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JAMES RICHARD DODGE 

An Interesting Personality, Who Once Resided In 
Wilkesboro. 

(Continued from page six) n 

ahead In 'business. He clerked a 
while In an uncle's store In New 
York City, but In 1817, be 
embarked for Charleston, S. C., 
where he hoped to achieve 
success. 
A violent storm overtook the 

vessel oft the Virginia coast. 
All hands, Including passengers, 
fell to and saved the ship from 
loss, but It had to put In port at 
Norfolk and was unable to 
continue Its journey. Young Dodge, 
thereupon, went up to 

Petersburg, largely through curiosity, 
but remained there for nearly 
three years. During this period 
he made an unsuccessful business 

venture, Btudled law and was 

admitted to practice at the 

Virginia bar. He strapped his 

obligation to his back and moved on 

to Raleigh, in 1820, armed with 

ample letters of recommendation, 

but with little coin of the realm. 

The North Carolina Supreme 

Court of Taylor, Henderson and 

Hall recognized and renewed his 
law license. Immediate 

friendships were made with Ruffln, 

Henderson, Badger, Gaston, 

Manley and others of prominence, 
which lasted throughout their 

lives. 

Some business entrusted to 

Dodge, be'ore leaving Petersburg, 
carried him to Germanton, then 

the tfounty seat of Stokes, where 

thf same cordial reception was 

Wndered to him, especially from 
iohn M. Morehead, Thomas 

Settle, Augustine H. Shepherd and 

Nicholas Lanier Williams. It was 

through the last mentioned that 

he met Williams' niece, who 

eventually, through the course of 

happy events, became Mrs. Dodge. 
Mrs. Dodge was, like her husband, quite well connected with 

many of the leading families of 

her State. Her father, Maj. 

Joseph Williams, was prominent in 
local and State affairs. He had 

succeeded his father as clerk of 

the court of his county and was 

a successful planter. He had 

married Susan, the daughter of John 
and Susanna Martin Taylor. 
These two reared a large and 

interesting family, the eldest of 

which was Mrs. Dodge and the 

youngest ̂ JHuL—JUchard Wain**rghi Barber. Mrs. Barber's 

husband, as many already knsw, 
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was long rector of Saint Paul's 

and, for many years, superintendent of Wilkes county schools. 

Mrs. Barber's children, by her 

first and Becond marriages, were 

Capt. John T. and Miss Fannie 

Peden and William Walnwright 

and Miss Mary Taylor Barber. 

Mr. Barber was an attorney of 

prominence and Miss "Mamie," 

as she was more commonly and 

affectionately called, long 

conducted a well known private 

school. These four, of course, by 

way of repetition, were nephews 

and nieces of Mr. and Mrs. Dodge. 

Maj. Joseph Williams was one 

of the nine sons and thirteen 

children of Col. Joseph and Rebecca ILanier Williams, of 

Panther Creek, then Surry, later 

Tadkln and now Forsyth, county. 

Col. Joseph Williams, an officer 

of the militia in the Revolution, 

and his brother, Robert, married 

sisters. Col. Joseph Winston, also 

an officer of the Revolution and 

later congressman, married an 

other sister. It was for him th.;-. 

the city of Winston took its name. 

There is a recorded tradition that 

the .Lanier sisters were all young 

ladies of unusual charm and talent. 
Col. Joseph Williams' family 

developed into one of the most 

distinguished in the State, some 

of them becoming nationally 

prominent. Wheeler's history 
records that Gen. Robert Williams, 

the eldest son, was a man of distinguished attainments, great 
research and acute intellect. He 

was congressman, grand master 

of the Masons and adjutant 
general. Col. John Williams, the next 

son, after Mrs. Dodge's father, 
was a colonel under Gen. Jackson, in Indian engagements, and 
a United States Senator from 

Tennessee. He married a daughter of the distinguished Hugh 
Lawson Wlhlte, once his party's 
candidate for President Their 

daughter, Margaret, became the 

wife of Chief Justice Richard 

Pearson. She is buried at "Log 
Town,'' in Yadkin, already 
referred to. Their Bon, Joseph Lanier Williams, became a 

congressman from Tennessee. 

Twin sons were born to Col. 

