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JMR. VAN BUREN'S OPINIONS.

FROM THE RICHMOND ENQUIRER.
INTERESTING CORRESPONDENCE,
Between Citizens of Elizabeth City County, Virginia, and

Myr. Van Buren. :

We have the pleasure of laying before our
readers this morning, a very frank and able let-
rer from Mr. Vax BurgN, in reply to four citi-
zens of Virginia. He developes his opiaions in
selation to Abolitionism, the Tariff, Internal Im-
provements, and the Militia Bill of Mr. Poix-
sgrt. The last portion of the letter is perfectly
new and satisfactory. Mr. VAN Buren expli-
citly declares, that the Bill was not submitted to
him, before it was transmitted to Congress—and

e moreover expresses himself in relation to the
arming and training of the militia, as every re-
He crueliy dissipates

publican would desire.
the humbug of the Whigs, on all these points;
and this Whig Standing Army of 200,000 men,
will scarcely enter the field of electioneering a-
gain. We recommend the letier to the attention
of our readers—and we wonder very much,
whether General HarrisoN has answered the
same interrogatories. But he declares he will

not answer such interrpgatories, whether put by

friend or foe.

Elizabeth City Lounly, Va.,
Jume 12, 1840.
Dear Sir: The prominent attitude which you

now occupy in relation to the coming Presiden-
tial contest, confers upon every voter of this wide-
iy extended Republic, however humble may be

his condition, a right to inquire your views upon
each one of these momentous questiogs which
now agitate the public mind.

Prompted, not by an impertinent curiosity, but

solely by a desire of ascertaining whether your
views, or those of Gen. Harrison, coincide inore
nearly with our own, we are induced to pro-
pound to you the following questions; viz*

1. Will you, ifeleeted Président; velo any bill
having for its object, the abolition of Slavery in
the District of Columbia; or would you sanc-
tion any bill granting appropriations of public
money, to any Stale, soliciting aid for the eman-
cipation of their slaves?

2. Do you think that, at tkis time, the safety
of the public money requires a re-chartering of
the United States Bank; or would you sign a
bill chartering such an institution ?

3. Are you in favor of preserving enlire the
ariff compromise ?

4. Would you sanction any bill granting ap-
propriations of the public money, for the purpose
of internal improvement, by means of canals,
rail roads, &c.?

5. Do you approve of Mr. Poinseft’s scheme
for the organization of the militia?

The preceding questions have been proposed
to Mr. Harrison. Belisving their decision to be
of vital importance to the interests and institu-
tions of the South, and hoping you may conceive
them to be of such consequence, as to merit an
answer, We are, respectfully,

Your obedient servants,
JOHN B. CARY,
A. G. HUDGINS, M. D.
THOMAS JONES, J. P.
G. A. CARY.
Hon. M. Vax BureN, President U. S,
Washington.

MR. VAN BUREN'S REPLY :

Washington, July 31s¢, 1840.

Gentlemen: Official duties growing out of the
closing scenes of a greatly protracted session of
Congress, added to those which are of daily oc-
currence, have compelled me to postpone lo this
time, a reply to your communication.

You have not, gentlemen, ia the course you
have persued, misjudged either the extent of your
own rights, nor the importance of a free eommu-
nication of opinion between the constituent and
a proposed representative. The authority of the
elector to call in good faith on the candidate for
his favor, for an unreserved avowal of his opin-
ions in regard to all matters of public concern
that it may become his official duty to act upon,
is not only of inestimable value to the success of
political institutions like ours, but may, I think,
without exaggeration, be regarded as indispens-
tble to the maintenance of republican Govern-
ment. Viewing the subject in this light, and
having satisfied myselfthat in propounding yues-
{ions to me you have, as you assure me, been ac-
tuated by an unfeigned desire to be able to be-
stow your suffrages understandingly, and to pos-
sess yoursell of information which yoa deem ma-
terial to tha: end, I zheerfully comply with your
request.

