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|inating a pure faith. It was on the prin-
DELIVERED BEFORE

THE ciple of association—by the organization

v . STATE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY, of <ncial communities, recognizing cor-
0y HON. KENNETH RAYNER, relative duties, benefits and burdens a-
OF HERTFORD, mone their several members, that the

At e 8 cosd Anmml Fair of the Society, Thursday, | Christian

Church was planted. The
 cloister of the monk and the cell of the
the North anchorite, is as much a perversion of
< Hciety : % man’s religions, as the cave of the he mi
| owadratylole Fuana "r-.'.'strr‘sle".“s'-f’-‘.é-" hispociglnainreastas .
'I;i;-.,; anderwhich we are assembled, and | iis prineiple of association is ihe g
o the <tirrine and gladdening scene this (BIClnt’_‘nt, not Oﬂly O_f man’s .secnrlty and
duv exhibited. It iz a scene well calcula- | happiness; but of his strength and power
1 1 awaken emotions of joyous pride in the diffusion of knowledge, ?.nd in sub-’
 thepresent, and cheering hopes for duing and controlling the physical world.
ko tature. in the bosom of every patriot- | It is the striking featurein the rapid and
i« won of the good OLD \ opTi STATE. unprecedented progress of the civilization

October 19th, 1554,

My President and Glentlemen «
~ Carvling State Agricultugs

!
i
i

The promise held out by our last Fair. on of thiz age. The fable of the dying man,
this e spot—our then first e=s=ay in an who presented to his song a bundle of rods,
witried fietd—has been more than fulfill- which when kept bound together, their

|
The <ecids of industry, enterprise, united streneth could not break, but which
then <own, happened to when separated, each one could easily snap
aitfnl soil s aml by a diligent | to pieces, contains the true philosophy of
Tiivation. have already ripened into a a==ocinted effort. It is associated wealth
pich and abundant harvest. and enterprise, fostered and encouraged
What speetacle is better calenlated to hy government, that have elevated Eng-
211 the nobler and land to her proud and lofty position. It
senerons impulses of our nature, i< thi= which has subdued an empire of
like thi=?  Whilst in onr more than a hundred million of souls in
the elements of political Indiin. to her econtrol—which has eovered

~ialke 1rl‘i'i.".

[l 0n

l_'l into active play

thitne & seepe
oocontery,

IWE- '.|'_':l

e i s titions thronghout the the ocean with her commence—enabled

wilers of other Stutes—whilst on two her manufacturers to furnish the world=—
Continents of the oll worlds opposing due her eanals—covered her surface with
posts are eantt onting eich nther l‘f’llil,\ for « net-work of 1‘;lill'tmll.-=—:mll sent her
e work ol slighter —lere. we meet mi<<ionaries into heathen lands npon the
Peaceess L (Licnd= el Fow-conntry- crram! ol peace and olad-tidings.  Asso-
men, P the prrepose of nEking our com- ciation has heen equally potent in the ad-
oy offerings aronnd  the altar of Con- - vaneement of science. Her Roval socie-
coed and o veleheating the aerievenon’s ties. for the promotion of seience, by com-
of the pursuits of pesiee. A il survey ir_ill151|-_r and concentrating the contribu-
[1i= {ix and  moviies pagorama, 18 tons of her wise men and 1_:hiln.~‘n;|lwr.~'.

T e tared 10 -i!]ln'i‘-lll'i‘l-"" T"'Hl"‘linlpd hetve done more t]lll‘illf;' ﬂl(‘ ])I‘l_‘ﬁf‘['l( Cen-
tury. than the scattered and isolated ef-
with fort< ol individuals for ten centuries pre-

(Con- cedine s in unfolding the arcana of na‘u.e,

of a moral as well as practigal character
St un assocliions coteeted

a1 : fiture destiny.

Ho=tory amld

i thie hi<tory of uations, and the eaposine error and establishing data, a- 2

. f penples are but asdays in the =stawd-point, from which genius and labor
foesnd individuals, Carry your minds  promise to achieve discovery, invention
wo <hort eonturie- hak and contrast and knowledee still more stavtling. before
R ination, the scene ien lart'_-\‘lHl'tl the coutury <hall l‘X[lil'l‘. Her “.":nl‘il‘l.\'
e this <pot, with that Lich now erects for the diffusion of nseful knowledge,” has
aore vicion.  The solitude of mature was doue more, inf the last gquarter of a centu-

vy wiedisturbed hy any sovited=. but the

Lt of the hreeeze amid the houghs of
primeval forests: whil=t now. the jovous
s il gatulations of thousands
of Troemen. nitest the presenee of Chris-
ervilization. Then, the wild and

G ]ess hei=ts ol the wililerness <pnehit
thelr laivs o erepl -'._<'.:'_i];”_=.' T thetr
where dare now anding  in their
'1.".!'-1'1-‘--"1 "'l""ii.l = ol those ll.u‘nll_-

o i = v frov=e -!-"l'Flllsl'" anin-

[oy fptbrean wani=, @y ' n\.::lﬂ'ilnr'i]il‘\'

