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CHAPTER X,

- Contlinued.

I had even gone down upon Wiy kiees
and looked under the bed to appease
his carviosily. And ¥Yet now a vague
uneasinesss possessedd me as I raised
the lamp shade and looked rouand the
room. The dark oak wainsecot the
sowmbre bangings, 1he painted ceiling
overhead, absorbed the light; there was
a black veid on the opposite side of
1he bed, where the lamp was intercept-
el by curtains; I could not see even
the outline of the great press.

I readjusted the shade, turned the
wick higher, and. half undressed,
threw myself upon the bed. I was not
afraid; in strength I was a match for
any natural foe, and I did not bLelieve
in the existence of any other: yet 1
felt myself infected with Van Hoeck's
presentiment of impending calamity.

Van Hoeek's theory of Lola’s com-
plicity in a,plot to steal the diamond
bad been upset by the fact that I was
watehing her asleep at my door at the
very time Ldith believed she saw the
=il looking through her Dlinds: but
1his dad in o wise shaken hiz convie-
that the mysterigus appearance
wis connected with the scheme to rob
LE.

Slad)

“Are a man's convictlons te be lim-
itedd by his senses?” he asked. *““You
are convineed that a cloud is rising in
the horizon because you see it but am
1 to deny its existence because I have
no sight? Are you justifiead, then, in
tdeclarving that we are not menaced
Ly this disaster which is to overwhelm
us because you have not my faculty
of precision? You who cannot deny
the prescience of a bee, the presenti-
nent of coming storm to eattle, tell
we that my conviction is nothing., It
is only by conviction that we live.
What scaves us from desiruction but
the convietion that by stepping into
an abyss, we must fall? I iell you to
Inok about you: you ave on the edge of
an ubyss. There are signs to sirike
dullest intelligence. Your turn
will come!”

i had hung my waiech in the pocket
upon the hanging at the head of the
bed; its lively ticking sounded strange-
I¥ out of keeping with the gloom and
glillness of the surroundings, The
shaded light gave a funeral aspect to
thie bed hanging; the baldaquin over
my Lhead might have been a eata-
falque for the dead. I wondered how
many men had ended their days on
this bed since those hangings had been
put up. Would Van Hoeck’s presenti-
ment be fulfilled? Should I be found
thera in the morning dead?

It was well suited for a murder, that
bed, with its pall-like hangings to con-
ceal the larking murderer.

tie-tac, tie-tae, tie-tae, tie-

41 i
Lie

Vie-tace,

tn;

My ear had become so familiar to
* brisk movement of my watch that
the slightest sound was audible above
. And a Sound =ligkt, indeed, T heard.
Ta my mind, dwelling then upon as-
assing, it sonnded like the drawing
¢Oa dagoer from 18 sheath,

furning wy head toward the side

from which gornd proceeded, 1
fauciod I saw the beavy eurtain move;
it wEs between me and the lpep, The
sovainent was py =llaht as the sound.
tLIt wag § rfael that 1 heard oue, it
Wos § MRet thiat T saw the other,
. U dvaw pyself up gradually, and,
ieablug  forward, 1 suddenly fiung
bici the eurtaln with wy left hand.
flieve was no resistance to my hand:
tiothing to bLe scen beyond but the
fomp burning steadily on the table,
'-Ill“ saddle-back ehiair and the dim out-
line of the Lig chiimney piece,

1 zot upon my knees and pushed the
curtain flat against the wall, to be
sure that theve could by no possibility
be zny one concealed in tire heavy
ff_‘lf'l* —i0 assure myself that my sus-
1"_"‘"-'»' Was uiterly without foundation,

The end of (e room was compara-
tively light, andg the saddle-back chair
Was o placed as to preclude the pos-
€ibility of auy one hiding beyond it.

