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ORTH STATE

HAPPENINGS
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Takc: Train Load of Farmers From

5 éson County to see Mecklen.
b - Roads,

¢ lotte, Special—A selid * train
of perous farmers, some of them
anied by their wives and
arrived at the Southern de-
ay morning from various
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day taking in the sights
tv and having such a time
of them have never exper-
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] the eounty in automebiles.
viewine the coun-
fop of the
i tdings, thev eould
Bilne Ridee and other inter-
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Peady to Develcp Power.
' Special—Col. M. E.
Thoruton, president of the Water
rie Company. of Hickory,
last arranged for his
to require the shoals above
1 huving options eon the
ights shove it ¢an now pro-
the econstruetion of the
the Catawba river at
for the development of his
hvdro-electrie plant. The
nstallation will be for $6,500
vr. Col. Thornton has gone
York to complete arrange-
construetion and equip-
‘anmenge at once.
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Cotton Gin is Burned.
.. Speeial—A eotton gin be-
Kianttz and Linn, near
was destroved by fire short-
dayliehit Tuesday merning,
loss Of ‘:‘2:}'00. \\'ith no
The eowners believe the
ave heen of incendiary origin
{ant has net been operated
dava, There is evidence that
nieht riders have gotten in their
n Rewan county.

ham to Have Faid Firemen.
Spoeial.—Final prepara-
ro made by the beard Wed-

1 ]

4 i o R

it for the paid and par-
aid fire department, when a
fion b and chemieal wa-
1.000 feet of hose
dere, The orders were sent off
total of
“ fret of hese ordered since the
s of the new vear. The new

remen will o on duty on Mon-

Fonr at each sfation and seven

s 10 a company, who will be

ally paid.
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1 another
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slav. This made a

Carthage Buggy Co., in Hands of a
Receiver.
Carthage, Special.—On applieation
o number of the creditors of the
Larthage Buggy Co., made to Judge
V. J. Adams in ehambers here last
urday night, C. S. Brewer was
ointed temporary receiver and the
« was continued tfo Mareh 3rd for
‘urthier hearing hefore Judge Biggs,
on spplication o make the temporary
receivership permanent.

_irrences of Interest Gleaned From All Sectious of the Busy
Tar Heel State

SETTLEM'ED!'T WITH SEMINOLE.

Southern Life Insurance Company
Returns $109,785 and Complicated
Matter is Ajusted.

Fayetteville, Bpecial.— Consider-
able interest has been felt in a com-
plete transaction by which to the
Seminole Securities Company, for
South Carolina has contemplated the
transfer of a block of stock of the
Southern Life Insurance Company of
this city. On account of misunder-
standings in the details of the trade
the transaction was canceled an de-
clared ‘‘off.”” The Southern Life In-
suratice Company kas now settled
with the Seminole Company for' the
amotint of money received from that
corporation, by returning to the re-
ceivers of the securities company
£109,785. Thig leaves only the re-
maining details to be closed up in
order to complete the final settle-
ment and cancel the entire matter.
The members of the ageney force of
the Seuthern Life are congratulat-
ing themselves on a satisfactory set-
tlement of this somewhat delayed
transaction as it enables them to re-
sume the sticeessful exeeution of the
btisitess which was temporarily in-
térrupted by thig unfortunate eompli-
cation.

Two Fatal Accidents.

_ Selma, Special—Selma and vicin-
ity was the scene of two horrible
aceidents Monday. Arthur Hare, the
son of Mayor Hare, and a young man
of bright promise, accidently shot
himself with No. 22 rifle. The doe-
tors say his bowels were perforated
in six places, and very little hope is
entertained for his recovery. Abra-
ham Batten, an unele of the man
charged with the murder of Charlie
Brown, was found dead Tuesday
afterncon, shot through the head. His
gun was found on the opposite side
of the fence, and it is supposed that
in crossing the fence the gun went
off it falling on one side and the
body on the other.

Cetten Mill Floors Settle.
Coneerd, Special—With a creak
and a slow downward movement, the
three floors of the north end of the
big Gibson Mills, loeated in the north-
western part of this eity, sank to a

depth of probably six feet Saturday °

afternoon, caused by the erumbling
cf a pillar which  subsequently
caused the giving away of the beams
underneath the building, probably
affecting the foundation. There were
four hundred hands at work in the
immense strueture and when they
realized what was taking place a
mild paniec ensued, although not one
sustained the slightest injury, though
two or three young women fainted.

