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REPORT OF SECRETARY OF NAVY
Navy Deranruxxt, November, 20, 1851.

Sm: The following ia the annusl report of
the public service under the supervision of

thi* Department :

‘The former orgunization of the vessels
emploved in  active service on the ocean
inin oz aeparate squadrons has still been con-
unued.

The Home squadron, vet under the com-
mand of Commodore Parker, consiswm of the
steam [rignte Saranac, Commander Pender-
grast, bearing the broad peadant of the com-
modore ; the slaop-ol-war Albany, Command-
eor Plaw; the sloop Decatur, Commaniler
Green , the sloop Cyane, Commander Paine,
and the steamer, Vixen, Licutenant Commind-
ing Smith. The vessels of this squadron
have been engaged in  cruising smong the

West India Islands, and along the econsts of
the Caribbean yea and of the Gull of Mexi-| ¥’

eo. ‘The commander of this squadron hav-
ing been ordered 10 the north on special ser
viu, was nol 1n pcmliuu U prevent the late
| and disastrons expedition teom the port

of New Otleans aguinst the Tsland ol Cuba,
bat, hamening thither under the orders of the
Department, he was commendably active in
preventing any repetition of theoffence, whilst
at the same time affording protection tn Amer-
ican interests i that quarier, and giving as-
suranee thataohe UnnterdtSoes would in Ellﬂfl
funth observe thoir wreary  obligations and the
law of nations. Commander Plat, com-
mandiog the Alhany—which happened 10 he
in the port of Havana when the expedition
landed—deserves also the commendaton of
the Departmrn for the propriety and drelica-
ey with which he sequitted himsell in the
srying duties of his command, for his vigi
lanece and industry in procuring and transmi-
ting early and correct information of tha pro-
gressof evonts in the island, and his humani-
ty in visiting and interceding for the deloded
persons who, i violation of the law of their
country, hiad bren induced 1o embark in an ad-
venture of mich serious conseguence.  These
occurrences at the south detained the vessels
of this squadron from u cruise to it northern
limits, which was commenced and proceeded
m a8 faras Havane when the invasion of Cuba

lace. »

The Mediwwrranean squidron, Commodore
Morgan commanding, consisted of the fAng-
ship the razee Independence, Captain James-
won ; the steam-frigate Mississippi. Captain
Long, and the frignie Cumberlund, Cuptan
Latimer.

In June the lntter vessel returned, by order
of the Departments to the  United Siates, and
upon her arrival the officers were detached
and the crew diseharged,  Kince that tima.the
Independence, with the commandurin-cliel
on honrd, has visited Trieste and other [rirts
within his commund, amd the Mississippi
has been generally employed in active cruis.
ing.

In eomplinnee with a resolution of Con-

= gress 4o that etfect; ordrrs were i ifué sdanii
sent to the communler of the squadron, di-
recting this vessel o be heldin readiiess o
eed to the eonst of Turkey and receive

on board the distinguished [lungarian, Gar.

_ emor Kossuth, and his peancintes i exide, sl
convey them o the United States, o soon as
information should be received from the A-
merican Minister at Const ple that they
had obuined the Sultan's pernission to em-
bark. She seeordingly took on board, at the
Dardanelles, in Septembuer, the illustrious ex-
ile and his family and party, in number sixty

raons, hrought thom on the homeward voy- |

age 1o Gibralur. Here Governor Kossuih,
having determined w visit England, took pas
sage in & mail sieymer for thatcountry, intend
ing-to-eome-thence by w like conveyance o
the United States, and the Miswissippi s viled
with the remainder of her pavaengers direet
1o New York, where she arrived early in No-

vember. .

The Todependence being the only vessel
remainiog in the Mediterranesn, and, from
ber large deafl, unsuited for winter eruising in
that sea, this considerntion, together with the
fact that the enlistment of her crew and the
term of the commander of the squadron will
axpire in the ensuing spring. indueed the

rtment W reeall her plsn, snd ardees

1 &lféri were despatehed in October.
The new steam-Irigate San Jacinto, destined
for the squadron on the coast of Brazil. is

paring with all practieabls expedition for
oea, and will wail in a few days for the Med-
ilerranean, 0 watch over our interssts in that
quarier uniil the arrival of & new squadron

in the spring.

