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POETRY', -

THE PRISONER FOR DEBT,
BY JOBN G. WHITTIER.

Look on him—through his dungeon-grate.
Feebly and cold, the morning light

Comes stealing round him, dim and late,
As if it loathed the sight.

Reclining on his strawy bed,

His hand upholds his drooping head—

His bloodless cheek is seam’d and hard,

Uanshora his grey, neglected beard ;

And o’er his bony fingers flow .

His long, dishevell’d locks of snow.
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No grateful fire before him glows—
And yet the wintei’s breath is chill :

And o’er his Balf-clad person goes
The frequent ague-thrill !

Bilent—save ever and #non,

A sound, half-murmur and half-groan,

Forces apart the paidful grip

Of the old sufferer’s b#irded lip :

O, sad and crushing is the fate

Of old age chain’d and desolate!

Just God! why lies thal old man there ?
A murderer shares hismprison=hed,

Whose eyeballs, through his borrid bain,
Gleam on him fierce and red ;

And the rude oath and heartless jeer

Fall ever on his loathing var,

And, or In wakefulness or sleep,

Nerve, flesh, and fibre thrill and ereep,

Whene'er that ruffian’s tossing lisnb,

Crimson’d with murder, loucl;:i him!

What has the gray-hair’d prisoner done 7
Has muider stain’d his hand with gore ?
Nut se: his crime’s a fouler one !
God made the old mah poor |
For this he shares a felon’s cell—
I'he fittest earihly type of hell}
For this—the boon fer which he pour’d
His young blood on the invader’s sword,
And counted light the fearful cost—
His blood-gain’d liberty is lost !

And so, for sueh a plage of rest,
Old prisoner, pour’d thy blood as rain
On Concord’s field, and Bunker’s crest,
Aud Saratoga’s phain ?
Look forth, thou man of many scars,
Throogh 1hy dim dungeon’s iron bars!
It must be joy, in soothy to see
Yon monument* uprear’d to thee—
Piled grapite and a prison-cell— o
The land repays thy service wdll e

Go, ring the betls and fre-the gUISF ™
And fling the starry banner out ;

Shout “Freedom P 1ill your lisping ones
Give back their eradle shout ¢

Let boasted elouence declaim

Of honor, liberty, and fame ;

Still let the poet’s strain be heard,

With “glory” for each second word,

And every thing with breath agree

To praise “ our glorious liberty.”

And when the patriot cannon jars
That prison’s cold and gloomy wall,
And through its grates the stripes and stars
Rise on the wind, and fall—
Thiok ye that prisonei’s aged ear
Rejoices in the geperal cheer ?
Think ye his dim aod failing eye
Is kindled at your pageantry ?
Soriowing of soul, and chain’d of limb,
Whlkat is your carnival to him 2

Down with the law that binds thus !
Unworthy freemep, let it find

No refuge from the withering cufse
Of God and human kind !

Open the prison’s living tomb,

And vsher from its brooding gloom

The victims of your savage code,

To the free sun and air of God!

Nor longer dare as crime to brand

The chastening of the Almighty’s hand !

*Bunker Hill Monument.
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OLD LAND MARKS.

The whigs say they intend to cling to the old
land marks, e happen to have some of these
“old land marks” in view at this time, and lay
them before the reader, that he may refresh his
memory upon the subject. We hope they will
bear in mind these “land marks” and not lose
sight of them when the time comes for them to
approve or disapprove of them.

Hamilton said: “1 have well examined the
*ubject, and am well convinced that no amend-
ments to the articles of confederation can answer
the purposes of good government, so long as
State Goveraments exist.”

“Give ear no longer to the syren song of de-
Mmocracy—if is a cursed delusion”—H. G. Olis.

THE CONSTITUTION AND THE UNION OF THE STATES--THEY “NUST BE PRESERVED.”

 «All
into the few and the many.

Boston Courier, 1838.
not prevail, mo

abortive.”—New York Commercial Advertiser,
1839.

