
Crackup Kills 
Yadkin Pilot 

Blkin, June 23.—Charles H. 

Vestal, 39, of Yadkinvllle, an 

employee of Piedmont Aviation, 
Incorporated, was killed in- 

stantly Friday afternoon in a' 

plane crash on the main runway 
of Smith Reynolds Airport, Win- 
ston-Salem. 

The accident occurred at ap- 

proximately 3 p. m., only a few 
minutes after Mr. Vestal had tak- 
en off alone on a test hop in a 

Stearman bi-plane of the type 
used by the army and navy In 

primary training. 
Mr. Vestal received his flight 

training at the Winston-Salem 

airport and when granted a pi- 
lot's license by the Civil Aeronau- 
tics Board of Washington in 

1941, he fa the first Yftjlkin 
county man to hold such a lic- 

ense. 

He was injured once before in 
a plane crash near Fort Thomas, 
Ky., in 1945. At that time, he 

was thrown clear of the plane he 
was piloting, along with three 

passengers. 

Support Y. M. C. A. 

Do Your Floors 

NEED COVERING? 
Mx. R. C. Goodwin will be happy 
to furnish estimates. 

ASPHALT OR RUBBER TILE 

INLAID LINOLEUM 

MASONITE WALLBOARD 
WALL LINOLEUM 

Ideal Furniture Co. 
B STREET TEL. 1M 

TAKE A 

BUSINESS COURSE 

Accounting or Secretarial. Ap- 
proved for Veterans. Applica- 
tions accepted now for Summer 
Session enrollment beginning 
Jnne tf and Jnne IS. 
Write for free pictorial cata- 
logue and Information. 

Clevenger College 
BOX TM 

Telephone 714 
NORTH WILXESBOKO, H. CL 

Agent Stresses 

Driveway Safety 
"Trees, bushes, and tall crops 

at driveway entrances are a ser- 

ious traffic hazard on farms," 
says County Agent Paul Choplin 
of the State College Extension 

Service. "Too often these objects 
make it Impossible for drivers 

traveling on the highway to see 

farm vehicles about to enter the 
road." 

To reduce chances for acci- 

dents, Mr. Choplin suggests that 

farmers use the following meth- 

od, recommended by the National. 

Safety Council, in removing ob- 

structions : 

First park your car in the 

driveway with the bumper 10 

feet from the nearest edge of the 

pavement or traveled portion of 

the road. Pace off a distance of 

700 feet (290 paces) along the 

highway to the left and place a 
marker at the edge of the pave- 
ment, on the same side as the 

driveway entrance. 

Using the same procedure, set 

another marker 700 feet down 

the road in the opposite direction 
and on the opposite side of the 

highway. If a heavy, slow-start- 

ing truck will be using the drive- 

way, the markers should be set 

830 feet away since it will take 

longer for the truck to get out 
on the highway and get up road 

speed. 

After the markers have been 

set, go back to your car and sit 
in driver's seat. If you can see 

the markers, the sight distances 

are proper as long as traffic go- 
ing by the farm does not exceed 
60 miles per hour. If the markers 
cannot be seen, weeds and other 

obstructions must be cleared in 

order to make the driveway safe. 

When entering the highway, 
make a full stop, look both ways, 
and turn into the proper lane. 

When leaving the highway, sign- 
al your intention well in ad- 

vance, give plenty of distance, 
slow down gradually, and stay 
in the proper lane. 

Farm-Mortgage 
Debt Increases 

The national farm-mortgage 
debt on January 1 was more 

than five billion dollars, or near- 

ly a quarter of a billion dollars 

higher than a year earlier, ac- 

cording to C. Brice Ratchford, in 
charge of farm management for 

the State College Extension Serv- 

ice. 

Quoting information Just re- 

leased by the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture's Bureau of Agri- 
cultural Economics, Ratchford 
said the increase in the farm- 

mortgage debt during 1948 was 

more than double the increase 

shown during 1947. 

Although a rise was shown for' 
the country as a whole, 

, 
five 

states—Minnesota, North Da-1 

kota, South Dakota, Nebraska, 
and Illinois—continued to show 

a decline. The 1948 ipcrease in 

North Carolina was 1.3 per cent, 

and the increase for this State 

since January 1, 1946, has been 
25.3 per cent, 

Ratchford said farmers appar- 

ently have found uses for their 

income other than debt retire- 

ment. They have continued to 

replace worn-out equipment and 
make necessary repairs and im- 

provements at costs which are 

still relatively high, he added. 

Demonstration On 

Floor Finishing 
Held On Thursday 
Thursday the Home Demon- 

stration Clubs of Wilkes county, 
had a rare privilege in seeing a 

floor sanding and refinishing i 

demonstration, at the home of 

Mr. and Mrs. John Andrews, on 
the Lenoir highway near Boom- 
er. Miss Ruth Thompson, assist- 

ant Home Demonstration Agent 
for Wilkes, and Paul C. Ohoplin, 
County Farm Agent, cooperated 
with Lewis T. Lanier, of Char- 

lotte, in the demonstration, us- 

ing Home Extension approved 
methods. 

Mr. Lanier stated that there 
are several steps in refinishing 
an old floor: 1. Old finish sanded 
off. 2. Sanded smooth. 3. Pene- 

trating seal applied and 'allowed 
to dry. 4. Steel wooled between 
coats. 5. proper application of 

wax and seal Is important. For 
new floors, sand smooth, then 

proceed the same as for old floor 
finish. 

Twenty-five members were 

present. Clubs represented were: 
Cricket, Ferguson, Boomer, 
Roaring River, Mountain View, 
Lewis Fork, Clingman. 

At noon a delicious picnic 
lunch and lemonade, was served 

on a long table in the front yard, 
under a huge oak tree, about 200 

years old. 
In the afternoon, the floor 

penetrating seal was applied, 
which will take 24 hours to dry 
properly. The owners will apply 
the two remaining coats, and 

wax. 

Picnicing Showing 
Big Increose Now 

Now that the summer season 

has started, picnicing has be 

come one of the most popular 
pastimes or forms of diversion in 

this section of the State. Local 

people as well as those from 

elsewhere are enjoying picnic 

outings along the Parkway and 
elsewhere. 

Record crowds were reported 
at Bluff Park over the, week-end 
as well as at the Cascades. 

It was pointed out by officials 
that motorists should always dis- 

pose of paper napkins and other 
refuse instead of leaving it to 

mar the scenery. 
Attention is alstf called to the 

fact that special care should be 

taken to prevent fires by smok- 
ers while enjoying the outdoor 
life. 

"Let's all practice good out- 

door citizenship," a fire warden 

said. "We should leave a picnic 
spot just as beautiful as we 

found it for someone else t.o 

come along and enjoy," he con- 

cluded. 

Farmers put 50,667,694 bush- 

els of 1948-crop corn under CCC 
price support in April, the U. S. 

Department of Agriculture has 

announced. 