If the curtaln had indeed moved, it
nust have been by a hand from under
the bed. Tt was easy to believe that
1”1!:'1-1 been mistaken in seeing the
Elglii mevement than to suppose that
I bad sverlocoked a concealed thlef
wihen I looked under the bed to entis-
¥ Von Hoeck; ¢o I let the curtain fall
and lay down agaln. :

My thoughts still dwelt upon the idea
of assassination, Setting aside the
idea of an intrigue in which Lola was
concerned, there was yet nothing pre-
Posterous in Van Hoeck's presenti-
lneént.  There were eight or ten ser-
Vanis in the boyse, and undoubtedly
every one of them knew of the mar-
Velons treasure iy my keeping. They
Would tell their friends in the adjacent
f':lfa;-p, the Eecpers, the tradespeople—
i a few days the story would be car-
tied out and made known to hundreds;
aud swas there none among them
Wiose eupidity might take practical
form? It was quite possible that un-
der this very roof there was one with
the ingenuity and daring to plan and
Cxecute the robbery. A servant inti-
mately acquainted with the arrange-
nent of the rooms and the peculiarities
of tle huilding would probably know
OF the external means of communica
l“gn between the bay and the oriel
Windows, Without this knowledge no

the

aftewmpt

ous practice, the feat was sufficiently
practicable.
actually have heard and seen what she
bad since atiributed to imagination.

bLility ?

A cause is sometimes discovered by
examining the effect.
dect had bLeen produced Ly these-at-
tacks? The tirst had frightened Ethel
excessively: the second had made 13
slighter impression—thus far the effect
bad been vdoninined 1o ner; but the third
—for only to a third fright could I at-
tribute lher seream of  terror—had
brought her father and myself from
our rooms. Instantly, something like
the truth flashed upon my mind:

very object with which {he attack up-
on Edith had been made,

Unridding the mystery with this
Key, I assumed that the thief lad
wittched me close the door upon Van
Hoeck and return to myx room: that,

intor bed, but not te fall into sound
sleep, he had made the attack upon
l[-‘:diill. opening her door beforehand.
to provide a speedy mweans of escane
and to allow her ery to he more dis-
tinefly heard; that, having suceceeding
in terrifying her, he had sped down
the stairs in the left block, passed
through the library and dining-room,
and ascended by the stairs in the right
block about the same time that I might
be supposed to have reached Edith's
room. and that, reckoning upon my
keeping the Great Hesper under my
pillow, and leaving it there in wmy
dlarm upon Edith's account, he had
expected to have possessed himself of
Lour treasure. If what I thus assumed
was the fact, then, indeed, this plan
might have succeeded but for Van
Hoeek's prudent insistence upon my
strapping the dinmend to my wrist.

As I thus explained what had hap-
pened, a more siartling reflection oe-
curred to my mind, The thief had
been disappointed <in not finding the
diamond beneath my pillow, but he yet
might not have relinquished the hope
of getting it.

He might not have left the room. He
might be hidden there at that very mo-
ment,

What was more easy, being fn the
room, than to conceal himself in it?
The enrtain that masked the oriel, the
great chiest, the setile, the press, were
all suggestive of that course. The fel-
low might be under {he very Dbed 1
was lying upon!

The movement I had seen in the cur-
tain, the sound similar to the drawing
f a blade from its sheath (which might
well have been caused by the move-
mecht of the beavy valance of the bed),
strengthened the suspicion. Was he
Iying there waiting for the sound of

I slept?

There was scareely the necessify o
wait for that, for what resistance
could I, lying upon my back., make
against a foe springing out gf the
Iavk unpon me?

I thiought of the eclaspknife Yan
[Hoeck had given me, and, streiching
ot my hand, 1 felt for it where I had
stuck fi—Dbetween 'the mattress and
the beadstead, T could not fing i,
Pushing back the curtains go that
the llght from the lamp fell upon the
edge of ilhe bedstead, I assured my-
self that it was not where I had left it.
1t must have slipped through—or been
drawn out,

The latter supposition explained the
sound and movement I had lLeard and
scen, Yet it might have made that
sound in slipping through—its fall upon
the-floor deadened by the earpet or its
point sticking in the boards, but T fan-
cied its horn handle was too wide fo al-
low of its glipping threough,

To satisfy myself at once upon this
point I leaped out of bed, resolved to
strike a mateh and look under the va-
lance. I stood for a moment stupefied;
the box of vestas was gone from the
table where I was certain I had lgid
them,

They must have been taken while 1
lay screened by the bed curtaine,

. I glance!? ar = -~ ghoulder

The folds of the curtain against the
bed were not the same as when I
pushed them back to the wall; one fold
stood out at an angle, and as, slowly
turning round, I looked more closely, I
saw against the dark oak panel of the
wall, about thie mid-beight of a man,
and protruding but an inch or so from
the edge of the curtain, the bright
point of a knife blade.