You ask me, first, “whether, if elected Presi-
dent, I will veto any bill, having for its object
the abolition of slavery in the District of Colum-
bia: or whether I will sanction any bill gramt-
Ing appropriations of the public money to any
State, soliciting aid for the emancipation of their
slaves?” My attention has been frequently here-
tofore called to the first branch of your inquiry,
and my views in respect to it, given. The sub-
stance of them was repeated, with additional ex-
planations, in a letter recently addressed by me
'0a commitiee composed of citizens of Louisville,

entucky, in reply fo a question, embracing a-
}m’“g other things, the pamicular point now re-

erred to. As my reply to your several gues-
tions, will, unavoidably, be of considerable length,
have not deemed it advisable to repeat that an-
Swer here—but will cause each of you to he sup-
plied with a copy thereof, and cannot doubt your
ting satisfied that I have at least fairly met the

subject. The second branch of your inquiry,
‘though scarcelv of less importance, was not
| brought ioto view on that occasion. Nearly all
now agree that the Federdl Government possess-
es no power to interfere with the institution of
slavery in the States, and the general and un-
doubtedly the correct principle 1s, that the Fede-
ral Government cannot apply-the national funds
to objects, upon whizh they are either expressly
prohibited from acting, or in respect to which
there is an acknowledged absence of delegated
power. Usage, supposed necessity & apparently
uncontrollable considerations of expediency have,
from time to time, led to limited expenditares for
which it was nbt easy to find a warrant in the
Constitution. Baut these have always been re-
garded by the sincere friends of a strict construc-
tion of that instrument as matters to be regretted,
and as far as possible to be prevented. The
form of your yuestion presents for consideration
the points whether the consent of the slave States
could coafer on the Federal Government the
constitutional power to apply the public funds to
the emancipation of their slaves. 1 unhesitat-
ingly say it could not, and that I never could
give my sanction to such a measure. If State
consent could confer power where the want of it
would otherwise be so manilest, I find it difficult
to conceive of any case in which the same result
could not, with at least equal propriety, be claim-
ed to follow from the same cause. The esta-
blishment from such a principle, must, in my
best judgmnent, inevitably lead to the prostration
of that partition of powers between the General
and State Governments, which the framers of
the Constitution intended o erect, and might
well be dreaded as an opening wedge to an ear-
ly and more extended action by Congress upon
the particular subject under consideration. We
have seen tco much of the progressive character
of constitutional encroachmentsin the early sta-
ges of the Government, to feei assured, that a
continued practice of contributing to the emanci-
pation of slaves by the appropnation of money,
might not in course of time, lead to attempts by
the Federal Government to accomplish the same
object, without either the consent of the slave-
holder or indemnity for his loss.

Y ou next ask me, gentlemen, whether I think
that, at this time, the safety of the public money
requires a re-chartering of the U. States Bank,
or whether I would sign a bill chartering such
an institution. My opinions upon the subject ot
a United States Bank were asked when [ was
first a candidate for the Presidency, in 1836, and
were so fully given as to meet not only your
quesiion, but also, I think, every aspect which
the subjeet can be made to assume. They will
be found in my letter to the Hon. Sherrod Wil-
liams, of Kentucky, which has been extensively
published, and are therein thus expressed :

“You next ask whether I will sign and ag-
prove (if it becomes necessary to sesure and save
from depreciation, the revenue and the finances
of the nation, and to afford a seund currency to
the peoglaof the United States,) a bill (with pro-
per modifications and restrictions) chartering a
Bank of the United States.

“In the published letter of Mr. Butler to Mr.
Garland, which has already been referred to, he
thus states my opinions upon the subject of the
Bank: ‘Mr. Van Buren’s opinions in regard to
the Bank of the United States, were expressed
in the Senate of the United States, in 1828 ; re-
| peated in his letter to the Shocco Springs com-
mittee, whilst a candidate for the Vice Presiden-
cy, and Iave been so freely uttered by him, that
there cannot, I think, be occasion to say much
upon that subject. But to close the door to cavil,
I state—1st. That he holds that Congress does
not possess the power to establish a National