Woman Was Blacklisted.

Wadesboro, Special.—Suit  for
damages in the sum of $50,000 has
been brought by Mrs. Emma L. Rich-
ardson against P. T. Rhyne. Mrs.
Richard=on claims that she has been
blacklisted by the Potail Merchants’
Association wrongfully and asks
damages from Mr. Rhyne, a meat
dealer, because of libel resulting. The
suit is a novel one, the first of the
kind brought here. The Retail Mer-
chants’ Assoclation is a new organi.
zation for the protection of loeal
merchants and their rule is to refuse
erodit to those whose names appeal
on the blacklist. The standing of
the association will largely depend
on the result of the suit.

Dunn Lawyer Killed by Train

Dunn, Special—On Broad strget
crossing at 7:30 Saturday freight
trains. shifting and backing, ran over

Hon. W. A. Stewart, a prominent at-
torney, erushing him to pieces.

Twenty Pound Baby.
Wadesboro, Specinl.—-—Wadesboro
has the biggest baby yet reported in
the State. This baby is the child of
Waiter Little and wife, well known
colored people living here and weigh-
ed 20 pounds when born last Mon-
dav, The child is appearently doing
well. The parents are the produest
couple in the town.
Pot of Gold Found.
Washington, Speeial.—A jar of
coins, ageregating 41.225. whieh is
alleced fo be part of the money
stolen from the Forsyth Dank and
Trust company of Kernersville, N.
(., was dug up from bneath a dwell-
ing Wednesday where it had heen
baried in that eity by the fobbcr,
according to adviees reeeived by the
detective  bureau  here. Deputy
Sheriff Robert Flint of Kernersville
left here for North Carolina Wed-
nesday with Gaither Bodenhamer, a
voune man who was arrested by the
Washington police charged with hav-
ing stolen more than $2,000.

Reception to Legislators.
Raleigh, Special—The formal Tre-
ception by Governor and Mrs. Kitch-
in to the members of the General

Assembly was held Tuesday night
under especially pleasing anspices,
hundreds of people of Raleigh, who
have paid their respects to Governor
and Mrs. Kitehin since the inaugura-

tion being among the invited guests.

WITH N. C. LAWMAKERS

Doings of the State Legislature Con-
densed—Interesting Items from
Day to Day.

_The following are scme of the mew
bills offered in the Senate Monday:

Ormond: Amend article 8 of the
constitution relating to corporations
other than municipal.

Ormond: Amend Chapter 100, Re-
visal, r?lativa to domestie insuramce
companies,

Starbuck: Permit judgments on
appeal bonds where bankrupts are
defendant,

Doughton: Amend 4097 Revisal re-
lative to the annual appropriation for
edueation.
blFr}‘: Incorporate Southern Assem-

¥

President Kluttz announced to the
Senate that the Attorney General had
furnished a maling that the power and
authority of the President Pro Tem.
to ratify bills in the absence of the
Lieutenant Governor was ample and
sufficient.

A resolution was sent farward hy
Mr. Seott that when the Senate ad-
journ it do so in honor of George
Washington. This was put upon its
immediate passage.

The following new bills of general
interest were introdueed in the House
Monday:

Gaston: Amend Revisal 450 rela-
sive to the proseention and defense
bonds in cities and ecunties.

Graham: Regulate the distribution
of samples of proprietary and patent
medicines from house to house.

Dowd: Amend Revisal 2870 in re-
zard to building and loan associations
so as to limit their authority to bor-
row money to an aggregate equal te
one-third of the capital stoek.

McNeely: Make all roads now
traversed by rural mail delivery
routes public roads.

The revenune bill was, on motion of
Chairman.Dowd, taken up, the House
going into committee of the whole for
this purpose. Representative Koonce
was called to the chair.

When Section 32, real estate egents
was reached, there was a discussion
over persons not attorneys being tax-
ed for drawing deeds and contracts
for pay, but it was decided to adopt
the seetion as it is now in the law,
several smendments being voted
down.