Now, indeed, there was no longer any
doubt. The man who had come to rob
was there tomurderme. Had I stopped
but another moment oun the bed he
might have knifed me,

What was I to do? I had him stand-
ing there behind the curtain at a cer-
tain advantage.

Should I spring upon him and stran-
gle him against the wall in the folds of
the cartain?

It was not a sure victory for me, and
a partial oue might in the eud be fa-
tal. The thick stuff would prevent my
zetting a firm grip of him, and his
right bhand, the one that leld the

oue, i secwed to we, wounld dare to

Lpife, was Iree. My chance was 100

that hazardous passage at
night and in the dark; but with that
knowledge, and possibly some previ-
In that case, Edith might

3Jut what end conld be served by
these repeated attacks upon lier sensi-

Now, what ef-

To bring me from my room was the

after allowing me suflicient time to zet

my heavy beathing to assure him that/

small, the danger too great to justify
the attack, though the muscles of my
arms and fingers were strung up te
make the tempting effort,

Keeping my eye upon the curtain I
drew back {o the foot of the bed. To
get to the door I must cross the room,
and inevitably be seen by the murdee-
ous rascal as he stood there on the in-
ner side of the bed ecurtain; and ar-
rived at the door I must turn the key
twice, and the handle as well before he
overtook me, On the other hand, he
had to disengage himself from the
folds of the curtain and recover the
start I had of him,

The chances were preity egual, and
I determined to save myself by flight
rather than risk the fatal result of
the unegual encounter,

I made my way noiselessly in a
straight line down the room until I got
opposite the door, then T made a rush
for it across the open space. 1 got to
the door nnd with furious haste groped
for the key—it was gone!

I grasped the handle in the hope that
I might be able to tear the lock off;
the screw had been taken out. and the
knob slid off the spindle in my hand.
I was lpst,

It astonishes me now to -think with
what celerity and adroitness these pre-
cautions against my escape had been
made,

The man had not rushed after me;
there was 1o degperate pursuit of that
kind: he knew I was trapped. Ouly
as I turned my eyes back to the place
where he stood I perceived tha# the
light was dying out.

There was but a narrow rim of blue
fame above the wick; it faded awass,
and all was dark,

There are degrees of Carkness: this
seemed (o me the last degree. 1 felt
as if T was sunk in a lake of piteh.

If I called for help It was not cer-
tain that the heavy sleeping Judge
would hear me. Possibly Sir Edmund
was yet awake; but I thought of 1d-
ith, and, besides, I knew that before
assistance could come, before the door
could be burst, all would be over.

Probably my foe was already ap-
proaching me; my cry would be the
signal for him to spring upon me.

No, my only chance of escape was
in maintaining silence and keeping
him in ignorance of my position. If
accident brought us into contact, I
trusted to my physical strength and
good luck to be 4 match for him and
Lis knife in the subsequent struggle.
The diamond buckled to my wrist
might serve me in the fight; I might
stun the fellow with it if fortune only
favored my arm,

It was a duel between us, and, any
way, I would =ell my life dearly.

With this resolve, I drew away from
the door toward that part of the room
where, as I fancied, the carved press
stood. I kept my arms free, my body
crouched together and every muscle
tense and ready,

I backed a few feet from the door,
and then I stopped, as the reflection
crossed my mind that I might be back-
ing toward my adversary. Then I re-
grefted that I had left the door, where
at least I might have stood safe from a
rear attack.

I could hear nothing but the throb-
bing of the bLlood in my temples and
the tic-tac, tie-tac, tie-tae, tic-tac, tie-
tac of my wateh behind me, yet I
knew that the murderer must be mov-
ing.