| Bank in any of the States of the Union, nor to

establish in such States, the branch of any Bank
located in the District of Columbia; and 2ad.
Fhat he is, therefore, decidedly opposed to the
establishment of a National Bank in any of the
States; and is ulso opposed to the establishment
of any such Bank in the District of Columbia,
as unnecessary and inexpedient, and as liable to
a great proporiion of the abuses which have, in
his opinion, been practised by the existing Bank.’
“T'his declaration, with other uniform, repeat-
ed and published avowals of my sentiments, in
regard to a United States Bank, would, I had
supposed, be sufficient to save me from further
interrogation on that subject; but as you have
thought proper to push the ingniry further, and
to that end, to place the matter before me in a
form studiously adapted to present the question
in its most favorable contingent aspect, you will
[ am sure, be neither surprised nor dissatisfied,
if I deem it due to myself as.well as to the sub-
ject, to give it more particular and enlarged con-
sideration than [ have heretofore felt it necessa-
ry or proper to do.

“I am induced to embrace for this purpose the
opportunity you have presented to me the more
readily, from a deep conviction of the incalcula-
ble importance to the people of the United States,
that this long agitated and distracting subject
should be finally settled, and from a hope that
what I have to say vpon it may, from the situa-
tion in which the partiality of my fellow-citizens
has placed me, contribute in some degree to so
desirable a result.

“I greatly fear, that whilst there is in any
quarter reason to hope that a charter for a new
Bank can in any condition of the eountry be ob-
tained from the Federal Government, there will
be neither order nor stability i the pecuniary
operations of the country. If it can be ascer-
tained that a discredited currency and pecunia-
ry embarrassments, will bring a charter, what
security have we that such a state of things will
not be produced? Is it doing violence to truth
and justice to attribute to expectations of this
character, the crusade which we have witnessed
for the last two years agaiast the deposite Banks,
against the efforts of the Administration to re-
store a specié currency, and against all the fis-
cal arrangements of the Treasury? Will any
candid and well-informed man pretend that such
things would have been, if it had been consider-
ed as settled that the Bank of the United States
is not to be revived? I think not. The seitle-
ment of the deposite question, by the bill of the
last session, will, doubtless, cause a suspension
of this destructive career—baut is there not reason
to apprehend that it will recommence with the
first appearance of any thing like a reasonable
chance for the re-establishment of a National
Bank? Every thing, thereforé, which may
serve to arrest or prevent the agitation of this
subject, if only for a seasoa, is of great value.—
In the published opinions to which I have al-
ready referred, my opposition to the establish-

ment of the Uhnited States Bank, in any of the
States, is placed on the want of constitutional
power in Congress to esiablish one. Those who
concur in denying this power, nevertheless, dil-
fer among \hemselves in regard to the particular
views by which their respective opinions are
sustained. Some admit that Congtess has a
right to create such an institution, whenever its
establishment becomes necessary to the collec-
tion, disbursement, and preservation of the reve-
nue; but insist that no such necessity existed
when the charter of the old Bank expired, or
has arisen since, With this class, the conside-
rations to which you allude would be essential,
and might have a controlling effect—for such
'persons mgke the power to establish a Bank de-
pendant upon them. My objection, on the con-
trary, is that the Constitution does not give Con-
oress power 1o erect corporations within the

tates. This was the main point of Mr. Jeffer-
son’s celebrated opinion against the establish-
ment of the first National Bank. -It is an objec-,
tion which nothing short of an amendment to the
Constitation can remove. We know it to be an
historical fact, that the Convention refused to
confer that power on Congress, and Iam oppos-
ed to its assumption by it upon any pretence
whatever. If its possession shall at any.time
become necessary, the only just way to obtain
it is to ask it at the hands of the people, in the
form prescribed by the Constitution. Holding
this opinion, and sworn to support that instru-
ment as it is, I could not find in the circumstan-
cesto which you refer, either warrant or excose
for the exercise of the authority in question; and
I am not only willing but desirous that the peo-
ple of the United States should be fully informed
of the precise ground I occupy on this subject.
I desire more especially that they should koow
it now, when an opportunity, the best our form of
Government affords, will soon be presented, to
express their opinion of its propriety. If they
are in favor of a National Bank, as a perma-
nent branch of their institutions, or if they
desire a Chief Magistrate who will consider it
his duty to watch the course of events, and give
or withhold his assent to such an institution, ac-
cording to the degree of necessity for it that may
in his opinion arise from the considerations to
which your question refers, they will see that
my co-operation in the promotion of either of
these views cannot be expected. If, on the other
hand, with this seasonable, explicit, and publish-
ed avowal before them, a majority of the people
of the United States shall nevertheless bestow
upon me their suffrages for the office of Presi-
dent, scepticism itself must cease to doubt, and
admit their will to be that there shall not beany
Bank of the United States, until the people, in
the exercise of their sovereign authority, see fit
to give to Congress the right to establish one.