i
he squadron on the const ol Afrien cone {

tinned under the command of Commuodore

Giegory until the month of May, when, af-
ter an enargetic and efficient servieo an that |

niation, he was relieved, snd it was transforred
to Commodora Lavalette,

Germumown, the flag-ship of the squadron, |
Commander Nicholas; the sloop Dalo, Com-
mander Pearson ; the sloop Joho Adams Com- ’

Perry. Lieutenant 'to our squadron in thut region.
Commonding Foote ; the brig Porpoise, Lito- |

mander Barron ; tle brig

tenunt Commanding Lardner,

‘These voasels have been assiduoisly am-
ployed in the dutios of their eruise ; and the
another year justifies the con-
expressed in my lamt annual repory,

abservation of
elusion
that the wigilancs
: rica, ::;u*"m

a hat it is mow carried ;
on the sowh coast, more thnr " -1;:.“'!

{- - miles distant from the weidion st the Cape
established and meintaiged

e
conclurion of the treaty of W ashi
ton, in the year 1843, Y g

the ex

b

g

and aciivity of this squad- |
ron, together with that of Great Briuin:ql:aw
on tl:a. went coasl

This result '!:‘l led 1o the eonsideration of
r'lur removing the depo of sn
ihe squadras down the russt o h':.-
de int do
1

point g the sowth
inhibition by Beazil

RALEI

siderable numbers, for many years past, md‘rtn verified by their explorations many facts
by strengthening the lquadt-an ‘on the coast of | before unkonown 1o science, but indieated in

NORTH CAROLINA---“Powerful in intelleetus], moral und physical resourees, the land of our sires and home of our affections”

GH. WEDNESDAY MORNIN(

! According to the authority conferred on the
[Ilrparmmm aod an appropristion of & sum

| Brazil, and requiting of itn vessels periodical | the course of the investigntions carried oo at|not exeveding £80,000 for tha ohjeet, & con-

robably be more effectually checked than by
Enpmg' up the squadron on the African coast;

the vessels of the Home squadron will suffice

ehanye ]-.rnpnu-l] of this squadron.

{0l the squudron, Captain
| sloop-of-war Jamestown,

ant Commanding Thaweher.

has Leen ordered o returm w0 the Uniled
alpa, |
| The general dutios assigned 1o this squad-
| pon, A ving protection to our commoeree and
Linterests hetween the mouth of the Amason
| river and |f;|pv Hurn, in pfv\-rnlinq the use
of the Ameriean flag 10 eover the Afnean
Putrve teade, sl e enforemp our neatral righte-
| and relatons in the state of hostilines which
have long prevailed between the Argentine
| Republie and the Banda Orental, anid more
recenily beiween the former and Brawd, ap-
pear-wr-tigve Tewn gealously sand r.inhl'ul{:\- ]
performed ; and the reports of s commander
are quaile satisfactory,

| 'Ihe Pacifie squadron, Commodors Mellan.
ley eomimnanding, consisis of his fag-ship, the
frigate Rarvan. Commander MeKean ; the
frigawe St Lawrence, Captain Dulaney :—

Magruder; Vandalin, Commander Gardner; |

| Fulmouth, Commander Pearson ; Vincenoes, | . At the instanee of the Executive Commit- { that the United Stntes shoald apportion their | focted tn giving prompiness and vigor w the | nearly one hundesd trials of enlisted men b

!visits to the enast of Africa, the traflie ean [the Naval Observatory, eoncerning the wids | et was coneluded with Messrs. Wells and

and currents of the ocean, and to which re- | Gowan of Bostan, 10 remove the wreek of
ference was made in the instructions for the | the steasm-fngate  Missouri lrom the Bay of

while, in regard to the Spanish West ludies, | expedition.

| Gibraltar for the sum of 59,000, Seeurity

In thiis expedition the officers and men were | was aken for the fulfilment of the contrget,

South Beas,

Mr. Heary Grinnell, the owner of the vee-
wels rm[‘lu.\'f-d by Lientenant e Haven, lina |
generoualy offered them for another ervoise in !
search of Sie Johin Franklin, shoukd Congress
think proper 1o suthorize a second expedi-

