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PROCEEDIN’ GS IN CONGRESS.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES."
The Speuker’s JAppeal to the House.

On motiom of Mr. Condict, of N. J.
the Honse then resumed the considera-
tien of the motion of Mr. Forsyth to re-
fer the communication of the"- Speaker,
concerning certain charges made against
him, to a Select Committee.

Mr. Archer,. of Virginia, said, that being
himsgelf opposed to an enguiry by a commit-
tec, and no other gentleman stating any ob-

jections to it, he roseto state the grounds of
"ns opposition. No one could be more wil-
ling than he was to take any measure t® vin-
dicate the dignity of this House, or to respond
to the just claim of any member for the vin-
dication of his official character. But, he
said, he did not considerthat the honorable
Speaker was put in this predicament, What
were the circumstances in which inquiries of
this kind may, with propriety, be maintained
by this"House ? Ought we sald he) to lend
the grave sanction of ourn ought we
to opérate in a formal manher, committees
of inquiry, when nothing i8 presented to us
to act upon but mere vague general newspa-
perinvective ! I ask if it consist with the dig-
uity of this House, or with the claim of the
Speakcrasa ralth‘ful officer and a gentleman,
to substirutethis i inquiry ? I conceive not.—
What, sir, are the circumstances under which
we should be justified in raising a committee
in such a case as this? The act to whicth our
attention is' directed, ought to have these
characteristics : It ought to be official in re-
lation to the member whose conduct is im-
pedched : it ought also, to be something
which can be proved if true, or disproved if
not true. Mr. A. asked of gentlemen to look
at the paper which was the foundation of this
uppication, and say whetherit came under
either of these classes. What is it ? The
writer of it speaks of rumors afloat here. Does
he cbarge upon the Speaker any act of mal-
feasance inrelation to his duties here 7 No ;
lie speaks of the course expected to be taken
by alarge number of members—of an impu-

tation on the whole delegation from a 'parti-
cular part of the country: &, when he speaks
of the Speaker, what does he sav? Does he
charge bim with corruption—with any thing
which, if proven, ought to produce ‘investi-
gation—with any thing susceptible of proof
or of disproof ? Isuspect, sir, fhat the gen-
tlemen who are disposed to pursue this in-
quiry, biive not adverted to' the paper in
question. The only part of the letter which
conveys 3n imputation upon the Speaker, is
not even maiter‘of surprise upon the part of
the writer of that lettcr 7 he speaks of it as
a report—as something said and whispered
n this place. Suppose this charge were true,
snid Mr. A. which I take this ecoasion to say
that I would be one of the last in this House
or in this country to credit—suppose that it
were true to the full extent of the charge, or
the insinuation derived from it, what can this
committee do if raised ? It must, whether
the charge be true or not, make a report ex-
culpatory of the Speaker. Shall we raise a
committee, then, whew we know that there
can be but one response to the inquiry, no
matter what the facts may be 7 T'o do go will
be fo constitute an inquiry which can lead to
no useful result. 1If the thimgs alleged or
insinuated be true—if the Speaker be guilty
nt all the corruptlon which scurrility has
charged upon him, it must be a matter with-
in his own breast, the truth of which no tes-
timony can establish, If the allegations be
true, you cannot convict the Speaker of the
imputed offenice. Any inquiry of ours into
it, thercfore will be'a furce and a mockery.
I will not lend myself to such an inquiry.

w hat. said Mr. A. does the charze, con-
tained in this letter, in its worst form, sdy ?
Does it say thut the Speaker has betrayed his
duty ’ No : but that it is surmised that he
means to da so. I it shall appear, in the se-
quel, that that officer bas. violated his duty,
then theie will be ground for inguiry. But.
at présent, suppose it were true, that the
Hpe.sLer had thrown away the high character
he'has always maintained in the country and
¥ this House—t.hat he was the venal thing
'iu. publication in question would represent