“It is because 1 cannot doubt that the expres-
sion of the popular will, made under such cir-
cumstances, must have a tendency to arrest fur-
ther agitation of this disturbing subject, for four
years at least, and most probably, from the great
moral influence which the often expressed opin-
ion of the majority of the people in a republican
government 1s entitled to, for a much longer pe-
riod, that I am thus full and explicit upon the
point ‘o which you have called my attention.
However much we may differ upon the abstract
question involved in this controversy, no reflect-
ing man can doubt the healthful and invigora-
ting effects which any thing that looks like a set-
tlement of this question must have on all the
business, as well as political relations ofthe coun-
try. The public mind has been long and pain-
fully agitated by it, and needs repose. The fruits
of this agitation have been bitter and abundang
Men of business require to be put in a situation
that they may adapt their affairs to a state of
things which promises permanency. That
character is alone necessary to give success to
the present system. No rational plan for the
regulation ofthe fiseal affairs of the country can
fail to succeed, ifthe mass of our industrious and
enterprising population, without regard to local,
sectional or political distinctions, are only sincere-
ly desirous for itssuccess. Oace satisfy them
that things are in this respect to remain stable,
and it is not in the nature of things possible that
they can refuse their aid and supportto that
which concerns them so nearly, and upon which
their prosperity, private, as well as public, is.so
essentially dependent. If our correspondence
shall have the effect to contribute in any degree
to bring about a state of things in which we all
have so deep an interest, and which should be
desired by all, I will rejoice that it has taken
place.

My conviction of the truth and justice ofthese
views upon this vitally important question, have
been confirmed by all my subsequent experience,
and will, I doubtnot, from the principles upon
which they are founded, endure to the end of my
life.

My opinions upon the Tariff; which is the sub-
ject of your third question, were asked when I
was a candidate for the Vice Presidency, by a
portion of my fellow citizens of North Carolina,
and freely given. Their application reached me
but a short period before the then approaching
election, and to secuse in every portion of the
Union, as general and early knowledge of ny
views as was practicable, I caused them to be
forthwith qulisged at Albany. They were reit-
erated in 1836 when a candidate for the Presiden-
cy, and contain the general principles by which
it is my intention to regulate my official course.
I was sincerely friendly to the passage of the
Compromise bill, and have always been and still
am disposed to carry it into full and fair effect.
The opinions of which I have spoken were ex-
pressed in the following terms:

“Although my official acts in relation to the
protective system might well be regarded as ren-
dering the avowal unnecessary, I think it,
nevertheless, proper to say, that [ believe the es-
tablishment of commercial regulations, with a
view to the encouragement of domestic products,
to be within the constitutional power of Congress.
Whilst, however, I have entertained this opinion,
it has never been my wish to see the power in
question exercised with an oppressive ineqt_:aht!
apon any portion of our citizens, or for the ad-
vantage of one section of the Union at the expense
of another. On the contrary, I have at all times
believed it to be the sacred duty of those who are
entrusted with the administration of the Federal
Government to direct its operations in the man-
ner best calculated to distribute, as equally as
possible, its burdens and blessings amongst the
several States and the people. My views upon
this subject were several years ago spread before

the people of this State, and have since been

-

-

widely diffused through the mediom of the pub-
lic press. My Obbject at that time was 1o lnvile
the attention of my immediate constituenis to a
dispassionate consideration of the subject in s
various bearings, being well assured that such
an investigation would briny them to a standard
which, from its moderation and justice, would
furnish the best guarantee for thé true interests
of all. If, as has been supposed, those views
have contributed in any degree to produce a
state of feeling so much to be desired, I have rea-
son 1o be gratified with the resualt.

