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" STRONG SPEEL
B POU AGAN
ANTHLYNGH BILL

Democrats Present Unbrok-
en Front In Opposition
- To Measure

ITS INJUSTICE SHOWN
__*_BY_TAR HEEL MEMBER

Deplores Prevalence of Mob
Law In Bouth But Asks
That Southern Men Be
Given Opportunity To
Work Out Promlem; Hard-
ing Not To Visit New Bern

News apd Observer Bureau,
601 District Nationnl Bank Bldg.
By EDWARD E. BRITTON,
{By Special Leased Wire.)
Wahington, Dee. 10.—The House
his afternoon went st the so-called
“Dyer” auti-lynehing bill, or rather
the wsubstitute for it prepared by
the Republican majority of the House
judiciary committee, and it was evi-
dent s the debate moved along on
the subjeet of the rule by which the
bill would be taken up that such ae-
tion as would come would be parti-
san action, for' the Democrats pre-
* sented an unbroken front agninst the
hill’s being considered, while the
Republicans supported the bill ex-
eept in n very few cases, if the ques-
tions asked Representative Camp-
bell, Repulilican, of Knnsas, when he
advoeated the justice of the meawmire
and its legality be considered s
showing a few Tepublicans in oppo
. sition,
Represntative Fess, Republican of
Ohio, was firat up in support of the
/ rule. He argued that the bill was
J constitutional, that it was not see
tional, ond told of a hewmubile lyneh-
ing in Olio, holding that knehing
ealled for a speeific Inw against it
! He wnx followed by Neprosentative
Byrnes, Democrst, of South Carolina,
who denouneed lynching, held that
the proposed law would not be ef-
fective, that it wouly not be econsti-
tutional, that it would arouse Tesent:
mont even in the Northern States in
the prosecution of officers for crimes
they were not able to suppress.
Pou Makes Strong Appeal.
Representutive E. W, Pou spoke in
siroug opposition to the rule for the
congideration of the bill. His argu-
ment was vigorous and to the point,
ronounced by many who heard it to
the most eonvincing of those
in opposition to the weasure. He
i mado inquiry for the reason of this
o particular bill being brought in at
‘ this time, that no ome in the com.
mittes before whom it was taken up
pretended it avould lessen the erime
ef lynching. He maid that he had
heard ounly one frank statement of
the reason, and that this was that it
| was in respouse to A demand in the
S Republican  platform and that it
‘%, Would be in payment of politieal dues
to the negroes. He declared that
only Southern men knew of the proh-
lems to be dealt with in the Bouth,
and that with Bouthern men there
is nothing higher than the protection
of the home, t*at in the Bouth mo
little girl would dare to be nlone on
a highwny distant from the shadow
of ber home, that & father would as
poon let bis little girl walk inte a
den, of wild animals as to have her
risk herself out on the road. He
told of -the horrors that came with
rape assaults, nd as Le spoke againat
the. enactment of s law that would
lend encouragement to rape attaeks
there arose from the Demoeratie
pide: .
“Tell it to ‘em, Pent. Go to ib
Represtntative F'ou spoke on. He
declarell that in North Carolina and
the South the people were doing all
that was possibld to end the erime
of lynching. “God knows,” he ex-
elaimed, nddressing himself to the
Republicsns, “we are as much op
posed to lynehing and mob rule as
are.”’ He declared that what is
noeded in the Bouth is for the
nogroes themselves to put the great
/ soal of dizapproval upon megro rap-
ists, instead of concealing and pro-
tecting them. Turning fof a moment
from telling of the deeds of beasts
who comuitted the unspeakable erime
against white womanhood, he spoke
im the terdercst terms of the “blaak
ma-amy" whom Southorn men loved,
that no man of the l:orth s:oulh&
appreciate the feclings of the Bouth-
ern men towards them. “My old
black mammy,” he exclaimed, “wan
the one left to protect and care for
us when there were raids om the
Bouth from  the Civil War™ And
turning ‘again to the erime
aroused Bouthern men, he de-
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HOUSE VOTES TO TAKE -
P DYER ANTI-LYNCH

BILL AFTER HARD FIGHT

voled to tahe up the Dyer
Iynching bif ander a rule Hmit.
ing genernl debate lo tea

in the bill belng given right of
way in the House.