L,

~"Fhe act.of Congress- of -Maseh—3,- 1840,
authorized the employ ment ol tiree mnall ves-
sels of the gavy an esling new routies on the
ovean pokited onl by the Superiniemlent of
the Observatory, on his \r!ngl_ .\:_|||_ current
choris, anid in calleeting infarmation 1o enable

him to perfeet these cliars,

of the g Dulphin, as aleesty  mentioned. Lo tlie geadual inerrase of the nay

10 prevent the use of our flag for its pr:smc-jall volunieers.  In its prosecutioie. diey en- | and the contractors are engagod in the wark
ton among them. The climate of the ﬂfﬂwru"“l"r"'t the grealrst 'l'-"\g"" and h‘l"-hl"[‘"- with no doubt, on their part, of snecess,
can shores is nowriously insalubrious, and | To mention & single example, their vessels
the health und comfort of the officers and | were eaoghin by the iee and frozen up m the | Jireeted to be built by e act of Congress |
crews wuuld be greatly promoted by the open seu. In this perilous situation they were |approved March 3. 1847, the Saranac was
| ronfined for nine months, amd drifted 10 and | put in commission during the last vear, the
T'he squadron on the constof Brazil, Com-| fro in the ire for more than a thousand miles. | Susquehaunah and San Jacine during the
modore McKeever still being in eummlnd.| By the skill of the officem, and the merey t)‘[ present, and the Powliattan remaine unfinish- | val officer emmpared to that in the army is ex-
ennsinte of the fngnte Congress, the flag-ship | 1 superinteoding  Prodvidence, they were re- | o,
n Melutosh ; the | leased from their cold imprisonment, and re-
Captain Downing ¢ stored 1o their country and friends—not a|
the brig Buinbridge, Lieuienant Commaniling | man haviog been lost on the expedition.— |
| Manming ; and the storeship Reliel, Licuwen-| They have received no other pay than would |
Orders, howev. have been their due on a eroise w !\_n]ll.-g or
er, have been despatched directing the Baine | the Levant; and 1 respecfully suggest that |
bmiy{' to relieve the Ilr!g Ferrv, o the African ihr‘y be allowed the same [iay and emolu- |
mlu.hlrn‘m. which, owing 1o !‘.Iu‘ approsching | mens thut were grasied 1o those in hke o=i-
termingtion of the enlistment of her crew, tons i the lae explonag expedition 10 the |

OF the four war-sicamers, rated as frigates,

the {'ulllr
expacied that shie witl he ready for sea in the |
eourse of the ensuing spring, The I’Ilhnu!

eeenly unidergone  extensive alierations and

repairs, anil are earh niarly prepared for sor- |

the Prnecion,

elaxa,

The steam-lrigate Mississippi, in her I.mgl

veasel and her ecew reflects the highest eredit

. DerESsark.

i, DECE
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the line of promouon, [who must pesds be
removed by defilhy, in the course of a few
vears,) and the'gradk of second lientenant in-
terposed between Them and that of &t Jiou-
teaant, all of whioh could be arranged with-
ot adiding 10 the number of officers below
the rank of commander now in the serviee, it
would not only be an improvement in the
proportions of the ditferent grades, but would
exert a choering influence on the yougger offi-
cers, who are now doamed ta linger in the ins
lerior geade ol passod midshipmen, unyl the
ardor of youth™ is passed, and professional
distineuon bas lost- much of s sttrction. -
The series of pramotions held ot 1o a na-

4, 1851

Mensueos have beon taken 1o r-,\pnhlr- l'n"r:lulj,,"ll\' Lissniend, without lnl\ing mto the lr-lil.fpf'ml the sule
teton of this vessel, and 1t e now [ eount brevet rank, wifh fehich distinguished { from - disamer st wen, as well an the honof

And

service i the latier may bo rewardod.
he regarded |

these adiditional gradrlt'ulmnl bt

anl Allegheny. sieamers of the first olues, have | ag new aljee of hope, and new incentives | wrongs, must by kept under wholpsome ree

tw ambition among the aspirants i the naval
service.  For reasons similar 1o the foregoing, |

viev s and steps have been taken to rebuild | as well ax others of groat eageney, 1 repeat | ing no superiluons men, t
o ewamcry alw, of the Grst) the recommendation formerdy made 1o elevate | without injury, spare from dmly duty those

the raaks of the sorviee by legalizing that of |
eommodore and establishing two afficors of |

nt,

erwise of near two vears ansb-a hall i the | rear-admiral.  As o reward for the gallant | even if that wore the appropriate punishment,