At 12:30 o’clock the esmmittee of
the whole arose and reported progress
through Section 32.

Mr. Hayes offered the resolution
that when the House adjourn it do so
in honor of George Washington.

On motion of Mr. Dowd the reve-
nue and machinery acts were made
the special order again for Tuesday.

At 2:30 the House took recess till
8 at night.

The night session of the House
was enlivened with spicy debates on
local fish and liquor questions, with
the result that the bill to regulate the
placing of stationery nets in Neuse
and Trent rivers, Pamlico ecounty,
was sent back to the eommittee; and
the Buncombe bill of “Mr. Weaver,
tightening the prohibition law in that
county with the purpose of pyevent-
ing the Mear-beer establishments of
Asheville from seliing intoxicating
liquors under cover of their legiti-
mate business, was tabled amid ap-
plause. The Buncombe bill ealled
forth a vigorous protest from Mr.
Morton on account of the provision
allowing search of premises.

The Burke county bill had passed
prohibiting illegal sale of liquor after
Mr. Sigmon had removed the section
allowing search of premises for pos-
session of more than two and a half
gallons. Mr. Weaver offered an
amendment to his bill that made a
regular search warrant necessary in
order to examine premises after com-
plaint made, but still the opponents
were pot satisfled and after long be-
bate killed the bill.

The Senate discussion of anti-trust
legislation, ¢¢teeth’’ and no ‘‘teeth,’’
or-rather what character of ‘‘teeth’’
shall be given the present anti-trust
act, began Tuesday, continued for
two hours and then went over until
Wednesday, when it was resumed ad
infinitum. There wera two speeches
Senator Lockhart for his original
substitution (A’ bill and Benator
Bassett, of the ‘‘Blow-Basaett sub-
stitute,” which superseded the Lock-
hart bill in taking favorable report
at the hands of the judiciary com-
mittee.

Among the bills introduced in the
Senate was one by Senator Lockhart,
anthorizing the Corporation Commis-
sion to regulate hydro-electrie com-
panies.

The House was in committee of the
whole again most of Tuesday on the
revenue bill, and the first going-over
is not finished yet. The most impor-
tant results were taxing automobile
dealers $25 privilege tax; ineluding
marine railway in the seetion taxing
ship brokers; putting the $25 tax on
liverymen who sell more than five
horses in six months; inereasing the
tax on sewing machine manufaetur-
ers and dealers from $350 to $450 and
raising the 50-cent fee for each agent
to $2 applying the peddlers’ tax to
all those having free or paid shows
to draw business, and exempting
blind peddlers from the tax; redueing
the tax on lighting-rod agents from
$50 to $25; reducing the slot machine
tax from $2.50 to $1.50 and exempt-
ing those where drinking water 1s
sold at a cent a glass; ineluding un-
der packing house tax of $100 all
wholesale dealers in meat packi
house products who own and operate
lcold storage plants in the State and

xempting all not handling over 29,-

—

vuu pounds a year; putting on deal-‘
ers in beerine, mnear-beer and all
drinks containing as mueh as one-
half of one per cent alcohol a tax of
$20.

Mr, Hayes’ bill for the division of
the acts of the Legislature into pub-
lie, private and public-local was pass-
ed on final reading. It is understood
that it will save from $2,000 to $4,000
to the State in binding.

The Senate on Wednesday passed
many local measures, received a great

number of new local bills and spent
two hours discussing the anti-trust
legislation before recess was taken to
3 p. m., when the anti-trust bills were
ander discussion again. - Senator Or-
mond, for the Lockhart bili. and Sen-
ator fI'ravis, for theo: Bassett-Blow
substifnte, were the speakers. Sen-
ator Lockhart stole a march on the
opponents of his sub-section ‘‘A”’
bill by offering it as 8an amendment
for all but the enacting clause of the
Bassett-Blow substitate.

Among the bills largely of loeal
nature was one fo imeorporate Caro-
lina Railway and Power Company.

The House, after a spirited discus-

sion, voted 52 to 48 to table the Em-
pie bill that had already assed the
Senate to rohibit selling quail in the
State, ete.