; Soate ol human Rindnesse—
/i ¢ aurfaee of the earth presented
T pponbe. the '|-’:'l':;'.::r|_|- ||4-ln|--

i vhore  aowe, varied i!u]!|l'-

I andey aitest the efforts of
14 nity :':u‘ '.--.:-’Tt':'.Iila-_f lii't'lni}
O thyooerihe Thive where from
e e 1.w._-.-.-1p-} thae llnl_\' LR i
e olenwent of anthority, known to

tipd pyernment ol the vl man—anow
P 10 within our vision an oili-
e, ereeted by freemen lov the sovern-
moent of the Clyies Noe =tand i <ielit,
pegnples cocal owith pradse e the great
Dispenser ol these vrifold hlessings—
.lill't"' fhar. i vl the ~lenee of ""““1\]1".
WL l"'21;|1-.ll';.--'! "l' the "i-".nl'lllr- :11.1::;|_'

-‘-'iv'!:lin:i'J !:-l‘ !EEi'vl""l_‘- '.ln'.'ll pow .
What has effoeted thi= miwhiy, thi= won-
Jderfnl elnee -
feen twentivths Ol viesl asstcinblawse
roadily answers the qu w<tion, This ereat
\ been wroteht hy agricultural
aned the mechanie arts—tho=c
civilization: which it is
qesociation to honor. en-

The avoeation ol i

M -
L=

,_-"I'..".Tl'..'" THE
el 'k'llil'i i
coneomitants of
the ul:in'rl of our
.'--ur;l‘;n" :11||l lrJ‘ll!lHHl‘.

N othinge thas been more clearly demon-
seated by the lilstory of the human race.,
than that man's natural state is the soeial
atates - Thiz law of hi< bheinz adheres to
in call the varied relations of hiz ex-
[t ix the source of his strength

And it is remarkable that
the hichest in the seale of fin-
andowed with the highest in-
made in God's own likeness,

llrllli
istened.
dud power.
tlrat animal
ite beine.

tethicence,

seeond only '
most dependent on his kind, for exertion,
for strenxth and happiness.
law of his being, no mattér $that may be
the phase of civilization under which he

lives. Man has never yet been found,

in g0 degraded a condition, as to bhe able
to dispeunse with it. The roving Indian,

the Foe-Jee cannibal. the Papuan of New-
Guinea, the Bushman ol South Africa, are
A= sibicet to thiz decrec ol nature as the
niost elevated type of the Caneasian race.
This tendeney of man 1o the social stinte.
is the orizin of government ttzell,  The
protection of 1he weak azain=t the strong,
anid the security o the ineenious and” in-
dustrious, of therewards ol their lubor.
qegin=t violence and oppressian. first led
man to seck ;
theory of the <ocial contract

what man

heinge, that
ol ‘l_'l'.ll'-i

hw the Li,-v”\..}[;l.]_"li_'- of *.n'\'.i'i'.
:'.‘- well as ""l'ill';.l‘». ll-l‘-‘ih"l'
ot of the spelal

1=

l.i-.“. 3 Y LA
l"l'.'.]‘il'll‘--ll: !i:ll'
-\rlu'i;:I (1l

velovients of
05 parent

[lu' rieal =ourees n'l'

Jowed As=0elnllungs
have theirorizin in the principle
sociation and mutual livln_'nl_lvlu'e.
discharge
1o his
}_-4:t'(;l.i11 to his sociul
dividual eharacter.

ol the Christian Church, ax

ol

Cinstitutions were
'tion that has subdued a forest continent—

(o the anzels—should be the | : 0
 England with workshops—disemboweled
This is the |

' the lightning to spea :
' echoes of which reverberate in a moment

us well as his in- | it enlarges
The carly founders | development of the means of human en-
ailed themsel- | joyment and the elevation of human char-

ov. to diffuse intellicenee amonge the mas-
<oz and to elevate them in the social
<eale. than all the patronage of men of let-
ters, by the wealthy and the great. since
“the vevival of learning.” It is this ele-
St ol assoclation, walcn bas placea
Franee at the head of christendom. in the
ah<tract sciences. Her “Academy of
has continued to exist aud
flowri<h. through all the mutations of her
sovernment, fostered. honored. and en-
conraecd by the * powers that be!” It
operates as a great laboratory, through
which the lucubrations of her greatest
minds are submitted to the closest analy-
<< that the usetul and the true may be
climinated for the beuefit of mankind.
The celeetive character of the moral phil-
of the aee is founded on this prin-
ciple of q<<ociation —that moral truth is
not.to he found in any izolated svstem of
any individual mind ;3 but by a combina-
tion of whatever, from all sy=tems, expe-
riciiee has proven to be true in the past.
awaiting the progress of events for the
elucidation of other truths, as time rolls
01l .

