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CHADTER V.

“hen I met Sir Bdwuand in ihe
worning I told him ihat my pariners
lid agreed Svith e to alter the clause
i the agreement, (hough we bad not
vei deelded in what manner,

Lam glad 4o hebr 187 he said; “any-
nng Will be Detier than that agree
penid VS it stands”

Cith came down late to breakfast,

e Juoked pale and =aid zpe Bad
wer=lept hevseif. -
she  paused as if {0 colleet  Ler

Lousiits, and then said;

“1 was nearly asleep when I noticed
a sound coming from the window., W
was us if some one were rapping upon '|

class—not loudly  or quickly, but j
v. as though with the tip of the
inger. and at intervals, I might have
ennied twengy or airiy bhetween cne
g and, the next, 1 teek little nolice
it ab - frst, thinking as 1 had left
Wiudow parviy open, it wnight be
wp wihnl moving the Veoetian blind;
vat after a while, the pervsistent tap—
mp—tap irritated me. 1 rvose and lit
vocandle, then I went fo -~ window.
{he attice was just as T had left ii
fhe bind hang perfectly motionless,
§ diew up and ooked out. . There
vas Gl #Tuay mist everywhere. Not a |
4'0 of aly stirved; {ue tlame of the
Fuile burned as steadily as though '
window bad Teen el oad 1 Iot:
the: blird and listoned; there was |
&t sound.” i
said Siv Bd- |
Lave wotrried me in the |
Then yeu a light |
stops.” l
it was not like the beat of a moth’s |
i It was like nothinz but the |
touch of a4 human finger. But 1 tried |
to think it was an insect in the wall— |
ihat is ecalled the 'tlt‘a{lhi
And 1 did my best {o take no |
i of if, but I could not help Pear- |
itz and afier a time L grew foichit- |
sl and the sound grew dreadful to |
eavs. 1t beeame uunedurable; 1|
oikd not lie there listening pensively.
np again and struek a matceh.
. itk of the eandle was slow o
Julis, qud during these momenis 1 no-
vl the sound had ceased. As 1 say,
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[ was frightened—very frightened.
And the wnbroken silence secomed |

viore tervible than tle sound, There |
U2 soweihing ghostly atd sapernat-
#ral qbout it that brought the old fer-
#ut § used to feel as a child In passing
"0 room that is said to be haunted at
aight.,  And just then the ciock in the
Lelfry struck., I dared not go to the |
window, My hand trembled so that
aild not take up the candle, but I |
Taaxked feward the window, The fivst l
iug that struck me was that the |

|

niivs ot the blind, instead of Iying flat,
they zenerally do, when down, and |
I had left them, were opened and |
mned edgeway—do you kunow how I |

Lregny?

she held her hands, that frembled |
vl e recollection of her terror, one |
«¥¢ the other Lorizountally, ]
8ut the wext thing.” she eoniinued,
ul then siopned, with g little shud- |
while who iistened held our
nexi thing 1 saw wWas
» zveat biack eres thiat caught the
it frem my eandlo pr they gleved
begween the lower lathe of the
BIITR :

‘1 thlok 1 faluted—1 musl bave daons |
ru, for 1 was consclous of nothing at-
ter that, until I found mysalf npon the
flosr, ‘Phe light was siill burning upon
the table. AS recollection returned to
ne, I looked toward the window, The
athe swere no longer open, but turned
#3:. Then it occenrred tc me that al
! had seen was merely imaginative—
that it was merely a yealistic dream—
that T had gone through these experi-
enees in my glesp. My great terror
wvas goune. I weut without fear to the
window to asccertain if the night was
as I had seen it. There was the gray
mist; the flume of the candle did not
flicker., Nevertheless, when I looked
vown and saw bow imposgible it was
‘or any one to bave stood outside the
window, I felt eonvinced that at least
the vision of the two eyes was imag-
wary—an outcome of the fear I felt
when I looked toward the window. I
lay downl again, and: though I could
"ot sleep for seme time, I heard no
turther sound whatever, save the chim-
lug of the cloek.”