The consideration of the rvenue
bill in committee of the whole for
second reading was completed and
the bill put through ready for the
final grind of third reading. The
eraduated tax on cigarette dealers
and manufacturers was raised so that
it will be $250 for 250,000,000 cigar-
ettes and range up to $1,500 for 500,-
000,000 iigarettes output.” This was
a most important change.

The House committee on publie
buildings and grounds decided by un-
animouns veie to recommend the en-
alrgement of the Capitol building at
a cost not to execeed $500,000 and the
erection of a new agrieultral build-
ing to cost $150,000, the total bond
iasne to be $650,000.

A great number of petitions were
introduced in printed form from
numerous counties of the State ask-
ing for an election on amendment to
the constitution as to the homestead
exemption.

With the unlucky number of 13
votes cast in its favor to 33 against
it, sub-seetion ‘“A,’’ of the proposed
anti-trust legislation, went down in
defeat Thursday afterncon in the
State Senate after the biggest argu-
mentative eontest that has eharaeter-
ized this session of the Assembly and
not inferior to that” of the famous
contest in the 1907 Legislature when,
under the leadership of Hon. Reuben
Reid. of Rockincham, sub-section
¢ A’? ywas expunged from the anti-
trust legislation on the narrow mar-
gin of one vote.

The Senate passed on final reading
the genral edueational bill, earrying
machinery for special tax in all coun-
ties. with inereased State appropria-
tion for maintaining four-mouths
school in every school district in the
State.’

The House on Thursday cleared the
ecalendar of a goodly number of local
bills on third reading. The two fol-
lowing are of publie interest:

The House Thursday night passed
the fircmen’s relief fund bill on final
reading, after discussion.

The bill to issue bonds in the sum
of $500,000 for earrying out the pur-
poses of the Bickett act of 1907 to
enlarge and equip the State hospitals
for the insane was laid before the
Hounse. Several members of the mi-
nority began to ask guestions abeut
it and Dr. Gordon for the committee
explained that it would inelude $250,-
000 obligation already incurred in en-
larging the hospitals at Morganton
and Raleigh, and leave enough for
some appropriations to the other in-
stitutions for permanent improve-
ments; then no further sums would
be needed for improvements for the
next ten years. ]

There were some questions by way
of objections asked that brought out
a most forceful defense of the bill
by Benator Doughton. The bill pas-
sed its second reading.

In both branches of the Legisla-
ture Friday was read the report of
the seleet committee appointed to
consiier the sensational report of the
auditing committes of the last Legis-
lature that investigated the offices of
State Treasurer, Auditor and Insur-
ance Commissioner. The report is
signed by all the members of the
joint committee, including the Repub-
licans, and is of great length. It
finds that all the Auditor’s warrants
criticized by the anaifing committee
were fully authorized by law, and as
to the voucher for the Goldsboro Hos-
pital for money to repair building, it
states that no such warcant and no
sueh voucher number ean be found on
the Treasurer’s and Auditor’s books,
that the hospital owes mnothing for
furniture or repairs, but does owe for
supplies authorized by the Governor
and Council of State. In the matter
of Fish Commissioner Meekins noth-
ing secret dishonest or disadvantag-
jous to the State was done.

As to the Insurance Commissioner
the report finds as a fact the state-
ment of the auditing committee that
no evidence of any character of dis-
honesty is disclosed on the part of
any one handling the funds or seenri-
ties, and that there 1s no suggestion
of any such.

The statement of the expert ae-
countant that he could not make an
absolutely correct statement of this
aceount without going baek and
checking up the entire business sinece

the establishment of the office is er-

roneous in its belief; that the state-
ment of the expert that no cash book
had been kept showing acenrate re-
ceipts and disbursements of funds is
very misleading, as the commissioner
does keep a day book in whiech is a
record of all receipts in detail while
his bank book as Insurance Commis-
sioner shows all disbursements and a
separate ledger account shows dis-
burscmen‘s of the fund for the inves-
tigation ef fires.

The Senate consumed some time on
a bill to change the countv seat of
Mitehell and on the Blow-educrational
kill and passed a number of bills of
loeal intercst.