¢ i the application of science to the use-
fularts and the pursuits of life, associa-
tion has achieved far more wonderful re-
auli= in our own country, than in either
Eueland or Franges—the two most power-
il and highly civilized States of European
Chrictendom. @+ The embarcation on the
May-lower, and the planting our infant
colonies, had their origin in voluntary as-
ociation.  Combination of individuoal re-
sources for the common good, effected
what  separate and detached exertions,
without coneentration, was too feeble to
accomplish. 1t was by a=soeciation and
coneert. that the t':ll'l_\' settlers were pro-
toeted against the tomahawk of the sav-
acve. hy which our great battle of freedom
was fought and won, by which our free
founded. It is associd-

. . e
SUelenees,

Il‘-"l}:lil‘\'

tunneled our rugged mountains—spanncd
onr rushing rivers—bound us together by
13,000 miles of railroad—covered New

the carth of her mineral treasures—white-
ened the waters of every sea with our

| commerce—covered onr{coasts and inland

aces—and taught
the

ctreams with floating _pa
in a language,

from one extremity of the continent to the
other. It his been no less eflicient in
ministering to our moral than our physical
wants, 1t has filled our lib raries with the
lore of awes—tounded our colleges and
institutions  of learning—-pointed  the
spires of our churches ln_'a\'enwara!—~;unl
«ent the gospel to the heathen of every
Laul.  The secret of this mighty power ol
a<<ociation is, that it teaches man the dig-

for -'.Ll'-’I_\' 1 a==ociatton—ithe ity and ulC\"dtiUll ofhis natul'c—that hi=

hich mission is not to labor for himself

to voluntarily, was alone—that he owes something to his fel-
afterwards enforeed throush constraint,

Happiness,

lows. in his day and generation. It ap-
prals to the pride, the patriotism, the be-

l!':l‘l“l‘_’,’ 1'."\:.1.['1“-{" ”ll' "'-U'l'l. to t‘(_\lllribU1L‘ a I'IOI'Ii”ll
I'hie pravate of“time, his talents, and his means, to the
al=0 ;,l.l:-n'rl“l.lil to the de- advaneement and

fellow-

prosperity of his

The relations wen. It gives combined power to individ-
anid child, husband and wile,

ual effort, it unites the experience and

],".:Ih“-' 1|\:n]m1':ll llil]l' :(1.-;\\'1"!1;‘,‘0 of ill(li\'idua];. for the common
|:i11"1~~, aronmt which eluster =0 many hal-

rood of the whole, it creates an identity

aud tender sentiments. of interest and harmony of action. It
of as- offers a stimulus for renewed enterprise

The and industry: by the attrition of mind
the duties which man owes
Cood. in all highly eivilized states

brichtens'the intelleet; and by an inter-
chanee of ideas and individual experience,
the field of operation, for the

vie of the social tendency of man, in or- acter.
pauiziug a pure worship, and in«dissen- |

But much as associated g¢ffort has ac-

|- 1 .
ers to be eulled by the way side along

|

L consists in exciting and stimulating, the

‘and expedient in individual enterprise

_z:ml power, the welfare and happiness of
| human kind.

Lof eivilization. from  the impulzes

“hieved in our country, its task is just be-

‘pun. Ours bheing a government. which
lowing to its peculiar structure,

say,

of influence, energy and wealth, in the ad-
vancement of any great movement, which

| country. or to enhance the prosperity and
happiness of hix fellow men.  Ours also

| being a government, which recognizes |

| perfect equality, both social and polical,
| among all claszes—in which all are entit-
led to equal benefits under it and  sub-
jeet to equal burdens in supporting it—
there is no country. where associated en-

| terprise, promizes =0 much harmony and |

concert to all: where there is such a
close identity of interests, where the eall
upon every onc is =o loud, to aid in re-
moving those obstacles to progress and
Limprovement, which obstruct the pros-
perity of all alike ; and to diffuse bless-
ings which must equally enure in com-
mon to all.

Among the great improvements on
 which  the associated intellect and enter-
Cprize of the eivilized world is now engag-

ed : acriculture and its hand-maid, the
' mechanie arts, so far as their ohjeets and
| results are concerned, may be said to
stand at the head. To advance and honor
| these great elements of national great-
ness. and human happiness,”is the object
| of onr association. For this we are as-
| sembled—and in  the remarks I have
| maule in reference to the nature and ob-
jeets of associated effort, my purpose has
i been to show, that it is no mere holiday
| sport—no mere idle amusement. in which
| W are now enwaved.  Tis true, the oc-
Leasion i well ealenlated  to elicit the
| mo=t exuberant feelings=, the most pll‘;lr‘-
| ant hilarity, the most enticing amusement.
But these are not the wmain primary ob- |
jeets of our association. ']-‘Iu'_\' are flow- |

our journey—but one ultimate aim is the
advancement ol our country’s prosperity |

. There is a deep Hrhilosux{h\;
M our aimeg. e are compeutors mihe
oreat race in which the intetlect and in-|

Ldustry of the world are engaged @ in en-

deavorine to eliminate a still higher type
and
tendencies of the age, for those who are |
to come after us.