From the Charlottesville (Va.) Jef. Republican.
LETTER FROM MR. GILMER.
Aygust —, 1843,
Dear
inquiries are submitted induces me to reply to
them, not so much in compliance with your de-
sire that I should vindicate myscIf, as to furnish
mlwith a brief outline of some important inei-
s connected withe the origin and progress of
political parties in the United States. My own
course or opinions, are of tao little consequence
to afford much -interest either (o partial friends or
relentless opponents. I desire no other vindication
of my humble agency in public affairs, than will
be perceived by every unprejudiced mind by re-
ference to certain cardinal principles, which I inve
endeavored to follow as my guides under all circum-
stances. These I have not been willing to abandon
for the advancement of any party or any man, not
even my own. In their application, or on minor
poiats of mere expediency, I have been always
ready to concede and conciliate for the purpose of
harmonious and efficient co-operation* with those
whom I believed to be united by devotion to some
great principle. As to men in office, or when

|candidates for office, T have long since learned

that.of all guides they are most fallacious, as their
mere promotion is an object the least worthy of
party combination.

The general forms of our government like our
population came originally from Europe. The
events which preceded and followed the Ameri-
can revolution have not yet entirely eradicated
those mistaken ideas of the objects, duties and
powers of government which have always pres
vailed in Europe, and which, to a greater or less
extent, have had their influence in the United
States. 'T'he fatal error of mankind [an error
which history and experience have hitherto failed
to correct] is in ascribing omnipotence to gosern-
ment; in bsurping not only the rights and duties
of the people but also the authority and infallibili-
ty of God. The system of governing déi gratia

ed under the prelext of apprehended anarchy.
while history proves that despotism under its va-
rious forms has been and must be the nearest road
to anarchy. 'The true source of this disposition
constantly to augment the powers of government
and multiply the objects of their application, is dis-
trust of the capacity of men in the aggregate to
govern themsclves. In most governments this dis-
trust on the part of those who cluim to govern has
been too rendly acquiesced in, and hence the le-
gitimate powers of ocovernment have been sédom
applird to strengthen the popalar resourcesYor
se|f~government. -

There were many in the convention which fram-
ed our Constitution who from distrust of the peo-
ple attempted to gnake the federal government in
form as well as sabstance a monarchy, without
the hereditary feattire. ‘This design bemyg defeat
ed, the gavernment was no sooner organized un-

ed, and a strong government attempted to be es-
tablished by construction. Tt was urged that pow-
ers which had been expressly negatived by the
convention were to be implied and exercised as
“necessary and proper,” notwithstanding the ex-
plicit declaration that all powers not granted were
reserved te the States or to the people. The fed-
eral and republican partics of that day, and ever
since, when they divided on their respective prin-
ciples, have differed as to the extent of powers
and discretion to be assumed by the several depart-
‘ments under the Constitution. ~ The federal party,
whose leader had advocated the British model in
convention, soon manifested its peculiar views of
government, not only by its measures of domestic
policy, but in its sympathies with the crowned
heads of Europe who combined to maintain the
principle of royal legitimacy against revolutiona-
ry France. For some time after the adoption of
the Constitution by the States, public opinion<avas

tunsettled in reference to the numerous foreign and

domestic guestions which arose.
Fhe old federal and republican parfies finally
joined the issue before the country in the memora-
ble contest between John Adams and Thomas Jef-
ferson. These parties were not then known as
the Jefferson or the Adams party, but were distin-
guished by their opposite views of government,
and they recognized these men only as the expo-
nents of their respective principles. These prin-
ciples were comprehensive, embracing on both
sides the whole circle of government, all its de-
rtrents, and involving the general question of
imiting the agency of the people by extending
the powers of government. They had reference
mot only te the measures of that day, but to those
of every age, involving the great qnestion whether
the people shall govern ot be governed. T'he ad-
vocates of too much government relied thetr on
some of the expedients which they urge nmow.—
T'he alien and sedition acts, &c., were only appli-
cations of the federal principle to objects different
from those to which the same principle has been
since applied, and would be applied again. The
principle of a national bank was in issire in the
contest of 1800. It was earnestly remonstrated
agamst in the celebrated report of 1799, wrilten

powers the exercise of which by the federal gov-
ernment it was maintained, would prove danger-
ous to the people and the States. 1t was attemp-
ed then as it is now to sustain this particular meas-
gre om the authority of Gen. Washington. I
have never been able to eontemplate Gen. Wash-
ington as a party man.  Flis fame rises above par-
ty as the eagle soars ahove the mist. While the
authority of no nfan should be recognized in a re-