Im to be, aad that he did cum,emphte this
elmmefu! violation of his duty t7 his country,
would he even in that case be pumshnb]e
* here ? Would we passupon him any other
~ scntenice than that of ineffable contt:mp‘t for
s corruption and folly 7 No, sir, suid Mr. A.
1 say that we must wait fir some ac? which
will perpetrate the corruptiori, by consym-
mating the purpose. In that event, circum-
stances will' demund an Inquiny on our part.
Some act will have been committed agaifta.
his official duty—some act which is issuable,
and can be proved or disproved. 1t secms
0 me, sit, that this House will cmnm-t its
own dignity, and cast a reptonch upon the
Spesker himself, which I kunow would be
nnfounded, by - referring this: subjuct §0 a
e omlmtteﬁ 1 hope, t.hgrcf.vo- aﬁ\t.lie‘{{ﬂpun
will not grars the intjuiry w asked, -
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munication had been mude $y the s;aeaker to
the House, requesting the appointmentof a
committee, for the purpose of investigation
of certain charges which_ had heen made a-
gninst him by a memher of thisHouse. The
present motion is simply for the purpose: of
referﬂng this communication to a committee.
\Ghen it got there, be took it for granted,
the preliminary enquiry would be, are the
charges to which this communication refers
of such a nature as to require the interposi-
tion of the House of Representatives ? = If the
committee shall think they are not, they will
report. accordingly, and the House will eithér
confirm ar their dequpon If the House
should confirm it, the committee will then ap-
ply to the House for further authority to act
in the affair. Thisappeared to him to be the
only rational mode.of treating this very un-
pleasant business. The House was in pos-
session of nothing in relation to it but the
communication of the Speaker. The letter,
indeed, to which it referred, and which was
ssid to have been written by a member of this
House, might be found in certain newspapers.
but the House has no evidences that that
which ' was  published was a true copy of
the letter. It might have been altered orin-
terpolated by the printer. The Ietter as pub-
lished, must be considered either as prefer-
ing a deliberate charge of corrupt conduct
against a.member or members of this House,
or as admitting of some explanation which
should go to do away such a meaning. = The
member to whom the Jetter was attributed,
will no doubt answer it once, and frankly de-
clare what he meant. He will say whether
be meant to charge upon the presiding officer
of-this House the making of a corrupt bar-
gain. Jf he shall answer in the affirmative,
will any gentleman, asked Mr. Forsvth,
say, that this is not an act into which the
House ought to enquire, nor one which the
House can punish ? It was true that there
was one difficulty attending the accusation.
1t charged the accused, not with an act, but
only with an intention. Theact has not been
consummated. The vote has not been given.
But | ask, if the chn:;fe is a true one has not
the barga.m been e ? And if it has, is not
this co:ruption ! And what then ? 1t ought
to be punished. Has not the House power,
not wierely to reprimand, but to expel any
of its members who shall have dared to be
guilty of such conduct ? If on the contrary
it shall appear that any member of this House
governed by mere rumors and under the in-
fluence of jealousy or mere surmises, shall
have presumed to hold up as an infamous
bargainer, as a contractor for votes and influ-
ence, a member or an officer of this House,
will it be contended, that we have no power
tg punish him ? CLrlamly we have the power
to reprimand, and if that is insufficient, to
expel him as unworthy a seat in this House.
If this is denied, what is a mefnber to do,
who is publicly charged with an offence of
this nature, or where is he togo? This is
the proper and the only place where his re-
putation can be vindicated. This House
alone is competent to examine into the charge.
Is the ag@used to appeal to the newspapers ’
For what? to prove a negative? Such, un-
happily in this country is the condition of the
press (that palladiuw of political liberty) that
nn man can appeal to it without a sense of
dishonor.  He cannot come forward there
and say, [ join issue in this charge, without
exposing himself to derision by entering into
a competilion with newspapers which utter
falsehood and truth according to the object
in view. He was ashamed to state it to the
House, but the fuct was so," that pending
any great election, such was the prostitution
of the public press, that there was no know-
ing what to believe : and it was sufficient™o
pronounce any charge,however gravely made
an electioneering trick, to. stamp it mstant]y
with the sexl of £ L]sehood That press,whlch
had been so loug the boast of liberty, was, in
this country, no longer a protector of inno-
cence ; and it had long since ceased to be
the scourge even of the guilty, save as it serv-
ed to excite the stings of a guilty conscience.
|/ In this state of things, Mr. F. again asked,
what was an accused or calumnxgd member
of this House to.do ? - He must throw himself
upon the judgment of his peers, that if false-
ly accused thre gnilt of calumny may revert
on'its author,  As to the power of the Nouse
there can be +o doubt ; and as to the propri-
ety of appeipting a@ committee, he had him-
self no question. . Itis said indeed, that 'this
charge relites only ‘to intention; ‘the crime
has not been consummated, and cannot be
antil a cerrupt act fias been performed. But
I pray the House to consider a case 1 shall now
submitto them. Supposethereisaclaim pen-
ding before this House for a large sumn of mo-
ney, and the claimant kngws that 4 certain
member, from his ability, from his unblemish-

quaintance with the rules of business, and
from general knowledge of the persons of
the members, is possessed of great in-
fluence over their minds; and that claim-
ant offers this ‘'member a bribe, which the
member accepts, and circumstances after-
wards transpire to bring: the transaction to
light, between the time of giving the bribe
and the time of deciding on the claim : will
any gentieman tell me that we may not pun-
ish such a transaction ? Will any; gentlem
tell me we mustwait t:ll the cl‘.me 15 cons
mated—till the vote is wel; Sm'ely

We mav punish at once, betl:

fered and bim who accept«.-d the hase cpin.