The=e annual Fairs and festivals, ini
Lhonor of and for the purpose ol promot-
ine acricultnre aud wechanical induostry,
thoueh of but late ovigin, arve destined to |
stamp the impress of their influence upon, l
and to mark an epoch in the history of.
the moral. social. awd political character
of the age, more especially in this conn-
try.  Their peculiar recommendation is,
that they combine the useful with the
acrecable.  They impart instruction to
the mind, whilst at the same time they
minister to our pleasure. curiosity, and
hilarity through anjinmocent eratification
of the senses.—But their chiet excellence

nobler sentiments of our nature. They
produce combination of mental effort up-
on a given subject: and by an inter-
chanze of opinion and experience, they
make available for the common good. the
combined result of whatever may be useful

and ingenuity, in every portion of the land.
They serve to impart most valuable in-
formation, in reference to the resources,
productions, and industrial pursuits of
different seetions and localities—inform-
ation =0 very indispen=able to the politi-
enl ecopomist. the legislator, and histor- |
ian—in the abzence of statistical Bureaus,
in which our conutry i= lamentably de-|
ficient. 1t is havdly neeessary to say, that |
they unburden the bosow of care, refresh |
the t_-:wr;:it-.l of our nature, and give us a
velish for the manly, yet innoeent amuse-

| - -
wments, which experience has proven to be |

necessary for the full development of
man’s noblest faculties. ” They exemplify |
the philosophy of .Esop, in his fable of|
the unbent how —that, by occasional re- |
laxation from the laborous duties of life, |
we are the better enabled to Llischarge'[

|

[ those duties. when the hour of labor comes.
|

Lances of the thousands who surround me |

' implements of labor saving machinery,

t will?

The jovous Berectings and radiant counte- |
__honored as we are, with the presence |
of the fair wives and daughters of the
land, whose presence ever bespeaks a
tribute to the refining and ennobling feel- |
ings of the heart—proclaim in language '.
far more eloquent than any I can use, |
that the present is not only a “feast of|
reason,” but also a “flow of soul.” What|
i better caleulated to minister to a laud-
able curiosity, than an inspection of these
oy |
' which man has harnessed the very forces
of nature, and made them obedient to his |

cite emotions of high intellectual enjoy-

beholder the farmer’s home with calm

_coutentment and comfort and ple:’.sure,['p(m'em:

' than the sight of those noble and highly

ires
still lower, prmluced by

lahoratory of nature.

Bat it is upon the moral and social re-.

lations of our people, that these Fairs,
| devoted to Agriculture and Mechanical

and industrial enterprise a matter of que-
stionable—or perhaps, I ought rather to
of questioned—policy ; the greater is
b =11 '

promises to elevate the character of his |

1

What is better caleulated to ex- |

improved animals in our stalls—whose |
| peauty of form and docility of disposition |
| are almost enough to make us converts to !
 the doctrine of the author of * The vest-|

of ereation,” that every type of ani- ;.
mal existence 13 the development of one |
some fortuitous |

combination of elements in the great |

| .

_| most important influence.

pursuits and
.| feelings. They not only seryeé eonvince
'us. that individual man is dant on
| his kind for happiness—buk
and localities, though di

res ibilit sting on the citizen, | SULS. S : £o S5
ence and pride, to contribute his quota fied in interest. A common bond of union

is thns secured—a bond of union, jtrong-
er than one of statutes or parchments, be-
cause it is founded in kindness, good
will, and affection ; strengthened by as-
| sociations of common pleasure and enjoy-
ment, and annually renewed amid the
oreetings and congratulations of joy and
oladness.  What is better calculated to
counteract selfishness, that great bane of
' the human heart, and to excite feelings of
| a cenerous benevolence, than this annual
pilgrimage to our great festival: when
every one comes prepared to contribute
his offering of the fruits of his industry
and experience, and to carry hack in re-
turn the accumulated treasures of inform-
ation and experience, contributed by all®
What better caleulated to do away with
individual conceit and stubborn persever

ance in error in all industrial pursuit:
and to elieit respect and consideration for
whatever is useful and good in others:
than the evidence here afforded. of how

puny is each one's strength and wisdom.
in comparison of those of the great whole:
and of the opportunity here tendered of
appropriating to his own use, the impro-
voments and diseoveries of the world a

vound him? What is better designed to
stimulate a laudable ambition to excel in
industrial pursuits, than an exhibition of
what others under no more favorable
cireumstances have achieved, by industry,
care. labor, economy ?—What is better
desicned to foster a noble and praise-wor-
thy pride in the avocations of the farm or
| the workshop, than the tribute of praise
| and admiration, for the products of their
labor, by friends and fellow countrymen
and the premiums awarded for the same?
These premiums and diplomasare trophies
of vietory, won in the pursuits of peace.
which are not to be estimated by dollars
and cents, for money cannot buy them :
but title papers of usefulness aud worth,
in their day and generationg which their

1mn
e we aasia craveVpang gas T e Y v A EAX

- .

heir-looms to their children.