General debate on the measure. |
according to plans of leaders, wil
be wsiretched over the days re-
maining beforg the recess which
probably will begin Thursday.
More than ten hours may be de-
voted fo ng the bill's fra-
tures, Chalrman Campbell of the
Rules committee sald “to perait
comprehensive comnideration of &
question that canmol be side-
stepped.”

RONPT ACTON
N HAZNG CASE

Wake Forest Faculty Acts
Quickly In Expelling Those
Involved

“Th facu'ty agrees with me that
haring is a combination of cowardice
and brutality for which there is no
Justification,” declared Dr. William
Louin Poteat, president of Wake For-
est College, whon asked yesterday for
a statement on the recent hazing epi-
sode at that institation, Dr. Po-
teat was in Ralegh om business and
was accompanied by Prof. Bruee
White, of the law school at the eol-
lege.

Bix students have beenr expelled
from the eollege and a vigorous in.
vestigation is being earried on in the
hope of discoverng all men eor
with the hazing last week. Discor-
ory mengs expulsion and has meanmt
that all along.

“Not more than three days passed
after the outrageous hazing oa the
fourteenth before tha studegh sémate
had seeured information which justi-
fied the faculty in expelling six men
for hazing," said president Poteat,
yesterday. “A foll meeting of the
facully en the seventeénth aeted
with absolute unanimity. The en-
tire eollege ecommunity, students and
faculty alike, understand that discov-
ery means expulsion. There is mo
parleying, no discussion. All the fae-
ulty requires is the knowledge that
& man has been guiity of hazing,
and he is expelled at omee. The
faculty agrees with me thal hazing
is a combnation of cowardies and
brutality for which there is no justi-
eation, Accordingly, it goes to the
limit in the effort to ferret out the
few men who behind di-u'ﬁ.n bring
the good mame of the college into
il repute and supply the occasion
for a wholly false inference that the
student body is composed of men like
themseives. The officors of the faeul-
ty and the Btudemt Benute are pur-
suing a rigorous investigation in the
hope of discovering all the mea epn-
nected with the hazing of December
14th.™

The names of the Wake Forest
students expelied from eollege Sat-
urday om charges of haxing during
the fall term are: F. M

organ, J.
W. Parker, W, H. Cone, H. E. De-
witt, E. P, White, T. B. Carra-
way.
J. W. CANNON DIES

AT HOME IN CONCORD

Pioneer and Leader In Tex-
tile
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HOLDS PEKETI
0TSO POLICE
POWER F STATE

Supreme Court Says Legis-
lature Can’t Prevent Court

“Injunction
LEGISLATIVE POWER

|l - - SUBORDINATE ONE

Vigorous Dissenting Opinions
Handed Down In Case In.
volving Constitutionality
of Act of State of Ari.
sona; Ohief Justice Taft
Writes Majority Decision

Washington, Dee. 19.—The states
in the ewercise of their police power
have mo authority through legisla-
tive action to prohibit the eourts
from enjoining picketing in lnbor dis
putes, the Bupreme Court here held
today in a decision involviag an act
of the Btate of Arizena.

In the opiniem wpon whirh the
eourt divided five and four it was
beld that the lower ecourts erred in
refusing to eonsider an application
for an injunction which was sought
fo restrain eerfain methods of pick-
oting. Chief Justice Taft delivered
the opinion of the eourt, Justices
Holmes, Pitney and Brandeis separ-
ately atated dissenting views apd
Justice Clarke joined in the opinion
announced by Justice Pitney.

Leglslative Power Notl Buprems

“The logislative power of a Hinte
can only be eserted in subordination
to the fundamental prineciples of
right and justice whith the guaranty
of due process in the fourteenth
amendment is intended to preserve,”
deelared the Chiel\Justice, “and that
apurely arbit or eapricious exer-
cise of that power whereby a wrong-
ful and highly injurious invasion of
propery rights, as here, is sanctioned,|
and the ownger stripped of all real
remedy ia wholly at variance with
these principles.”