“Is it not very probable, my dear,”
sild the barvonet. “that the sound you
tbeak of was also tbe outcome of
tear?¥? 2.

“I bad po fear when I first went to
the window. The sound was a reality.
1t is that I wish explaived.”

“Do you know what time it was
wien the tapping first began, Mjss
Legrelies?” Vagp™ Hoecl: askeg. ;

“It was o quarter to onec by my
vaich whem I vecovered from the
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“May I ask, miss, without offeuse, if
8 thing o' this kind hes ever happened
10 you afore?” asked the Judge.

“As a eljld I was timid, but I can-
ot remewber ever being so fright-
el

T"You dow'tilook as if a trifle would
~keer 5_0:;.,1_’. will allow;' and, rising
from his chair, the Judge andded: “If
You'll exense ma, 't o and prospect

plage for I'm lord

siraicht of
L § A B it

1
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| the eld part,

| belfry rises
| block ou the right aud that
| are alike.

L T 0 1

oy aill means,” #all 1hs Bavonet:
“thie sooner the truth is discoverad, the
better,”

We all went out en to the lawn
which faced that part ef the building
in which Ediih's room was situated.

On the way Van Ieock, wha had
faken my sivm for muidance. gripped
it tighily and whispered:

“What did I tell you? This is the
beginning of the end!”

CHAPTER VI, §

“Seven or cight feet nt jeast.”

“Amd the wall between is perlecily
flaks"

“There is a =lone molding runuing
along parailel with the floor ef fhe
first story and the basetol the oviel”

“Why didet you el sie that?' he
asked sharply.

“Beoause it is perfeciiy impossible
for any on= ta walk along it,"”

“What wid'l bas ity

“A few inchies, It seems to be mere-
Iv a stdne =utier to carry off (lie water
from the orviel”

“Is there nuo ivy oo the hogse—uoih-
ing {o cateh hLold ef¥" _

“There is uo ivy, but theve is 2 pine
midway Dbelween {(ha bay and ihe
oriel: it desecends frow the gable to the
cufter.”

“What! and you tell me it is Impos-

| sIie o get Trom iha bay {o {he win

dow!"

“I still mean wiat [ sald, The gut-
ter iz so narvow (hat o otle, even tae-
ing the wall closely, eonld gland on il
and maintaiu a centre of gravity.”

“But with the aid of the pipe?”

BThe pipe is four feet fromn the bay

It is necessary for the Feader to | and four feet from the orich Noww,
know what kied of building Monken | @ppose Lola, for T Koow wlhom yon

Abbey was, and sometiing of the Qis-
position of its rooms, in order to fol-
low clearly ilie aciion of the drama
that*® took place within its wails, 1
can do no beiter than to zive the des
serviption by which 1 Lranght the faeis
home 1o the comprebension ol iy
blind partoer.

“Tell me what von see, Thorne,™ Lo
said, as woe stood on the lawn,

“An old Gothic¢ building, flanked hy
two later additions in the Tudor sivle,
that project bevoud it.”

“I don't undersiand ™ he said, impa-
tiently; “can’t you maka if alearer to
e ?

I had a notebook in my pucket; press. |
ing the metallic pencil bhard wpon ile |
paper, 1 drew this rough diagram;

e— ¥
He passed his scusitive fingers
tho impression.
The two end blocks are the additions
vou speak of, the space between theun:
I understavd,. Go on,’

over

pe said,
“The great door is in the cenire ¢ |

suspect, ol from ile window in ihe
bay sho would have o advanee holiding

to the muliion of the window for sup-

pert, and with one Land onty, until
the other could touch the pipe, a span
of four feet.”

“IFonr feef; that is nol impossible.
unless (e girl is short Hmmbed”

“1E 1s fiapossible, if in holding to the
mullion or the pipe the zirl had to
sapnort part of lier own welight,”

“Tet us go up and tueasure the wiith
of the ledge,” said Van Hoeck; “it
may appear from below less than it
is.”