One of the happiest results, to be pro-
dueed by these associations is the social
roevolution to be effected by the high posi-
tion to which Zabor is to he clevated: hy
investing it in the public mind, with thai

digmity to which it is justly entitled: So
ctubliorn 1= the Ilt'l'jnl‘.“l't ot habit, so

Lard is it to effice the associations of past
Listory. that for eenturies. manual labon
lias been identified with degradation and
vulgarity.  In the military governments
that were l.‘*-t:ll-li.-]u-l_l. from the VOry 1ie-
cossitios of the times, or the ruins of the
Roman Empire, and out of whieh origin-

ated the Feudal system, war was the
great occupation ot christendom.  Out ol

the Church, mind was directed to its sue-
cessful pursuit, either for conquest or de
fonce. It was the only passport to honor
and power, the only road to respecta-
bility. For several centuries, what are
now known as * the learned professions,’
oecupied an_hwmble position in the =o.
cial seale. Law, medicine and divinity
were the targets at which literary huamo
and baronial meriment vented their jibes
and sarcasms. The leech, the attorncy
and the priest, were
ceit, cunning, penurigiisness, m_ld the
gratification of sensual wppetites in well
Stored larders and well filled cellars.—
Merchandise was regarded as the alling
of the ignoble and avaricious. And. al-

though, in process of time, these pursuits’ ‘

rose in dignity and importance; when vio-
lence vielded to law; when owing to a
prngré-ﬁsivu civilization, the saving of life
was regarded asmore useful than destroy-
ing it when the dissemination of a purer
faith extorted the tribute of respect for
‘te teachers; when the acquisition of
wealth placed the means of luxury and
enjoyment within the reach of its posses-
sors—still, mere manual labor, honest, un-
pretending labor, agricultural and me-
thanical labor, has continued te-languish
in obscurity—the bye-word of the fash-
ionable and the idle—the scorn of the
purse-proud and pretentious. Butin this
respect, a new ®@ra is beginning to dawn
upon the world. The ﬁmt quarter of a
century has done more to revolutionize
public sentiment on this subjeet, than the
cighteen centuries preceding, since the
commencement of the christian wra. The
diffusion of intelligence, the operations
of commerce, and the utilitarian tenden-
cy of the age, are beginning to teach
mankind that labor is the source of all
wealth and prosperity, the means of 1n-
dividual comfort and luxury, the basis of
national strength and greatness. When
we reflect that the object of our associa-
tion is to enlarge the field of operation
for labor, to secure to labor the rewards

| of its toil, to stimulate it to still greater
ment., and to identify in the mind of thc\

exertions, and to enable it to accomplish
the greatest results by ect momising its
it is evident that the efiect must
be to dignify, honor and elevate labor.
It is the laborer, especially. that we invite
and welcome to our brotherhood. In our
own country, above all others, labor must
be destined soonest to reach its proper
position. Our institutions recognise no
istinetions in industrial pursuits. The
road to honor, to wealth and to power are
open to all alike. The framers of our
institutions were true to the teachings of a
past history. Not only the soldiers who

' {onght our revolutionary battles, but ma-

"1y of their heroic leaders were laboring

industry, are calenlated to exercise the
They bring us
renders | together, make us acquainted with each
'the direct patronage and’ supervision of | others’ advantages, wants,
[ the objects of improvement in science, art,

men, artizans, and mechanies. Washing-
ton was a land-sarveyor, Greene was a
blacksmith. Wavne was a laboring far-

mer, Morgan was a wageon-driver.
government, then, in its organie strueture,
' has done for labor all it could. Tt is for
voluntary association, then, to elevate la-
bor in the social scale. I am pandering
; : of political socialism when

e ¥ - .

ed a
estimate placed on labor. Why should
the laboring man be excluded trom the
saloons ot fashion, the hospitable board
of the wealthy, the companionship of the
| areat—I mean merely hecavse he is a la-
boring man ? .
man who returns home from College
with an education secured by the eco-
nomical savings of an industrions father,
thinks it beneath his dignity to assist that
father in the routine of his domestic oc-
cupations? or, the voung lady, whose
accomplishments ™ have been paid for
by the self-denial of an indulgent mother,
| thinks it a reproach to aid that mother in
' the discharge of the duties of a diligent
| honse-wite £ It is because public npi\ninn
|is all wrong in associating Ltlmr with de-
eradation. Why is this¢  Labor is the
| first great law of nature.  Nature herself

is o great workshop where change, reno-
"\'a'flnn and development are constantly

|
1

coing on.  Inspiration tells us that the |

ereat Author of all things *rested from
hi<labors " on the seventh day. The Re-
decmer of the world was known as * the
carpenter’s son,” and itis thought by most
| biblical erities that he worked at the same
trade until he entered on his great minis-
terial mission.  The great apostle of the
(Grentiles was a tent-maker: and all the
wisdom received at the feet of Gamaliel
did not make him ashamed of his eall-
ing.