“The approaching, and, if the policy ofthe
present Executive is allowed to prevail, the cer-
tain and speedy extinguishment of the national
debt has presented an opportunity for a mere
equitable adjustment of the tariff, which has been
aiready embraced by the adoption of a concilia-
tory measure, the spirit of which will, I.doubt
nol, continue to be cherished by all who are not
desirous of advanczing their private inlerests at
1hg sacrifice of those of the public, and whe place
a just value upon the peace and harmony of the
Union.

“The protective system and its proper adjust-
ment became a subject of frequent and necessary
consideration, whilst I formed a part of the cabi-
net; and the manner in which the President pro-
posed to carry into effect the policy in relation to
unposts, recommended in his previous messages,
has since been avowed with that frankness which
belongs to his character. To this end he recom-
mended ‘a modification of the tariff, which
should prodece a reduction of the revenue to the
wants of the government and an adjustment of
the duty upen imporls, with a view to equal jus-
tice in relation to all our national interests, and
lo the counieraction of foreign policy, so far
as it may bt injurious to those interests.’

“In these sentiments | fully concur;and [ have
heen thus explicit in the statement of them, that
there may te no room for misapprehension asto
my own views upon the subject. A sincere and
faithful application of these principles to our leg-
islation, unwarped by private interest or political
design—a restriction of the wants of the govern-
ment to a simple and economical admiristration
of iis affuirs—the only adminisiration which is
consistent with the purity and stability of the re-
publican system—a preference in encouragement
given to such manufactures as are essential to the
national defence, and its extension to others in
proportion as they areadapted to our couatry,
and of which the raw material is produced by
ourselves, with a proper respect for the rule
which demands that all taxes should be imposed
in proportion to the ability and condition ofthe
contributors, would, I am convinced, give ulti-
mate satisfaction to a vast majority of the peo-
ple of the United States, and arrest that spirit
of discontent which is now unhappily so preva-
lent, and which threatens such extensive injury
to the institutions of our country.”

You next ask me, whether [ would sanction
any bill granting appropriations of the public
mon¢€y, for the purposes of internal improvement,
by means of canals, railroads, &e.

My views upon the subject of internal improve-
meut by the federal government were given at
the same time and upon the sameapplication.
They are as follows:

“Internal Tmprovements are so diversified in
their nature, and the possible agency of the Fed-
eral Government in their construction so variable
in its character and degree, as 1o render it not a
little difficult to lay down any precise rule that
will embrace the whole subject. The broadest
and best defined division is that which distin-
guishes between the direct construction of works
of internal improvement by the general govera-
ment, and pecuniary assistance given by it to
such as are undertaken by others. In the for-
mer are included the right to make and establish
roads and canals within the states, and theas-
sumptior of as mach jurisdiction over the terri-
tory they may occupy, as is necessary to their
preservation and use. The later is restricted to
simple grants of money, in aid of such works,
when made unger state authority,

“The Federal Government does not in my o-
pinion, possess the power firstspecified ; nor can
it derive it from the assent of the state in which
such works are to be constructed. The money
power, as itis called, is not so free from difficul-
ty. Various rules have from time to time been
suggested by those who properly appreciate the
importance of precision und certainty in opera-
tions of the federal power ; but they have been so
frequently infringed upon by the apparently una-
voidable action of the government, that a final and
satisfactory seulement of the question has been
prevented. —The wide difference between a defi-
nition of the power in question upon paper, and
its practical application to the operations of gov-
ernment, has been sensibly felt by all who have
been entrosted with the management of public
affrirs. The whole subject was reviewed in the
President’'s Maysville message. Sincerely be-
lieving that the best interests of the whole coun-
try, the quiet, not to say the stability, of the
‘Union, and the preservation ofthat moral force
which perhaps, as much as any other, holds it
together, imperioasly required that the destruc-
tive course of legislation upon that subject then
prevalent, should, in some proper and constitu-
iional way be arrested, I throughout gave to the
measurs, of which that document was an exposi-
tion, my active, zealous, and anxious support.

