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SPEECH OF MR. BADGER,
ON THE ALAVERY QUESTION.
Delivered in the Senate, March, 18, 1850
The Senate having under consideration the
resolsitions submitted by Mr. Clay—
Mr. Budger said: Mr. President, it is not
surprisiag, sir, considering the subject-matter

he pallishers may eontinne to sondd them |
are

present day. 17 we separate wow, we doi
with feelings of mutual distrust and bitecsess

| his own separate advantage that course of b

part with ihe foelings of those who conside
themselves mutuslly wranged. A sense o

of one portion of one of the new conlederacies

and a sense, to the uther, of defiance and in
diguity.

stroy !

the States dn! supposing them w0 be divided
independent sovereignties.
wer that question 1n

hensive intellect, of a solid heart, and enlnrged

thus treats of the subject:

exist in any soparation of these Siates at the | institution alone which has brought u

Wailivide not by common consent, ns partners | cided views u . -
who ran no longer exrry o their joint busi- |tion and sentiments having been expressed | from such withdraw thyself.”
ness with mutusl profit, each 0  pursue for [ with great confidence by many gentdemen,

The question has been asked, What can it is not a sin.

and separated into  distinet subdi isions, or
Allow me 1o an-
the words  of one of
| the most eminent men whom my State has
ever pmdurml: a man of clear and ecompre-

and ardent patriotism; who shed a glory a-
round his native Stte, and whose name i!|||:n;wm:|'jl-n. no injunction aguninst it
held in just veneration by every one who|be found.

ackyowledges himsell a North  Caralininn.— | all the truth,
At another period of our history, the =me | which we find existing inthe world before and
question wus nxked. I o yeard TB3T and (at the'commencoment of the Jewish theocmey,
1822, it hnd beeome an iquiry—a subject of | ant only was not disapproved of, but expressiy |
disquisition in my own State—and the late | recognised, approved, and its continuance sanc-
Judge Guston. in an address delivered in 1832 [ tioned by the Divine Lawgiver of the Jews,

bolore the literary  socicties of the University,

“Throata of resistance, secesnion, separation,
hare become common sa household words, in the | [aw of Charity condemos the nstitution  of
wicked and silly violence of public deeluimers. The | "
publio ear is familiariacd, the public mind will soon |
be aconstomad to the detostable suggestion of  dis-
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in U-
Enlertaining very clearand de-
pon the subject of that institu-

t|the necessity of considering whether
, | mon s safe,

- | particulurly by the senator from New York,

siness in which he can best sneceed; but we | who sits on thas side of the chamber, [Mr.
Seward] a8 1o its nature and chamcter, con-

r

[l

sidered in & religious point of view; it being

injustiee’ snd oppression ranklos in the hearts | assumed ns 2 matter of course that that instit-

. ton itsell is utterly opposed to the spirit snd

-[law of Christianity, and that it must

#

us ’que;dum and strifis of words, whereof cometh | bound thercfore 1o sot thém

,envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings, perverse
disputings of mw of corrupt minds, and dosti-
| tute ofthe trath, supposing thut gain is godliness;

On this he has the following note:

“By ondering Tiwothy @ teach slaves teocon-
tinue withand u!m;_thuir mastor, the apostle bath
| shewed, that the Ulristian religion neithor altars
mon’s rank in life nor abolishes any right to
which they arn entitled by the law I natare, or
by the law of the country where they live. In-
| stoad of encouraging slaves to disohedience, the

st liberty."—
No such word is spoken. From that day
down, the chareh soted upon y the
principle—both  before aud sfier the empire
became Christian—the emperors from lime 10
time {eepecially the Ohristian emperors) by
interposing laws for the purpose of proventing
oppression and injustice W slaves, and  the
church by her excommunioations, sflfording
a restraint gpninst the burbrous umge on the
part of Christian masters,

Now, Mr. President, having an instinition

¢ taken | Grapel makes thism more faithful and cotfsclen- | amotiy o« so anclent, 50 sanctoned, sarely it

tobe in iisellmorally evil—evil allogether—and | tious.  And by swestening the tempers of mas | cannot be it i in itself, utterly uslawful and

|a"eﬂm~n of this view, [ maintain and en-
| deavor to establish, that whether the instito-
| tion of slavery be ennsidered as an evil or not,

1/the Disine law. It was said by the honora-
| ble Senator from Massachusetts, in the  poble
and able speech which he dilivered the other
day, that that iustitugion  had existed from the

|
/|
|u was expressed; and that, under the Gospel
wid o
I'hat is the trath, sir, but itis oot

It is elear that tlhus institution,

\\'h_\.. Me. President, if we disabuse our

' minds of the influence of previous opinions, |

| and undertake to inguire whether the Divine

| nate our own judgments to the teachings of

of the resvlutions submitted l’l)’ the Hon. Sen- | wnion. Calenlations and conjectures—what may | the Divine I‘““’ﬂ'i‘“ himself—there ‘f‘-'m- be
ator from Kentueky (\h-, L'hy‘) that there | the East do without the South, and what may the | Iut little doubt nsto the result at which we

L

should have been nwnrm snd even an exeited,
debate produced by them i this house.—

South do
proaches and revrimmin
fatal enid. Whateoon the

without the Esst—aneers, mennces, re-
cnr—all tend to the same |
ant do without the South! |

must arcive; and itwill be that which T have
siated.