The charge ipghis ¢ase is, that a mcmber of
this House intdnds to . give his influence and |
vote, in fayor of a certam candidate for the
Presidency, and on that consideration is W
receive a place of profit and horor, . 18ther-
any. distinction between ithe two cases 7. K‘:
a | not this bribery to all intents and

1fthe ch.u'g 18 made,. t le ndwju
 be investigats

‘member charg Oug'htto be expelleﬂ ﬁom
 this House. And ifitis nottrue th Pew,
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Mr. Wm.v;ht of ‘Ohm‘, said he was “not cér-
téin that he understood the gentleman who
opposed the proposition to raise & commit- |
tee in thé- case under consideration ; but if
he did, the opposition rests on the hypnthe-
sis that the letter alluded 1o, and avowed on
the floor, by a member of the HHoause, con-
tainsd no charge of offence, or of any speéi-
fic act done, which; lffound true, would lear
to ‘any ulterior measure, in.relation to theac-
cused, or, if found false, to any like measure,
in relatnon to the accuser—that there is mo
specific charge he:e. of any act done, but 4]l
rested on common tumor of acts not yet con-
sammated-—still resting iInintention. which
could not properly be investigated, untll ri-
pened into act.

Sir, I have no ohlectmn to consider the
mutter in tnis pomt of view, and to mect
gentlemen on their own ground. 1 will un-
dertake to show te the House, that there isin
the publication, a diréct charge against the
presiding officer of this House, of having en-
tered intoa corrupt bargain, in relation to
his vote, and that of his friends, on a ques-
tion pendina, devolved upon us by the Con-
stitution, -of the highest and most important
character that can devolve ‘upon us, and
which 18 soon to be decided. IfI do this,
Sir, it will be idle to say, we can take no
measures to investigate such a charge, until
the intended :corrupt act is consummated ;
because the question is hastening on, and we
should free ourselves from the effect of the
corrupt bargain, and not sufferit to pollute
our Legislative Hall, and be carried into the

Ifore we can mové. When it has produced
its effects, it will| be of no use to take any
step in relation to it.

The writer of the letter, Sir, commences,
by stating his object in writing, to be, to

give information * of one of the most dis-

1 graceful transactions, that ever covered with
mf‘amy, the Republican ranks.”” A transao-
tion, so base, that it laid the axe at the very
root of the. tree of liberty. He proceeds
“to give a brefaccount of such a bargain,
as ‘can only be equalled by the famous Burr
conspiracy, of 1801,” and then goeson to
st:te.

1st. That, ¢¢ for some time past, the
friends of Mr. Clay had hinted, that they, like
the Swiss, would fight for those who would
pay best.

2d. That overtures were suid to have been
made, by the friends of Adams, of the De-
partment of State, to Mr Clay, for his aid to
elect Mr. Adams.

3d. That the friends of Clay informed the
friends of Jackson of the overture, and hint-
ed, that, for the same offer fromJackson’s
friends, they would close with them, but riune:
of the fnends of Jacksun would descend to
such mean barter and sale. :

4th. That Jackson’s friends did not be-
lieve the contract wounld be ratified by the
members from the states who had voted for
Clayg but that it was the writer’s oplmon,
from the first, “thit men possessing any
honorable principles, could not, nor would
not, be transfcrred like the planter does hils
negroes, or the farmer, his team and horses.”
But, he says, ‘¢ contrary to this expectation,
it is now ascertained to a certainty, that Hen-
ry Clay has transferred bis interest to John
Quincy Adams,” and, in “ consideration of
this abandonment of duty to his'constituents,
it is said, and beileved, should this unholy
coalition prevail, Clay.is to be appointed Se-
crerary of State.”