We went up té wy bedroam in ihe
right block, -which, as 1 have said.
covresomled in every external respect
to the Llock on the left; and from the
oricl T uteasunred the widih of the
stone ledge ouiside. Van HoeeK's sup-
posifion wvas just: it was wider than T
expected, measuring a tritfle less thawn
my span, which is uine inches. Van
Hoeck placed himsell flat against a
wall, and terning out his toes uutil he
obtained the limit of width nyon which
Le could sustain Lis eguilibrium, bade
me measuare ithe distance between lis
heol and the wall, T found it was
fully three inches within my span
ind was astonished to perceive upon
how unarrow a space ong may stand
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i Sir Edmund’s voom.
.11 Miss Lascelles’,
fit Mine,
iv Lola’s,
v Brace's.

- - —

the old part, the dining-room is on ane
gide, the library on tne other. The
floor above 1s oceupied by the piciure
gallery, It bas a gable roof, aund tho
from tte middle. The
onu the lefi
The ground fluor is divided
into drawing rooins,
chens, ote”

“SWhove are the ;
that is left open ut =ht for the

“AT tlhe bjek of a hoyse, |
not ba secn from heve”

“Is that in tho vight
left ! .

“In the vight; the kitchien is g the
feff, On the first ficor arve the princl-
pal badroomy; the gervanis’ are above,
Our roomse are In the right block, Sh
Edmuad’s .andl Miss Laszcelles’ ave In
the left.”

“What means of communication are
there? Tor insiance, how could Bir
Edmund get to your roou /"

“By simply passing through the pic-
ture gallery.”

“Y understand; go on.”
= “There are two oriet windows and a
bay in the end of the left bloek facing
us as we stand here.”’

I drew another diagram to expiain
the wondows to Van IHoeck., Here it
Is:

siiling rooms, Kit
Iaity and §l 16
ELaidl )y eiedia LINEE BSUFTA

oy %1
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“The oriel on the left,” L continued,
“projects from Sir Edmund’s rooni:
that on the vicht frem Miss Lascelles'.
There are stoue wullions at the angles
of the oriel and laitice windows be-
fiveen, hung inside with Venetian
blinds., I have marked a cross where
Miss Lascelle saw the eyes lovking
through. The oriels are supported by
corbels. They are perfectly inacces-
sible from the ground except by a
ladder.” :

“But fror: the story above?’

“There are no windows over the orlel.
The only means of descent would be
by a vope firow ilie roof.”

“sre there any other means of get-
ting at the window?¥”

“None whatever ihat any bhuman
being conld uge.”

“What is this projection between the
oriels? he asked, feeling the paper.

“A two-sided bay carried up from the
eround to the gable, pierced with lat-
ticed windows from top to bottom, Tt
zives light to the stairs inside.”

“To the windows open =* -

“'&'(_‘R_”

“Apd what distance is there hetweer

t be actepiable to her,

vi Van Hoaeck e,
vii Picture Galleyy.

% Stairs to landiog of fvst floor.
1% Slairs to upper rooms,

with eafely. This seftled the point.
Lola ight well Lave passed along the
edge with safety,

“Now,” said Van Hoeck, “draw e a
plan of the rooms, roughly and broadiy,
showing their relative position to i
i bay, and ihe picture gai-

sistal's, e
lery.”

I complied with his request, marking
ihe several peints with figures, which
I explaived te bim In the order marked
bejow

W —
CHATTER VII,

But I was stily eredalous, How was
the girl hiding in the woods all day to
know of the exisctence of tho ledge?
it was tru2 she Lad peeess fo the house
at night, but 1 dounlyfed If it were pos.