iblic as precluding inquiry into its soundness, 1
Ewa never believed that the judgment of General
Washington ar of Mr. Madison approved the prin-
ciple involved in chartering a national bank. It
is now known thatat Cen. Washington's request
Mr. Madison prepared a veto of the first bank bill.
That bill was nllhmtel!{ltig'md more in deference
to the solicitude of Hamilton and others, than
from his own convictions, by the father of his
country. Mr. Hamilton had previously, without
authority, commenced the system of receiving con
vertible paper instead of specie, under the act o

ublic communities ought to be divided

The first to consist
of the rich and well born—the latter of common

mechanics and. farmers.” - Adamwis. |The financial condition of the country in 1791
= As well might & blacksmith attempt to mend | was in extreme embarrissment frofn the debt of
a watch, asa farmer to legislate. ith his huge |the revolution, as it was in 1816, from the debt of

paws upon the statute book, what ¢an he do?”

% If the appeals to the reason of the people will
can and will be used, and that
will obtain votes when all other means are found

:—The candid spiritin which your |

or without the will of the governed, is maintain-

der the Constitution than the struggle was senew- |

by Mr. Madison, as belonging to that class of pa

| In 1836, Judge

1789, a responsibility of incalculable weight when
we reflect on the consequences which have since
been felt both by otir government and individaals.

the last war. Mr. Madison not only wrote a veto
of the first bank at the request of Gen. Washing-
ton, and denounced the principle which it involved
in his report of '99, which was regarded as the
declaration of rights by the republican party in
Mr. Jefferson’s election and ever since, but he sub-
sequently, as President, vetoed a bank bill. He
signed another, it is true, as had been done in
1791, when the public mind intimidated by the
embarrassed condition of the country and the gov-
ernment imparted its panic alike to the wise and
the brave. In both instances, as often happens,
a symptom of disease was mistaken for remedy.
here can be no mistake as to the general prin-
ciples which characterized the federal and republi-
can pardes om their first formation, or as to the
signal results whigh' followed the memgrable re-
publican triumph of 1800. Notwithstanding the
severe tests to which our institutions were so fre-
quently exposed by our foreign and domestic re-
lations, by the aggressions of France and Eng-
land on our maritime rights, by the embargo, the
war, the loss of our commerce and the accumula-
tion of a large public debt, notwithstanding the
violent death spasms with which the federal party
continued to struggle against the government dur-
ing these periods, three successsive republican

Presidents were elected, and the country enjoyed

comparative political r until near the term:ma-
tion of Mr. Monroe's administration. The feder-
al party resisted all attempts at retaliation or de-

fence, and finally resisted the war with England.

They were overwhelmed by public indignation,

and atthe close of Mr. Monroe's admiaistration

no such thing as a federal party under that name

existed in the country. The principles of that

party remained, but they have ever since been

urged undeér some other name.

Mr. Adams, jr. (who had been among the first
to abandon the Federal party, eo nomine, after the
election of Ms. Jeffersop, under the pretext that
the party of his father meditated a dissolution of
the Union, and who in later times has presented to
Cengress a petition for the dissolution of the same
Union,) Genesal Jackson, Mr. Crawford, Mr. Cal-
houn, and Me Clay ‘were candidates for the Pre-
sidency to guccpet( Mr. Monroe. The old Fed-
eral party now assumed the name of National
Republicans, and Mr. Adams received their gen-
eral support. There was mo election by the peo-
ple, and he was elected by the hocus pocus ol the
House of Representatives. Mr, Clay, through
whose agency Mr. Adams had becn elected in
the House, was installed as his Secrctary of State,
'an office which, after the example of Jefferson,
| Madison, and Monroe, was supposed to be in the
“line of safe precedents!” Mr. Clay, between
| whom and Mr. Adams no very cordial relations

'had hitherto existed, now became thoroughly
‘identificd with the National Republican party.
i He and his friends sustained the re-election of Mr.
' Adams in 1828, while Géneral Jackson wagclect-
ed jy those who had preferred him, to"Mr. Craw-
ford, or Mr. Caltioun in 1824. ‘I'he republican
' party assumed the name of Democratic Repabli-
'can party by way of coutrast, 1 suppose, to Na-
tional Republicans. "Fhe  Democrutic Republi-
can and National Republican parties were array-
ied distinctly against each other in the contest of
1828, between Jackeon and Adams. Mr. Adams
was defeated as the National Republican candi-
date. Mr. Clay became the candid-ite of that par-
ty in 1832, and was most signally d.lvated by the
re-election of Gen. Jackson.