Savior and his apostles, who think it de-

Lerading to associate, even around the al- !

laborers, whose
very lands may have rearcd the temple
{in which they worship. Tow little do
the son= and danehters of extravagance,
Lot Tuxury and of case. vefleet, that after
all. it is to the mechanie, the artisan. the
luborer, that they re mdebted for the
means of their enjoyvment—and on the

|
l““-' with artisans anmd
i

those to whose toil ingenuity and skill
they are indebted, for the sumptuous
| viands with which they regale their ap-
] petites, or the costly habilinients in which
| they deck their persons. The pursc-proud
| coxcomb who treads on downy  carpets
doe= not refleet that they are the product
| of the loom of the humble weaver—iash-
ioned into beauty and softness, by lis
fdustrions hand, whilst Lis children are
erying around him for bread. The gay
and hetrtless female votary of fashion,
Lwho identifies labor with vulgarity, does

flaunts through the purlicus of dissipation,
Wwere \\'1‘--11ght in some lonely garret Ly

associated with con- | needs no reformation

moments. divided betwixt the exactions
of a ernel task-master, and the attentions
upon a dying parent on a bed of straw.
This is no sketeh of faney, it is stubborn
fact.

I wish not to be misunderstood. It is
not to be expected, or desired that intel-
lect shall fraternize with ignorance or
cirtue with vice. A natural incongruity
| forbids such assoeiation. Publie opimon
in this respect.—

3ut the reformation which is needed, and

which we are ied to hope, is silently work-

ing its way, is this—that the pursuits of
| honest labor shall no longer be a bar to
' the hichest social position : and a stime
lus thus given to the laboring man for the
 cultivation of his intelleet, and develop-
| ment for the common good, of mental re-
| sonrces that might otherwise remain dor-
| mant: and by holding out to him the
| rewards of virtne, the patlis of vice and
issipation may be shunned.  These an-

1‘i‘i(:al industry, are working a lm\\'uri'u.i.
.g}:)ugh imperceptible moral influence n
is respect.  For the time Leing, they
break down all the artificial parriers with
which man has hedged in his lordly self.
Our honors and rewards are to the most
‘worthy. [lonor diquiors should be our
motto. We have no use for drones in
 our hive. ‘Industry and labor are the cle-
ments of our success. If we are to effect
oy thing for the good of our country,
or the weltare of our fellow-men. it must
be through the ageney of these great
sources of human g youl.

It is not my purpose to attempt any
thing like a practical essay upon the de-
tails of a proper method of cnltivating the
coil. or the other kindred pursuits that
a}-pcrtain to rural life. I think it would
be unsuited to the occasion. We have
assembled for the purpose of receiving
instruction through the eye, rather than
the ear. The fever of feelin is too in-

tense, the pulse of excitement 1s too high,
to tolerate any thing like a detailed rou-
ine of agricultutral improvement, or farmn
husbandry. Every latitude, climate and
sai) have their own peculiar systems of
detail : and in North Carolina, we have
buttoo lately waked up to the importance
o <vstematic agricultural improvement,
to have any special established data, for
the benefit of those who may desire prac-
'tical information. For the present, we
' have to rely on those genera principles,
' which time and experience have proven
' to be applicable to all soils and climates—
| adapting them to our peculiar COlldl‘tlﬁll,
| as best we may. From the results of that
it is our aim and object, to
benefit of

adaptation, ur al
ldewel«'.)]t)e information for the

Our

tic 1 | mation, I should hg
[hiave long thoughtsociety necd- | ety il Tetelr iy
radieal reformation in regard to the | corded achievements and exy

Why is it that the vonng |

And vet, strange to say, how many |
Lare there who profess the religion of the |

poor pittance of Wikgs Jesst it e

not refleet that the costly gossimer tracery !
of laces and needle-work, in which she |

nual festivals of agricultural and mechan- |

those who may suecceed us.  Desides, I
have too lately entered on my noviciate
L in this great and noble pm‘snir.'ru presume
to ive mstruetion to muny whom I see
around me, of whom I would fain aspire
| to he an humble tollower. I am here to

| learn rather than to teach. And if T were
to attempt any thin

: ience of
the great pioneers of agriculture in other
| lands. This knowledge a few shillings will
procure, where established facts and set-
tled prineiples that have undergone the
“closest investigation, in the closet of the
'student, the crucible of the chemist and
the experience of the practical farmer,
are embaodied in language, far more sim-
{-h" and happy than any at my command.