-eibje for her to seo.tho ledge Iu the

Jdark even from the bay windaw, But

idmitting the possibility, would she
risk her life for na purpose but to
alarm Mizs Lascelles? Tlhere was too
qnuel- strength In Lola’s character for

such” a senseless ang feeble device (o
It was not the
act ofra rational Leiug, but of a mis-
chievous or malevolont idiot.

I was juelined to believe that the ex
plauation Miss Lascelles had offered
was a just one, and that wwhat she
had sgeen was purely lmaginative and
the resuli of fear, inspivred by those
mysterious sounds which might ye.
be explalned,

This was not Vaun Hoeck's opinlon,
noir was it Brace's,

“1 will not say the kid has doue it,”
he said: “there’s mno sayin’® what
greaser blood will not do. Tor the
sake of @rgyment, we will say she
did, but I onderiake she shali not play
the sanmie bower twice, if her fathev's
persuasion ecounts for anythin’;” anu
he went off at once to search for
Lalo in the wood. :

Wheu we were aloue, Van Hoeeck
aid: ;

as be told me, that Brace was in thé
woods yesterday while you were phil-
andering with Miss Lascelles, “What
was be there for but to find his Jaugh-
ter and cmploy bLer in working out
this plot™™

“Good Leavens!” 1 exclanued, losing
my temper; “what notion hu_\'e you
got hold of now? Last night you sus-
pected Sir Edmund—"

Ta be continued.

KITTY LOST.
Miss Maybelle McGree, who was st
By accldent sat on the cat;
Saild she: “Hear pbor Kittyl
Dear Puss, what a pityl

as il ihe Rid
sal-Teyer n |

T & ohand iz this zame™

o windews in the bay and Miss Las

I wonder where she can he at?”
—Denver Post

“Ask Sir Edmund; he will tell you.
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8 we rejoice at the
Easter sedason, our
flrought is centered
on its signigeance to
ns—ihe Resurreciion
of the Saviour, In

contemplating the
beauty of this basis
of Christianity we
seidoin  teenll  the,
fact that a festival
at thig season aunte-
diated the birth of
our IPaith; that the
anecient peoples, both .
ITebrews and Gen-
tiles, celebrated &
Joyous nunaay about the time of the
spring equinox.

Christ’s own race had kept the Pass-
over during the month of Nisan—the
first month of the natura! year—ever
gince the Lord had spared their ehil-
dren aml their possessions when He
slew the first-born of both man and
beast in old Eeyvpt. Christ Himself

changed eggs in &pringtime, ag a §§m-
bol of re-creation., The Christians
adopted this customn but modified it.
They dyed thelr eggs red to signify
that while there was a re-creation, in-
deed, it was secured only through the
Blood of the Lamb.
exchange eggs of all colors, all sizes
and with all sorts of wonders hidden in
them, we have logt sight of their sig-
nificance to the first Christians.
When tlhe missionaties of the Cross
advanced to the countties of Northern
urope; they found that hefe the pto-
ple had a joyous feast day dabout tlie
time of the Resurrection, in honor of

Eostra, the goddess of  springtime.
When they converted these nationus

they still kept the festival, interpreting
it to be now in honor of the God of ali
seasons. However, we stiil hbave a re-
mejubrahce aof the paganh goddess,
Eostra, in oliv Buglish title, Baster.
Throughout the edaily Chelstian
world, Easter was thie greatest feast in
the calendar, and it soon came to be

To-day, when Wwe

throw dificultiex In our way. Her
eycle alwaks lias a fraction of a day
tacked on itz end;, and =0 a skilled
mathematician is hecessary to foretell
the correct date of her ehanges, How-
ever, if an expert calenlate tlie recur-
rence of her phases, the rest of us or-
dinary people, by following {he Nicean
rule, ean find the date of Easter for
ourselves,

Even if we bad no cxact date, we

Consider the lily, liow she grows:
She toils not, neither does she =pin;
Yet Solomon with all bis clothes
Was not arrayed like Evelyn.
—I"uck.

