LEGISLATIVE DEBATES.
SPERGE OF MR RAYNER, AT
or Hzatroan, »

the Bill prﬁ Jor the extablishment of « State |
mw;' Insane in. Novth Caroling ; delis-|
ofed in the Howse of Commons, December 213t
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of a confiding and generous

B0 more welcome task, than
%.lw of one offthe

L. yisited upon our race.

‘thowe bereft of reason are disconnected

with the ical inflences which make and un-
__make public men ; they bave o agency in sénd.
i- hege, in elevating us to still h?{.LV places,
or censure upon us for what may be
oty ' "But whilet this consideration
dosd not release us from the obligations of duty,
opportunity does it at the same Lime

the exercise of disinterested good.

as North Carolinians, this measure

most forcible and patriotic Jan-

ina is the last of the old thir-

e ion of Delaware, that has

i for the indigent insaue.

his reproach of insensibility to

longer to rest upon our name?!

ing the responsibility of this

we ought rather to rejuice at the oppor-

ity it ve, of vindicating the generosity
our people, and elevating the character of our
e. Toour feelings of humanity as men, the

‘s itresistible. And it is indeed a conso!-
seflection, that amid the din and coafusion of
strife, we may here for a while at least,

s resting place, and engage in a work calcu-
lated to still I.EUIQ angry ;ﬁt‘l:ﬂl of our nature ;

we may for a time, pause in our partizan strug-
ghes and vie with each otker in doing the work of

In this age of discovery and improvement, with
the recorded experience of 30 many countries, and
such a Jeagth of time, it would be labor lost, 1o

to prove-that these institutions for Lhe
ﬂl benefit of the insane, wilh buildings and
fixtares erected with a peculiar view to the pur-
pose contemplated, and @nder the control and
ot of those exclusively devoted 1o such
dutigs, are beiler calculated to restore those who
are pot iscurable, and to administer to the com-
fort of those who are, Lhen any other system ever
yet devwsed. The great utility and incomparable
blessipgs of these iastitutions are not 1o be es-
tablished by any process of logical deduction.
They do notrest on any learned and plausible
theories of the physiologist and the physiciany
on the fancifuland ingenious speculations of
renologist and metaphysician. ‘T'hey are
by the facts of inductive experience,
y records of statistical data carefully pre.
38 ¥nowledge of which places the mat.

ter beyond comtroversy.

These statistical data prove conclusively, 1hat
in mest cases, insamity proceeds from physical
disease, acting through neglect or improper treat-
ment wpon the nateral functions of the brain.
How apparent then, must it be 1o every one, who

has witoessed much of the sufferings, and difficul- there are hundreds within the borders of our State,

:l.ol treatment of mere physical disease, that

is malady of the mind, depending in a great de-

gree on physical derangement, requires a degree

of care, of knowledge, of wanremilling attention,

ol':t,nlhr capacity on the part of thgee entrus.
W

character to apply toit. It requires a peculiar
nt of moral as well as intellectual facu!-

ties,” Jo “ minister 0 a mind diseased.” This
ind of talent is rare ; bat thanks 1o a kind Prov-

of the haman mind, that the supply thus far has
kept pace with the demand, which the benevo-
lence of government has created. This rewmark-
able kind of talent, however, flourishes, and finds
a theatre for it exercise, not in the crowded
thorough-fares of commerce, not in the turnoil
and agitation of worldly employment, not in gay
saloons of faghion ; but in the quiet and partially
isolated retirement of natare. Unpretendirg, be-
nevoleat, and gentle in ite character, it shrinks
from rude contact with the noisy world. Hence
it is, that these institations for the relief of the
insane, must assume a regulation somewhat pa.
ternal and domestic in its character. Genial air,
cheerful is, and healthfal exercises, are
indi to their successful operation. In
a country of such practical habits, and of such
m‘ lation as owrs, such requirements as
have mentioned, are even for the affluent,

the reach of private enterprise ; and as

for the indigent, charity feels that its duty is ver-
formed in merely “feeding the hungry and clo-
thing the poor.” It requires the sanclion of go-
vernment to provide permanently for the wants
- of those who appeal to us only through their ma-
niac cries ; and who wsuvally excite our horrors
ss moch or more, than they do our sympathies.
Govgroment owes it not only to the destitute ma-
pisg, to provide for Ais rings, but it owes it
to the more fortunate, to protect rhem, from the
WM of an aberration of intellect
in fellow beings.  And in accomplishing so
benificont a purpose, for both the sane and the
rm&. ;:glu it to hesitate, in imposing
paltry burthens upon those more highly fa-
M't’ the God of nature, necessary lgtzl;‘rylheu-
own, 88 well as for the good of their strickea’

The system now generally pursued for the
treatment of the insane, ia nearly all the States
of this Union, 22 well as in all civilized countries,

10 the discovery of modera sciruce and

to progress of modern improvement. Until
within the peried of the existence of our own

» young as it ie, the old plan of the
-u—am- ' grew oat of the idea, that those
reason were the vietims of Gud's especi-
fasure, and therefore had no claims on
an'’y sympathy—of treating the insave as out-
the orly one known. The dark and

cell, the chaio and the hand cuff. the bar
the bolt, lash and “be torture, the scanty meal
the tilme.worn vestyre, were, for ages, the
of these victims of misfortune. This cruel
wud the false ideson which it rested. are
and it is hoped, forever reected, ss unwise,
unchristian. New light upon this, as
every oiher branch of knowledge, Las
the W‘:‘ Thtzndmy of the
Uring the egcesses of the

lution, whose horrors were a0 nate-
s e

: 'eat agents in relieving and
the miseries of ‘onnnmm_sa,-“

jhe tmpetas to that benevolent sysiem, which
up s mnwln bea'ed s0 miany wound.-
and sovtbed so many pangs of suffer.
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strides, this humane and wise
g aver the Christian world. —
by l'".‘i. is science ; En.