The charges contained in this letter, a-
gainst Mr. Clay’s friends, amongst whom I
am proud to acknow ledge myself, I shall not
now notice, as I consider those charges only:
incidentally before you: but the charge a-
gainst him is clear and explicit—one that I
think no man can mistake, as postive I its
character as any one could wish. It is,
*¢ that it was ascertained to a certainty that H,
Clay had, by mean barguin and sale, trans-
ferred his interest to Adams, and, in consider-
ation of that abandonment of dity to his con-
stituents, if the unholy coalition succeeds,
Mr. Clay is to be appointed Secretary of
State.” Is this no charge imputing conduct
to the Speaker, in his representative charac-
ter, calling for the interposition of the power
of this' House, or in uny’ way affecting its
dignity 7 Perhaps no language is so suita-
ble to give a characterto the charge as that
of the letter writer himself. I will present
you his ‘'own character and opinion of the
charge nearly in his own words. . He charac-
terises the contract imputed, as predicated
on an abandonment of duty (by Mr. Clay) to
his constituents : as an unholy coilition : as a
mean barter and sale, of the chatucterofa
transfer, by a master of his negroes, or by a
planter of his team and Abdrses, - us equalled-

only by the famous Burr conspiracy of 1801 :

ed reputation for integrity; from his long ac-§as the most disgrceful transaction that ever co-

vered With infamy the Republican ranks : so/
base as to lay the axe at thevery root of tlie
tree of liberty ; a transaétion  no man possess-
ing any hanombk principle Would submit to.
Surely, n i entleman will say that sucha
charge, so characterized by the writer, and
avowed on this floor by a member, with a
pledge to prove it true, could be reg-arded as
imputing no turpitude or crime, wliich, if
true, %ould not lead ‘to ulterior - measures ;
18 too clear to admit of doubt. But, it is
id, the interest spoken of, means only Mr.
y’s @wn exertions. 8ir, this is not the un-
tstanding of the.membenjwho. penned the
ge: He says, ¢“ Jackson’s friends did
. believe the contract would be rutified by
the members from the states who voted for

possessing any honorable principle esuid nat, |
nor wonld not, be humfmd, like the planter
does his negroes, dr the farmer his téam and
# jhorses ; and that, in consideration of - the
tranafer, Mr. Clay was to be appointed Se-
cretary. of state.® | Who are bere said to be
monfen'ed.l Mr. - Clay’s friends’ in'sthe
B.‘huse Who made the mnsfeiand was to
receive the consideratic Mr €Clay. The
prefiding officer of this House udu-eeﬂytn&
positively charged, by a member in his p}
witlh “entering into & corrupt contract,
which, for the consideration of an office, de-
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election, where it is mtcnded to operate, be-| P

{Clay; and that it was his opinion that men {

his vote, and those of the members from the
stateq who had voted for Mr. Clay for the
Presidency, to one of three candidates pre-
sented to us to choose a President from 5 or,
if it be not & pn-,itive charge, 1 have ngeon-
ception what idea the gemieman sttaches to
a positive charge. We are told, siry) ‘with
this chirge before us, that no offence is im-
puted—that all rests on ruinors——nothing af-
fecting, in the slightest degree the t!lgmty of
of the Hous- !——-\our presiding officer cor-
ruptly s:lling his vote, and that of his fellow-
members, is no offence to the digvity of the
House ! - that no ulterior mneasares can w
out of such a charge, it true ; and that it 1s
beneath our diguity to notice such wague
ramors 7 Sir, will you ge to the electioh’ ofa
Chicf Magistrate while corruption fiils your
Hull, and seeks to find its way in‘o our ballot
boxes ?° No, sir, let us go on to that work
with-pure hangs, and drive these corrupt bar-
gainers from our presence. Let us investi-
gate these charges ; and, if they are found
true, I have no hesitation in saying, your
Speaker is unworthy the station he fills, ‘or a
seat on this floor; and 1, for one, will vote
tor his. expulsion, as I mou]d any. membg:r.
who would falsely make such a charre.  We
ought nof to stop until the deed ‘be dons,
and then seek to punish, but should pro-
ceed Pow; in tirthe to prevent the mischief,
and satisfy the nation that, when we go into
the election, we are free from the imputation
of' corrupt influence.

‘Mr. Speaker, I do not wish to trespass on
the time of the House, but i‘lt myself im-

elled to make the remarks I have.

