This eould
not be eanfirmed in any saothorita-
tiva quarter. It in known, however,
that when that meeting is ealled
it will mean that the delegatos are
preparing to reach’ a decision,
There is no present expectation
that the fundamental question of the
“L82" ratio or any other major
point will be worked out at the plen-
ary ses-ion. Officials elosest to tha
negotiationa expect that informal
mectiugs hetweon the variens dele-
gates will bring about the unltimate
ugreement by persosal toueh. It
will then be transiated into eomfor-
enge action,
Expect Japan To Accepl.
It is no sccret that the Ameriean
group expects Japan to accept the .
“5.5.3" ratio. It is also equally elear
that the United Btates will not nccept .
any enlargement of the status offered T
to Japan. That was elear to the
most easunl ohserver after the Amep-
ican delegates, with the exception of =
Senator Underwood, who could wof
be present, again talked over the
naval !.itunlinn bud.nny in :
Hughes' office, Mr, Hughes, Seng
Lodge, Mr. Réot and Mr. Unde
are known to be of one mind
this amd te b€ backed by the -

Ewm,l £ President Harding
- m‘ tion officers.

The American p has no 4
that Ameriean on £
s the ' - 16 was
nn's o elear today that if the question
of nstional security. birong ;
Vieo Admiral Kato were eousiden
s matio of sven 10 0 5
ship strength as to- Japen W

oods. %S
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