4 aiways a iﬂMd eat:

«and tive Staigs of this Univs, the
-sslmirstion of the world, as they are,

slure, enlerprise, and improvemeut, have
this benevolebt structure upon sure foun-
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L verity,

ging out & miserable existemce o beds of straw--
and for no qther emn?
tims of an afflictin

ith its relief, that the ordinary pbysician has ;}:: :;u:l::l:;;o c:::::: :;bﬂ

neither the time, the ability, nor the adaptation of | 410 language
hearts in the tones of lamentation and wo. If we
fail to perform our duty, the shriek of every mani-
ac in our borders will hereafter sound the note of
repooch upon our mames. Their dismal cries and
idence, such is the expansive and prolific nature | awful groans will hauat us in our slumbers, and

R with the teary of

‘l’l"}l
w“‘.i
, the fact,
e~

Em_shatm'ﬂuzhw};w
Jﬂ 1 to

ead ing, only tend wvate
the tortures of thamanisc. The mind of man, whe-
ther sand or i . whether as in its loftiest
flight to the sublime and the jufinite, or whether
clouded in its vision by the dark curtain of despair,
can not be chained and tethered by human force.—
It came from Glod, and nothing short of the fiat of
heaven can chain it down to earth. Deprive 1%, In
its dark state of gloom, of those genial influences
which nature alone, aided by those heavenly quali-
ties of gentieness snd sympathy, can 8¢ ister ;—
and in the paroxisms of its own phrenzied energy, it
shrinks back within itself, and literally devours its
own existence. On the other hand, a proper regard
to physical and me:-t:.ll’ eu‘lhti:;.m lrt :g_er?me ziﬁn‘e; if
applied in season, 8O ording reuel.—
Cc of scene and association, gémial food, person-
al comfort, balmy air, and ebeerful views, tend to di-
vert the mind from its painful contemplations, and
at the same time to'in te the physieal system;
whilst « Lindness and firmness,” those great agents in
governing and directing the human mind in all pha-
ses of its condition, serve to guide and control it, in
its straggles to throw off the shackles of darkness
Confine the poor maniae with felons and criminals;
instead of hearing the accents of kinduess, let him
hear only the clanking of his chains; instead of his
vision being ed with the appliances of a cheer-
ful chamber and a comfortable couch, 16t him see
pothing but the walls and grates of his Jdungeon, and
his bed of straw ; instead of witnessing the impul-
ses of feeling hearts, let him discover that he is cut
off from all sympathy of his rlch(I'or strange as it
may seem, his perceptions are rather quickened than
destroyed by bis malady,) and instead of subduing
the wild passions of his distempered mind, you only
stamp it with a conviction of hisdegradation, and he
sinks down in hopeless and incurable despair.—
These indispensable means to which I bave alluded,
cannot be secured in the busy and anxious theatre
of industry and agitation, in which the world is en-
gaged. The domestic hearth, with all its sympa-
thies and kindoess, cannot command them. Then
you must resor: to comparatively isolated locations;
you mast obtain the services of those who devote
their lives exclusively to this noble and praise wor-
thy vocation ; you must congregate those unfortun-
ate victims, where time, opportunity, knowledge, and
experience can all be commaunded in winistering to
their wants,
Whilst the balance of the christain world is mov-
ing on in these noble enterprises, shall North Car-
olina, our native land, where repose the ashes, our
fathers, and where the destiny of our children is
cast—shall North Carolina stand still, with folded
arms and slumberiog eyelids? Shall our people
longer bear the reproach of inseasibility to human
who; or of niggardliness, in refusing to grant a pit-
tance of that bounty with which kind Heaven has
blessed us, for the purpose of lifting that dark cur-
tain which shuts out the light of reason from the
mind of so many of our fellow beings? Shall we,
as the chosen guardians of the rights and interests
of a confiding people, repose so little trust in their
generosity, their humanity, their justice, as to fail
to do that, which appeal to us not only in the lan-
guage of sympathy, but in the stern demands of du-
ty 7 Read that Memorisl now lyingon your desks,
to which is affixed the name of one* who is devo-
ting her life to doing good ; who comes among us as
the friend of the unfortunate, the poor and the nee-
dy ; who is an ornament, not only to her sex, bat to
human nature itself; whose meekness and gentleness
of character. aud whose labors, fatigues and expo-
sure in bebalf of suffering humanity, appeal to us
by all the ennobling consideratious of chivalry and
devotion to her sex. Read that memorial, the un-
bribed and disinterested tribute which a feeling heart
pays to misfortune’s claims, and you will there see
our duty inscribed in language which it requires a
heart of adamant to disregard. You there see that

who are immured in noxious cells, inhaling the * va-
pors of dungeons,” confined with felons, and drag-

than that of being the vic-
ispensation from Heaven—
"Tis true, these vic-
to our judgments in

of reason; but they appeal to our

their ghastly visages will freeze our hearts with ter-
ror, even to our dyiog day. Whilst to our shame,
we must admit, that North Carolina is bebind most
of her sisters in the great physical improvements
and enterprises of the age; yet it has ever been our
boast, that in all the attributes of the private and
social virtues, we acknowledge no superior. Let us
now prove that this is no vain and idle vaunting.—
Whilst other States may excel us in enterprise, in
wealth and in public spirit, yet let us recollect, in
the language of a lamented son, it has long been our
pride, that there are none,
“ W hose doors open faster,
At the knock of distress, or the tale of disaster.