Nor is it surprising, considering the variet¥ | wyat oan the Bouth do withont the East? -rh"wfrumlurrrug the inquiry—may allow some
of wpics emhraced in  those resnlution, that | may do much; they may exhibit to the curiosity of inward impulse or feeling to give intorprota-

there should have been a great diversity of|
sentimont among the members of this  body.
The delicate natare of the subject out of
which those  resolutions have grown—io
which directly or indirectly, they all relate—
famishes abun lant exeuse, and emnliuulirira-
tion, for the large amount of excitod feeling
and warmth, and asnimation of discussion,
bere and elsewhere. [ do not vise, Mr. Pres-
ident, with  view of saying anything which
shall tend 1o aggravate exeitement,” or at all
i lesmen the prosprets of an amicable pecom-
madation of the various matiers in  dispute,
pending  between  the different  portions
ofthis country. On the contrary, while I
shall express, with plainness and sincerity the
views whieh | entertain, [ shall endeavor to
avoil saying any thing whieh can give just
offonce, la the remarks which 1 shall sub-
il 1o the Senate, | shall endeavor o cultivate
in myself, and, wo far as  depends upon me,
in others, that - spiritof  mutal concessing,
compronise, and kind feeling, in which 1he
Unton_of the Suyges originated, and by eulu-
vating - which aloap can i he preserved.

There ean be no question that the wabjest

.. under the_copsiderytion of the Bonate is vast.
ly important. [t in in my judgment, as im-
portant as the value of the Union;and forthe
estymate of that value, | possess no adugquate

wors of computation.  To us, sx a people,
1 in, indeed, inestimable.  When, therefore,
uestions are moved here which  do, elther
ireetly or indirectly, involve the eontinuance
of this Union and the muintenance of the form
of government under which wo  live, I mum
eonsidor them of such transeendent importanes
a8 to be worthy of every exercise of the un-
derstanding of every mesiber of this body, and
as demanding from us all the excreise of mod.
eration, justice, eare, and conciliation, in or-
der 1o produce gnod and aveid evil.

In the first pluee, 1 eoneur entirely in what
has been so often said upon this floor, that
there can be no peacesble separation of this
Union,  From the very mature of the ease—
from the chameier of our instiwtions—from
the eharaeter of the eountry—Iirom the nsture
of government iself, itis, in my judgment,

ble that there cnn'helmlcmhlur .
ve coul ",

im
mr::l'ﬁb Union. Bur if
I agree eatirely with the honorable Benator
mh:hx“e:h“ that that state of Fp.:;im
which we might separate must be s il
ended—must terminnte in  intestine eouﬁicu,.
m wars. which, Irom the nature of the case,
could know no smicable termination, no per-
manent peace, but until the superiority of one
ur the other side in the eonflict should be
_an-ﬂ:.nly eslablishad, would admit of noth-
ing but hollow Uruces, in which each might
breathe from past exertions, and make prepar-
lﬂl'_.'h' future confliets,

tion of these States

into distinet confedoracies was thought of, snd
considered, and spoken of, before the adoption
of this constituion. At the time that the
question was before the Americon ple,

by the

couvention should be it wan then
spoken of. Iix yen, eertain con-
sequences, were reflerred to by the writers of
that admirable series of papers denominated
the “Pederulins;™ and T bog the indulgence of

we&!-uwmlm A very briel extrac,
m::) ing the views of those eminent men:

“If theso States shoulil
or ok in either be wholly disunited,

far :-m»ﬁ"" ho ean seriously
Wkt the mebelrstons tnds which ey migky o

teats with ench other. prosume & the lowest dogroe of probability, in avoiding

Sives for sach :anu.:-:::l.:jm danger and securing wafety. | eare not wheth-

w .:h lhthulztm umhnmwlﬂmhwhhl}lﬂ
continution for | g convulsion may be prodeced am

: -V - botween & nvmber af| 0550 of the different soctions of the  Usion

lﬁ would Be to the manoer in which mmh-. -dl;ull

cotrse of human events, be decidod b o any dan.