The House, in committee of the
whole, on the revenue act, decided to
‘nerease the pension ad. valorem tax
from 4 to 5 centz. and the poll tax
from $1.29 to $1.32 so as to be aple
to increase the appropriation for pen-
sions,

The speeial order was the bond is-
sue bill for an issue of $300,000 for
carrvine ont ihe purposes of the
Bickeit aet of 1907 for enlargement
~f the State Tlespitals for the Tnsane.
With an amendmenl by Speaker Gra-
haza (ke %if! passed its final reading.

Train Robvbers Retreat.

Winston-Salem, Special. — Three
masked men attempted a bold hold-
up of Express Messenger Tom Hub-
bard. who runs between Sanford and
Mount Airy, Monday night near
Mount Airy, but the bandils were re-
pulscd. The robbers entered the car
while the {rain was standing at the
Ararat tank taking on water. They
called on Hubard to throw up his
hands. Lbut instead of doing this he
eniffcd cut thz light and reached for
his pistel

Awful Crimes of a Farmer.

Mondovi, Wis., Special—Hans B.
Hanson, a farmer living near Strun,
ent the throasts of his four children, a
boy and three eirls, whese ages range

frem 5 to 15 vears. Monday with a |

buteher knife. He followed this erime
bv stabbing several horses and cows,
firing the barn and house, and then
cutting his own throat, After killing
his children Hanson-went to the barn
and stabbed several hovses, eOWws,
calves and pies and killed a ext.

NEWSY GLEANINGS.

Abrabam Lincoln’s head is to ap-
pear on the n=w one-cent pieces.

The Hawaiian Senafe tabled the
anli-Tapanese BII1 probihiting aliens
from fishing.

Jean Mareel Pevraue de Passy, who
says he is 2 French ecount. is in New
York City lnokineg for a wile.

Premier Asqnith told Parliament
that mo maval arrancement was
reached during Iling Edward's visit
to Berlin.

The “Vesev S'reef Lighthouse,” a
landmark of cld New York City, it
was announeed. was io bhe torn down
to make room fn,'-.- a modern hotel.

Dr. William Yiyue Simpson ex-
pressed the ouin%n that a model
dairy in Ceniral Park would raise
the standard of New York City's milk
supply in general.

. The Grand Jury in New York City
returned thrce indieciments against
Jeseph A. Shay, the MHains frial law-
ver arested for trvineg to aid a pris-
oner to esecape from thz Tombs.

A. Holland Forbes annoanced that
he was havinz a 215,000 dirigible
balloon built for his wife. It will
be the first real air-yvacht, earrving
four passencgers hesides the pilot.

The publicaiion of cable disvatches
hetween General Blanco and the
Spanish-American War showed that
the government ordered the surren-
der nf fantiago over General Blan-
cos’ head.

Temporary recelvers were ap-
nointed for ihe cssets of the Wash-
fngton T.ife Insurance Company by
Juslice ¥Erlanger, of New York City,
nn the appllication of William Hep-
burn Russell,

Willlam Henburn Russell said he
hoped eriminal proceedings would be
begun by District Attorney Jerome
against the directors of the Plttsburg
Life and Trunst Company for moving
the effects of the Washington Life to
Pltisburg. . )

NEW IDEA
Helped Wis, Couple.

It doesn’'t pay to stick too closely
to old notions of things. New idecas
often lead to better health, success
gnd happiness, .

A Wis, couple examined an idea
new to them and stepped up geveral
rounds on the health ladder, The
husband writes!

“Heveral years Ag0 We suffered
from coftee drinking, were sleepless,
nervous, sallow, weak, and irritable.
My wife and I both loved coffee and
thought it was a bracer.” (delusion).

“Finally, after years of suffering,
we read of Postum and the harmful-
ness of coffee, and believing that to
Erow we should give some attention
to new ideas, we decided to test Pos-
fum.

“When we made it right we liked
it and were relieved of ills caused by
coffee, Our friends mnoticed the
change—fresher skin,sturdier nerves,
better temper, etc.

“These changes were not sudden,
but relief increased as we continued
to drink and enjoy Postum, and we
lost the desire for coffce.

“Many of our friends did not like
Postum at first, because they did not
make it right. But when they boiled
Postum according to directions on
pkg., until it was dark and rich they
liked it better than coffee and were
benefited by the change.” “There's
a Reason.”

Name given by Postum Co., Battle
Creek, Mich. -Read “The Road to
Wellville” in pkes.