Although we may not boast of our populeans Cities
and Commergcial Marts; alithough we may not have
as maoy proud Seminaries of learning ; although we
may not cover our surface with a net-work of Rail-
roads and Canals; yet let us prove that we have
hearts to feel for misfortune and the personal comforts
of our people, if we are somewhat regardless of their
publie pride and prosperity.
[ am aware that this bill may be objected to on ac-
count of what may seem to be the magnitude of the
sum proposed to be appropriated The amount is
not large, compared with the purposes contemplated,
and the benefits to be realized. It cannot be less, if
the Institution is to answer the ends designed. If
we are to provide for the insane at all, we must make
provision for the whole of them. From the best in-
formationrthat can be obtained, there will probably
be not less than 230 patients in the State. And the
same information authorises the conclusion, that s
building necessary for the comfortable provigion of
that number cannot be built for much less than
'$100,000. Plearn that about ten years since, the
State of Tennesseo—that noble daughter of the Old
North State, who here presents to her mother such
a glorious example—erected an institution for the
insane at o cost of about 25 or 30 thousand doilars.
It was found to be utterly unfi¢ for the purposes in-
tended—and one year since, the Legislatare of that
State concluded to abandon it as an outlay of so mech
money lost, and made an sppropriation of $100,000
for the erection of new one. Let us take warning
by this example. If we attempt to provide for the
insane at all, Jet us do it in a style commensarate
with our pride, our character and oyr ability ; above
all, commensurate Wwith the wantux our people.—
Geatlemen should recollect that a building of this
sort is not like a privatedwelling. Space, air, pros-
| pect, peculiar arrangement are indispensable. Let
us then, instead of wasting $30.600 or $50,000 to no
purpose, expend what is requisite; aad there it is for
g:uerlunn:, eompl:;o in all its_parts, the memorial
of our generosity, the pride ofthe State, the as
of the unfortunate, s viem
So far from this Institution being objectionable
on aecount of the burthen it will impose on the peo-
ple, it is strongly recommened on the score of econ-
omy. ve gentlemen ever turned their attention
to the sums annually e ed In some of the conn-
ties of ghe State, for keepitg in confinement the in-
digeat insane, and in others, by way of allowanee to
their destitute parents and friends, who take care of
them? This charge Yel to County exp
and comes out of the County tax; but still, the peo-
ple have to pay it
er the tax propossd by this bill, which can gontinue
bat a few wven if it were would
bear more y on the people than the charge s
ready existing, on aceomnt of the indigent
This is wow. incurred in keeping '
the reach of relief; we to

Prison,
couvert it intolhwd’ﬂhﬁhﬂ} m—
fort, and restoring them 1o reason, . san example

| of this false notion of ¢ y I learn there iy a
:'lnuc in the prison of Stokes County, the keeping

whom for several gun bag cost the bunty some
$1600 or $1700: and this poor unfortunate being is,
8o deubt, in A worse condition now, than whea he
first antered the door of his prison—perbaps beyond

ferings of millions yet unborn.

Small as may be the pittance paid by the poor man,

us.  The mere statement of this cbjection carriesits
own refutation with it
pride should revolt at this idea of dependence upon
the liberality and benevolence of our sister States.
How can we reconcile ourselves to the thought, of
relying upon the labors of others, for those blessin

which are equally within eur reach, as the reward

ourselves from the obligations of this duty, by avail-

have performed theirs, ifistead of their reasoning on
the false premises thus advanced?

provides for the rich only, who can afford to bear
the expense; whilst it leaves the poor and needy to

of grateful hearts ; and what higher reward oughta

ernment to provide for the physical wants of the
poor, is recognised and observed by all Christain
Countries; and in our own State, the law makes
provison for that.

And [ doubt very much, wheth- |
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the =each of restoration forever. How much better,
wiser, and is it, to convert thisaonu
‘eharge upom the ™ ive connties, now expenged:
in aggre the sufferings of the afflicted, into &
means of

their relief.” Let

to their comfort and aiding ‘a
: lemen recollect, that it is the

taxes for County

eusly by the peo

that are felt most grieve
As a mere question of . econo-
omy, then, we may well conclude, that such an insti-
tution will lessen the barthen now imposed for the
relief of the poor, to as grest or even a grealer ex-
tent than will be necessary for its establishment and
suécessful eperation. In considering the item of
expense, we ghould also recollect, that the more com-
fortable and commodious this institation may be, the
better may we expect it to support itself Whilst
we provide for taking care of the poor, the wealthy
who may seek an asylum beneath its shelter, are
expected to pay for the benefite received. If then,
you make & meagre appropriation for the erection of
» building that will barely answer for the wants of
the destitute, we cannot expect those who are weal-
thy or in even comfortsble circumstances, to place
their friends there. They will resort to other States
for that comfort and relief they cannot find at home.
By examining the reports from these institutions in
other States, we find tha many of them not oaly go
a great way toyards paying their own expenses, but
in some few instances they have actually yielded a
nett income besides. Let us not then, by a false
economy, throw away what we do appropriate. Let
us not, for the sake of saving a few thousands now,
ran the risk of a failure in the purpose contempla-
ted. Let us erect such an institution as will answer
the wants of all our insane, both the rich and the
poor; that the former may be induced to seek that
relief from it, which will enable us, in a great meas-
ure, to take care of the latter.