Soon alter the re-election, in 18332, of Gen. Jack-
son, his proclamation was issued, coutaining doc-
trines which were unsatisfactory to most of his
friends, as well those who disapproved as those
who approved the course of South Carolina with
regard to the tarifi’ act—doctrines which » ere ap-
plauded by the National Republicans, and after-
wards explained by the authority of Gen. Jackson
himself. In 1833 the deposiws were removed
from the United States Bank, where they had
been placcd by the act chartering the Bank in
I1816. This was done by the Executive under
circumstances which induced a large number of
those who had supported General Jackson in
1828 and in 1832 to condemn the act. 1 wasone

Legislature, I offered a resolution declaring that
no direct or implied sanction was intended favora-
ble to a Fuited States Bank by the condemnation
of the ordér removing the deposites. The Na-
ttional Republicans condemned it als» because it
was a blow aimed at the Bank. They knew then
as they know noywy, that in their advocacy of ke
Bank or @ Bank, there was no concurrence what-
ever between themselves and that portion of the
Jackson party which united with them in cod-
demning the powers claimed by the Executive in
the removal of the deposites. Their.object was
then, as it is now, to obtain a National Bank. —
Ninety-nine hundredths of the Jackson party who |
condemned the removal of the deposites were then

opposed to the constitutionality and expedieney of |
a National Bank. There was, if possible, still

less concurrence between the Juckson men who

condemned the removal of the deposites and the

National Republicans in regard to the tariffi —

"That portion of the Jackson party who condemn-

Led this Executive act were generally the most ul-

tra anti-tariff men. -

Under these circumstances in 1834 the whig
parly was formed. “It could not have been organ-
ized then, mor could it have acted harmoniously
on any one of the present political issues at any
moment from 1834 to 1841, Ifthe bank or the
tariff or Mr. Clay’s election had been urged as a
rty measure by the Whigs, that portion of them
who had belonged to the Jackson party would
have co-operated with the democratic party, with
whom they agreed and with whom they had gct-
ed on these quegtions and againet Mr. Clay.
name of national republican was dropped and that
of whig was assumed, to indicate mot only the
points of agréement, but also the points of disa-
greement among the elements of the Whig party.
'The removal of the deposites was the first point
of agreement or co-operation. Ii was followed
by the protest, which grew out of it. The ex-
punge followed and was likewise conmected with
the removal of the depesites. It was urged that
the power of appointing and removing public of-
ficers (also an executive power) was abused. —
Executive abuses and esecutive reforms therefore
were the omly part{ issues wrged by the Whigs
before the people. It was denied most emphatic-
ally and authoritatwely that the Whig party was
|a bank, a tariff or a Clay

&3
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associated with his, but that portion of the whig
party who had been Jackson men, with very few
exceptions, then refused to vote for Hartison, from
the apprehension that he was a national republi-
can. The same objection would then have appli-
ed with still greater force to Mr. Clay.

In 1837, there was a general juspension of the
banks and the proposition was made under Mr.
Van Buren’s administration to separgte the Trea-
gury entirely from the banks, State and Federal.
It was opposed by all the advocates of g National
Bank and at first by many of its opponents, under
the hope that some system could ge devised with
the ¢o-operation of the State Banks, to avoid the
charter of a United States Bank and the adoptionr
of the Indepcndent Treasury. It was feared by
some that a Government Bank would result from
the plan of divorce as proposed by others, that the
influence of the Federal Government would be
brought to bear injuriously on State imnstitutions.
The National Bank had failed to obtain a renew-
al of its charter frasn Congress, and to cover its
unsound condition, had procured one from the Le-
gislature of Pennsylvania. The suspension was
soon followed by & genergl failure of the banking
system, and the most startling frauds were expos-
ed. The Banks, many of them unable to meet
their own engagements, were all too much em-
barrassed to afford any relief to the embarrass-
mepts of othersto which they had contributed so
much.” Public confidenee in the system was ex-
tensively impaired, and few could be found wil-
ling.to invest money under National or State
charters.