Mediterranean. uniderweni nn repairs exeept conduet of some of thosa surviv ing veterans | o way nuthing of woakening the ship's enm-

such oy were effeeted on boand, but vet retane | who, more than a thind of a cenliry ago, il- pany h}' thiz Process, and the il‘l‘lpu)u:linn up-

ed hee entire efficieney an a nmol-war, and | lusieuied our sems in contlicts on the ocean, | on goad men of double duty. and the menial

the grurmal eondurt and  managoment of the | and us o stimulant o others 10 emulate their service of waiting on effenders while thuwime
cx i plo, diese s posor-ramkorwouic b geies- Tprisoned.

on-her-eommrder. SHE Will Be transicered | ful distnouins on the pastof the Gavernment, | The convequences of the change hive been,
to Plobudolphing tor the purposs of tesiog the aml the position we oceupy among the nival | thus fir deteimontl 10 the service, snd, it is
doek at that nuvy vanl, and o umlerzo sueh and commercial posers of the warld renders | apprehended, will beeom
[repaies and mprovements as may be found | thelr immediae recognition a_magier of M.llponlil_\' somedird,
ttonmted poliey,
Hasing taken oecasion a year sinee w ro- | ployed near the heod of the Departinent in | it is foand impoagible 1o keep the men an bissrd
Aflier the retoen | view the legislouon ol Congress in n-l‘.-:--nra'\h-hm;hm. i the dispostion awnd suparvi- | wntil 2 proper muster, exercise at quariers,
yo atrd to | wion of the personnel of the Navy, und the | and ingpection have wken place, which are

With one sueh ufiicor em-

e

to obstinate, indoleny, or vicious men, rome of
whom will perhaps be foond in every ship's

pany, notwithstanding any peecavti
enlistment, it is not & sulficient remedy 10 oue
force the performance of positive duties.  [n
eivil life no provision is made by law for the

L

[ apecifie fulfilment of eantracts o duties, except|

in a few equitable canes, where the time of
performance is not matarial,  The only remes
dy for lailure, in all others, is hy indemnifien-
tion in mopay, W bo awarded by courts of jus-
tice, beld at periods regulaied by ewvenience
of the community.  In military aflairs, at sex
ar on land, it i e otherwise.  Time, a8 well
av alaerity in performance, are of the very
cesence of the contract, and  upon them may
ty of the ship and eompany

of her fing,
Agoin, theft, wnlawful violenee, and ather

straints, l|_\' the terror of pun'llhmt'm. nl sea as
well us on shore, But ruhlic ship. earey-
e serviee eannol,

who commit offences daring the fime noces-

in hi vmlﬂ which is
of l ’l”:- l‘:lm

motive power in the

priations herstofore hin expe
in respéetio the Bl hiy wlys
wot forth o his lotter, which is Saneze
My predecessor bronght w0 the nnth
Congress, in his annual report b
ber Lst, 1848, the contract of My,
Siwveos for building & war-steamer 1o
nod shell proaf, whieh he con D
been abandiped by the crntracior, and
lonzer obligalory on the
redflirmed by new logi
docision, [ direcied certaia ! !
f;mm.-mu-m d withthe
means of the Government, o be sold ; | :
the request-of Mr, Siévens, wu he o
der, until ho should huve, fufihet ‘
10 subinit his case 10 the détising)
and it is therefure comb

eration. )

The line of -«%:- o Now
York and Liverpool edy n
ll:.‘éﬂ:;:' i:llle speed of jw M: o]

sary for their punishment by impri

€ more serions unless

When vessols arrive in port, afler & eruise,

the n, and the Postmastor Genoral
tified this Department that ho deemed it ox;
diant 10 increame the seevice of . thin liny
twenky-six trips in the year lnkmat] pf twes
in other wonds, 1o ene irip every g
“n 1iiEise ol pay pro rata upon

eampensation. ‘ahe subjeet will be
presonted to the considerauon of Coy
The number of stenmars on this. fine
uima s fpiz ouly, s 06 rputated f
the enntract with the owners,
Under the provistons of an act

seasion of Congross 1o that elfeet,

o

she was fitteid out sud detailed on this serviee | demonsuate that no system of naval poliey | other stationed at San Franeisen, with power | the meuns adopied o ascertain whether offi-
wider the commumd of Laeutenant 8, P, Lee, | had been adopted  defining the number and | 0 ssue orders w onr squaidrons in the Pacific | cers have done theie doty in kooping their
an officer of great experience and aml intelli- | desenpion of ships supposed 10 bo required | and Ching sess, as well us to all officers ro Lahips and erewn in effsctive eondiion. Al
geoce ae a surveyorand hydrogeapher; and by the wants of the eountey, | esteewn is now | siding west of the Roeky molnitains, suliject | independently ofaumeraus eases of delinguen-

from the eruise.