“The opinions declared by the President in
the Maysville, and his succeeding annual mes-
sage, as [ understand them, are as follows. 1st.
That Congress does not possess the power [0
make and establish a road or canal within a
state, with a right of jurisdiction to the extert I
have stated ; and that if it is the wish of the peo-
ple that the construction of such works should be
undertaken by the Federal Government, a pre-
vious amendment of the constitution conferring
that power, and defining and restricting its exer-
cise, with reference to the sovereignity of the
states, is indispensable. 24d. An intimation of
his belief that the right to make appropriations
in aid of such internal improvements as are of a
national character, has been so generally acted
upon, and so long acquiesced in by the federal
and state governmeats, and the constituents of
each, to justify its exercise, but that It 18 nev-
ertheless highly expedient that even such ap-
propriations should, with the exception of such
as relate to light houses, beacons, buoys, pub-
lic piers, and other improvements In the har-
bors and navigable rivers of the United States,
for the security and facility of our*foreign com-
merze, be deferred at least until our national debt
is paid. 3d. That if it is the wish of the people
that the agency of the federal Government should

be restricted to the appropriation of money, and
extended in that form in aid of such uncertak-
ings, when carried on by state authority, then the
occasion, the manner, and the extent of theappro-
priatior, should be made the subject of constitu-
tional regulation. '

“In these views I concurre d I likewise
participated in the difficulties which were en-
countered, and expressed by the President, in
adopting the principle which concedes to the
Federal government the right to make appropri-
ations in aid of works which might be regarded
as of a national character—difficalties which|
arose as well from the danger of considering
mere usage the foeundation of the right, as from
the extreme uncertainty and consequent insecu-
rity of the best rule that had ever been adopied,
or that could, in the absence of positive constitu-
tional provisions, be established. The reasons
on which these objections were founded are so
fully stated in, the document referred to, and have
been so extensively promulgated, “that it is
unnecessary for me 1o repeat them here. Sub-
sequent reflection’ and experience have con-
firmed my apprehension of the injurious conse-
quences which would probably flow from the
continuation of appropriations for internal Im-
provements; with no better rule for the govern-
ment of Congress than that of which [ bave
spoken ; and I do not hesitate to express it as my
opinion, that the general and true interests of the
countmy would be best consulted by withhelding
them, with the exceptions which [ have already
referred to, until some constitutional regulation
upon the subject has been made. .

“In thisavowal I am certainly net influenced
by feelings of indifference, much less of hostility,
to internal improvements. As such, they can
have no enemies. 1 have never omiited to give
them all the proper aid in my power, for which,
by the way, I ciaim no particular merit, as I do
not believe there is an honest and sane man in
the country who does not wish to see them pros-
per ; but their construction, snd the manner in
which, and the means by which they are to be
eflected, are quite different questions. Rathbr
than again expose our legislation to all the
corrupting influences of those scrambles and
comhinations in Congress which have heen here-
tofore witnessed, and the other affairs of the
country to the injurious - effects unavoidably re-
sulting from them, it would, in my opinion, be
infinitely preferable to leave works of the cha-
racter spoken ofand not embraced in the excep-
tion which bas been pointed out, for the present,
to the supports upon which they have reposed
with so much success for the last two years,
viz : State efforts and private enterprise. Ifthe
great body of the people become convinced that
the progress of these works should be accelerated
by the Federal arm, they will not refuse to come
to some proper constitutional arrangement upon
the subject. The supposition that an equitable
rule, which pays a proper respectto the inter-
est and condition of the different States could
fail to receive ultimately the coustitutional sanc#
tion, would be doing injusiice 1o the intelligence?
ofthe country. By such a settlement of the
question, our political system, in addition to the
other advantages derived from it, would, in
relation to this subject’ al least, be relieved from
those daungerous shocks which spring from
diversities of opinion upon constitutional points
of deep interest; and, in the mean time the re-
sources of the country wonld be best husbanded
by being left in the hands ofthose by whose
labor they are produced.”