‘The Whig National Convention assembled at
Harrisburg in 1839. That convention refused to
nominate Mr. Clay—General Harrison was no-
minated ; he was proclaimed, canvassed and voted
for in many St lesinrticulm*ly Virginia, as a Jef-
fersonian Republican, as an anti-Bank man and
scrupulously in favor of the Compromise act. He
and his friends were pledged to investigate and re-
form the Execcutive abuses of the Government,
while it was denied that they or he sought to ¢s-
tablish @ National Bank or enact a Protective Ta-
rifil. The 27th Congress.was composed of a
commanding majority of Whigs in both Houses,
It met in extra session, tinder General Harrison’s
proclamation, and was convened to supply ways
and means for the Government. The executive
functions had devolved, afier General Harrison's
death, op Mr. Tyler, who had been nominated and
elected Vice President under the same pledges.
If there was any difference between his position
and that of General Harrison, it wasthat Mr. Ty-|
ler was known to be more steadfastly opposed to
the lecading measures which were subsequently
pressed by the Whig party, and some of which
met his decisive veto. In reference to all legis-
lative questions then the Whig party professed De-
momtic principles before the.clection. j

"The country had a right to expect after all this
that some meunsures would havesheen adopted to
detect, gxpose, and correct the exccssive abuscs
which had been 'so londly compléined of. 1t is
true that the removal of deposites, the expunge,
the protest, &c. had siuce ceased 10 be prac-
P&l questions, and nothing could be done in rg;
erence to, them in 1841, What did the Whig
party propose todo? 'I'o charter a National Bank
—to repgal the Compromise act—to nact a high
and unegual protective tariff—to distribate the pro-
ceeds of the public lunds at a time whun-the T'ra-
sury was empty, and when the Government was
compelled to resait to loans and T'reasary notes to
defray its ordinary expenses—to enafl a Bankrupt
law—to vote gratuitics from the T 10 in-
dividuals as well asthe States, and e impeach
their own President. The only meusure of Exe-
cutive reform which I recollect as meeting the
general approbation of the Whig paity was the
proposition to abolish the veto power from the
Constitution, and this wasurged as an after-thought
because that power was used to preventthe charter
of the Bank, by one who, like themselves, stood
pledged to the country against a Bank.

Soon afier the commencement of the extra ses-
sion a selvct committee was appointed, on my mo-
tion, to investigate the various departments of the
Government, to inquire whether the expenditures
of Government could be reduced, the patronage ol
the Executive diminished, and to report such mea-
sures of reform as our examinalions might suggest.
After making as thorough an examination of the

tnf that aumber, and as a member of the Virgina | departments at Washington, and of other branch-

es of the public scrvice as our other dutics would
permit, it was recommended to abolish the frank-
ing privilege, to regulate and reduce the mileage,
to reduce the expenditures, to abolish certain_il-
legal usages and many useless offices in the De-
partments, to institute a new system for the exami-
nation and appointment of clerks and other officers
in the Departinents, to regnire amore detailed and
rigid etatement of “expenditures; to institute a
more responsible system of accounts, and to re-
quire the President to report to the Scnate the rea-
sons for every removal {rom office, &c. &¢.

The journals and the events of the 27th Con-
gress will explain why these measures were nev-
er acted on. Leading members of the majority
objected even to the printing of an extra number
of the various reports from the retrenchment com-
mittee. The events of the last-ten years will ex-
plain why it was attempted by the Whig party to
do those things, which, as a party, they were
pledged not to do,’and to leave undone the only
things which, as‘a party, they were pledged to do.
The. national republican party was in a small mi-
nority in 1832, with Mr. Clay its candidate for
President, as it was in 1828, with Mr. Adams.
Neither s leading measures nor its leading men
could receive the support of the democratic por-

'tion of the Whig party, in 1836, orin 18%0. Mr.