He bad his work to do, and must
have made up his mind how to do it
before putting out the light. I could
see nothing, and the silence and dark-
ness were horrible, with the possibili-
ty of his falllng upon me from behind.
Yet, how was I to guapd against that
attack, not knowing where he was?
Possibly his visual power was strong-
er than mine. ;

I knew by the ticking of my watch
that the hed was somewherse behind
me, and that [ ought to be facing the
orlel; and as I stralned my eyes to
catch any vays of light that might ex-
lat, T fancied T detected a dim gray
seam in the blackness before me—pos-
sibly the c¢urtains masking the oriel
were slightly parted,

As I continued to stare in that direc-
tion, I became convinced that this was
the fact, and, slight though the assur-
ance was, it gave me some feeling of
gsecurity; in that direction I might
know of my foe's approach. And,
Cavms — .ment the
zray seam was blocked ouf,

He was there, between me and the
oriel. My first impulse was to end the
terrible suspense, and spring forward
upon him; but prudence checked me.

-He might be close to me, or he migat
be closé to the oriel—it was impossible
for me to tell merely by the absence
of a faint light. If, in springing for-
ward, he would have me at his mercy,
and a short death wae the only kind
of merey I hiad to expect, Again, what
feeble light there was must fall upon
me; as [ faced it—an advantage for
Lim, a terrible peril for me,

I resolved to back toward the wall

at_the upper end of the room, and
guided still by the ticking of my watch,
1 drew back with the stealthy caution
of a cat.
Syddenly 1 =aw the gray seam of
light again. Had be gone to the right
or left? I knew not. Quickly I
stretched my foot out behind me; I
felt something, and for the instant I
thought I had touched the fellow, but,
as turning about I groped my hand
forward, I encountered the cold wood-
work of the bedstead. It was one of
carved pillars. I drew myself up and
got my back against it. Now, at least,
that dreaded stab in the back was less
probable. il

oraroat s+ dthet pawe

To be continued.

“Young Spenderly has been filying
high since the death of his million-
naire uncle.”

“Yes, he has found it smooth sailing
since bhe came into his heirship.”—

Town Topics,

Total Depravity.

Refute the statement if you can—
Give vent to it I must— :
There’s no one meaner than the man
Who forms a turkey trust. "

Causes Many "unciures. J
First Chauffeur—"There’'s one thing
I hate to run over, and that's a baby.”
Second Chauffeur—"So do I. Them
nursing bottles raise Cain _\\'il_}_l__lh‘&ﬁ."
=Puck, g
What He Worked.
“Smoothboy got his new mining
scheme on its feet in a week.”
“Worked wonders, eh?”?
“No; worked suckers.”
g Never. 1
Goodart — “Conceited? ODb! I don’t
know. [I've often heard him say that
he has the greatest respect for the man
who knows more than he does, and—"
Wise—“Yes, but how often have you
heard him admit that there is such a
man?’'—Philadelphia Press.

A Cause For Wrathg
“A soft answer turneth away wrath
sometimes,” remarked the olbserver of
Events aud Things; “but it doesn’'t
make any difference how =oft the an-
swer is, it doesn’'t have that effect if
the answer happens {o be, ‘Line’s

Lusy:' "—Yonkers Statesmail,

The TProblem

Solved:

She—"Do you have any trouble keep-
fng your servant?”
He—"“No, I'm married to_her,"—Ally
Sloper,
== 1 N ST 4
- Eame as Now, -
Robinson Crusoe was talking to the
parrot.
“Polly want a cracker?’ he asked.
“I refuse to answer,” rveplied the
bird, “on advice of counsel.”
Thus we see that the parrot was not
as green as he looked.—New York
World,

i

e Neassuring:

“yWell, Tommy,” said Spawnger, who
had just called, “hope I haven't dis-
turhed your pa and ma at dinner?”

“No,” replied Tommy, “‘we were just
=oin’ to set down. but pa secen you from
the winder . .d he {old me mot to have
dinner {ill you went.” — I’hiladelphia
Press,

A Thoughtful Kld,

WHarry, did you not hear
mother calling you?"

“Course I did”

“Then why don't you go {o her?

