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HOLDING THE FORT.

The old village eloeh wos striking
cight in its vonlinl, asthmatic way,
when  Mreo Blldgotiehl  suie upe the
ganlvrpath withe o' pajer of mbist
brown sugar nnder one aenn wnd Balf o
poiil of  paratine eanitles wmler the
wther,

On el sk of e robo np plump
Beals of  cahlases and Win-grein
swanps of onions, XOhrdby hopsyine
Wil waving I tisscls  agalnst the
proreh pillies, anel o WAL o aarsliy was
growing rankly by tho gate.  For Mz
Iideeiebd was a B believer in the
Bennuty of ntility,

T thie iy of Bis deeeased wifis there
hinl been i fudot attempt At morning-
glory vines, clovespmks and Johnnys
Jwapers aronmid  the house, ot Mr,
Blidgetield it st Setthed thist uatt -

Vv

“Figge!™ b bl ruthlessly el
“They ain't ool by neither stew for

cough-taixtires, nor e boil ap for
greens, Looks? What do 1 eare for
Ik ¥ At a0 pqmash oo every
Bit a= pretty ana marigobl U3 ke to
know? My lnughter saust Do Dronghi
ug not tivewes foi eipty show!™

Al so adl the wild, Gantiastic beanty
ol nature had been narrowisd down into
yogetiuhle borlors amd patato patehes
Wil the sails of the Bldgetell ohll
dees Tied Boen maerowed gecording!y,

Money! juoney! money! That  wos
the gad of M HGIgeiells ilolatey:
Ie went to chsreh on Sunday, and st
ot thesepvive in hivhinl and eushion-
Lot pew, but to him all that the chowr
sy andd the preachior proacled wis—
1oy !

He attended  the proyer-tneetings
punctually, for he was o member of
the chureh, bub e never put imoee thin
noapper penny in thi pliate,

“IH every man takes care of number
oo, b s, with o hined compression
of his ligouwm-vite lips, “the whole
worll will be took cire uf!”

Herose up early to cconomize the
sunshine, and Ly down Lite for fear of
wisting tiwe I kept o whole al.
wanae full of proverhs oa tho tip of
his tongue, nad denonnced “shiftless.
nens” as it it were ong of the seven ear-
dinal sins. Danelug wis an instru-
ment of the Evil O novel reading
was the opening wedge of Dante's Pur-
gatorio.  Anything in the shape of in-
noeent reereation wis iodireet yving in
the face of Urovildenee. And the
Blldgefiell chibilren grew up gaunt,
caroworn and prematurely old wnder
this systom of training.

Mr.  Biidgefichl's  first  wife  had
droppeid quietly and obscurcly into her
grave before any ono faiely compre-
hended Lhatshe was not in high health.
Hard work snil o reléntless Laskoaster
havd falely worried heroat of the worll,
And all the ueighborhood marveled
when, ten years afteewand, Nancy
Bloom married the widower

Nuncy was the village school tench-
er—a bright-eyed, buxom youmg wouion
of twenty-eight or thuty. she had
taken a fancy to the little BHgediehls
and she was bLired of techiog, and
wanted a hote,

“You'll find Ben Blidgeiicld a hard
yutto erack,” siid the peighbors, warmn-

ingly.
S elsk " Naney hiil cheerily re-
plied.

And wo she married Mreo Bldgeniel's
and went to the farmhonse Lo live

vl that o stepmittor was a foarful
thing: Dt to theie surptise, tiey ol
Mes BI Bretid Ngular Two o posis
Hve revelath ool delight,

She showel e how to bl wwe
lhes endy,  with Bielory  nots
choppied i dn @G skl Simead, o

Wl el el of eleven, who wis
popalierly sopposed Lo D lgnoriost even
of thie ot Ton of @ Bidsing Loy

SR e T pbe S oty Hedul
whinpwrel Murkots, Hhs st

SWTE bt have ple every al
chuekedod Mo, o o Tiked ool things
tovont i b deink,

Sl Vo By o the beres=siomex
Fog v ke bkt Deovks allof my awn,”
wliband Adsting, who never bod wim
anything tnt ber wothor's el ol
Al griwnis cuntily eut ovr,

Yt B a Lran-Boensy tood
elst (01 giise the wod hvifer vall® ex-
il Giorge, e tillest oy,

Al Lewow, thie elilest, wli il e
seoldodd, snoblied, wnd Kept down ) bis
e, Felty with e thilll of hapganess,
that his pew stepumatber soeretly sy
pathifeel with Wls eltorts o gl i e
world

“NOW AIeT here" thoneht Leaws ¢l
Fowl as 001 comded i it s thing.