Clay who had beenr beaten in 1824 and in 1832,
was not proposed in 1835, and he was rejected in
The clamor for ex-
ecutive reform and for a strict construction of the
Constitution as to the executive powers, was used
decoy*'the old republicans into the support of
nati republican or federal men and measures.
The power of association is very great, and we
see how many of the old republicans have been
brought by d%grees to acquiesce or to approve
federal principles. ~ But few, very few of the deém-
ocratic rcpubﬁc‘un party whe opposed the remov-
al of the deposites, could have been persuaded  in
1834, that, in 1843 they would have sustaimed the
whig mensures of the 27th Congress, or any candi-
date for the Presidency ortthe issites mow proclaim-
ec[!:{ttm whig party. Yet nrany seem to have made
up their rrinds for such # revolution. The bank
was the favorite measure of the whig party after
the electionof 1840, thouglt that party upto that
time so studiously evaded it. It was calculated to
hasten the action of Congress on this and - other

White ‘was the Whig candi-

subjects by means of the extra session, and with

date for President. Gen. Harrison’s name was

- ¥ -

a charter for twem{ years, with the prejudices re-
sulting from the last Presidential canvass, the
patronage of the government, and other means
which accident might supply, o prepare the pub-
lic mind for the metamorphosis of the Whi
party inlo a national republicas party by 1844.
What is theeposition of parties now? If we
test them by their personal preferences as to the
presidential candidates, they will present again, as
they did in 1840, a confused nifiss’ of partialities
and prejudices, resulting from former party con-
flicts, the spectacle of men yrmited and opposedpro-
miscuonsly without reference to their convictions
as to the great principles which maust give prac-
tical effect to government, of prolonged and angrey
excitement without any adequate eause or distinct
object, of a violent struggle which when it is over
will have decided nothing for the country. The
experience of dhe last three years ought fo teach
all men of all opinions that this is not desirable.
The people have more interegl in the measures of
government thati in the metf whe” now ay their
agents are to excite them. All will aghee”that
something shall be settled by the next election.
‘That the policy of the government should be fixed
in some direction. Confidence can fievet be per-
manently restored until the great issues now avow-
ed before the country are determined. What are
they? No one will pretend that the removal of the
deposites, the protest or the expunge are now prac-
tical party issues. They never ean be again un-
less another national bawk is chartered. I am
aware of no permanent measure of executive re-
form exceptthe abolition of the veto, now propos-
ed by the Whig party. Certainly none other
was proposed by that party in the last Congress,
unless the proposition to divorce the Executive
patronage from the political press, while the legis-
lative patronage under their own control, was per=
mitted to remain, can be considered siich. The
political issues, as every candid mind will perceive,
are now distinctly joined in reference to the re-
ventie and the currency as they will be affected
hy the legislation of Congress. There ate other
(questions, some of’g‘.\em important ton, connected
with both the legisMitive and: exccutive daties of
the Government, but they cannotnow be regarded
practically asparty igsues. It is not my purpose
at present to discuss any of these questionsof issues.
My objrct is simply 1o state positions of parties
herctofore and now in reference to what have been
and are practicdl issues. It would be as unrea-
sonable, however, for 2 man, who ig opposed toa
National Bank or a Protective Tariff, to vote for
a candidate or a party avowing those measures as
leading objects because he disapproved of the re-
moval of the deposites, the protest, expunge, &c.,
as it would be for a Christian to tarn Mahomedan
because he opposed the measupes of the Pope
which led to the yeformation. ;
‘I'he bank question arises now under very dif-
ferent circumstances from those which existed
when it was formerly before the country. Our
expericncé has tanght us ‘much, which, if we are
wite will be remembered. While tro one advo-
cates the policy of government issuinng permanent-
ly its owa paper efther to foan to individuals or to
mceite it Eﬁk as revenue, it is cofifended that
government, itself an agent, has the potwer and i¥
nd to create acorporation, to become a partner
in this corporation, to ‘permit individuals to issue
their paper in the shaﬂe of promises lo pay mo-
ney, that government 8
these favored individuals shall- be permitted nlso
to keep the revenie when collected, to lend it fo
the people who paid it, and to lend the credit of the
goverument besides their own. It is contended
moreover that goverdment has authority and ought |

penses. Professions of economy ir public expen-

law, have been too ofien nrade to be |
ed. Parties will be judged, as th:} should be, by
the te@dency of the measuresthey

whrch can only be favored by those who regard |’

local benefit.

that the power of raising money is limited by the
nature and objects af the federal government] and

ed by the people. The momeyed power (as it
ment to control not only the contributions from the
citizen to the treasury, but also the proportions

classes, is the maia spring of government. It
may give law to the people am form to the gov-
ernment to suit the caprice of those who manage
it. It should be remembered too that Ewecutive
encroachments on the rights of the people can on-
ly result under our system from legislative en:

and powers of government bg the constitution, ve
adopt the sintplest and surest method of preventing
executive abuses, Your frieni &c.,

2 THOMAS W. GILMER.
B ————— L

KEEP IT BEFORE THE PEQPLE.