Ever read the above letter? A new
one appears from time to time. They
are genuine, true, and full of human

| interests

AEET 1S WELCOMED HOVE:

Uncle Sam’s Sixteen War-Dogs Drop Anchor in
Hampton Roads After Circumnavigating
The Globe---Ships In Fine Trim,

AMERICA’S RECORD BREAKING FLEET.
~Rear Admiral Charles 8. Sperry, Commander-in-Chief.
FIRST DIVISBION. >
CONNECTICUTT, Capt. Hugo Osterhaus.

CANSAS, Capt. Charles E.

Vreeland.

MINNESOTA, Capt. John Hubbard.

VERMONT Capt. Frank F.

SEOOND DIVISION.

Fletcher.

Rear Admiral Richard Wainwright, Commander.
GEORGIA, Commander George W. Kline.
NEBRASKA, Capt. Reginald F. Nicholson.

NEW JERSEY, Capt. Willism H. H. Sutherland.

RHODE ISLAND, Capt. Joseph B. Murdock.
THIRD DIVISION.

Rear Admiral Seaton

LOUISIANA, Capt. Kossuth Niles.
VIRGINIA, Capt. Alexander Sharp.
OHIO, Capt. Thomas B. Howard.

MISSOURI, Capt. Robert
FOURTH

Rear Admiral Wiljam
WISCONSIN, Capt. Frank
TILLINOIS, Capt. John M

KENTUCKY, Capt. Walter

ITINERARY OF THE FLEET.

Left Hampton Roads December 16, 1907.
Arrived Rio De Janeiro Januaty 12, 1908.
Arrived Punta Arenas January 31, 1908.

Arrivel Valpariso February

Arrivel Caliao February 20, 1908.
Arrived Magdalena Bay March 12, 1908.

Arrived
Arrived
Arrived
Arrived
Arrived
Arrived
Arrived
Arrived
Arrived
Arrived
Arrived
Arrived
Arnived
Arrived
Arrived

Arrived

San Franeciseo May

Sydney August 20,

Yokohama Oetober

Colombo December
Port Said January

Malta January 14,
Marseilles Janunary

. Bowyer.
KEARSARGE, Capt, Hamilton Hutchins.

Honolulu July 16, 1808.
Aunckland August 10, 1908.

Melburne August 29, 1908.
Manila Oetober 2, 1908,

Manila, First Squadron October 31, 1908.
Amoy, Seeond Squadron, October 30, 1908.

Naples January 10,
Villefranche January 11, 1909.

~

"v-—-—-"--—--—----'-v'——-"-"-"-'—'-

Schroeder, Commander.

~

M. Doyle.
DIVISION. i

P. Potter, Commander.
E. Beatty.

C. Cowles.

14, 1908.
6, 1908.
1908.

18, 1908.

‘-—A‘-_‘-__...-.---“.—“.AA‘--‘-_

12, 1908.
5, 1909,
1909.

1909.
15, 1909,

Gibralta January 31, 1909.

Arrive Hampton Roads Febrnary 22, 1909.
Total Distanece Covered—42,227 miles.

Time Consumed—One year,

two months and six days.

Foreign Countries Visited—Fifteen.

WM

0ld Point Comfort, Va., Special.—
Enthusiastieally welecomed by the
mad blowing of the whistles of a
seore of naval vessels and a hundred
or more other ships, this only to be
drowned out by the thunderous sa-
luting of twenty-one guns from each
of the sixteen battleships in the eol-
umn, America’s record-breaking fleet
sailed majestieally into Hampton
Roads Monday.

It was the fleet’s home-coming af-
ter its eireumnavigation of the globe
—the most remarkable continuous
voyage ever made by the warships of
any navy.

President Roosevelt and Secretary
of the Navy Newberry, who were the
last to bid the fleet Godspeed when it
left Hampton Roads December 16,
1907, were the first to greet it upen
its return. The President and his
party of naval officers and ladies
aboard the Mayflower, which was an-
shored off Thimble Shoal Light, about
seven miles out from Fort Monroe,
sighted the warshi»s as they turned
in through the VA zinia Capes, then
formally reviewed them while they
passed the Mayflower in single col-
umn. When the fleet had dropped
anchor in the Roads just above his-
torie old Fort Monroe, the Mayflower
steamed in among them and Admiral
Sperry, the commander-in-chief, and
his flag officers and ship ecaptains
were received on board by the Presi-
dent. All, especially the commander-
in-chief, were warmly congratulated
upon the safe completion of their
nuprecedented ernise.