f T were digposed to attempt a display of
agricultural learning, I might, it i troe,
nre on you the importance of thorough
draining: but then, I should only be as-
;m-i'?inj_: what is now an t‘hli‘\hli*]lt:l] 1ll'il!-
(eiple in agriculture ; and in attémpting to
prove that every ﬂt'u]l of water, lliinl‘['
than nature requires for the erowth of
vegetation, is poisonons to the soil, my
langnage would he dull and tiresome,
compared with the glowing aecounts in
which agricultural writers speak of the
smiling fields, and luxuriant harvests in
England and Scotland, and some parts of
our own country ; where for centuries had
stagnated muddy poolsand sodden wistes,
I might deseant on the importance of deep
plowing and thorough pulverization of
the soil: vet how conmmon place wonld
my remarks be, compared with the views
of the agricultural chemist, who proves
on philosophieal principles, thar IHu- ra-
tionale of this eonsists in enabling light
heat and the constituent elements of the
:l'.llltlré]l'llv'l't‘ the better to penctrate to the
ronts of plants, for whose nourislinent and
growth they are indispensible.

[ might speak of the henefits of a rota-
tion of erops and the impertance of a
more extensive root enlture : hut to you it
would be far more edifving to learn from
standard works on agriculture, that every
specimen of the vegetable creation,Jike
every department of organised life, téeds
upon its own peculiar food—and conse-
quently, a constant suceession of the same
crpe sty mhidmesatmenl endisplasrotl of
ite productive power. 1 might speak of
the huportance of cultivating the grasses,
both as an element” of national wealth,
and of permanent improvement : hut why
do this. when it is known to you that the
Tay erop of this country is secomd in
value to the eotton crop only—when it
i« a well known fact that the greater the
advancement of agricultural improvement
in every country, the greater is the im-
portance attached to the cultivation of
orasses—and when it is  still further
known. to our reproach, that eastern
North Carolina annnally  pays to the
northern States: hundreds of thousands of
dollars, for the article of hay alone. I

‘might urge the importance of enltivating
fingers attenuated with want, in hurried |

lose land. and of devoting our energies
'to its more thorough hmprovement 3 but
my language would be far less Tmpres-
' Give. than the rural beauty which has of-
'ten greeted your vision when traveling
throngh the northern States of this Uniong
| where handsome cottages, a plenteous
hoard, smiling faces, and happy homes,
Cconstitute the wealth, and minister to the
'happiness of the owners of but a few
“acres, évery foot of which is in a high
| state of fertility, devoted to some useful
| purpose, and yielding an abundant re-
ward for their labor. I might insist on
the necessity of manure, as a means of’ re-
ctoring and’ improving the soil : and on
thiz point 1 presume. [ should kave less
misgiving and _prejudice to encounter,
than on any other. This was, no doubt,
the first movement ever made in agri-
cnltural science ; and for thousands of
vears, continued to be the only one. The
Tuxuriant vegetation following the acci-
dental incorporation of manure with the
«oil, snggested itself to the senses, without
the process of rational deduction. The
importance of manure, as necessary to
vicor of growth, and a sure return in
fruit time, comes down to us sanctified
by the moral teaching of the parable.—
'"The life of the barren figtree was besought
| and spared for one more year, till man
‘should do his.duty, in applying to it, the
"elements of fertilifty. The present condi-
tion of Enegland, where in the last hun-
L dred vears. the average of the wheat erop
Lias been increased from an average of 12
to one of 24 bushels per acre, and in ma-
ny districts to 30 or 60 bushels—ot Mas-
sachiusetts, where a soil, natu ;lly bharren
and rueged, has been so snbdned and
im}':rm‘ict as to support one qf the most
wealthy and powertul ¢ ymuinnities on the
earth—aftord a more eloquent and con-
vineing argument, in favor of carefully
preserving and restoring to the soil, the
'elements of manure, than language can
| utter or pen can write. As to the best
'means of preparing 1, and method of ap-
 plying it—that belongs rather to the la-
boratory of the chemist, than the rostrum
of the orator. 1 might dilate on the im-
- portance of lime, which both theory and
experience have established to be the
great basis of all permanent agricultural
improvement; but why attempt this,
' when the immortal work of Ruffin, one of
the great public benetactors of his time, on
caleareous, manures, has in a plain and
| practical style, unfolded, not only treas-
ures of knowledge, but mines of wealth,
the existence of which were not dreamt of
a few years since.
And so in regard to the entire cata-
logue of all fyranches of agriculm'ml
knowledge ; if I were to presume o gIve