The Chief Justice stated that ille-
gality of the means used in the pre-
sént cane to drive away customers
was “without doubt and fundamen-
tal”

An Unlawful Conspiraey

“This makes this plan an unlawfal
eonspiracy,” the decision eontinued,
“the means used are the libelous

consequent obstruction of free ne-
cess thereto, all with the purposs of
depriving the plaintiffs of their
business, to give operation to a sta-
tute whereby serious losses infliected
by soch unlawful means are in ef-
feet made remedless * * * °
The eonstitution was jotanded to
prevent experimentation with the
fundamental rights of the indivi-
doal”

The Chief Justice ssserted that
holding the Arizoms law invalid
would mot mecemsitate holding woid
soction twenty of the Clayton Act
relating te immunity of labor or
ganiations frem ecertain laws pro-
hibiting eombinations in restraint of
commerea, The eonstruetion put
upon the Arizona law by tie Arizona
supreme court maskes that Jaw and
the Federal statute as different “in
meaning mns if they were in wholly
ditferent [anguage,” ho said.

Strong Dissenting Opinion .

The Btate eourt, however, im the

{Continued on Page Two)

RETURN TRUE BILLS
AGAINST J. L. PEAKE

Twin City Man Held In Knox.
ville Indicted On Three
Oounts In Forsyth

Winston-Salem, Dee. 10.—The For-
ayth grand jury this sftermoon re-
turned true bills in three ecases
against J. L. Peake, now im jail nt
ond wanted here
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‘| placed on the pension
the m Houss would have mnome of it.

Complied With.

ment on late trains, and today the
of the legislative throng,

the Constitational Requirement of

Distinetion comes to the speeial

lowing:

by eounties for the »

mong the things the Genmeral
the following:

A

game.

DOUGHTON FIGHTS HIS
LAST-BATTLE IN HOUSE

Fighting what was probably his
last battle on the floor of tha House
of Representatives, bringing to an
end his long career in the legisls-
tive annals of his State, Repre-
sentative B. A. Doughton won out
yesterday morning when the House
sustained him by a vote of 43 to 40
and remanded the Dunlap bill to re-
peal the penalties on faxes back to
the Finance Committee to die there.

Every rosouree of the veteran
legislator's experience was ealled

-|inte action whem Representative

Crisp, opposed to the measure, pro-
to answer the charge that the

had ' been steam-rollered, and
moved fo reconsider the vote, and
give ita supporters amother chance
at it. Mr. Doughton was more vig-
orous in debate than any recent wes-
sion has seen him. The vote en Bat-

|urday wes 43 to 4L

After the storm had passed, and
the waters wers again calm, the
House was done of fighting for the
present session at leant. Three hours
of plodding work ecleared the ealen-
dar of every item of legialation,
save a few minor bills that required
a third ng at the dawning of
the next legislativa day. Here and
there it killed & measure, and here
and thero a member found some-
thing that seemed to enll for a
spell of oratory, but the fight was
gone out of the body.

Tables When In Doubt.

Among the things that the House
laid eold on the table were the
Crisp proposal to have the polls close
at 4 o'clock in the aftermoom on
election days; « proposal to require
bonds of operators of sutomobile
bus lines; and a measure that orig-
inated over in the Benate by Ben-
ator Blue permitting Btate insti-
tations to do business with members
of their boards of directors who
have something to sell that the im-
stitutions want to buy.

Cowles of Wilkes, Republican eon-
sclentious objector to anything that
the majority proposes to do, eon-
cluded his career in the present ses
sion by a distribe on the yiniquity
of pensioning on old megrl woman
who served four years im a Con-
federate hospital as & nurse, apd
whose hosband was killed at .

"| asmas while fighting beside his mas-
" | ter. Mr. Cowles has & *widow of two

Confederate soldier’ whom he wished
roll, but

Whereupon he spoke at some length

(Continued 'n Page Two.)

not do, rather than by reason of its concrele onactments.
leginlation proposed mounted to imposing proportions, but in the majority
of cases, it was mowed down by a pernistont determination mot to upeel
the existing statutes to amy grester extent thanm was necessary.
Btate-wide measures ratified before adjournment included the fol-

A revised Municipal Finance Act;
of a $700,000 defieit in SHtate Bchool Fund; an act to validate taxes lovied
of six monthy sehool term, apd to fix rate
for 1921; an aet modifying taxes on banks, and to give Corporation
Commission more control over Btate banks; an set to repeal cotton ware-
house tax; an met requiring ull loeal and Btate bond issues to be regis-
tered in the office of the Biate Auditor; An met providing machinery for
the egllection of antomobile license taxes.