“{r“‘*’m 1..".“‘ Ror, an ,.u’nd-r , 88 men of lnzn'.n

this was o just view of the -d’v triotiam, as lovers of our country, |

wo are to the most anxious, eamest,

politicnl anatomiste, anl l.llvm;n

the world, the Vdisjecta membra’ —the sundered,
hlosding limba of a anece gigantic body, instinet
with life, nod strodgth and vigor. They ean for.
nish to tho philosaphio historian another melan-
choly and striking lnstance of the yolitical axiom,
that si] republican eonfederncies have an  inhevent
aned unavoidable tendency ?to diseolution,
will pressmt fields and oconsions
for leagues and loag
petty statesmen, the struggles of military chicly,

They

hua.
have proolaimed that mmm are mot it to govern
thamiel .84, and alied & dikastrona
hupes of rational freedom throughont the world —
a»r-::. in-his onde, proposed ne panishment for par-

ricade, tresting it as an impossible crime, Buch

—the dismemberment of our ‘fatherland ™

To me, sir, these sentiments convey a just
represantation of what will be the future and
unaveidable results of a separation of the peo-
ple of this eountry into distinet and indepen-
dentconfederacios.  And when [ look at the
proapect bofore us, it is one so dark, filled
with such breid forms of dread and evils that

b?ﬁnh Mr. President, if the evils resultin
from a dissnlution of the Union be of the kin
and magnimde which 1 have stated, is there
any Gunage?  Have we any reason, in the
present condition of the enuntry, to apprehend
that a digsolution may follow the action of the
Comgress of the United States gpon  the great
questions before us? Is there a  probability
thut aresult may follow any eourse which
Congress may think proper 10 take, any de.
cision to whieh they may eome, npon these
vexed and hurrassing questions! [ am not,
and never have bees—and trugt [ never shall
be, an alarmist. £ look to the Union  as the
polladiam, not enly of the general safety, but
of the individual liberty of the several parta
that eompase it. 1 will not undertoke o state,
sir, whatamount of hazard we might encoun-
ter of some domestie eon - ulsion: but that there
is more or less reason for apprehension—ithat
there is dunger greater or less—no man can
doubt who attends 0 what he  hears in  his
chamher and what he sees throughout the
eotintry.  The mosteminent. dhan belonging
10 this hodv realize that we fre i a situation
which reouires great skill and. dexterity io
the management of public measures; that there
is danger, that this Union, though incapable of
n pesceable separation, or, if peasceably sep.
arated, incapable of maintining between the
portion of which itis composed, for any length
of ime, harmonious relations, may yet expe-
rionve aonvilsions and violent separations.—
Whether the denger be greater or leaser—

looked upon as o small upon the other—if
there be any danger, however remote sny
reason, however small, to fear such results,
ton man with a pairiotic heart it fornishes
just the same ground of caution—just the same
motive for forbearmonce—just the same anuml
for the exercise of care and diligonce for our
preservation, as if the danger were immediate
or the case of fear great. We all realize
this in the ordinary transactions of life, If
a man has any reason to suppose, however
remoie the danger, that \he house in which
he is conegals a powder magazine beneath i,
he doss not wail 1o have demonstration of
the fant before he takes mensures for his secu-
rity. In all human affries we are obliged to
act upon a probable evidence, and to provide
o contingencies, snd (o respeet even

wfforts to secume  the  country,—
i i the subjeet, and

ity and wonder ufitillll w0 the

foregorder wars,
for th rigues of
for confisantions, insurrections aod deeds of darkest
They will glndiden the hearts of those whe

eclipse on (he

with nx, ought to he the crime of politioni purﬁmg

L willingly vlose my eyes upon it, and desire
ta helieve that it is impossible it should ever |

e

whether itis exaggerated on theone hand, or |

great law of eharity, and set up
our own speculations W regulate our Juilgment
of its foree and application.  We may thenee
be led 1o conelade that the institation of slave-
| ey is utterly unlawful; but in so doing we
present a melancholy  instance of the human
interpreter setting himself in direet opposition
10 thespractical commentary which the Divine
Lawmaker has given upon his awn law,

vitieus this passage:

“Xmd if thy brother that dwelleth by thee be wax-
en poor, and ba soll Wito thee, Thou ahalt not
ecompel him to serve as s bond servant. But ax’s
hired serernt, and as a sojourner, he shall be with
thee, nul ehall serve thos unto the year of juhilee,
unil then shali he depart from thee, both he and his
children with him, snd shall return unto his own
family, and unto the possession of his father shall
he roturn. For they wre my servants, which 1
brought forth out of the land of Bgypt: they shall
not be sold as bondmen.  Thoun shalt not rule over
him with rigor, bul shall fear thy Ged. But by
bomd and thy b iids, which thou shalt have,

thewn shall ye buy bondmen ssd bundmaids.  More-
aver, of the chilidrenof the strangers Lhint do sajourn
mmong you, of thewl shall ye buy, and of their fam-
Iiy:&ihnlii&wmﬂch they Mp-l JAn \'o;r
Annd; an X ! asion,. . .
STl ke TACE XS 6 Inboriounce £ T-yowr shikiren
aftir you, to inherit them for a possession, they
| shall be your bondmen forever; but over your breoth-
ren, the childen of lsrael, yo shall not rule over one
another with rigor."”