“She's neyvous, Jf J should go faa
quick she'd drop dead,” and Harry
went on with lils playing as if nothing
disturbed his mind.--Albany Journal,

your

R T a
Saving Himself,

Jenks—"“Why on earth did you laugh
so heartily at that ancient jest of Bo-
rem's ¥’ it

Wise—"In self-defense.®

Jenks—*“In self-defense ??

Wise—*"Yes; if I hadn’t laughed =o he
would bave repeated the thing, think-
ing I hadn’t seen the peint,”"—Catholie
Standard and Times, h i

At the Tea Table.

Bobby—*“Is God everywhere?"

Mother (patiently)—"*Yes, Bobby.”

Bobby—*"Is He in the tea pot?”

Mother (embarrassed)—"“Why—why,
Fes.”

Bobby—*“Is He in the sugap bowl?

Mothep (frantically)—"Yes! I told you
God was cverywhere.” .

Bobby (fviumphantly, placing his
hand over the top of the sugar bowl)==
“Hurrah! I've got Him!"=Judge; -

Early Training.

“He is certainly a bouncing baby
boy.”

*Yeg, and his mother hopes some day
he may go te college and make a name
for himself on the gridiron.”

“You don't say. Is she teaching him
tfo stand hard knocks already *”

“Yes, she grabs him by the wrist
and pulls him tLreugh every bargain
rush they have downtown.”—Detroit
Tribune,

A Brute of a Husband!

“No, mamma,” said the fair but irate
young matron, *I really feel that 1
cannot live with August any longer.”

“What makes you say such a shock-
ing thing?”’

“He is just shamefoly suspicious.”

“Why, what has he said?”

“Accused me of flirting with that
young Lobson.,”

“Why don’t youn tell him to prove it?"

“I—I—well, I'm afraid that he
wonld.,”——=San Francisco Call,
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FUEL FOR WORK.

Foods That Muscle and Erain Ilespecte
ively Reguire.

Considering the powers of the body
of the average man at {he average
manual labor, the showing of some of
the simpler foods as fuel for the work
is unusnally interesting. Based upon
the complete combusiion of these foods
in the system the following table is
full of stariling comparisons:

Raises Tons

One Pound. One. Ft. High.
Beef iat.._ﬁ'.'... Ty R, .s 5,840
Oatmeai;._ et D r e aale e e Tl e B . 2,430
Gelatin™E o iived shsensabiie vosvswe Bl
IBIERTINEOE o o vn— il Possiam oo maieis . 885

......................... 618

s e sen anig s e e e 8

O rieeapa Y MU r e e e « 2,220
“—Andicating fthe? rence in pre-

scribed meals for an. who labors
with his hands and nan who works
with his brain at sedentary pursuits,
two tables are presented in compari-
SOn. -

Ideal ration for mwanual worker:

Foot Tons

Ounces, of Energy.

Bread .. ..... g e T 16 1.862.
A e s B R e 15 365
CITRbOTE. o i v sis av wanvai ] 105
Breakfast cocoa.. vi..vis 1 205
L 11 <X T ) T 4 114
BYOth Yy o =pis i cisn 16 20
S S e e 1 175
2 YA T Nl O 177
Hatal. oo oss el AT Ty

Ideal ration for professional or lif-
erary man:

Foot Tons
Ouncea. of Energy.
Breall oo suitass sane 15 1,562
BEel:. i cinidre o8 pid 16 730
IR . oD e e e 1 354
BRLEEr . iy coas: e 4 700
M o o s e 8 228
CIVRLETE. . oo exiie ssewna 4 a5
Broth. .. e wihitaaa 4 86
Potatoes.. .. ove s~ame 6 253
I o Y M B 3 185
Oatnieall. I wq s 3 38
Cream.. .. 1 105
TN S e ol 3 310
Additional hquid—ica or
colfeesiis 50, svew v 'S0 —
Tofal foot tons'... s wiiseamaais 4,886

These two tables serve fo point out
somme of the differences that should
exist between the diets of the active
and the sedentary classes,

With the brain worker meat should
be eaien but once a day unless the
possible rasner of bacon at breakfast
be expected, says the Chicago Tribune.
Milk., eggs, fish, fruit in abundance,
with light, dry porous bread should be
staples.

