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hr 1948, Dr. Clifton J. Allen
hpt-hlstom ‘““The lesons for
| this quarter constitite & topleal

. Innlt They are based upon Bible

materials -setting forth the basie
doerineg of our Christian faith.
This means, naturally, that near-
ly all of the RBible material is
|tt.ken ‘from the New Testament.
l'rho passages eelected for each
lesson are not exhaustive, but

.they do contain the heart of the

New Testament truth -bearing
upon the teaching or doctrine be-
ing studied.”

Our 'opening lesson is taken
from the writing of John along
with ®Brief passages from the
Acts and 1 Timothy.

That Ye May Believo

In the closing wverses of the
twentieth chapter of John, the
writer sets forth his purpose in
giving to the world the fourth
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people to believe in Jesus = as

God’'s Son and as Saviour. Faith
in Ohrist as Saviour means new
life. This faith produces Chris-
tian character and gives power
to overcome the world.”

" Faith and life then are insep-
arable. If one belleves that Jesus
ig Christ the Son of God, arg be-
leves with all his mind and
heart, then it follows, as the day
the night, that he will have life
“in his name.”

We need to get his point clear
in our Christian thinking. We
believe on Jesus to the end that
we may partake of the better
life. Jesus declared that he had
come into the world to the end
that we, his followers, might
have life and have it more abund-
ntly.

Notice that John qualifies the
word ‘‘Believe.”” We are not mere-
ly to believe in Jesus, for in-
gtance, as a good man, or as a
moral leader, or as a great teach-
er; we are to accept him as “The
Christ.” He is to be for us the
fulfillment of the Old Testament
prophecy—the promised Messiah.
The modern Jew may regard Jes-
us as a great man and as a peer-
less moral leader, but he ‘oes

rnot accept him ag the Messiah.
There is the rub. Jesus is the
Christ, the Messiah, and nothing
short of that in the eyes of his
followers will do!
Opened By The Lord

Luke's account of the conver-
sion of Lydia (Acts 16:11-15) is
a gripping .example of the power
of God. It shows how a simple
evangelistic message can make

jits way, under God, into the

,heart of a person and bring forth

| abundant fruit.

“And a certain woman named
Lydia, a seller of purple, of the
leity of Thyatira, one that wor-
_!shlpped God, heard us: -whose
;hesrt the Lord opened to give
theed tdnto the things which were
spoken by Paul. And when she
was baptized, and her ,household,
!she besought us, saying, If ye
'have judged me to be faithful
to the Lord, come into my house,
and abide there. And she con-
strained us.”

Too often the Sunday school
teacher, or preacher, or Christian
witness, lacks assurance and con-
fidence as he delivers his mes-
sage., This lack of contidence s
due to a lack of faith. Any powar
that the gospel message may
have is due mnot to self but’to
the Spirit of God, for it is the
Holy Spirit that convicts the
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with the passing:of t.lma; neith-
er has his power baen diminish-

ed.
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"I‘tko ‘heed to thyself, and to
thy teaching. Continue in these
things; for in doing this thou
shalt save both thyself and them
that hear thee” (1 Tim. 4:16).

Here is an exhortation ' that
ought to make its way like an
irreversible arrow into the heart
of every Sunday School teacher
in the land. Think of theé impli-
cations of Paul's words: ‘“thy-
self”’—'"‘thy teaching.”

Are we as Sunday school
teachers ready for our mlssion
on Sunday morning? Have
made the careful preparation o!
our own hearts and lives that the
Scriptures would - demand and
that the occasion would justify?
Just as the preacher cannot ex-
pect to prepare and deliver an
effective sermon without prepar-
ing first his own life, even so
must the Sunday-school teacher
make much of the preparation of
self. When thosé of us who are
apppinted to stand before the lost
world as ambassadors of Christ
deliver our ‘message, we should
reflect in every word and gesture
the glory of Christ and the mean-
ing of Christ for human life.

“Continue in these things,”
said John, “for in doing this
thou shalt save both thyself and
them that hear ye.” There fis,
then, a double blessing: the
blessing for the teacher, and the
blessing for the hearers.

Overcoming The World

The true Christian knows no
such thing as abject fallure inm
his mission for Christ. He may
fail in the eyes of the world, but
the future will tell a different
story.

When Jesus was hanging on
the cross, his enemies thought
the end had gome. They believed
that they would heéar no more of
the lowly Nazareme. But they
could neither destroy Him nor
His message. All they did was
let Him loose in the world! “And
who is he that overcometh thé
world, but he that believeth that
Jesus is the Son of God?” (1
John 5:5). -

As we witness for Christ,
therefore, we take our placeg a-
mong thoss whom John would
call “overcomers.” It is not men
of military might who overcome
the world—they have no prom-
ise of ultimate victory. They who
constitute the ‘“overcomers’’ are
those  who believe that Jesus is
the Son of God! Let us make
this central fact clear in our
message wherever we go with it
and unto whomsoever we pro-
claim it. g

The novel is probably more
than 21 centuries old, according
to the Hncyclopaedia Britannica.
Aristides wrote six books called
“tales of Miletus,” the town in
which he lived, consisting of
humorous and sarcastic episodes
of contemporary life. These early
novels were written in the gec-
ontl ountnry B. C.
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Mrs. A. r, N’!choh m
of the business uulon. li!or
munity missions it was
that we all help a
in the community and alsp send
fruits to three shutins for Christ-
mas. The Bible study was given
by Mrs. Ernest Walker.

The program was in charge of
Mrs. Clark. A number of Christ-
mas carols were, sung and es-
pecially enjoyed.

The -January meeting will be
held 'with Mrs. Cecil Kilby. Mrs.
Clark and her gaughters served
deliclous refreshments during
the social hour.—Reported.

Round Table Club
In Dinner Party

The members of the Round
Table Book club; with their hus-
bands, enjoyed a  delightful
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