This is one among the many dircet, posi-
tive, authoritative approvals by God himsell
of the institution of slavery, existing at the
time of the Jewish theokracy. It 1s not a
mere wleration—a mere forboaranco 1o pro-
| it —=but an expross permiuirm to the Tsra-
elites, whom he condesconded 1o govern in the
| stead of & human ruler, to purchase of the
surrounding nations and of sirangers among
{them slaves, and to hold them as an inheri-
lance forever,

Slavery, Mr. President, was found, as mon- |
tioned by the honorable senator from Wasss-
chusetts, an existing institution at the time of
[t Gospel dispensation, and was spread
| throughout  the earth. What treatment did
||t receive from the founders of that Gospsl
dispensivn? 1t was approved—first negative.
ly, and then positively. First negatively,
becanse, in the whole New Testament, there
ig not to be fonnd one  single word, either
spoken by our Saviour or by any of the E.
vangelists or A postes, in which that instiwtion
issither direcily or indirectly condemned. And
also affiematively, To show this, T desire
to eall the attention of the Senate 1o two or
threa passages frum the episile of Bi, Paaul,
and W bring them forward, with a com.
menlary from one of the best men that
ever lived, as well as one of the most learned
divines, who spent his life between the years
1721 and 1700 in the kingdom of Seotland, who
never set s foot upon the soil where there was a
slave and never saw a slave. He gives his
opinions in o most uble work of his, entitled,
“A New Translation, Commentary, and notes
upon the Epistles” —not any hasty production
but the result of thirty years of his life ox-
pended upon this subjeet, which it is said was
five times written over by his own hand before
us publication. [ allude to the celebrated Dr.
MeKmght of the established Preshyterian
Chureh of Beotlund. |

In the introduction lo the sixth chapter of
the first epistle of Timothy, he thus expresses
himself:

“Bocanse the Inw of Mones (Exod, 21, 1) al
lowed no lsrackite tohe made & slave for life
without his own consent, the Judaizing teachera,
1o allure slaves to their party, taught that under
the Gospel likewise, involuntary slavery was un-
lawful. This dootrine apostln condamnod
have, asin his other epistles, (1 Cor, 7, 20, 21,
43; Col. B.ﬂ.]b&;ujuiniq Christinn  slavos 10

it mastors, whother they waore

\

rovelation, (
T siss

. ia the ‘aplads ‘refurmed 4o by
Dr. ' is in these worda:

“Let as many servants wider the
connt Il.d.rm master or ".d all hm.ﬁ
of Giod hmblnwh:

B
rg%
!
gi

£
|

E
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Now, sir, | find in the 25th chapter of Le-|

he of the heathen that arn reound about you; af'i

rmwmwx

| than furmerly; for in proportion as masters im-
bibe the true spirit of the Goespel, they will

| tFont their nlaves with humunity, and even give

| them their freedum, when their senvices merit
such a favor.”

| 1 ask the attention of the Senate to a briel

| It is in these words:
“Servants, be obedient 1o them that are your
masters according 1o the fesh, with foar and
{ trembling, in singlensss of your heart, aqunto

r"i“"t_ Iimr_’: that the fir«t writers "r_ I"‘“’"'} | Chrint; nor with eyesorviee, as men-ploasers, bat hnn’nlnp.
found it existing; thatin the theoeratic  gov-| pe (he servants of Christ, doing the will of God | eeognised by the religion we profess; as well
ernment of the Jews,no disapprobation of | from the heart, with good will doing serviee, a8 | g by the laws of the country in which wa

to the Lord and not to men;  knowing that what-
soever good thing any man dooth, the same
shall be receive of the Lord, whothier s be bond
lor free.”
| "Tho passage 14 thus pharaphrscd by Dy
MK ight i Commentaries—— e
“Aw the Guapel doos not caneel the vivil rights
of munkind, 1 say to homl servants oley your
| mastors, who Nave the property of your bady,
| with fear and tromibling, as linkle to Lo punished
| by them fur disobedience; oboy also from the in:
tegrity of your own dispomitioh, as ohoying
Chrint.
“Iho this, not merely when their eye ison yon,

slavery—and if in this inquiry we subordi- | or they are to examine your work, as those do |y, 1y

L whose solo care ix to plonse wen:  bot s bond-

| ten of Christ, dobng the will of God iu this mat-

| ter from the soul—that is, diligently,

| “With eheerfulness do your uty to your earth-
Iy muasters ne sorvants to the Lord Christ, forin

fore do not consider yourselves s servants to
menonly.,  And that yo may be nnpr.rtml under

the hardships of your lot, recollect that yonr re-
| ligion teaches you, that whatevor ool aetion

any man does, Tor that, though he shoull receive
| no rewand from me, he shall reosive at this juilg
wwent a revenrd from Christ, whother he be a slasve
or o freeman.”