That while the late whig Congress lavish:d
their thousands of dollars upon a favorite press at
Washington, voled a present of $25,000 to the
widow of Gen. Harrison, and lined their own
pockets with © yellow boys,” to the tune of $8 a
day, they refused to refund to General Jackson
the ®1,000 fiste emiposed by Judge Hall! A par-
ty so hollow in its pretensions—so destitute of
patriotism, of philanthrophy, with a very bad
grace appeals to the peop Americans, to
Irishmen, to sustain them in such a niggardly
course of legislation. There is more patriotism
in a few ladies of New Orleans, who raised a part
of the fine imposed but mever was receivetﬁay
Gen. Jackson, than in the whole universal whig
party. 'Fhe whig Congress, generous souls, in-
stead of imitating so glorious an exawple of pay-
ing a-debt of gratitude—a fine unjustly imposed—
to the verterable patriot and hero of New Orleans,
have spent months and months insquandering the
 people’s money, increased the expenditures of the
nation nrore than §5,000,000, broken every pro-
mise made the people in 1840, increased the price
of every thing the farmer uses upoun his farm, his
axe, hoe, spﬂg; shovel, plough; drag-teeth, log-
chaims, &c., to enrich the eastern capitaliste—rais-
ed the price of every description of domestic

than that of volu

all receive this paper, that | sul that a - strikirg -simifarit

diture and of relief to be afforded to individuals by | extra session éumm‘encit‘ms
r heed- | repea

taxation and public debt as blessings, and will re-| British aristocracy .
sort to theseor similar measures merely as pre-| FIVE THOUSAND DOLJ.ARS of the peos
texts for using the taxing posver for individual or | ple’s money on one of the mwealthiest familes in
he best guaranty for econonty |this State, in express vi ;
and fidelity is {arnished by those who maintain | which guarantees an equality of the rights of all.

and distribution of wealth among individuals and | added to the burdene of the

croachments, and by regulating the objects, duties|ed an ADDITIONAL LOAN OF

— o e e
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 goods, redudedthe prices of produce, reduced the
wages of labor, and saddled the people witha
National Debt, which the whig party contends i¢
a nalional blessing ! Not content with saerific-

g |ing every interest of the commercial and produc.

ing cl they have in view tha adopition
of two federal measurce—# United States Bank
to rob the people and infuse Corrtiption imto every
branch of our political government—and the as:
suamption of the Statg debts—io tax the honest yeos
manry of Michigawn for the payment of Mississippi;
lilinoi, and other defaulting State bounds javith
these measures in operation we shall then hava
coon-skin:$2-a-day-and-roast-beef whiggary in all
its beauty. enesee Pena,

“ Wamba, the son of. Witless, the born thrall
of Cedric; the Sazon.”—Such was the inserip-
tion engraved on the colar of an English serf, in
those early times when the few lorded it over the
manty.  Althongh the many were then hor#
thralls to feudal barons, it has. béefi teserved to
the present day to witness tBe-degmd_ing spectache
of a freeman *becoming the voluntary shve of
anotMer,—of resigning his intelle¢t, his opinions
and his judgment ifid ardoitier's keeping, and
acting as a mere conduit pipe, throhgh which his
master may convey his  views without resistance
or obstruction. Mental servitudé is more degrad:
ing than physical. Force may fasten chainggn &

freeman’s limbs, but his mind cannot be enslaged,

save at his own volition. Whawstate of degra-
dation can be more disgusting awd abhorrent
firy submission, in thought ad
well as deed, to the arbitrary will of another:
The cringing, fawning sfcdpg'am who, with the
privileges of a freenian, possesses the #pirit of o

slave and crouchesat his master's feet, licking

his hamd in sickening servility, deserves to bé

driven from the society of menm,—aye, evenn [rom
companionship with the negroes by whom he ig
surrounded. The labor of the hands may #me-
times be devoted to another’s gain against one’s

will, butthe voluntary prostration of the soul to

the ignoble condition of thinking i obedience 1o
another’s behests, is indeed the fowest depth of Bu:
man degradation. ;
man esect, that he might commit his mind and
conscietice to flie keeping of a human mastey;
and although, in Divine Providitide, e may be
spmietimes forced to undergo physical toil for
another’s benefit, his intellect was never intended
to be so debased, under any circumstances.
born thrall of the Saxon” might, in the days of
fendal bgrbarism, wear the collar of Cedric, but