As to the method proposed in the bill before us,
of raising the money necessary for the erection of
this institution, by a slight increase of the tax on
real estate and on polls, I think it eminently prop-
er, and by far the most sure and practicable. ‘Tis
true, it falls vpon all classes and interests in society.
And it is right that it should—not only because it
is intended for the benefit of full classes but because
every one should be allowed to contribute in propor-
tion to his ability, to what will belong to all. Itis

right that the poor man as well as the rich should feel
that baving aided in its establishment, he and his
;’ldren havea vested interestin its benefits. Itis

r ho temporary purpose, it is for no sectional ad-
vantages. It is for posterity. Itis right then, that
the land which is immovable, that the permanent
wealth and capital of the country, shouid bear the
charge. Again, the method proposed is certain and
definite. Make a charge upon the tressury geaer-
ally, and | fear, that after providing for our liabil-
ities, which must be pail, nothing will be left for the
purposes of charity. This method of mising the
money is recommended by another consideration.—
The people will submit to it without murmur or
complaint. It is not like imposing a tax for any
sectional improvement, the benefits of which may be
local, and agninst which the feelings and prejudices
of other gections may be aroused. It is for no pur-
pose of doubtful utility. 1t appeals to all the nobler
and better feelings of our nature, and every gener-
ous heart in the State must acknowledge its impor-
tance. The demagogue who prates so much about
the rights of the poor, wi!l be disarmed, and hissed
from the stump, when he attempts to excite against
us the prejudices of the poor, by crying eut, taxes!
taxes! It is mainly for the wants of the poor, that
we now propose to provide 1 wonld not, if I could,
deprive the poor mag of the privilege of siding in the
erection of this institution. The poor man will
scarcely feel the addition of the slight tax proposed.

yet it is his right to contribute it, and & would be a
bardship to deprive him of it. Like the mite that
constituted the offering of the poor widow in
the Scripture, it will be hallowed by the feclings and
motives that actuated the giver.

I am aware it may be said, there is no pressing
necessity for our founding an institution for the lo-
sane iu this State; inasmuach as the number of such
institutions in other States affords every facility
and coavenience for the relief of the afflicted among

In the first place, our State

of a discharge of public duty? Howcan we absolve
ing ourselves of the means afforded by those who

In the second
place, this reliance on the institutions of other States

suffer. And it iy malnly for the poor snd the des-
titute that we are called on to provide ’'Tis true,
they have nothing to give in return but the tribute

benificent government to desire. The duty of gov-

Ific is the duty of the Legisla-
ture to provide for the corporal wants of the poor,
how much greater the obligation to provide for their
mental suffering. For, what are hanger, nakedness
and want compared with the loss of reason 7 W hat
are ajl the tortures of the quivering tiesh, compared
with those ofthe brain, through which are “ whirl-
ing the thousand shapes of fury”?

L
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Y that now pulsates in
veing shall fiow the ssine blood . in the felon's duns

::n, wear the chain fetters of confiuement, i::‘
vent their Saheede! ‘and mistfac cries r

+ g d ispensasion of Providencethis may.
walls? hmdwo s ed to not only by

take place. - Then we are appéal _
uerypoomi'pern ion of vatriotie pride, of representa-
tive duty,snd of an expanded benevoleace and chris-
tain philanthropy—but weare appealed to by what
may be wants and sufferiogs of our own flesh and
blood, to act, snd to det promptly. Let us lay the
foundation of an institution, to which our-posterity
can point with pride,; whenever they mentéon our
pames. Let ms rear » structure beneath whese
dome, heaven born cbarity shall set up her altar,
and benevolenge eregt her shrine—within whose
walls, the uﬁortumo of posterity shall find a re-
fuge and s hothe,, when we shall be no more. We
shall thas erect to our memories & mponument more
imperishable than ong of brass; and weshall inscribe
on grateful hearts, in letters of enduring affection,
the name of her,® from whose efforts are issuing
streams of goodness, that are begiuning to overflow
for the benefit of mankind.

#*#This noble and praise-worthy woman, Miss D.
L. Dix, of New York) has long been devoting her
life and fortuane to the relief of suffering humanity,
espeeially of the indigent insane. She has, by her
unremitting-exertions and personal appeals, succeed-
ed in inducing the Lié¢gislature of many of the States
to make provision for the insane; and is now urg-
ing upon Congress to appropriate five millivns of
ncres of the public lands to this humane purpose.—

May her efforts be crowned with success.
. . et
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STATE LEGISLA'TURE.
; Tusspay, Jan. 9.
SENATE.

Mr. Miller presented a memorial on the subject
of County Courts, which was referred.

Mr. Patterson, from the Joint Select Committee
on Cherokee Lands, reported a bill which lies ever.

The Senate proceeded to the wnfinished business,
and the supplementary bill to divide the County of
Stokes, passed its 3d reading.

The Engrossed bills to improve the Cape Fear
and Deep Rivers above Fayetteviile; to incorporate
the Union Guards ; 'to amend the Rev. Stat. eati-
tled forcibly entry and detainer; to incorporate the
N.C. Blues, in Wake; to amend the acts to lay off
and esiablish the Cagnty of MeDowell, passed their
third reading. 14

On motion of Mr. Smith, the Senate took up and
considered the bill to amend the Rev. Stat. entitled
Guardians and Wards, the question being on the
snbstitute reported by the Judiciary Committee
which was adopted, aud the bill passed its second
reading. {°

The engrossed bill to incorporate Union Manu-
facturing Company, in Fayetteville. Passed its 3d
readin, .

Mr Su. rd moved a re-consideratiou of the Pi-
lot bill. Carried.

After an explanation by Mr. Washiogton, Mr.
Smaw advocated the indefinite postponement of the
bill, and was replied to by Mr. Washington. Af-
ter some further debate, the bill passed its second
reading— A yes 23] Noes 20.

The bills concerning an Academy in Buncombe;
concerning the Coupty of Catawba ; econcerning the
Town of Windsor, passed their third reading

The bills to incorporate the Grand Lodge, I O.

