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GOVERNOR OE LOUIANA N

LGN CANPAGH (L

Says Amendment Has Not Disfranchised Any

Native White Man.

The Republicans have been circulating o printed cireular
clanming that in hisinuagural address Governor hu:ml. of Louis-
iana, made a statement 1o the effeet that the new Constitutional
Amendment of that State disfranchised illiterate white men as
well as ignorant negroes.  Hono K. M. Simpmons, chiairman Den-

cireular to Governor Heavdasking if he meant by s inaogural

and algo what had been the effect of the amendaent o ns State
as to uneducated white volters. This answer was recoivod vess
terday and is as follows
State of Louisinna, Executive Departinent,
Baton Ronge, June eh, 1000,

| Hon. F. M. Simmons,
Chaivman Democratic State Executive Conanittes,
Raleigh, N, O
| Dear Sir— Yout letter of the fith inst. received with enclosed
[printed civenlar, giviog extracts from my inaugiival adilress,

The conclusion drawn from these extreacts by the publisher
of this civeular, are not watranted, and thestatement contamed
in the vivenlar to the offect that the Democratic party had de.
Cprived any white people in Looisiana; of their vight of suffrage,
g mot teae. Uoder the new Constitition of Loasiaona, adopted
ity 1805, there is an educational or property gualificition regair-
e, This educational quadification is that “he shall L able (o
vead and weite” und o osimple test of this i< peguired g the
shape of a bk form of apphication to be illed oot by the e
plicont.  If the citizon cannot vead wd write bul s possessed
of =800 worth of property  assessial for taxes, e is thereby
qiuhitiedd, Bt oue Constitabion went fuethe iud provided that
no male percon whe was, on Jantaey 15t ISGT or ab gany prio
date, entitled 1o vote in any State of the United States, and thy
sons and geand-sons of sny sacl person, should e denied the
right to vote boeanse e Lad not the edueational or property
gualitication.  This provision, which hreame knoswi as “Section
37 opened the door o practically every white i in the
State, whether vieh or poor, edueated op illitevate. It was for-
thermore provided that those elaimitie the vighl of saflvige nn-
pder this section, shanld have the privilege of  going onod PER-

MANENT REGISTRATION R, to be put on record it the
oftice of the Secretary of State, so that no registeation officer,or
othier ofticial, conlit ever deprive themof their right to vote.
The referenes to the beneficial effvcts of the suftrage men-
i tiomed o my inaugoend addeess, was in general terms, aud con-
sidered frow a general standpoint the vast improvenent i the
electorate of the State, since the elimitiation of the large moss
of negro voters. O poople are, of conrse, all Familine with our
sulfrage and election laws and it was not necessgry to ge into
details on such on oceonsion

I vogret that anyvons outside of Lmsann shoold hove asod
wiv ek to mistdpresent the action of the Democratic party
of tny Stute, which bas vver been the true friend of all elassos
ol white puople within her borders.

Very vespoctfully, W. W, Hean,

Wihat Governor Heard really said in his inangeral addres-
wius Lhis:

“The wise Timitition of the sullfrage, wiider e present Con-
stitution, to a property owning aml intelhgent electorate, hes
served to eliminate from the exervise of the sullrage the vast
mass of venality and ignorance which has heretoford been o
| constant menace to ond governnient,

These hontations and vestrictions of the frauchise, elim-
ate from the electorate @« large portion of the negro elomoent, thus
committing the destitnes of the commonwealth to the hamds of
its white citizens.

“This was done for the pavpose of protecting not. only the
| white, but the coloved vace as well, from the ovils of vorvupt
| government and to preserve the rghts and libernties of both, It
| therefore secomes un boperative duty, now mors than ever be
| Tore, to deal justly and ficly with this class of our people, aud
| tosee to it that they ave fully protected in tie enjovient of
their rights of persou and property, s to iusure the bottor
went and elevation of their moral and material condition.”

This langaage i< plain and leaves no room (or the misropre-
senfations employed by the Black amd Tan campaign managers.

| ALL NATIVE WHITES VOTE,

What Louisiana Congressmen Say.

The Black-and-Tan campaign scvibblers  continne to i
about the etTieor of the Constitations ) Amendmaent in Lonisiana
We have given the testimony of the chief  public officials and
educators in Lontsiana. and the obsorvation of others who have
visited that State. Below we aldid to ather testimony the opin-
jon of four of the Representatives in Cogress i that Stiate:

House of Reprogentatives, Washingion, June 4th, Lo,

W, the undersigosd membors of Congress from the State
of Loniston, state that the salfrage amendment to the Consti-
tation of Lonisiang = giving geeat satisFiotion to the poople of
the State.  Theveis no longer any gaestion heing node as todis
ponstivutonality, and that whitle it has elimamared e sgnorsnt
peeero vote, it has not disfranclisod the unedocitid native born
whiibe mate,
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address to imply that any white men had bheen disfranchised, '

| oon the st duy of July, 1002 g difority of vais st

THE AMENDMENT AS CHANGED.

Says It Shall All Stand or Fall
Together.
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