=Men working as stokers, fuiniace men
in rolling mills, foundrymen and the
like are subject o tremendous heat.
Thirst is avoused and too ofien beer is
used to guench it instead of water, or,
preferably, oatmeal. Auny form of al-
cohol used under these circumstances
means the shortening of the life of the
drinker.

In many cases where a person eating
meats and vegetables at the same meal
suffers from the combination, he may
find rellef from stomach disorders by
making his meal of meat one day and
the next meal of vegetables wholly.—
New York Evening World. i

The Value of Eye-Teeth.

Tt 18 a mighiy nice thing to have
yvour eye-teeth cut—o be *“on to the
ropes”™—to be “wise.” About a year
pzo the editor of this paper felt in a
jocular mood and answered an invest-
ment broker's advertisement in  an
Eastern magazine. We expeciéd some
bond or manufaciuring proposition;
and felt hart and Indignant upon learn-
ing that we ware expected to put
money into a gold mine. They had
evidenily mistaken us for a fresh one.
For several weeks leiters continued
coming. urging us to take a little stock
in the Blank Mining Company “Bound
to be one of the best money-making
propositions in the United Miates,”
ete, Clrenlars with cuizs ghawing the
ore in huge siagcks and millicna “in
sight'” naver fazgd us, YWe remember
incidentally figuring on the money we
could make by investing §1000 in the
fifteen-cent stock, if the increase in
valuation which the producers "knew”
was coming materialized—but we only
flgured. We felt that what money we
had to throw away should be shied
at preachers and orphans, And the
investment brokers finally ‘caught on
that we were “next,” and gquit send-
ing us their literature, and in the rush
of money-making, friends and a repu-
tation we forgot the whole business,
But how strange things do turn ouf.
By some hook or crook gold was struek
in the Blank diggin's, and the price of
stock advanced from fifteen cents to
8§14 per share, 1t is a little painful to
think that if we had invested that
$1000 instead of just figuring it, we
would have been some $90,000 aliead.
but, really, what could g man who is
“wise” peed with thai much money i—
Granite (Okla,) Enterprise, |

The Independent Shaver,

Two barbers were disengaged when
the customer came in, Both got thelr
chaire ready, but the newcomer dodged
them,

“I need a shave all right,” he said
to the proprietor, *“but I want>to
shave myself. Can you accommodate
me here?”

“Certainly,” said the proprietor, “but
T'll charge you the same as if one of
my men shaved you.”

“That's all right,”” said the man.
“T'm pot kicking about the price. All
I want is a ckance to do my own bar-
bering."” =

A tonsorial ouifit was speedily pro-
duced and the celf-sufficient individual
get to work.

“Ig’'nt that a new wrinkle?” asked
another man who had been an inter-
ested observer of the proceedings,

“Not at all,” returped the proprie-
tor. “Every once in a while we run
up against a fellow who prefers to
shave himself, but basn’'t the ap-
paratus at hand. We keep a lot of ex-
fra razors in stock for the accommo-
dation of just such indepeundent e¢us-
tomers.,”"—New. York Press, _-—

—

-

Grazing Crops For Hogs.

Any farmer can select a six-acre
tract of land convenient to his barn
and divide it off as follows: The
tract of land should be rather long and
narrow, and a roadway should be left
along one side,

The first area, Section I., should be
seeded to grass. In some sections blue
grass will be used; in others, orchard
grass; and still others, Bermuda. The
temporary or permanent shelters for
the hogs should be erected on this sec-
tion of land. These need cost very lit-
tle, for a suitable sheller for a brood
sow and her litter can be built at a cost
of. 88 or $10.

Section 1I. should be seeded to sor-
ghwmn in the spring as early as possl-
ble. After it Is grazed down, seed to
winter oats and hairy veich, or crim-
son clover may be used. Tlis will fur-
nish some late fall and early spring
grazing.

On Section 1II. sow cowpeas as early
in the spring as possible. After the
cowpeas are grazed down, put in erim-
son clover, which will be available
early the next spring.