Assembly refused to do, are Included

To pass the Long Ejectment Bill; to repeal Btate-wide primary law;
to aboish or modify eapital punishment; to repeal the penaity for non-
payment of taxes; to enlarge appropristions to various Btate edueational
l_arl custodial instjtutions; to require Revenue Commissioner to give pub-
lieity to Any proposed reductions of property assessments,

\pproximately half the fivt hundred bills that were offered in the
General' Assembly had te do with the validating of loeal boud issues, the
authorization of new bond issues, or the authorization of bonds to take
care of the floating indebledness in the various connties nnd cities. Next
to these in number were sundry provisions for the better protection of

Specialr qusio;; Adjourns
Vith Its Program Completed

l.cg‘:lhu'n Expedient of Turning Forward. the Clock
ings Forth a New Day and -Requirements of Con-
stitution for Valid Passage .of Municipal Finance Act

By a elock that registersd an hour and a half past miduight of Tuesday,
Decomber 30, and with s total of 628 biHs duly ratified, the Genoral As
sembly of North Carolina in speelal session adjourned sime die. The im
memorial eustom of turning forward the elock to hasten the dawning of a
new Jegislative day wns obaerved at 9:07 in the evening, and am hour later
when the {wo bouses peconvened, it was 12:05.

The going was calm. Most of the busineas of both houses had been
completed during the day, lacking only the final readings om the Municipal
| Finance Act aud the Matthews measure to validate taxes levied by counties
for the support of the publia schools. Thess details were comploted within
an hour after the reconvening. Many of the members left after adjourn-

capital city will have seen the last

-

At the concluding wession of the General Assembly, a commission of
five members, thres from the House and two from the Benate authorized
by the Connor Resolution to study the question of levying tazes to mee!

six months school was appointed.

Ipeaker Grier named H. G, Connor, Jr, of Wilson; Thomas D. Warren, of
New Bern, and R. T. Weatherman, of Btatesville, Lieutenant Governor
Cooper mamed W, C, Dowd, of Charlotte; D. F. Giles, of Marion.

session because of the thinge it did
Etate-wide

s resolytion authorizing the bonding

LONG TURNS AGAINST
HIS PUBLICITY MEASURE

Leaving the Btubbs bill for a eon-
stitutional eomvention and the hill
providing publieity for all scts con-
neoted with the granting of refunds
and reductions by the Commissioner
of Revenue alone on the ealendar,
the Benste yesterday disposed of all
other stray ends of legislation and
discovered and ecorrected an error in
a local bill which would have chang-
od the general law covering the fssu-
ance of Btats road bonds.

Bills passed included the Muniel-

Finanecs bill, the bill walidating

y of tazes made for rt of
schools and the hill all
widows of Confedorate veterans

married before 1850 to be placed up-
on the pension rolls, while local self
govorument found expression in the
tabling of & bill permitting the Btate
Board of Edueation to ereate school
distrieta in eertain énsen.

Only 32 Benators answered to thelr
names at the afternoon session and
no effort was made to eall up the

nstitutional eonvention, but Bena

r Burgwyn, of Northampton, mads

tile effort to eall up the bill pre-
seribing publicity for petitions made
to the Commissioner of Revenue for
reductions and rebates.

The Benator declared that he had
heard of the bill while in Gates-
ville trying & lawsuit and that the
people of his distriet wers heartily
im favor of the measure and had
asked him to support it

“I voted for the eonfirmation ef
the Commissioner of Revenus on the
understanding that something would
bo done to prevent a recurrence of
the rebate of last fall by which the
Ameriean  Tobaceo Co. received
$110,000" he declared.

Notoriety and Distertien

However, Benator Burgwyn de-
sisted in his effort to have a record
vote takem on the bill. when Benator
Lopg, of Alamance, author of the
moasure, Teclared that if it were
called up he would make a motion
to table, “Notoriety and distortion™
of his purpose in introducing the
bill were the reasons assigned by the
Sonator for his change of front on
the measure which was defeated in
committee by a vote of nine to
seven. The Benator also stated that
"o had discovered that the bill was
noorly drawa and did net apply pre-
:isely to the situation.