I will trouble the Senate with one  more
quotation.  Itis from the third chapter of
Collnssians;

“Servants, obey in nll things your masters ac-
cording to the flesh; not with eyeservice, as mon-
‘[-lonnrri. but in  singlencss of heart fedring,

Jod; mmd whatsoever ye do, do it heartily as
to the Lord, and not unto men; knowing that of
the Lord yo shall rocsive the raward of the inher-
itanoo, for ve serve the Lord Christ.  Buths that
dooth wrong shall reccive forthe wrong whith ho
hath done, and there i no respect of persana.”

Dr. McKnight explains this passage in the
| following note:

“Though the word danlas praparly signifies a
wlare, onr Englizh transiators in all cases where
the duties of slaves are inculeated, “have justly
translated it servant; becsuss ancieptly the
Greoks and Romans bhad  searcely any servants
klﬂ slaves, and becsuse the duties of the
sorvant during the time of his seryice aro the
samo a8 those of the slave. S0 that what the
nportle-said.te the slaxe, waa in effoct said to the
hired sorvant.  Upon thess principles in transla-
tionn of the seriptures designed for counirios
where slavery is abolished and sorvants are free-
men, the worl dowlor, may with truth, he trans-
Lited & servant. In this, nod the parallel pas-
sage, (Ephesians, 6, 5,) the apostlo s very par-
ticular in his procapts to dlaves and lords; breanse
in all the conntries whore slavery was estabhish-
od, many of the slaves were exveedingly addicted
ta frand, lying, and stealing and wany of the
masters weze tyrapnical and oryel 1o their slayes,
Porhaps, also ho was thus particular in his pre-
eopts to slaves, hocause Jewsheld perpotual slave-
ry to be unlawful, and becinse the Judnizing
teachers propagated that doctrine in the church.
Bat from t"# spostle’s procepts it may be infarred
that if slaves aro justly acquired, they may be
lawfally rotained, as the Gospel does not minke
void any of the politionl rights of menkind."”

I
Now, sir. the institution which existed at
the time when Christianity was  proclaimed
was thus recognised aslawful, It was proper
slavery—perpemal  wlavery=a servitnde for
life, with the obligation of servitude trans- |
mitted to the descendants; and permit me to |
say, it wan nslavery far more hanl, fur moro
liable to reproach, far more deserving con-
demuation, than any thing that has ever ex-
isted in this country. It wasa slavery in
which the master had the power of life and
death over his slave. Tt was a slavery in which
hodily hardship was imposed upon the slaves |
of a kind and in a degree intally wnknown |
in any Stste of this republie,  The rurl|
slaves ofion worked in chaina, and wore usu-
ally wmed at pight inte one common recepla-
cle, in which eaeh had  hiv eoll, and there
detained until they were prepared 0 resume |
the lubars of the following day. [t was l]
savery in which the domestic servants were
sulbijects of every species of exaction from
hard and tyranniesl masters] whose hearts had
nat heen mallified by the bedfignant influen-
ces of Christianity; and of these domestics
they who probably had the hardest lot were
tho Tyre women, who waited upon the Ro-
man ludies, and who ofien reccived the se-
verest treatment for any wan! of skill and dex.
terity in srmnging the hair and dresses of their
lovely yet fastidious mistrosses, so as to display
their charms to the greatest advantage.
8o Christianity found this institmtion,
took it up as an existing relation of life.

It
I

denounced all oppression and erueliy, snd in.
culeated justics, forbearance, and humunity,
from the mastor to the slave, It  demanded

fidelily and abedience from the slave to the
master. It recognived exprossly that the
master‘und the slave might, without reproach,
ba both members of the same d‘mmg—dm

believing masters might have believing slaves;
and it enforced le: rebutive duties wpon
Gospel principles.  Why was it left 1o exist

in the amnll, if wrong in itsell? There was
no diffeolty st all about emaneipation. The
resirainis upon o wore few, and
lhpﬂiu“ol' eoial cades, The

rudﬂ.ud provision ﬂlul?llﬂm
persons under tw yoars

_wers the ehiafl restristions
the Chris-

thau for 81, Panl

olation,
N:'mqud
o havo said, “Sla

i3

hired |

e or P |1

nder such circumstances, “what ecan en- | w be tolerated only where we have no power | ters, and inspiring thom with benevolence, i | irreconeilable with the spirit and temchings
sug," o borrow (e language of the great|w put it down, | beg leave, though not exaetly | renders the condition of slaves moro tlerable | | oo divine religion. | cannot concoive, al-
English moralists, “but a continual exacerha- | germane to  the political discussion, to sub-
tion of hatred—an unextingwishable feud— | mit to the Senate a brief inquiry into the cor-
an ingessant reciprocation of mischief—~a mu- | ’
tosl vigilance to entrup and eagerness 1o de-

| ter considering the writings of the Apostles
|and the continued pretice of the ohurch,
| from iis earliest amd purest times, which re-
| rognise slavery asa lawfu' instituiion, and en-
foree the duties growing out of it wpan both