Mayflower Takes Her Stand.

Tt was about 9 o’clock when the
Mayflower came from down the Po-
tomac and the Chesapeake Bay and
anchored near Thimble Shoal. Short-
ly after 10 o’clock the deck watch
of the Mayflower discovered a; col-
amn of smoke almost directly east-
ward over Cape Charles, and half
an hour later the warships, which
had been approaching under slow
speed in order not to anticipate their
scheduled hour of arrival, came into
sicht and passed the Capes. At 11
o’clock the flagship Connecticut lead-
ing, arrived off the Tail of the Horse
Shoe, at which point the fleet was left
by the Mayflower when it followed
the battleships eut of the Roads at
the beginning of the cruise. A quar-
ter of an hour later the Conneeticut
was off the port beam of the May-
flower at a distance of 300 yards.
When opposite the Mayflower’s quar-
ter the Conneectieut’s six-inch guns
began the official salute of 21 guns in
honor cf the navy’s commander-in-
chief. TLess than half of these had

been fired when the Kansas, the sec-
ond ship in line, took up the salute,
quickly followed by the others. The
fleet, which has averaged about 10
knots speed throughout the eruise of
more than 14 months, passed the
President at eight Mnots and entered
the Roads at six knots.
Admiral Sperry Reports to President.

When the Third Squadron had
passed, the Mayflower lifted anchor
and followed slowly at a distance.
Some time was necessarily consumed,
owing to i%e current in the Roads,
caused by the tide, in the ships set-
tling into their berths. Yhen this
was completed, npon the flash of sig-
nals from the Connecticut to the
Mayflower, Admiral Sperry personal-
ly greeted the President and Secre-
tary of the Navy and announced
that he stood ready to report the end
of his eruise. The report was then
made in person, Admiral Arnold ber
ing accompanied to the Mayflower in
launches by the three other rear ad-
mirals of the fleet and the ship eap-
tains,

Following the President’s reception
' of the officers, the Mayflower started
back to Washington and the officers
and men as many as could be spared
at one time, rushed ashore, most of
them to Old Point, to greet the mem-
bers of their families and friends
who had come from various parts of
the country to welcome them home.
The other officers will be given this
temporary shore leave in relays of
about one-fourth of the number on
each ship at one time, until all have
had the round. After that, they will
be granted such liberty as they ecan
be spared for until the ships proceed
to their home yards for docking and
repairs.
None the Worse for 42,227 Mile Trip.

As the battleships came in today
looking their fittest and apparently
|none the worse for the wear of the
\lmg voyage of 42,227 miles, equal to
| almost twice the distance around the
[equator, the naval authorities drew a
'breath of relief. Not that there had
been any apprehension at any time
‘nf any serious difficulties, either in
‘the matter of navigation or possible
'military work to do, but because the
handlng of sixteen of the most mod-
orn and formidable sea-fichting en-
oines of the world, the supplying
| them with ecoal, oil and food at the
different ports where stops wero
made, and providing the ships with
|the pick of the officers and men of
|the navy while on foreign view, re-
| quired careful and almost constant
| attention, from the time the ernise
was first projected, in July, 1907, un-
til the command left Gibraltar a lit-
#e over twe weeks ago.

THE FLEET PROVES TO BE AN INSPIRATION OF RESPECT

It was a matter of pride to the
government that a portion of the fleet
was able to visit China at the time
the Boxer indemnity was remitted by
the United States. Incidentally, it
may be remarked that after discuss-
ing the question of a declaration of
principles with the United States as
to the attitude of this country and

. Japan toward China and in the Paci-

fie, the dgents of the Mikado were in
a more agreeable frame of mind for
affixing their signatures to the docu-
ment, after the visit of the fleet to
Japan.

Aside from this, all nations had op-
portunity properly to estimate the
military importance of the United
States on the seas, with the result
that the general international respect
for ihis country went up on the
world’s market se\'.eral points,