On Section IV. plant Spanish pea-
nuts.

On Section V. prepare the land with
the greatest possible ecare, and seed
alfalfa. Alfalfa will be the most de-
sirable of all the grazing crops, as it
can be grazed over two or three times
during a single season, and will remain
on the land for several years, if well
established.

Section VI. may be devoted to arti-
chokez to furnish feed through the
late fall and winter.

Some grain should be fed to the hogs
on grazing crops—one to three pounds
per day, depending on the age and size
of the animale. An ear or two of corn
will often be all that is necessary. By
using grazing crops the corn can be
made to go much further, and a better
quality of pork obtained at a lower cost
per pound. Hogs kept on grazing
crops are under the very best sanitary
condition. The plan suggesied will
provide grazing for twenty-five {o fifty
hogz. depending on the character of the
land and the erop season.

The several areas should not be kept
in the same erop from year to year, but
a rotation should be practiced that wili
enable a variety of crops to be grown
on the land, and so preserve 8n
equilibrium in the soil food supply.
The utilization of grazing crops for
pork production iz a matter worthy of
the most sarious attention of our farm-
erz.—Andrew M. Boule, Dean and Di-
rector Virginla Expsziment Statlon,
Blacksbur'g.

Feed l'oulry Cowpaasn,

In the northern section of the coun-
try clover ia largeiy used as pouifry
feed. Toultry supply houses furnish
clover hay eut inte very short lengths
or ground into meal. In either of these
latter forms i? !3 mixed with soft feed
and warm warer. Whole clover hay
is also frequently placed where poultry
can eat it freely. It is =0 bulky that a
fow!l will not injure itself by over eat-
ing, vet clover ig g0 nuiritions that it
makes a very cheap poultry feed. Be-
ing rich in protein, ¥ produces rapid
growth and many egga. To a large ex-
tent it will take the place of bugs,
worms, nnd other animal fooad.

Aleng the Gulf Cosst most clovers
are not grown in sueh sbupdance that
they can he pegnepically secuyed fov
even poultry food. Tt i ta bs Loped
that aifalls may o0y PEOvE AN #E:
ceptiop amang the clovers ip thlg ve-
spect, For the present, however, and
probably for much of the futuve, cow-
peas may advantageously be subatituf.
ed fop clover, If cowpea hoy has heen
harvesied and properiy cured, It I8 in
a condition to be used for this purpose,
The iden should net obtain that food
In poor condition Is sultable for poultry
any more than it is suitable for other
kinds of stock., If it is desired to make
a real test of cowpea hay as poultry
food have the hay first-class and let
the c¢hickens have all the hay Lhey
can eat. Do not let them have access
to large quantities to seratch over, be-
foul and waste. Feed oftener aund
make observations from fime to time.
Do not imagine for & minute that the
hay should be thrown on a manure
covered floor just because it is chickens
or other poultry.

It will be found that chickens will
eat the small brapncheg and leaves of
the hay, leaving pothing except the
hard, stiff stems, The general health
of the flock will be excellent, The
combs of both sexes will be so fresh
and of such a bright red that no one
can fall to see these indications of good
health. It will not be long before
the number of eggs that are found In
the nests will begin to tell the story of
what the cowpea hay has done. This
feed will also help make good egg
ghells and during breeding season will
impart such vigor to the males that
young will be batched that bave an
abundance of vitality.

Many of us who are not past middle
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tracts will be made.
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age can remember when clover tea was

commonly recommended as a blood
purifier and a ecleanser of the human
system. There ave good reasons for
believing that cowpea hay will have n
gimilar effect on the system of poultry
to that had- by the clover tea on the
buman system. Thoungh clover ten is
at the present a (d®pised and almost
forgotten remedy, owing possibly to its
simplieity and cheapness, yet it was a
good old home remedy of our forefath-
ers. Glve cowpea hay a ftrial as n
poultry feed, and find ilint there will
be lees call for clover tea, or other feas
or concoctions. Aim less 1o find out
what medicine will cure sick poultry
than what feed will keep poultry from
becoming sick. In searching for such a
feed try the cowpea.—Rice Journal.