!
instruction, I shiould fall far short of what
' may be obtained in any good agricultu-
‘ral jonrnal, or the ‘countless works of
| standard authority, which are® ®fly issu-
ing from the press, in supply &f the de-
mand for agricultural knnwl’edgc. Itis
not the difficulty of obtaining informa-
tion, that is the to onr progress. 1 It
s the difficulty of removing Emg .
wlprejndice and anerct habif,
ciating the wonderful progress m X
trial enterprise that is in operation in the
world around us, of awaking to the im-
portance of availing ourselves of the vast
stores of knowledge, that science and
experience are daily bringing to light; of
| arousing a laudable ambition among our
| people to enlist as competitors in the
| oreat race of progressive nmprovement—
Cthese are all that is necessary to make our
State one of the most prosperous, wealthy,
land happy counnunities on earth. TtT
' conld be the humble instrument of stimu-
lating your pride as North Carolinians ; of
| impressing vou with a sense of the high
‘and honorable position you occupy, as
'the tillers of the soil: the influence you
'<honld exercisge. in the moral, social, and
political seale; the responsibility resting
Lon you,in elevating the character of your
| country, and in diffusing the means of
prosperity and happiness among your fel-
low-men ; and the vights and ]'n:i\"ilomm to
which you are entitled under the govern-
'ment, as the great econtrolling and conser-
Cvative element inour institutions, and the
dnty you owed to vourselves in asserting
Land maintaining thiem—it 1 could do this,
' T should feel that T had accomplished myy
task as the organ of the feelings and sen-
| timents evoked by the oecasion,in a man-
[ ner homorable 1o myselt and beneficial to
|my countrymen., Dut the theme is so
vast, {'!i]ll]';l(_‘i]:“_f SO nany interests, teem-
ing with so many grand associations, as
well moral as practical, that whilst T am
Ceverwhelmed with a grateful sense of' the
Lionor assigned me: T am appalled by the
Leonvietion of my inability to do justice
to the sulijeet and the occasion.
It is our good fortune, to live in an age

of wonderful invention, of startling dis-

covery, of astounding scientific develop-
‘ment. It is emphatically the age of rapid
progressive iln]]ll'n\'t'll‘.(‘nl'. Tlie striking
| peculiarity of the knowledge of the age,
et ekimnetirene, rinmédrerig To e
'necessities, the comforts and luxuries of
‘man. In fact, it is the demand for that
species of knowledge, that is whetting in-
vention, stimnlating ingenuity, and taxing
intelleet for its mightiest achievements.
| Geology, mineralogy. chemistry, botany,
| zoology. and natural philosophy, are not
| now eultivated, as the mere avocations of
Lintellectual research, or to satisfy the
| philosopher’s abstract thrist for knowl-
edges; but as the instruments by which
man is to subdue the material world to
his control, and apply the immutable
' laws of nature, to the satisfying his wants.
| A minute knowledge and classification of
| primeval rocks, from  the disentegration
' of which the soil is composed—the dedue-
‘tions arrived at from an acquaintance
' with the various strata and fossil depos-
ites of the crest of the earth—an exami-
'nation of the constituent clements of all
material nature, their relations aftinities
land repulsions for- cach other—an ac-
| quaintance with the structure and vegeta-
| ble phisiology of plants and trees and
| flowers;and the principle ot their growth,
| decay and reproduction—an understand-
|ing of the peculiarities, habits, and capa-
cities of animals, whether of the higher
type or of crawling insects—the stmiy of
| those laws of motion, and physical forces,
| by which Infinite wisdom governs the
| houndless universe—all these branches of
' knowledge are now pursued with a vigor
| and tenacity, unknown to the votary of
ancient learning, and to answer the pur-
| joses of practical utility. They are made
| to serve the purposes, and direct the
" course of the miner in his search for min-
| eral treasures in the bowels of the earth;
| and in rausacking the coal-fields which
!natum has laid aside in her great store-
house for the use of man, after the for-
ests have fallen before a redundant phopup
lation. They afford data, by which the
physician is enabled to minister to hu-
man suffering; by which the manufac-
turer imparts the tints of beauty to his
fabrics; by which the cutler tempers the
edge of the ‘implement of labor. They
direct the engineer as he drives his car
careering over the land—or propels his
' ship against wind and current.
| Ttis to agriculture especially, that all
| these great departments of knowledge are
coming to serve as handmaids. And it
'i< a little remarkable, that agriculture,
the oldest of human pursuits, the basis
and support of every other branch of in-
| dustry, should be indebted for its late
' wonderful advancement to the develop-
'ments of other sciences; whilst their prac-
| tical application requires materials fur-
| nished by agriculture alone. Mineralo
' and geology teach the agriculturist the
crude elements of which his soil is com-
posed, and consequently, its peculiar a.
-daptation to what may be most remuner-
ative to his labor. Chemistry teaches him
' the component qualities of various branch-
‘es of the vegetable kingdom, and the
| peculiar properties of various manures ;
| that he may conform his crop to the nat.
| ural capacity of the soil; or by artificial
| means, apply those sources of fertility, in
| which the soil is deficient. Botany teach-
" es him the constitution and character of
| the cereal grains, as well as of trees and
' flowers ; and thus enables him to aid their
Igrowrh. and protect them against their
natural enemies, by industry and care.—

Zoology teaches him the };wcn)lin.ritiea, in-
age.

(See Fourth
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