would probably feel the Inspiration
the old pngans chervished. With the
story ¢f the Gremt Bacritice for our
sakes, adged to the instinetive joyous-
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kept the fegst faithfully, and around
it are grouped the most dramatie incl-
dents of His life. It was at the Pass-
over that He astonished the doctors in
the temple; it was during the annual
gatherings for this holiday that many
of ‘His miracleg were performed; and
it was at this same feast that the
Greag Tragedy ovcurred—that the fan-
atic multitude chose to free Barabbas,
the murderer, and to crucify the Man
of Peuce. E

With the earliest Christiang, the feast
of the Passover waseasily transformed
into u commemoration of fhe Resurrec-
tion of the Redeemer. Assthe blood of
tbe paschal lamb on the doorposts of
their forefuthers had saved them from
the destroying angel, o now the blood
of the Lamb of God would dellver thelp
frowm their own destroying weakpesses,
As in the past they had rejoiced over
their escage frdm the bond of Egypt.
30 now Ahey exulted in their freedom
from the eternal chains of sin. They
exhibié'od their joy to the surreunding
worlds Their houses were decorated
with greens and Dblossoms and their
persons adorned with fresh garments
In glad tones they uftered a new
greeting, “Christ is risen;” to which
was replied, “Christ is risen, indeed!”
or “And hath appeared unto Simon!”

Customs typical of the Resurrection
were copiedt from neighboring coun-

‘churches in Asia Minor commemorated

ealled “The Great Day.” 1t stlll holds
a unique sovereigniy, for upon its time
depend the dates of all the movable
feasts and fasts of the church year.
The exact date of Eagter made a
schism in 4tbe early- church. The

the Resurrection on the 14th of Nisan,
the Jewish Paschal, no matter on what
day of the week this gecurred; while
the chureh in Europe celebrated the
feast as near the 14th of Nisan as pos-
sible, but always on a Sunday, because
they said Christ had risen on a Sun-
day. For two centuries the fathers of
the cburch argued the question, and
then, at the Council of Nice, in 325,
they comprom sed. It was decided,
first, that the 21st of March sbould be
sccounted the vernal eqsinox; second.
that the fyll moon haprening upon. or
next after the 2ist of March, should
be taken for the full moon of Nissu:
third, that the Lord's day next follow-
ing the full moon should be Easter
day: and fourth, that if the full moon
be on a Sunday, Easter day shonld be
{he Sunday after. It is very probable
that few of us of this generation have
known that Easter can never oceur
during the period of Luna's greatest
brilliancy.

With =0 simple a rule, it would seem
that any one of us could compute the

ness of the spring, we seem io acquire
a uew personal dignity. Our hearts

genuine cheerfulness we welcome thix
gladsome season when nature buist

rection of the soul of man—Katherine
Chandler, in The Household.

exact date of Easter for years ahead.

tries, The PFersians had, long ex-

but the fact is ibe moon's movements i

tell us that if we are worth saving ouv |
lives must be worth iving, and with |

forth afresh to accompany the resur-|

Some Faseinating Easter Eges.
MARCGARET MEREDITH.

Easter eggs were a great thing with
us little givls in Yirginia. 1 do not re-
member whether there was any tallk
of new Kaster clothes: but tien that
would hive been, in our eyes, a small
matter in compa.ison.

The preitiest ones by far were dyed
with calico.

Get the calico eitlLer small figured,
wee sprigs ol fowers and the like, or
with n flow ¢ larze enough o decorate
the whole side‘cf the eg—~

A plece about foeur by seven inches
will serve the purpose. or twc piecea
tlizee and a half Ly four inches; larger.
if the rgures require it, in order. to
be well placed’ upen the egg.