Benator Delaney called the atten-
tion of the Senate to the fact that
& bill previously passed by both
houses authorizing road bonds
Bailey township, Nash eounty had

(Continued onm Page Two.)
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Eighteen Opportunities
For Christmas Service

teen of the first forty opportunities for Christmas servies
News and Observer in conjunction with the Associated
COharities taken, the remaining are presented today.
The cases represented in the list published this morning
ing degrees of need. One Opportunity, mot yet taken

, the oldest of

STATE T0 RAISE
S0 TOWARD
FOUNDATION FUND

_—

Quota For North Carolina
In Million Dollar Memorial
To Wilson

MRS. DANIELS CHAIRMAN
FOR STATE COMMITTEE

Organization Is To Be Com.
pleted and Campaign
Launched Week Begin-
ning Jan. 16th; Income
To Be Awarded As Nobel
Fund Is Administered

In eommon with the other states
of the Union, North Carolina, during
the week beginning January 16, 1920
will be asked to contribute its quota
of $35.000 toward the Woodrow Wil
son Foundatiom Fund, ts bha used
as & memorial to the War President
and the perpetuation of the Wilson
ideals. The godl of the foundation
executive committes i3 one millloi
dollars.

Mrs. Josephna Daniels has sceepted
the ehairmanship of the Bitate ecom-
mittee will be opened in Raleigh, and
and will shortly announes the com-
plete organization for each eounty
in the Btate. Offices for the Com-
mittes will be opend in Raleigh, and
the work will be directed from the
city, with the asmsistance of many
prominent mon and wanfon who have
pledged their eo operation,

A, W, Mclean, originally desig-
nated as chairman for North Caro-
lina finds that he will be unable to
serve owing to the pressure of his
dutien as a member of the War Fi-
nance Corporation. He was in Ral-
eigh recently to eonfer with friends
of Mr) Wilson here, and indueed
Mrs. Daniels to undertake the work
in the Btabe. Details of the organi-
zation are in process of consummation,
and will be announced before the
end of the month,

Mra. Daniels Drafted

“I have actepted,” declares Mrs
Daticls, “only hecause in view of
the inability of Mr. Mclman, who
has beem named ohairman, beeavse
of his official duties to give the mat-
ter his persomal servies, & number
of the friends of Mr. Wilsom felt
that I sould reader a service in pro-
moting the ideals whiah Mr. Wilson
illustrated in his eareer, particularly
sa commander-in-chief of the Army
and Navy in the World War, and at
the Peagce Conference,

“The duty comes to me by the
selective draft and I am sure that
hundreds and thousands of North
Carolineana will ba glad to eo-oper-
sto in this patriotic and beautiful
idea. I shall be happy if every per-
son in the Btate, of every political
party, who believes in the great
ideals of Woodrow Wilsom will write
me and join in the eampaign which
must be pressed immediately.”

Dpring the past week, Mrs. Danlels
visited Wilmington to eonfer with
Dr. James Sprunt, a great admirer
of Mr, Wilson, nad other friends of
the ex-President. General Julian 8,
Carr, Mra. Edith Vanderbilt, and
many other prominent men and
womien throughout the Biate have
pledged their interest and support
in the eampaign to be launched the
middle of January, and eontinued
one week. It Is believed that the
goal will ba eanily attnimed.

Perpotuate Wilson Ideals.

The Woodrow Wilson Poundation
will he pattarned somewhat after
the Nobel Foundation of Bweden.
The ineome from the foundation
fund will be awarded by & nation.
ally constituted committes & the in-
dividual or gronp that has renderel
within a wspeeified peried either of
four ways:

Meritorious servics to Demoersey,
, Meritorious service ta Public Wel-
are,

Meritorious wservies to Liberal
Thought, or

Meritorious serviee to  Peace
Through Justice. "