F. of North Carolina ; the en Resolution
in favor of the Clerk of the County Court of New
Hanover ; the Resplution to extend the limits of
Lincolnton, passed their second reading.

The Seaate then proceeded to vote| for Superior
Court Judge. Hoa. William H. Battle was duly
elected by the Joiné vote; having received 123 out
of 156 votes cast—sgcattering 33.

Mr. Rogers offered a Resolution, proposing to
send a Resclutivn tp the House, fixing the day of
adjonrnment on the 20th inst. Adopted.

Mr. Worth intrgduced the following Preamble
and Resolution: |

W hereas, there afe many and important measures
for Internal Improvement in the State, now before
the General Assembly:

And mhereas, inagmuch as the aid of the State will
be reqnired for their successful prosecution, it is
deemed right and proper, before they are entered
upon, to direct the public mind to the subject, and
ascertain the publid will: Therefore, be it

Resolved, that the Governor of this State be, and
he hereby is requegted to convene the General As-
sembly, in special ‘Session, sometime in the Fall
of the present yeary

The order of the day, being the bill concerning
the Wilmington and Raleigh Railroad Company,
was then takea up.’ .

[The main objects of the bill are—1st, to extend
the credit of the State to said Company, to eaable
them to raise $520,000, for the purpose_of laying
down the road with better iron; and 2d, that one-
half of the Stock of the State in this Road, may be
transferred to the Wilmington and Manchester
Road.] ‘ :

The discussion on this bill had proceeded to con-
siderable length, when the Senate took a recess.

EVENING SESS[ON.

“For pleasures, hopes, affection gone,

The wretch may bear, and yet live on;

But there's a blank repose in this,

A calmn stagnation, harrowing paip,

To the keen, burning, that were bliss,
Thaty felt throughout the breast and brain.

In the third place, this dependence cn the insti-
tations of other States, considered as a question of
political economy, is decidedly objectiopable. It
carries the money, and that to no considerable ex-
tent, from our borders; not to come back to us
throngh the regularchannelsof commercinl exchange,
but keeping up in proportion to its expenditure, a
constant drain upon our circulating medium, the cur-
rent of which has no reflux. In the fourth place, a
reliance upon distant institutions prevents that re-
sort te early remedial treatment, which experience
has fully established to be so absolutely necessary to
the restoration of the insane. Distance, expense,
exposure both to the accidents of travel and to the
public eye, deter the friends of the onfortunate from
an early resort to distast asylums, until delay fre-

nently places the suffering beyond the reach of cure.

ow necessary then, to have the means of reliefnear
at hand, to bave an asylum of our own, inviting the
wretched to its hospitable shelter ; a structare bailt
at the paoblic charge, in which every freeman in the
land may feel he has an interest.

Under these considerations, Mr Speaker, can we
dodbt as to our duty? And if we kuow that duty,
shall we fail to perform it7 Shall we hesitate to
impose the slight tax proposed, lést heartless dema-
goges may cry out against taxation, and attempt to
inflame the public mind? Sir, the people will sus-
tain us. Our constituaents have hearts—hearts of
sympathy and of feeling, and to them will we ap-
peal. We shall receive their gratitude, instead of
their censure Think of how many minds now
shrouded in darkmess, we may be the means of res-
toring to the light of knowledge and of christain
hope. Think of the many whose awful ravings of
despair, we may convert into gratefal invocations of
b_:s_ ou our heads. Think of how many anx-.
ions watchful mothers’ and sisters’ cheeks, that
are now suffused with the tears of sorrow, we may
cheer and enliven with the smiles of joy. Think of
bhow many & fond father's heart now sunk indespon-
dq!ey, at the contemplation of the suffering of an
afllicted son or daughter, will leap with at the
successful issue of our labors. Although the thanks
dod the prayers of their grateful hearts may never
reach our ears, yet like holy incense they will as-
cend to Heaven, ealling down the favorsof Almigh-
:.: .nqura-u our efforts.  'Who knows bat in fu-

ure lime, some son or daughter, or more remote
descendant of one of. ourselves, may be overtaken
with misfortunes, may pine in penury and want
may be turned with a rude hand from the door of
pleatly, may be exposed to the peltiogs of the storm,

' acting any business, adjourned to attend the Lecture

| diciary.

may suffer the wing pangs of hunger, may feel
the horrors of i‘::ominy and shime—dill the ,bnh

#Miss D. L. Dix. 5

reels under the shook, and the mind becomes eclips-
ed with maniac darkness. Yes sir, who of us knows.

The Senate met at half-past six, bat without trans-

of Mr. Vattemare, on a system of International Ex-
changes.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

*Presentation of Bills, §&¢c—By Mr. Dobbin, a bill
concerning Widows—referred to Committee on Ju-
y Mr. Mebane, a resolution to instruct
the Judiciary Committe to enquirp into the propri-
ety of repealing anm Act to preventthe imprisonment
of honest debtors—adopted. By Mr. Dobbin, a re-
solution for the relief of S. W. Tillinghast and oth-
ers— referred to colnmittee om Private bills. By Mr.
Martin, a resolation in favor of Young Patterson—
referred Lo committee on Private bills By Mr. Wil-
liamson, a bill to incorporate the Columbus Ggards.
By Mr. Dobbin, a bill to incorperate Concord-Di-
vision No. 1, Sons of Temperance. By Mr. White,
o bill to amend a certain Section of the Revised Sta-
tates, concerning prison bounds—reférred to Judi-
ciary Committee. By My. Brogden, a bill supple-
mental to an act repealing the County of Polk By
Mr. Walser, a resolution fixing the time of adjourn-
ment sine die, on the 22d January-—laid on the table.
By Mr. Nicholls, a resolution to receiva no bills of
s private charactes, from and after Saturday next—
adopted. :

Mr. Caldwell, of Burke, moved that the Judicia-
ry Committee be allowed to hold its meetings during
the sittings of the House. Agredd to.