The Almighty never

“I'he

he, who mow constantly foHows af hi# master’d
heefs, breaks forth i exclamatiorfa of praise af

every word he utters, sing€ peans o' hig_praisd

from morning to night, prostitutes hig inteflect 10
invent forms of epeech gy which to evlogize in<

discrimimately his every act and setitiret, and =a-

erifices fig right of private judgment, his intel:

lectital and  moral freedom, atl all the nobler

qualities of man, may bear a white skin, bat, it
covers a more degraded than negro soul.
all such beings we have no feelings but. those of

For

loathing and disgust. s 2T
Mispours Reporiér,

-

REPEMPTION QF WHIG PROMISES:

Tt was the beatitful remark of a Roman Con.
was observable in
the method byawhich federal bankers and federal
politicians redeem their promises. The follow:
ing article from the Chillicothe Advertiser ens
urtferates some of the acts aQopleJ by the federal
party, at the extra session of '4F, whigh exhibil

to exercise it 10 rdise money by taxation for other |the Sincerify of their charmor about “retrefchment
purposes than to pay its debts and defray its ex- | and reform '

“ One of the firs{ acts of the federalisis at theif

‘ in May, 184}, was to
| the INDEPENDENT TREASURY
LAW, and in so doing, they made a “ UNION

vocafe,and the | OF THE PURSE AND SWORD,” in the

ple can thus determine which will cost them [hands of the Executive, giving him' full powes
east. The d#tribation of the proceeds of the pub- | over the public moneys, to place it where he
lic lands, when there is nosurplus in the treasu- | chooses, yvithout restraint, and without aving his
ry, is like assumption of the State debts, a policy | daties defined by faw.

Afier this the federalists, fo imifafion of the
voted away TWENTY:

iy of the construction

An additiomal appropriation of FIVE MIL.
LIONS AND FORTY THREE WHOU-

that when raised, it shall be applied as publlc mo-{ SAND DOLLARS was then made for the ser-
ney, only for the purposcs specified in the comsti- | vice of the year 1841, at the estra session—al~
tution. Taxation and appropriation are certainly |though a plentiful provision liad beenr previously
the most important powers employed by govern-|made by a former Congress, durlirg their regular
ment, and they ought to be most marrowly watch- | session.

After this an ADDITIONAL TAX OF

may be termed) or the gower claimed for govern:|SIX MILLIONS was iniposed on the people i
form of tariff’ duttes.

Then a loan of TWELVE MILLIONS wa#
people.
And another debt of SIXTEEN MILLIONS
wonld have been contracted fora NATIONAL:
BANK, but this was stopped by the President's
VETO. ‘
At their regular session; which corimenced in
December, 1841, the Federal Congress sutborizs
) FIVE
MILLIONS, which stll increascd thhe buwdens
of the people. #2018 . )
Then, again THIRTEEN MIBMONS
were added to the tax of the ptople in form of a
tariff, without affording any benefit fothe govern-
ment.
.After thisa third of a milfliort was voted to the
Stats of Massachusetls for refusing any aid in the
fate war. :
Then the Federalists brought i#t a bill to pey
the heirsof HULL: _
After thig, they REFUSED to pay back Gen-
eral JACKSON'S FINE, iniposed on him by
a federal judge, for saving the city of New Or-
leans. : '

From the Richmond ilef.

TOBACCO—EASTERN & WESTERN CROPS.
A gentlemvan residing in Charlotte frequently
sends letters of interest to the Norfolk editors.
The following from the Norfofk Herald of Wed-
nesday; will aftract the notice of commiercial men :

CarrorTe, (Va.) Oct 15, 1843
Gentlettien: The present year has beent a cheq:
jured ome fo the tobacco planter. winter was
unfavorabléand the oat crop was diminished one
half ¥n April we had oy James, and Dan, and

Staunton, a most _  that seri r
wjured the growiog crop of Wwheat, above the falls
of the rivers. Sl the wheat crop turned out anf
average one throughthe ?lﬂ, )ough particular
estates came off very b:‘&&- - what constitut-
ed the great and irreparable loss of the year was
}