The National organization is com
posed of Franklin D. Roosovelt,
chairman ; Hamilton Holt, executive
director; Edward B. Morse, execn-
tive director, and the following exe-
eutive eommittee: Cleveland T.
Dodge, Mrs, Carrle Chapman Catt;
Frank L Cobb, Btephen P. Duggan,
Mre. J. Maleolm Forbes, Edwin F.
Oay, Mre. J. Borden Harriman, FA-
ward M. House, Frederick Lyneh,
Henry Morganthau, Adolph 8. Ochs,
Francis L. Polk, Virginia Potter,
Caroline Routs-Rees, Mrs. Charles
E. Simonson, Mra. Charles L. Tif-
fany, Btephon 8, Wise, and Mry, H.
Otto Wittpen,

TWO MEN KILLED IN
WRECK ON SOUTHERN

Axniston, Ala, Dee, 19.—Two men,
:.“-". 0:.‘1001. ‘"-“]i of Jackson,
n., Coolidge » mall
clerk, were killed in numi of
Ral

son

Bouthern Rallway train No. 71, Jack-

ville to Birmingham, and Kan-

sas City, at Tarfus, eight miles from

Anniston today. Bix were injured,
seriously.

FRANCE DEC 1
TO ACCEPT PLAN
FOR SMALL NAVY

¥ —q,
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UNITY NEEDED IN
* CHINESE AFFAIRS

ﬁelegation In  Washington
Will Continue To Repre-
sent The Country

Washington, Dee. 10.—(By the As-
sociated Presa) —Declaring they still
“represent China in truth,” despite
the resignation of the Peking eabi
net, the Chinese delegation in &
statement today declared that unless
the 21 Jomands enforesd by Japan
on China in 1915 “are cancelled, the
prineiples adopted by the Washington
conference amount to nething more
than deraps of paper.”

The delegation members said that
Dr. W. W. Yen, minister of foreign
affairs, had consented to remain as
aeting premier. Dr. Yen way edu
epted in the United States huving
been graduated at the University of
Virginia, and served for a time ns
secomd mecretary to the Chiness Le-
gntion here,

Need Central Government.

The statement issued by the dele
gation said in part: “In reply to
ingmiries econcerning tecent news
from. China, it has been said by
members. of the Chiness delegation
that the proceeding® at thoe Washing
ton conference have emphasized the
desire throughout China to unify the
country. It is the belief that the
unifiestion of the eountry v the ¥ine
qua non for an independent nation.
Without a strong ecentral govern-
ment supported by the various strong
partien in the country il ls impos.
sible to avail ourselves of all the
advantages to be desived from the
princip’es adopted at the Washington
confgrence. * * *

“General Chang Tsao-Lin in Man-
ehurin natorally consider his resty-
nation mostly likely to be affected by
the decisions of the Washington con-
ference. The Japaness delegation
has delsyed and postponed the de
liberations with regard to China and
they are determinedly holding on to
the privileges in Bhantung. It is
this feeling that the interests of
Manchuria might bo partered away
vinee the Japanese rofuse to sorap the
21 demands affecting te future of
those proviness It must berscalled
tast the 21 demands were presented
wilth an ultimatum, but d,:u they
affeet the territorial and administrat.
ive autonomy of the Chinese govern.
ment, dnlessrthe 21 demands are ean-
ecelled the principles adopted by the
Washington conference smount to
nothing more tham scraps of paper.

Try Te Unite Country.

“In an earnest attempl to get the
co-operation of all the leaders in
Ching General Chang Teao Lin de-
sires to unite all the forees of the
eountry. There is n very strong like-
lihood that the other leaders, espe-
cinlly Genersl Wuo-Pei-Fu, who is
popular and werful in  Central
China, wili rally to the call of pa-
triotiam,

“History is in the makiyg and we
do nod know the final results but of
this we do know, that all the men
in China, both high and low, are
thinking sbout unification seriousty.