A message was received from the Governor, trans-
mitting resignations of Justices of the Peace. Sent
to the Senate, |

Mr. Mebane, from the Committee on Financepre-
ported favorably to the bill to amend an act passed
in 1840, entitled an act to provide for & more ncca-
rate reassessment of lands, §&c. Passed 2d reading.

Mr. Courte, from the Committee on Propositions
and Grievances. reported unfavorably to the me-
morial 10 emancipate a slave. Also, unfavorably
to tha bill to emancipate Lewis Williams, s slave
of Elizabeth Johnson, of Craven—indefinitely
postponed. |

Mr. Smith, from the Commiitee on Private
bills, reported favorably to the bill to prevent the
sale of spiri'u} liquore within & rertaw distance
of Floral College, which passed ite 24 reading.

Mr. Dobl::in meved that when the House take
a recess, that it be until 4 o’clock;

3 Carvied. t ’ instead of

Mr. Mclntosh, from the select Committee to
whom was refdrred the bill to lay off and establish
a new County by the name oﬂéiliim; reported
the same back to the House, with amendment,
and recommended. its passage. ' 5

The hour haviog arrived for the election’
S:lperior Court Judge, the House proeeedel!
vole, ! i -

ARer the voling was over, Mr. Mosely Fe-

bat that hereafter, sofne/shild of misery,in whose '

e p— —————————

b2fore the Hotse, the vote he had just given,
would seem Jike he was disposed to make the
elect:on of Judge a political matter ;and therefore
he asked leave to change his vote in favor of the
Hon. Wm. H. Battle. ok
.. A Me#sage was received from theSenate trans-
‘mitting the emgrossed bill to lecate the Judges
of the Superior Court—passed its 1st reading.

The order of the day, the bill providing fur a-
meandments to the Coustitution, was nexi taken
up.
er. Hicke offered an amendment, that in the
arrangement of the Senatorial Districts, the white

lation should only be considered.

Mr. Keene moved the indefinite postponement
of the bill, and addressed the House in upposition
to it, denouncing it as a question fraught with
the direst evils.

Mr. Hicke spoke briefly in favor of his amend.
ment.

Mr. Barringer inquired of Mr.- Keene if he
voted for the Hosn. D. 8. Reid, in the August
elections. |

Mr. Keene replied that he did, but because his
opinions and those of the Hon. D. 8. Reid accord-
ed on other political questions.

The question was then tsken on the motion for
indefinite postponement, and decided in the ne-
gative by a large majority.

Mr. Raynef then took the floor, and was speak-
ing when the Speaker announced recess.

Mr. Scott, from the Committee to superintend
the election of Judge, reported that, Battie had |
received 123 votes, Dobbin 16, Strange 2, Biggs
4, Hall 1, Rodman 1, C. Edney 1, Graves 4,
Whitaker 1, Craige 1.

Hon. W. H. Battle was therefore declared duly
elected.

The House then took recees.

EVENING SESSION.

According to previous decision, the House pro-
ceeded to the consideration of dills on their 2d read-
ing, when the bill to attach a portion of-Yaney to
Buncombe County, passed its last reading.

Mr. Caldwell, of Burke, introduced a resolation
in relation to the contested election from Surry, gi-
ving the sitting member until the 22d, to take depo-
sitions.

Mr. Person, of Moore, offered an amendment to
the resolution, by striking out 22d, and insert 18th.

On this there was a short discussion between the
mover, and Messrs. Caldwell, of Burke, Stanly, O-
glesby and Keene—the amendment was rejected.

Mr. Person offeréd another amendment, which
was also rejected, and the resolution prevailed.

Mr. Coleman moved that the House adjourn, and
demanded the Ayes and Noes. The House refused
by a vote of 61 to 43. )

The bill to incoporate the Martin and Bertie
Turnpike Company, was read 3d time and passed.

On motion of Mr. Hicks, the Flouse adjourned.

WepnEspay, Jan. 10.
SENATE.

Mr. Drake, from the Committee on Finance, re-
parted a biil to amend the Rev. Stat. relating to
Roads.

Mr. Woodfin, from the Judiciary Committee, re-
ported the bill to incorporate the town of Goldsbo-
ro’; also, a bill supplementary to the act establish-
ing a State Hospital for the Insane; also, a bil! to
amend the 65th chapter of Revised Statutes; also,
the bill making more suitable provision,for femmes
covert, with an amendment. These reports lie over.

Mr. Albright introduced a resolution respecting
Weights and Measures in Chatbam County.

Mr. Spicer, in relation to the late Sheriff of Ons-
low.

Mr. Halsey, a resolution providing for a recess
from half past ene till three o’cloek. Adopted.

Mr. Gilmer, a bill in relation to honest debtors.
Referred.

Mr. Hawking, a bill to extend the corporate limits
of the town of Warrenton, with a protest. Refer-
red.

Mr. Washington, a bill to amend the Revised
Statutes relating to bills, bonds, promissory notes,
&c. Referred.

Mr. Smaw, to incorporate Bear Creek Canal Com-
pany. Passed its 1st reading. .

On motion of Mr. Woodfin, Mr. Lillington was
added to the Judiciary Committee.

The Senate proceeded to the unfinished business,
being the Wilmington snd Raleigh Railroad bill,

lay off'a toad from Wilkes to Ashe.

Mr. Courts, from the Committee on Proposi-
tions and Grien_u_gu, to which was referred the
petition of Nizon, praying the emancipatioy
of his glave Sam, recommended that the prayer
of the petitioner be mnt-granted. Concurred in.