It is not in itsell a violation of | passage from the sixth ehapter of Ephesians, | master and slave, how we, who naw hald
wlaves, are 1o be put bovond the charities of

| our race as appressors anil robbers. N sin;
[no sir,  We stand upen  highey and  better
[ground.  We justily no injustice, ermuelty, or

We elaim that we have just nghts

[Hive, and that, for the possession and just use
| of them, we should incur no repronch here,
aml we hope we shall ineur none  herealter;
though we freely admit that the trust confid-

et 10, na i high and _an; impetail 900 6L S that pasiculac ofience i

the manner in which we discharge it, we musi
| give an account hereafier, not because we
possess or exorcise authority—ithat is right;
that is proper: that is not anti-religious—hut
for having been fuithless—wil faithless we shall
he found—to the great duties which the Gos.
| pel inciileatos as to the modes in which that
autharity is 1o be used, and the just restraints
d wpon it. )
I have not made these remarks beeavse |
[ suppose that they will produce convietion up-
[on the minds of gentlemen who take opposite
views; nordo | suppose that such conviction

But we may adopt a different mode | Gorving them faithfully, ye servo Wim; and there- | can bo produced; but 1 wish thosa gentlemen

to understand that we do notstand in the lighs
| of flagrant robbers and oppressors, who have
| no apparent reason and justification for our
conduet.  To my mind the lawfluluess of this
nstitution, in the Christian point of view, is
elear, demonstrable, demonstrated, Genile-
| men may may: “We do not agree; we have
[ the idea that that great law of charity, which
says, *do unto others as you would that others
should do unto you,' forblds you o hold a
slave,”  He who gave thatlaw of charity un-
| der the Old Tosament, and who explained
and enforesd it under the New, did not declare
[ such a judgment; and therefore what I want
|1m|cdum and enforce from it is that the wui-
| most that can be said by our northern  friends
is, that this isa case not free of difficulty, in
! which difference of opinionmay, withoul just
offence, be entertnived; and hence that no
unkind feeling, no prejudico should result, be-
cause we take 3 view of this subjeet which
does not meot their approbation,

Mr President, in 1 excited times, itis
very difficult to got a calm and quiet consider-
ation of snything ecnnected with this subject,
_\vl’v atwention is almost daily arrested by mis-
representations with regard 1o légal enactments

il with regand 60 (e IOV whRIEN Tive
dierated thess crmetmonts,
il men wore so carried away by  the impulses
| growing out ofthis agitting subjeet, that they
lose all charitable consideration for the motives
of others, and even prompt to suppose that
whatever is done is done for a wrong end, or
under a wrong impulse. Now, deem it
pru;nvr-—llmn;l atother timea such matiors

1',-.\'mddnot bo.worthy .of any. consi

1o notice ene or Iwo  minrepresentations with
regard 10 my own Buate, of whoss laws |
happen to know something, aswell as of the
habits and charaeter of her inhabitants 1 do
thin because overything which impresses up-
on the general mind of our gorthern. fellow.

| eitizens that we are a heartless, exncting, un-

jus:, mereiless race of peaplo, has & most un-
happy effeetupon their disposition and feelings
to vanls us, which re-act upon our minds; and
this is eontinually fomenting und increasing
these sources of disquiet and alienation, which
every patriot mium regret and should desive 1o
remiove.

I aaw the o'her day, accldontally, in taki
up a newspapet, a noteappendad to 2 spooe
dolivesed in another placc, In this note 1 found
these passages:

“Nore oy Ma. Masx . ~0On ropairing to tho Law
Libary, to ascertain which party was r‘ight in re.
ganl 1o the ahove diff of apinion, the |
hobk 1opened contained at leastthres cnses where
the eourts were anthorizad to stntence a slave to
e trn toed for the commlson of W 68666
fue which s man most be unconditionally hung,
{Soe North Carolina Hoev. Stat, vol. 1., chinp, ll{.
50, 38, 30.,) OF courss, tha reanon of this dif
forenca i the peeuninry valos of the slave. Hung,
he would be worthless; transported 1o Cuba, ho
might hring five hundrsd doliars.”