T'o this exposition of my opinions upon the-

servations, in my letter to Mr. Williams, already
referred to. They were chiefly applicable to
“the improvements of our harbors and the remov-
al of partial and lemporary obstructions in our
navigabla rivers, for the facility of our foreign
commerce,” and the best means of checking the
tendency to abuses which such appropriations of-
ten produced. To the principle laid down in the
two publications referred to, I still adhere, and
it has been my endeavor to carry them into full
and fair effect in the administration or the Gov-
ernment, since I have been at its head. If they
have been departed from, in respect to any
works commenced under my administration [
am not advised of it

In conclusion, you ask me, “whether I ap-
prove of Mr. Poinsett's scheme for the organiza-
tion of the militia 7"

My knowledge of military affairs is very
limited ; but I will nevertheless give you such
views as | have been able to take of the subject-
of your inquiry.

The Constitution of the United States autheri-
zes Congress to provide for organizing, arming
and disciplining the militia, and for governing
them when in the service of the United States
reserving to the Staies the appointment of offices
and the authority to frain the muilitia according
to the mode of disciplinesprescribed by Congress.
In execution of this grant of power, Congress,
during the administration of General Washing-
ton and upon his recommendation, passed a law
for the organization ofthe militia of the United
States. By this act, itis provided—1st. That eve-
ry free white citizen of the United States, resi-
dent therein, between the ages of fifteen and forty-
five, (with some enumerated exceptions) are
to be enrolled and divided by the severa! States
into companies, batalions, regimeats, hrigades
and divisions, upon principle therein established,
and in like manner officered by them, according
to the rules prescribed by Congress for deter-
mining their number and respective rank. 2nd.
‘That the miluia thus enrolled, shall be armed
at their own expense. 3rd. That they shall be
disciplined according 10 the rules approved and
established by Congress, on the 29th of March,
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vice of the United States, and the preparation and
distribution 6f a system of tactics, constitute eve-
ry material part of the legislation of Congress up-
on thée subject of the mulitia since the eStablish-
ment of the government.

The organization of the militia thus establish-
ed has been 1n force nearly fifty years. Tt va-
ries in many essential particulars from that re-
commended by Gen. Woashington, and has been
regarded ever since its adoption as delective in
am emmént degree, as well by the successive
Presidents of the United Stateg, as by all other
persons whosé habits of life and opportunities
of personal observation have fitted them to formy
sound opinions upon the subject. Its improve-
ment was therefore an object of unceusing and
anxious solicitude on the part of Gen. Washing-
ton, and almost every successive President com-
menced his career with calling the attention of
Congress to the subject, and closed it with ex-
pressions of regret thaighese recommendations
hal “proved unavailing. General "Cass, when
Secretary of war, stated in an official report, that
this subject had been presented for consideration
no less than thirty one times in official execu-
live communications, commencing with the in-
augural address of President Washington.

The principal abjections to the present sys-
tem appear to arise from the great and unneces-
sary extent of the enrolment of the militia held
to actual service, and who are required to mus-~
ter and to do duty a certain number of days in
the vear, and from the want of adequate means
or inducements to secure a proper instruction;
by reason of which this heavy tax is not only
rendered in a great degree useless, but isalso ua-
reasonably burdensome.

By the Federal Constitution, congress has the
power to provide for calling forth the militia to
execute the laws of the Uuion, suppress insur-
rection and repel invasions. 'Lhe mililia foree
provided for these purposes by existing laws,
and whidh to render it effective, is compelled to
be at all times provided with -arms, accoutre-
ments and ammunition, and to be mustered and
drilled at stated periods, and kept always ready
for service, comprises, with limited and enumer-
ated exemptions, the whole of the able bodied
male white population of the United States, be-
tween the ages of 18 and 45. When it ig ggn-
sidered that the number of these acepiding to
official returns exceed a million and a half of
men, and probably at this period, amounts to two
millions, the immense and consequently oppres-
sive excess of the exisling ‘preparalory enro!