Mr. Suiwth, fromthe Commitiee on Private bils,
reported favorably to the bill to incorporate a
Maszonie Lodge in the County of Stokes. DPasseq
2d reading. Also, favorably 6 thé bill to repea|
in part an act of Revised Statutes, Chapter 16.
Passed its 2d reading. Also, unfawerably to
resolution allowing Joshua Pauerson to erect two
gates across a Public road in Surry County and
to be exempted from taxasion on same. - The
resolution did not pass. Also, faverably to the

Passed itg

Constables in Wilkes County. . Laid on table,

_Mr. Caldwell, from the Committee on the Ju-
 diciary, reported favorably to the bill 10 abolish
jury cases in the County Courts f Burke Coun-
ty. Passed its 2d reading

Mr. Dobbin, from the Committee on the Judi-
ciary, reported favorably tu the bill concerning
Widows. Passed its 2d reading.

Mr. Satterthwaite, from the Committee on the
Judiciary, reported a substitote for the bill grant-
ing to the Superior Courts of Lincoln and Gaston
exclusive jurisdiction in all cases where the in-
tervention of a jury may be necessary. The bill
as amended passed its 2d reading.

Mr. Rayner, from the Select Committee to whom
was referred the Governor's communication in rels.
tion to the system of Alex. Vattemare, submitted s
long and able report, approving of his plan of ex.
changes—resolutions to furnish him with copies of
certain works—and a bill to keep up this system.

On motion of Mr. Dobbin, the resolutions and
bill were laid on the table, and ordered to be print-

ed.

Mr. Keené moved to take up and consider the bill
to incorporate the Charlotteand Danville Rail Road,
Before this question was taken, the Speaker announ-
ced the aarival of the hour for taking up the erder
of the day, the bill providing for the amendment of
the Constitution, r.
fioor, but gave way for Mr. Satterthwaite, who mo-
ved that the Flonse resolve itself into committee of
the whole. Carried. .

Mr. Rayner then moved to strike out all of the
original bill, after the preamble, and insert the sub.
stitate offered by him ; and on this question, ad-
dressed the House briefly.

Mr. Caldwell, of Burke, offered the following
amendments:

1st. Amend the Preamble by inserting after the
word “State,” in the 7th line, the following, to wit:
and gives to the minoriy of the people, a majority of
the Representatives.

2d. Insert in the 14th line of Section 13th, after
the word * Assembly,” the following, to wit: and
shall so provide that the members of the Semate and
Hoéuse of Commons shall hereafter be appointed
among the several Counties of this State, according
to the white population.

On these amendments, Mr. Caldwell addressed
the House. After which, there wasn discussion, on
the bill, between Messrs Stevenson and Rayner.

Mr. Leach, of Davidson, arose to speak, when Mr.
Stanly begged him to give way, and meoved that the
Committee rise, report progress and beg leave to sit
again. Carried.

Mr. Mebane then that the Committee
had had under consideration the bill providing for
amendment of the constitution, but, had eome to no
definite conelusion, and begged leave to sit again.—
Concurred in. - _ . ’

A megsage was received from the Senate, propos-
ing to adjourn sine die on 20th. Laid on the table.
The House then took recess.

The whole evening Session was occupied in ihe
appointment of Justices of the Peace.

TuruRRDAY, Jan. 11.
SENATE.

Mr. Patterson, from the Committes on Internal
Improvement, to whom was referred a bill te improve
the navigation of Catawba river, reported a substi-
Late, and recommended its 1

Mr. Watson, from the Comamittee on Finance, to
whom the subject was referred, reported a bill to
raise the tax on retailers of Spirituous Liquors to

=

the pending question being on Mr. Worth’s motion
to postpone the bill indefinitely.

Mr. Joyner took the floor in opposition to this
motion, and went into the merits of the bill, sustain-
ing and enforcing reasons for its passage. He was
replied to by Mr. Worth, who stated that he oppos-
ed the bill, not because he did not believe it right
and necessary, but because he wished to act upon
broader grounds. His views were that we should
establish great works of Internal Improvements; and
when we lend aid to one work, we should lend to all.
He was in favor of the prineiple of this bill, but op-
posed to partial legislation ; because by it, when all
other works were refused aid, this one only would
be completed. He could not vote for any farther
expenditures, antil we could establish somwreat.
plau, and vole appropriations to all. Mr. Worth
alluded to the steady opposition of all the members
from Wake County, to every apptropriation of mon-
ey for apy improvements, and argued that if this
Session passed without any relief to the Raleigh and
Gaston Railroad, that public opinion would either
force them to support that Road or resign. '

Mr. Thompeon, of Wake, rose in reply, and dis-
claimed having ever been opposed to a judicious sys-
tem of Interpal Improvements; he was no longer
disposed to associate the subject of improvements
with party politics; he was willing, if there could
be any plan suggested to save the State, and improve
her condition, to embrace any judicious system cal-
culated to effect these ends.

Mr. Ashe then took the floor in support of the
bill, and was followed by Messrs. Worth, and Thom-
as, of Davidson ; after which Mr. Worth withdrew
his motion for indefinite postponement.

Mr. Joyner offered an amendment to the bill, in
the 12th Section, to strike out * Wilmington and
Raleigh Railroad Company,” snd insert “State of
Norte Carolina,” so as to provide that the benefit of
the subscription in the Manchester Railroad shall
accrue to the State, which was adopted.

Mr. Worth moved to strike out all after the 10th
Section, except the last, so as to give no authority
for raising additional money to lay the road with
heavy iron.