“But laws which punish ‘six or sight,’ or ‘sight
or ten,” any other number of offences with death,
whan committed wlaves, while the same of-
fenoe receives o mikler Ity when commitied
by whites, or laws d the banellt of elergy
(where that relio of barbarisuf wtill provails) to o
ulave, whila it ing-sated to s white man, are sure-
Iy among the greatest atrocities recorded in the
llit;n"wy i'.u\'i " mo.l"; e i

ow, eir, | would not be willing to suppose
the g-ntleman who pennod lhn;'pln‘ﬂphl
capable of willingly misrepresenting an indj-
vidual, much less the whele poople of 8 State
of the nion; but sa carried away waa lie by
the Iuhieel, that he dovsnot perecive that his “of
courne,” in the first passage, munifests a mont
uncharitable deduction; and  ho does not per-
eoive that what ho ways in the second parse
in in direct confliet and inconsisiency

with the first. I the logislature of & southern
Sute itsn slave to be tranaporied for
moﬂmh which a white man W put to
dmﬂq-'ﬂh."lthm’d.*lunhbhndrtw
i i Justice to money.”  And if

mshmmdnﬁ.ud not the white | |

man, “llore is an instanes of the
of mankind,” Now, witl

subsisting in the southern States of this lfniun._

Itwonld - seem as

i the
e

| grave charge of seerificing  the principlés ol
Justico to the base ealoulations of pelf, he would
have bouked o e fanher min the origi ot |
thislaw, and he would have disovered that,
in the preamble of the arigpiaal law, ominedin
the rovisal, the mosive in set out, which s,
avoid an u . shedding of blood, by en-
abling the eouris, afler a safficient exanple has
boen made, 10 give sentenee ol wansportation
odly. ‘The . therelore, is evidont: in
the first place, to punish with death the leaders,
those whostir and foment this insurcostion,
and withs jost considomtion and himanity to
withdraw that panalty  feom subondinates in
guil, while the safety of the State is consult.
od by romoving them ont of the Unitstl Stdtes,
Apd il the gemleaian whia wrowe this nots bal
not akipped aver, in his eitation, the 38thsoc
ton of the same revised statute, he woukd haye
found the extrome care which the legislature
wok 1o avoid any  hasty  eonvietion of slaves
charged with such offences.  1he logislature | That
know it was o subjeet apon whicl the pub- | esfion of feeling hotwoen . the
Lis mind was likely 1o beeome exaitid; aind thas | South, . Widhesit ity avery atieosptie
section provides that where the twatimomy of | agitating queation will be as insetn
blacks shaldl he reveived, farthe of ing as o howwe boily withonta =
convioting the slave, such testimony :E:l.lrnut auoa. This isa quastion
be deemed suificicor unless it in supporied by 1 mand founded  apon. the ey W
other and pregnunt cirmumstances, uniting o | ot a matier of guestion or debate.
prodaee conviction of guill To I fiiida of the janvibing in the consiitution, frve Lemn
Jury who may have charge of the offender. No, | duflienlty, or disputs, i in th lbll
sir, no such u.m;reduliull asthe writer ofthis| gives us a right w0 have oue giuves.
note supposes.  Amd the reason why in my | ored to us, I the cofstituion gis
why in my oretlo us, Af M OOGeSAUR
ibly by death to the white min, isobvious, A | right todemand an effectnal | bill lo, eat
white man who jeins in_sach an insurrection | the designs of the eonstitution pe
stands without exeuso; and is neeesssrily ating- [5a Gir as bhpman means will y.
leader. Heo inpot a porson imposed upon, |  Now, Mr. President, Ldesire 10 sag nfow
but imposing upon others; and the legislature | wirds upon the subjoot of thiy it
wisely und jusily determines that nodiseretion- | should bo, what istho remedy which pll.
ary modification of the pynishment should be | n right o asky and which the ! d
lelt in rogard to him, when engagod in sueh an. | anties fo us, i s .
insurrection aKili_luz the.pescsund lves nl‘lhu; In the fipstplaces L remark Mm‘ e
community, Bul, sir, the whole lngislation of | of the eonstitution sesigned 1o carre oug this 3
my State—I| do not mean to distinguish batween | principlo—upon which tkix paet of the et
that and other Southern States; | speak of her | tution wus founded —thai, ;
beeauso | know what ber laws aro—is mark- | existed under o
ed by the extromest care fdr the lives of those | wtill be considored us oni 10 this
slaves who are unfortunate enough fo be charg- | each should roposo, entice. 2l baolate
ed with capital offenven,  They aro triad Ly | doaes in the integrity. and capusity of the
the mame tribunal hat tries the white man.— | diciul tribusals and logislation of asery,
They havo . a right to counsel, if not retainad | Sue w uduinister justios i ey
by the owners, assigned by theoourt,  Thay | cirigens and auljoets, and 3 ]
have a right  challenge 35 jurors perempio- | with ngand o fugitives from ssrvieo an
rily, and to be asisted in theso chal'e:yges | tives from justice thoro shauld be s i
by their counscl. They can appeal 16 the | obligation 1o restors the sespeotive fi
supreme court; and in order o give them the | the jurlsdiction from whish thoy s
largest security that in attainable againat im0+ | make thom  gmenable in overy -
per influences, and the benefit of every "safe- | dotormination of that jurisdiction; »
?muul inst impropat couviction, whele any | cases stand upon. the same fopndatio A
recholder is eom t 1o sit upon the trial of whrﬁinmﬁd"umbc governed by ghe _same
mysell for my lifo snd doath;no freeholder prinviples, T i
who is not also o slaveholdér is & compeient|  Tha provision of tie donsiilion
jurorto pass upen the life ofa slave. - tives-from gusticetn-in thesoowordss - "
Now, Mr. President, | wish it 1o be distinet- | wy poesan charged In any Slato wh
ty understood—it is lorthatpurposs | have | o a0 fram fi
broughu this subject forward; it is for that purs | and ba Sand in another Siate