Mr. M’Duffie, of South-Carolina, next rosa.
He was sorry, he said, to be 6bliged to tres-
pass on the attention of the House on this
most unpleasant business. But, if we adopt
the course suggested (sxid he) we must inflict
on the character of this House an injury much
greater than it Qas yet sustained. Before we
adopt any measire— before we determine
the !egmm \te extent of our power, we must
ascertain that there is some lawful act which
we may do as the result and conscquence of
that lhvestigation. Sir, this House is not a
mere collection of individuals, who are to
comstitute themselves into a corps of compur-
gutors. - Whether a charge preferred against
a member be true or false, it is not for this
House to organize itself into a tribunal, to try
its trath or falsehooil, unless it have a right
to do some act founded on the truth or false-
hood, of that charge. In the case now be-
fore us, what are we to do? In what is this
inquiry to'end ? If we had any legitimate ob-
jeet in view, either to expel the Speaker, or
the member who hus made the ch: arge, we
might be justified in this proceeding. But
let us meet the question as it stands, and ine
quire whether, upon the actual state of facts,
this House has the power to expel either the
Speaker or the member,

Notwithstanding the ingenious exposition
of the Hon. member from Ohio, Mr. W. said
it was perfectly clear, and any one whao dis-
passionately perused the letter, would come
to the coiiclusion, that no charge was made
in it against any portion of this House. The
writer speaks in general terms of a2 combina-
tion, a coalition, an unholy coalition; but,
said Mr. McD. when you come to the hlston-
calf or narrative, character of the letter, you
find it nothing more than that itis ‘¢ report-
ed,”” and. “ believed,” that such things are,
as are recited. For a long time, he says, the
l.charges -were not behcvecf but that now they
are believed,
nations, &c. is stated, biit as mere matter
belief. By whose agency doés be say these
combinations are supposed to have been pro-
duced? 1Is it by that of the Speaker of 'this
House 7. Let any one put his finger on the
passage in thegletter which says that the
Speaker has made, or accepted, any proposi-
tion leading to corruption.. It is his Sfriends
who are said to have thrown out hints, '&c.
If the letter contain any charge, it is not a-
gainst the Speaker, but inst his friends.
His friends, where? He has friends out of
this House, and in this House. 1t does not
| appear that even any member of this liquse
is included in the allusions of the leit The
charge, thew, is one which'is founded on ru-
mors, vague, and indefinité—a charge agamst
an individual not named.

But, sir, I have a much stronges obJectlon
to this propositien, than any which- results
from she particular inquiry jnto the nature
and' charactér of the charge. I go onhigher
ground, and 1 deny that we can prosecute
this investigation, with a view to an act by
which alotte it can be consummated, without
violating the highest privileges of the People
of the Unrtca States.. We have been told,
of the danger of the liberty of the press, and
the dan%ers to which the liberties of the coun-
try will be exposed by indulging it. ~ These,
sir, are the arguments by which, in all coun-
tries, that essential palladium of liberty  has
[beenassailed. This is not a new subjeet in
this country. Thisisnota newgnqmry, rhough
in a new form. W¥here was' a time, some

years ago, of grcat public excitemient, when

gainst an administration which was DOt ac-
ceptable to thers, and thissubject, re
the powers of the government, underwent
deliberation by Congress, and an action the '
subject was adopted. -The huestmn, ‘wheth-
er this government has a rightto ptatcpt it-

“against investigation, by enforcing (not
the common law oFa England, but) the (

mon law of E;)Iaml thgn host of
tions, to pun ose who libel the

ment, was determined in Con 50}&‘1}:
passage of an act,- whieh act mnotfh
more or less than the l'an?up ;edmon .law.
On what arguméntwas that law founded ?

eiit could nc

this: that the govern
itself by the common law of England.
what was the' proposition embraced b
act } Was'itan act nmmm
the government to ;
bel upon it ? 'Was that the
it w law to adtiiorize
come his own ‘vengar ¥y
thu, if the Congrcu or. my oﬂicﬁ:t of
th:s ernment was Ebella{, the party imjur-
ed might apply to the judicial tribunals gnd

csll upona jury of the cguniry for ve
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has received very important
mitigating it to a degree ve
standard of other coumtries, even ethe‘fr‘mt*
country next to the United Quto-.
glish law on libel is not that of Iﬂc
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the law of libel in England, s man may.
punu;hed slthough he tell the trq,th

to which a power of this dea& )
hat doe
letter, which is the ground ofbur ps

United States:  How is that eclection
made ? What remains to be done for its com
pletion ? The work, which.commenced with
the people, is to he consummisted
Where are we 7 Inthe midst of our
ents ! No, sir, we ate far, médfr
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Under what temptations do we act 7
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