“A few men of the cabinet mght
be ehanged and the president might
retira but his retirement is only an
indiealion of the gemeral desire to
sacrifice personnl glory for mational
unity and welfare, * * ¢

“The Uhinese delegation at the
Washington eonference has the con-
tinued support of the people and so
whatever happens in China, they will
represent China in troth”

BRIAND AND GEORGE
TALK ON REPARATIONS
English and French Premiers
Discuss Germany's Inabil-
ity To Pay

London, Dee. 190.—(By the Asso-
ciated Press.)—David Lloyd George,
the British Primo Minister, and Aris-
tile Briand, the French Premier, to-
day had a eonference lasting several
hiours in the official residence of Mr.
Lloyd George, and conversalion was
concerned almost  exclusively with
(lerman reparations and Germany's

in full the January and Febroary in-
stallments,

No official information fs obtain-
able as yot as to the attitude of
France snd Great Britain toward
Germany's plea. An official eom-
munique lssued after the conference
asserted the eonversation wis on
general economic questions. Those
questions were given over to Fremeh
and British experts who will sabmit
a report on them tomorrow. As far
as ean be scen at prosent thero is no
rospect that a meeting of the mm-
preme ecouncil will follow the m.
formal conversations between the
premiors, but possibly one outeome

-

will be an economia conference om

plea that she will ba unable to pay |

Takes Steps To Reconcile
Views On Naval Ratio - -~
Problem With Those -
of Other Powers i
CONCILIATORY VIEWS
"LONG STEP TOWARD

FINAL SETTLEMENT =

Message To Becretary
Hughes Indicating Ao
ceplance of American Pro-
posals Sequel To Oon-
ference Between Ambas-
sador George Harvey and
Premier Briand In Lom-
don; Expected That
French Delegation Will
Insist On Increasing Sub.
marine Strength and Por
Replacement of Present
Obsolete Battleships With
New Ones

Wushington, Dee. 10.—(By the As.
socinted D'ress.) —France has takem
steps to reconcile her views on the
naval ratio problem with those of
the other powers, but her procise
attitude—now the erucial issue of
the mrms negotistions—remains ia |
douht,

Unofficial advices from abroad te- .
duy indicated that Premier Briond
had deeided to mccopt the American
proposal for a French eapital ship
fleet of 175,000 tons in place of the
350000 tom plan drawn by the French
delegaten,

Boeretary Hughes, as chalrman of
the arms eonferenee, slso reesived
from the Freneh premier a communis ¥
cation eonstriad at the Btate Depart- ;
ment as meaning that the Freach
group had beem directed to accede
to the American program, -

Different View By Freach.

But the French delogates them-
sclves did not so construe s long
message of instructions received from =~
the premier during the day. They
deseribed it ns advising them to go
as far toward meeting the Ameriean
views as they could without smerifiee
of Fronch National interests. It was
said not to embody a specific decls- 3
ion nor te-make reference te any )

specifio tonnage ghl-

With the negotiations in that situss
tion, Mr. Hoghes and Albert Mar-
raut, head of the French delegation,
hold a long conference late this afters
noon and parted without making any
announcement. It was said only that
the conversations were proe
and that therq was a mutual expes-
tation of ultimats agreement, ‘

In oulm dqu.nlﬂuu llufthu s
apparent a distinet note of optim
despite the day's mystifying -uﬁ L
sion of developments. Among Amer- v
iean offieinls an almost unanimous °=
belief prevailed that France evemtus,
ally would take the American 4
for ber capital ship allotment, sven 4
though she insisted on An inereass .
of submarine tonnage ns an effset, !
For the mement the negotiations are
eoncerned solely witle eapital whij
and to many delogates a five
agreemont on that subjeet does nob
scom far away.

Long Step Toward Settlement.

It is pointed out by the Americans
that even an effort by the Fremeh
to adopt m conciliatory attitude to-
ward ;:u rio:]t of the United Btates
may regarded as a lo
ward a settlement. 'l‘lu"a\m
position all along has beem that ra-
tios should be adjusted on the basis
of existing strength, while the 350,
000 ton proposal of the French was
frankly predicted on the emtirely
different principle of national needs.
8o if the French premier has done
nothing more than approve the r
American “status quo’ prineiple he
has contributed a great deal, in the
view of Amerivan officinls, toward
final agreement.

The message received by Beeres
tary Hughes was a soquel to lash
night's conference betwesn M. Bri-
and and American Ambassador Har-
vey at London, which press reports
say resulted in the Premier's see }
teptance of the American plan, To-
day there werp nigns that, the situs.

tion might develop further eom &
cations because of the direct

quisted when it was explained at the
State Department that the Becretary
had acter in his capacity sa
man of the eonference and had

by
announcement of the results of the
London econforemes in ‘r-
patches which reached Wash

of the Premier's m

J?