ment, beyond the possible wants cf the country
must be apparent to all. How far the existing
organization and laws passed by the States in
pursuance thereof have proved successful in ac-
complishing the great object in view, viz: the
instruction and improvement of citizen soldiers
in military tactics, you are able to judge for
yourselves. The resulis were a shorttime since
summed up by the officer before alluded to, in
these emphatic words. *“It is vaimto expect that
the whole adalt population-of the country cam,
or will furnish themselves “with tBe articles re-
quiredgdy law ; or that their collection, for any
number of days they can afford 1o devote to this
object, and under the wusual circumstances of
such assemblages, can produce any beneficial
effects to themselves or their country. Alrea-
dy, in a number of the States, the system has
sonk under the weight of public opinion,«and
the practical question now is, whether we shall
remain in fact, defenceless, or resort to a large
standing military foree in time of peace, that just
dread of all [ree. Governments, or adopt an effi-

general subject, were added some additional ob- | cient plan, which will prepare for the public de-

fence the greatest force at the least eost, and
without danger,

To remedy the evils of the present system, it

has been repeatedly proposed to reorganize the

militia in such manner as to reduce the number

of men who shall be fied and always ready to

perform the service coatemplated by the eonsti-

tution, say frem the number of two mi'lions to

two hundred thousand, and to pay the latter

a reasonable compensation out of the National

Treasury, in order to remunerate them for the

increased burthen thus imposed upon them —

Several plans, to effect this purpose, have, from

time to time, been submitted 1o Congress, by sae-

cessive Secretaries of War, ¢ommencing with

General Knoox’s, in 1790, snd ending with that
of Mr. Poinsett’s in 1840. That Mr. Poinsett's

is, in many respects, preferable to those which

have preceded it, and is ‘calculated to effect a
more equitable disposition of the whole military
force of the country than any heretofore present-
ed, appears to have been the opinion of the com-
mittees of both houses of Congress. 'T'he
grounds of this preference are fully set forth in
the able reports made by their respective chair-
men, at the last session, which have been pub-
lished and extensively circulated, and are suated
as follows: -

1st. It extends the pay, for the -period occa-
pied in training, to privates as well as to com-
missioned and non-commn:issioned officers, 1o whom
it was limited in -the plans of others. 2d. It
introduces the principle of rotation, by which
the period during which the citizens are engag-
ed in traiving is diminished, and the instruction
they receive more directly imparted to the mass,
and the burthens as well as benefits, more equal-
ly distributed among the people. 3d. Inexclud-
1ng from enrolment all between 18 and 20 years
of age, being the period in life in which young
men are employed in finishing their education,
learning a trade or studying -the profession by
which they hope to obwiain a livelihood. In
these preferences, 1 concur. In all other re-
spects the different plans ares understood 1o be
substantially the same. They are so with re-
gard to the authority of officers over the pivates,

1779; and 4th. That the rules for the govern-
ment of the militia when called into the service
of the United States, (the manner and occasions of
doing which being pointed out by law,) shall be
the same roles and articles of war, as are provid-
ed for the government of the troops of the United
States.

The provision of theact of 1792, which obli-
ges every citizen duly enrolled, 10 be “constantly
provided with arms, accoutrements and ammuni-
tion,” was re-enacted during the administration
of Mr. Jefferson: and so much of that act as es-
tablished the discipline and regulations of Baron
Steuhen was subsequently repealed, anc the sys-
tem of discipline and exercises of the regular ar-
my was adopted for the militia. These addition-
al provisions, with occasional acts respecting the
appointment ot the officers by the States, and
cnanging the regulations concerning the g{ and

he ac

subsistance of the militia when in t

scr-

and the rules for the government of "all when
called out for drill. They all propose, that the
rules should be those established for the gov-
ernment of the army. The existing law ap-
plies those rules to the milisia, when called into
the service of the United Siptes, and has done so
for many years past. Mr. Poinsew's plan does
not add a single penalty or new provision.—
There certainly exists 1o some extent a preju-
dice in the public mind against the application
of the same rigor in the discipline of citizen
soldiers, who are only called out for short pe-
riods of setvice, as that which is applied by all
nations to those who wmake arms a profession.
It will be for Congress to decide, aided by Lhe
opinions of experienced military men, whether
the discipline of the militia, when called into
the service of the United States, will admit of
any relaxation. No one appears yet to have
thought so. The rule by which Congress