Meo Biidgefichl gt
rmarrie o week, wlen b (TR TR TER T
this e, vidoy Azt i, with Lhe
Pckets of mriiides oo s s,
ad w disatistied frown Totwern: Nis
lipiaws,

STTWD Varslieg® he  Ealld, | UL
lopmidly amdor the B of  Hhe bl
fringal window eurtaine At chicks
n for supper—aomd . appe sa4 il
A evory one cettin® pomanl,
ambpobdy doim® nowori. Pliis wen't
oo Napey wust learn better tnan
this!™

e opened the door ol wilksd
Erimty in,

Acdeat silenes fell upon (he el
Heen ot the wet Dlanlkoting qarition
ol “lathie™

Bt Naney lopbed oleerfolly g,

Yoo Lite, wren'n yon, Ben jini ¢
sl she

SWhat's Wl s "
lgnoring  her
HIETTI

UIUE supper”  sall Noaney,
Hopm, iy dear, anid lelp sonpsel "
SUIeken ™ eroakod the farmer; “and
spring chiviken ot than, when they're
w-fotein’ sixty conts apaire at tie botel!
Swevt vike, sies, amd the bed) knlyves!
Maodis! pit thein fuowls bivk in the
enploard!  There's plenty o cobl pork
left from vesterdiy, 1 ealenate. Al
ny, Wow sl ooe o them cangdles!
The way we burn candles {5 radick-
Tows; ok store candles, too! Whiy,
war pover thonglit o wsin” ns g it
dipr eamlles wlhen —""

“Moses, lot the ehtckens adone,™ =ali
Mrs, I3 livlds o softly=deliberate
avvetits, Alelinm, dom™t tosldle with
the citidled™
Wit Mr.  Ihlgal ',
gzt g e vt off - sagan dowin on
e Cabile nned . vartiing Chee e los T
able A e i sanall park of aetillvey
sl thoiaghit sour Tul perhiog g forgot-
ten that | ain the heusckeeper Iwro."
sl Ny
The eliflidren turned a4 mnny colurs
W the ruinbi s Moses, who was con-
stitutionelly neevous, ot belinil his
stepuiother; Simon edged wlittle nearor
to thy poker; Marlbn swallowed et
st marsel of cake with suelpreeipt-
tation as nearly to choke hersell; Ade.
tina Legia to sub aml snivel under lier
brenth, -

Mg, Blidgefichd,” siald  the irnte
former, *will you e su gomd fsto es-
pliin. yonrsell =

“Oh, certainly!” sdd the late Miss
Nimey Bloom,  “As long as 1 amals,
tross hera I intend To vonsult wy own
Inclinations. 1 shudl undertile 1o give
yutn gool fosd, sl to Keep vougsel ! il
your ehildron comfortabily clothuads g
I shall choose my own® method of doing
i i

SOLidann, sl Al Blingetiehl, looden,
ing the folils of Bis eravit, s i there
eame pn apoplectio pressure there “You
will obey. me, or you will lvave my
Lionyse!™

srreely  Iwen

cliguge!

sl Mr Bidgreavhl,

quory, as b glared

Wit

Tl

Dlsaster to o Bude.

A dule wialked Into i dector's oflice
oty Seventh street ons  morning  lust
week with n pateh over his eye, abind
ge over his hewd, WS dem in o sling,
two yards of ol ol aboamd his
neck, a strip of vourt plister wross his
face, andd an ngly liwking  nose, thick
Lips, bils vir slit in’ two  places and
Tame in both legs
srent JEsculaping  what
sl the stietied doctur,

v A w, dootaw, good mawning.”

Sllenven's! mian, What's the wattor ¥
Ieen standing up before Wugger Suls
fivan?  Cyclone cateh you? Girasshop-
pers sottlo on you?  Mule kick you
or what >

anaw, doethog, don't thention it It
ks we Hnhel, don't you Know ¥

wAnd whint's the matter, uman 7"

vhw, doctaw, T was 0 membab,
don’t you know, of n comsting pahty
lalist night out oo Mt Aubu'n, don’t

Is LY

The six young Blidgetields had been

Fel know ¥
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g pobnd it the gertinal ol
Boosay hie white v g, o biothy el
fonr or tive G 0 roneh beown pu-]_
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very fopontant  tat  they slond ! b
Toept feesh sl dosewhat teiste T
Wi vnl thew sien
Tortahsht o b, sl sl detvetive ohes
are throwiooeants When they
strivel alaley ng, i
ety eyt Elrong by b thoe sin
al prennil them by posaler ina
L dn whid A
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Bive i singlo sowd For progisation Do
the plunt in his ol ection, all Veing
stulen By the negerpes s imatorial by
love phidlivrs

It is pot surprising, in view of theo
spuntities, to gl W naet Learkn sl
tharst staperstitionts vadie b e vyes of
the West Africans,. Anong thoss peo-
ples, where it is nolanedigenous, nor
yebexbripvagantly deii, no ragaaction
of any potuend can ke plice withe
ont an exchnnge of kol This s
cither in todoen of gosd=willor to =lunid
the buegaiig”  When two il ally
Uliemnsedved thoy exdhiam pe sluites Lol
s eolur represent g preaoeiind Trivn -
linews, g womtoo, wie b ddeclarel by

senling vl kolis to Lhe eoviny,
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e Prophet Bigeself,
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n dollue 5 often the prive of o single
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merchants olten reveve s welght in
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