Grass and Foreign Plauis,
A supply of feed in the way of grass
and forage plants is the most imporlant
question that concerns every stock
grower, either in the South, or else. -
where. The following from tlie Tampa
Tribune contains some information on
this subject: ;
The farmers of Florida will be glad
to learn. that the Department of Auri-
culture has made considerable progress
in grass and forage plant investiga-
tions during the past year. Largely
through its efforts alfalfa has been
thorcughly established in almost every
State, including the astern Siates.
The new Turkestan variety, introduced
by the Government explorers, has
proved to be.ol especial value for dry
seciions.
Aletbods of restoring denuded ranges
and malntaining a productive condi-
tion have been worked out. Several
spineless varieties of cactus have been
introduced from Mexico, the value of
this plant as a forage crop having been
demonstrated.

It has been found possible to con-
trol drifting sand by vegetation, and
valuable results have been secured in
covering railroad embankments and
cuts with plant growth.

Cowpeas, soy beans and new varie-
ties of sorghum have all been effectives
ly studied and their growth extended.
Several new varieties have been
studied, and their value® for hay and
pleagure demonstrated. A number of
wild grasses have been introduced into
cultivation. 2

As a winte * pasture and forage for
the South the hairy vetch has assumed
importance. A cheap and complete
meihod of eradicating Jolinson grass,
which is probably the worst weed in
the United States, has been worked
out.

Wheat For Hogs.

Some very good results have been
reported from feeding young pigs on
wheat mixed with a little eorn, increas-
ing the corn as the pigs grow. The
corn, of course, predominates during
the final fatiening period. We have
known cages where farmers fed young
pigs still with the sow, on soaked
wheat during weaning with excellent
gains. It would be difficult to find a
better food for young pigs and shoats
than {wo parts (by welght) of wheaf,
two parts of corn, and oue part of
shorts, or egual parts of «all three.
These mixtures, if fed judiciously. will
prove more satisfactory than wheat
alone, though hogs on clover pasture
Liave been fed whole wheat dry with-
out Injury and made gaius of sowme-
thing like fourteen pounds per bushel
of wheat,
In feedjig whole wheat sither dry
of sgaked, (o pige there 1s dangey that
cousiderable will pass through the an.
lmpls undigested. When pige ave al
lawed to bolt the food the wheat {8 not
sufficlently chewed, Ground wheat
may be mited with corn and suoris
and made Into slop. Some have taken
the trouble to grind and then soak the
wheat for hogs, and we ave of the oplu-
fon that it pays when judiciously fed.

There ,is perhaps no better way of
digposing of wheat that has been dam-
aged. thereby being rendered unsalable,
or when prices are low, than by feed-
ing it to young swine.

Bath Tub For Hogs.

The Oklahoma Farmer prints a de-
geription of such a conveuience which
would be even more useful in the
fouth than at the North,

I'saw recently on the farn of one of

the large hog raigers of Southeastern
Iowna a cement wallow that was abont
one foot deep and six or seven feet
square, This is filled with water frow
an upderground pipe leading froin a
tank on & Lil) and is emptied into »
tile draln by removing a plug at the
bottom. This was done about every
three days, and the tank was disin-
fected with crude carbolic acid.
" It may seem ridiculous to some peo-
ple to provide a bath tub for hogs, but
it pays every time, because clean Water
helps to insure good health. It is true
that the hog is a non-sweating animal
and that in order to cool himself he re-
sorls to mud and water, when lie can-
not get clean water only.
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Pointed Paragraphs.

Suceess never comes to a man who
is afraid to face failure.

You can’t always tell what is in a
man by trying to pump him.

The skin deep beauty of a girl may
be good for a marriage license.

His satanie majesty will irust any
man who is good at making excuses.

Many a man would agt otherwise

Reflections of a Batchelor.

It would be easy to get rich if it
was as useful as the smallpox.

A girl wouldn’t know half so much
of the things that she oughtin’t to if
her mother didn’t try % have her
know less. :

When one girl meets another she
invariably repeats the conversation
she had with the last two young men
she mat,

but for fear of legal consequences,