g0 baek again 13 oust
| cosinTy 1
the Alrican race lugre, in |
upan our L Blate |
Just a g much involyed in i
it hieena wa

arims-—(.xilinq:
Iu;nzn lha,n :
A cight o
rf;-f.d.anmn?' 2ons, i relye
subjoot of slgvery!  Biing an exi
::‘.n-':::.ln:;hlmu“ :
ing ULy hecessry  TRilA
as any humag 1 ba b ! al
jor m’) humuawwm?h: '.
taust continue—what have wo a p
[rom onr, fii
vy we v o

rlu th:: ﬁ;ll.t '
effectual bi the rocap
tlio st the. faungdat
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that

pose | have notiead the note w which I have | oftho oxechtive authosity of
callod the attention. of the Sonato—that the in- ! delivered

forences drawn from our legistation, me woll as
fram detachsdexpr und inexlontal ol ey o om
servations contained in law reporis, to which 1| gronn o hy
alluded the other day, are very well ealealated | wy arbiiesry seibunal, inotin & +brich and prope:
Tloeing from it ! 0w

1o mislead the mind apd o produee very un- | er ponss, flosing jwative; set, wil
just, and eonsequently | unfavorable, in%m-*ln aftlis &:ﬁt'ﬁ-:q _ﬂg? o
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rHction shall be takon to lave thy espanity
i ty to dotermin oflre 1
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cont, ha is to be treated ax u fugitivi
As o Dgitives feoui sarviie, the

Permit me just 10 read a marginal note of p
casn decided in North Caroling no longer ago
than the month of June lasty where s slnve waw
charged with the murder ofa white man, aid
had been eonvicted of that offenco inaeourt of
law. His easo was brought 1o the supromie
cuurt upon exceptions to the Judge's charge be-
low; and they <myun-reversed, ami %
‘new trial grantods —This is the mongined note;
siating the prineiple laid down by the suprems
eourt: -

“Ifn white man wantonly inflicks upona slave,
ovor whom he has no nuthority, n severs Llow, or
ropeatad blows undor unuwial ciremmstancen, | %
andthe slave st the lustant strikes aml kills, withe
oul svincing, by the moeans used, ab winkods |4
noss or croelty, e is only goilty of mansinaght-
er; giving dugweight W motives of poliey and the
neceskity far waborilioation,

“The sano principle of otenuation applisy to |"4¥
tho beaton slave's comrado vr friend, whe s pre-
wanit, aned instantly killstho sssailant, without, in
liko mannoer, by the means usoid, evincing grosy
wickednéss or eroelty,” "
Now, Lthink I may safely challenge tho world
10 show n more tender considerstion for e |
passions and feelings of a human being than is
mianifested by that wise, modorite, umﬂﬂ-! rule
which the supremoe court lma Iaid dow
whicl the lifo of an unfortunats slved wak
savedl, who, smmarting under groas Il
had ugml thie intint takes the life of o whils | o
min, and with 8 wespon Iikely to kill,  Sie}
we ought to understand=-1 wish our norfhern
friends to understand, that, in- dealing with
this subject, they are not desling with jnhus
man relations of society exi AnuNg & save
age rnpln, hut with an iusfitution existing in
s Christian land, in which slaves ape nll;f by
Christian masters, ln which their condivion s
mi by the tion of the prinsiples
of Christianity, and therfore there should be
no state of mind among  our frignds  of the
North, npan another and minskon
supposition unjust o us, and  which, at this
partie mﬂ. i caleulated 1o produce
very oun resulin. i
But then, sir, slavery must be remembored
and looked at insnothér point of vigw. tis with
wa “afixed facy' the i of itls 3 matter of
no sort of impartanes fn inquiry how this
n'ﬂ::h to be desltiwith. Iw the origin of
A A

uly hero, ws far an antion
in mﬂ. have imanwwmphiul o

guinst the northern country, before our revole-
tion,  As faras individosl conduet s conooens- |
ed, the differonice between ourselves und

provides

o e

un rh i \
MI!\.MMI" from
bt shiall ba dolivarsd up ot
whom sueh sorvice ¢