Joseph and Rebecca Lanier Williams, who were christened 

Thomas and Lewis. Thomas 

moved, like some others of the 

family, to Tennessee, and rose to 

distinction in that State, 

becoming chancellor. The other twin, 

Lewis Williams didn't go any-, 

where, but remained right there 

at Panther Creek and became the 

most distinguished of that 

eminent galaxy. He was elected to 

congress in 1814 and remained a 
memiber of the body, without 

interruption, for more than twenty-eight years, until his death, 
Feb. 23rd, 1842. He was 

universally styled by his colleagues as 

"Father of the House.'' He 

accomplished this remarkable 

public and political career literally 

single handed, for he never married. 
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Another son, Alexander 

Williams, studied medicine, and 

located at Greenville, Tenn., for the 
practice of his profession. That 
one of Mrs. Dodge's uncles who 
probably came most in the life of 
her husband was Nicholas Lanier 
Williams. He married his distant 

consin, Miss Mary Graves Kerr, 
of Caswell county. Two of their 
children were Joseph, the father 
of the late N. Glenn Williams, 
and Lewis, formerly an attorney 
of Winston-Salem and father of 

Mr. Smith Williams, who resides 
at the old home place at Panther 
Creek. 

All of the congressional 

honors, however, were not confined 
to Mrs. Dodge's side of the 
house. Col. Dodge's uncle, William Irving, a brother of 

Washington Irving, was long a 

congressman from New York and a 
contemporary of the Williamses. 
From this seemingly pertinent 

ramification, let us return and 
note briefly something of the 
progress of the four children, born 
to the Dodges, in Wllkesboro. 
The son, Richard Irving Dodge, 
went to West Point, spent his 
life in the military service and 
rose to be a colonel in the Civil 
War. The fact that he did not 
resign his commission and return 
to the South, his birthplace, was 
the cause of some temporary 
coolness on the part of his family. 
His father, though only a 
Southerner by adoption, was an ardent 
supporter of the Confederacy, to 
which cause members of his 
family were destined to offer much 
sacrifice in life and property. 
After the War, Col. Blchard 
Irving Dodge was sent to study and 
pacify some of the more 
troublesome Indian tribes, a task which 
he accomplished with great credit to himself and satisfaction to 
his Government. Dodge City, 
Kansas, iB named for him. He 
married into the wealthy Pauld-j 
ing family of New York and a! 
son, preferring to be an actor, j 
— 
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instead of a minister, assumed 

the stage name of Richard Paulding. 
Susan Taylor Dodge married 

franklin B. McMillan, of Ashe 

County. Heq married life was 

short, as she died before she was 

twenty five. She, too, is hurled 

at "Log Town." Mary Helen 

Dodge lost her eyesight as a 

child. She was educated in the 

blind school at Raleigh and took 
art and music in New York City. 
She lived until 1915 and is burled 

in Gov. Glenn's plat, in the Salem cemetery. 

Anne Sarah Dodge married j 
Capt. Chalmers Lanier Olenn, of 

Rockingham county. They were 

the parents of three sons, all of 

whom rose to distinction In the 

State. Capt. Qlenn lost his life 

leading his company at South 

Mountain, during the Civil War. 

Matt, his faithful colored 

senrant, buried the body and returned home with his master's 

money, watcb and sword, but died 

before he could go back and point, 
out the site of the grave. .The 
body w&a never recovered by the 

family. j 
The eldest of the Glenn chil-i 

dren was Oen. James Dodge 
Glenn, of Greensboro, who was 

adjutant under three governors. 

The second son was Governor 
Robert Brodnax Glenn, of 

Winston-Salem, who was eminent at 

the bar, before he became 
Governor of North Carolina, in 1905. 
The third son was Edward Travis 
Brodnax Glenn, of Fayetteville, 
who was named for his kinsman 
and the benefactor of the family. 
Dr. Brodnax. Ann Sarah Dodge 
Glenn is buried in her son's plat, 
i n Green Hill cemetery, i n 

Greensboro. 

Col. and Mrs. Dodge, in their 
last years, lived with their daugh-; 
ter, Mrs. Glenn, on her 
Sauratown plantation, on Dan river, in 
Rockingham county, about three 
miles south of the present town 
of Draper. Col. Dodge died in 

1880, at the age of eighty-five. 
Mrs. Dodge survived him two 

rears. They are both buried at 

Sauratown, in the Brodnax 
private cemetery. lTieir graves are 
suitably marked. Col. Dodge lived 
to be, in point of membership, the 
oldest Mason and, in point of 

service, the oldest lawyer in the 
3tate. He was, likewise, a veteran soldier and churchman. 

Any sketch of the life of Col. 

Dodge wonld be Incomplete without some mention of one 
additional well known incident, Once, 
while he was making an important speech before a jury, in one I 
of the counties of his circuit, 
three attorneys at the bar, Messrs 
Hillman, Swain and Dewes, wrote 
the following and handed It to 
blm as he concluded his speech: j 
"Here lies a who dodged 

And dodged a deal .of evil, 
Who, after dodging all he could, 

He could not dodge the Deril." 

Whereupon Col. Dodge sat 

down and forthwith wrote and 

handed to the conspiratorial 
triumvirate this reply: 
"Here lies a Hillman and a Swain, 
Whose lot let no man choose; 

They liv'd In sin, and died in pain, 
And the Devil got his Dewes.J^ 
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