In covering, put the right side of
the goods to the egg, sud tack or pin
ihe eaddvo tight over it, and follow
this tacking witn close sewing (see il
Instration), drawing the calico tight
and as smoeth as possible, especially
where (he fig_res are, as you wish
the figures to lic Sat cpuinst the egg,
amd whole fignres, il possible, rath.:
than paris, Cuiside of these smooth
places the pleats and Cidges (rescin-
Bling the spurs of a monntain range)
need extra stitehes aud extra tighten-
ing to adjust tocem right, There is un-
limited scope for skul, It is worth

A

b kst

o Qees, show ng thi eges wirmppea ns

the calico and a.ter the cloth is removad.

‘ the snevifice of a ctod many eggs as 0
manual art lesson”

We were advised (o use  calicoes
i\\‘iiii'il faded easily; but that was ex-
| aggrerated advice: the tolerably rast
dark colors succeed better. The brown,
| Black or scarlet of rood fost celered
!lu']ni«.. searcely ecolor the cgg at all
| Purple seems desivable. and dark blue.
i Deep pink roses ofen coume out beau-
{ tiful. A white or very light ground
|
|

is generally best.

Prints ot Intended to be washed
do well: for instance, the cheaper drap-
L eries, like thick silkaline, and the thin
[ furnitore  coverings, especially  old-
| tashioneid “enrtain ealieo™ ilafteiy fash-
| fonable again), which has a sort of
| virnished glaza,

Lesalts, however, differ so endlessly
that 1o absolute rules can bhe given:
and. indeed, oxperimenting is a gresd
P pari of the interest. Flower clusters
Lop otber eombinations of several col-
ors are desirable, hecause when some
of the colors do not “take” at all, oth-
{ors wmy come out tinely and praduce
su excellent. thongh unsypected. ef-
e,

We boiled our eggs (thus sewed in
their covers) in weakened Iye: but 1
Csviog e town) boll them In washing
[ sodn il water; a lump the gize of o
Cywaduut 10 g quart or less, which bolls
L down genorally to wtlil less.  I'ut the
| eggs furo the bolling mixturs at any
| time, Only ba surve that the soda I8
ffuliy dissolved,  Lef them ball nearls
| balf an hour,  If your ealieo is, how-
[ over, of somowhat fast colors, an hour
| may be better. The dangev is of bofl-
!In;.r off {h2 pictwres which you bave
bofled on. - The fast colors will stand
a good deal of Lolling, getting prattier
and preitier, wheress the less fast
| may ¢oon begin to tade .ut of the egs
: as wel]l as cut of the covarng.

' Use @ spoon :n haudiing the wet egg
| {sodn or Jye eats the skin). Hold It
g minote gently in a cloth. You ean
{ hagthy rip a space of the seam to de-
'L--lr.h- whetber to boll loager; but if
| ozgs ave plenty, apd you are not very
wise, you would better not. If not.
set it on the top of a vasa oF any sup:
port which win only vouch it at poluts,
| It swill dry very =peedlly. Waiting do2s
| spoil sun,

Cnt off the calico at the seam, and
| ba carerul not to break or serape the
lt ey

‘The gplors will seldom Le the same
18 those of the calico: often quite dif-
ferent. Kxperimenting uses up a good
many eggs, bhut you can hardly fail .0
get soma very pretty results.
| Do unet boil many at ouce in a cau
| it there is cenger of the colors rub.
| ning mucb: aud in poiling successive
| jots, if the solution lLas grown dark,
imuke e. frech one (balf a dozen wal-
| net siged lumps of goga cost a ceut).

! It tuls is too wmuch for the faunily
| patlence, there is anotier entertainmg

way: CGet some of the reqady prepareil
egg dyes, to be used celd. Boil - the
j ezgs hawrd, and-after they-are thorongh-
{1y cooled, mork woras or fignres npon
|, thom wita melted wax. Tlen dyeand
intievwvand eareruliv tear offf the wax.

Or you ean serateh piciures in white
P lines on the plain, dark dyed eggs with
‘a penkuife.

Hevoral rainy spring aays could be
%m:uiv very catértaining by these pro-
cosses, and pleaty of Easter presents
{w-wi:-’u! for little cousins and school-
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