Mr. Gilmer then made a forcible and sloquent
Speech in favor of the bill

W hen be had concluded, the Senate resolved it-
self into a Committee of the Whole, Mr. Halsey in
the Chair, and

hf':r. Grsfuis (the Spleaker,) addressed the Senate
in favor, of Internal Improvements erslly, and
also of this bill. Gl

On motion of Mr» Joyner, the Committes then
rose and reported the bill to the Seanate.

Mr. Worth withdrew his motion to amend. :

Mr. Smith moved an amendment, the effect of
which would be, that no part of the State’s Stook im
this Road shall be sold, and that the mort au.
thorised to be made by this bill, and which has
ority avér the State’s shall not be foreclosed, -
The VAl i farther dute essrs. Sl

was er debated by M
J ogu-, and Lillington. 7 '«i
- hen the latter concluded, the Senate too ‘}.{,

| 3 | - —— -

EVENING SESSION. =

Mr. Ashe introduced s bill ustices of

thll'.::bi;gw Hanover. Pasged it 1st r&dlﬂot-
rd 3 Ak 1 ;

ed thelr second and third Repade

rest of the sitting was spent cting u
resignations oleltieuofﬂnPuoe.inﬂ W S

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Mr.! Person introduced a bill to incorporate
Crane Creek barial ground. - Passed its 1t read-

r'Blow. a bill to lay off a road in Yaney
Coutt,..' Referred to Committee on Internal

Improvements, . 5]
t. Rayner, from the Commifte¢ on [nterpal

$810.

Mr. Conner, f C%ﬂp W-
ted the rem.'l?:&m*%r of the Adjutant Genersl,
with an amendment. These reports lie ever.

Mr. Gilmer introduced a bill to repeal certain acts
heretofore passed, iz rejation to Insolvent debtors,
&c; also, to amend an act to regulate Ordinaries,
&ec. '
Mr. Watson, a bill to imcorporate Johnston Acad-
emy in Johastoa. _ -
Mr. Spicer, a bill to repeal se much of the 3d Sect.
of an act of 1846-.7, as relutes to the County Courls
of Ouslow. .
Mr. Woodfin, a bill concerning the Supreme Court
holding its Sessions at Morganton.
Mr. Smith, a bill to provide for the removal of
civil process from the County to the Superier Courts.
Mr. Patterson, a resolution in relation te the dis-
tribution of the laws and Military tacties.
Mr. Woodfin, a resolulion in favor-of Jeseph Liv-
ingston.
These bilis and resolutions passed their first. read-
mg. "
ng Thomas, of Davidson, introduced a memorial
of suudry citizens of Lexington, and its vieinity, pray-
ing that the advantages of Lexington be eomnsidered
favorably as a suitable place to locate the. Lunatic
Asylum, Laid upon the table, i
he Senate resumed the consideration of Lhe un-
finished busincss, being the Wilmington and Raleigh
Railroad bill, the question being on the motion of Mr,
Smith to amend by strikiug eat part of the 12th
Section——the effect of which would be to cut off the
!rl:‘a‘fer of Stock, &e. :
« Woodfin took the floor against the amendmet
and in faver of the bill. ..~ g llll!

My Exgm defined his‘position. H '
gone against o:p:ndituﬁ‘. 5y the S t tls ‘{:
gainst binding the Statess seourity for dim-

provements. His votes were recorded, and when the
question was taken it wonid be seen how ha would
vole.  But this is no new project—the wark had
been begun—unwise as it was—the iuv it of
the State was now westh nothing—and he ved
it was right that we should pass this bill in efder (o
enable the State to realise a revemue. He should
vote for the measure—but if any new prejédt-came
up, he might prebably sct diﬁ'omuz. Gt ~oied
Mr. Worth was very glad (o pe that ws wers
daily making converls to the cause; Hehad strong
hopes for the complets salvation of the gent
from Wayne. His (Mr, Worthe) sbjsct was, net to
refuse this measare, but te hold it  in'snapense, antil
we can get the great work of Intersal Improvement
now m‘.“' ;s 'f‘*r‘w*‘s M-~ W.-then
ot report of-the Wimington Com-
pany, -wwu ' whed they former-
lya for the aid'of the

l.tnu-cml argued
to | how Mr. Exum wovid be inconsistent, if -he

voted for Gentlemen _who vote for n
the “rm i,;::'ctly m,a 3 m,o&
fg_. that + 'But rhey are ng o go for the

{ project, which is to benefit the whole
w willing to take them all up and pase
lhl-.lntnﬂ“’fi“ is the preference. S
“Mr. Exum replied to Mr. Worth, and was followed
by Mr. Miller. ‘The views expressed by this Tatter
ndnu::ln were ;l' l:l‘ .nldi‘lll“:d“l:r a:;l pﬂﬁuhm ie char-

ter. e eart and ha e m t
:F l‘!.u Sulo.‘?: all measures caleulated to' 'ﬁlvnn::-
herthmor.h lndj;tem , -

" Mr, Ashe foflowed, jo an examinatiof of the trans-
actions, situation and prospects of this Rafiroad Co?u-
pany, aogd in faverof the bill. -~ &

The question was then taken on Mr. Smith’s
amendment, which, by Yeas 20, Nays, 27, was
rejected. -

Mr. Thompeon, of Bertie, offered an lm:f.-
meot, requiring.-indemailying boods irom Lhe
Stockholders of said Com; O _ 3 | ; .
Thie amendmeént was considered as fatal to the
bill:' The question was decided in the nagative

11'be foreclosed without the cofisent

marked that as there was no Demoeratic Noniinee |

Improvements, reported favorably to the bill (o

Mr. Smith_moved a proviso, .that noneof the
morigages shall be. ,
of the Legislature, hereafter to be given.

r

bill to amend an act to alter the mode of electing .
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