the sloops-of-wzr 8t Mary's, Comoander | interesting snd valuable results are expeeted [ only voeessary 1o remark that, while 1 do not | w genersl dirsetions amil suporvision feom e | oy averlooked

ot disposed of by dseharge,

concur in the policy  somelines advesated, | Depactment, mach it is. believed could be ek| honorahle or dishpnorable, there have hegn

| Compander Wudson ¢ Portsmouth, Com- ] ter of citizens of the United States desiring | naval vossels and foree to those of the navies | service in the remote regions of tho warld, in

mender Dorin; Warren, unseawarthy and | send forward specimens of the productions | of the prineipal nations of ¥
used ax o storeship s the steamer Mussochu- | of American genius, skill, and labor w0 the | hy possihility they sy have eollisions, we | relioving inferior officors from difficulties and
setis, Lieutrnant Cammonding Knox; the | Great Industeial Exhibition in London this | should by no means omit 1o avail onrselves of | reeponsibilitics arising from-unforeseen eveni | th
1'.|||r.-h|l: f.rnu‘hm, Laeutenant ‘_'umu}i“dm( year, the fngal.: Si. Lawrence was, wih the fall the ids aforded h'\' science und r]p(-ri-'
approbasion of the President, despatched thi- | ence i the tmprovement of anr naval estab-
ther from the pore of New York, under the |lishment, and wt the same time enlarge our
eommand ol Commander Sands, o teansport | caparities for inerease fo any neediul extent

'Ranford 1 wnd the storeship  Beuthumpton,
Lientensat Commanding ‘Turner,

| T'he frigate Savannah, Captain Page, re-
,crnrl‘\'n-uumea{mm this station, i conseqmence
of the expiration of the time of serviee of her
Jerew, and the 1Mal this-supposed-- 1 ba
‘ikewise on her howeward voyage.  Theso
will be replaced respectively by the [rigate
St. Lawrenceand the sloop-ofowar Ports
mouth, about to proceed o the Pacifie.

The several vessols of this squudron have
been canstantly and usefully employed in ap-
propriate setvice.  U'he fag-ship and the Vin-
cennes have visited the prinetpal porw on the
American cosst. feam Oregon o Cluli. The

Vandalia has-meade-severad vizie"5 tie Sand-

wich Telunds at provds wlhien the presence of |
s man-ol-war was highly essenticl 1o our in- |
wrests 10 that Kingdom : and the Falmouth
and St Mary's, m addition 10 woehing =t
porte on the mamland and the Sumdiwich Is-
londs, have extended their emising o e |
Boerety, Marguesne and Fejee. Lalands.

Vhe necossity of maintaining, at all times,
an  effective fleet on that ocenn, and of adapt-
ing our naval laws and system w0 the new re-
quicements of the serviee, in cousequence of
our seilements i Californin wnd Uregon, was
urged i my lust anousl communication, and
canuol o early enguge the stwnuon of Con-
gress,

The squadron for the Esst India and China
seas, Unmmodore Aulick commanding, com-
pretiends hin flag-ship, the steam-frigate Sus-
quetannah, theslonpsol-war Plymouth, Com-
mander Kelley ; Soratoga, Commander Walk-
er; and Marion, Commander Glendy. The
two vessels last-named are on their station ;
the two former ure on the voyage oul.  The
Marion will be relieved on their arnival, and
rewurn home by way of the Cape of Good
Hope, bringing, it is expecied, valusble varie.
tiew of the seed or oot ol the sugar cane, and
also of the tea-plant, colleeted under the or-
ders of the Depariment lor distribution in the
sections of our countrv adapted 1o their cul-
tivation.  The Dulphin, Llﬂ"?ﬂ:llll Cam-
manding ‘I, J. Page, which had heen attaclied
10 this syusdcon, reiarned 1o the Unied Suies,
[hy way of Cape Horn, in the monih of Jupe,
The Suequelannah, which in one of the new
| wir-stenmers, built under the provisions of the
|;,|r'l of Congreas of the 3d of March, 1847,
sailed from Norfolk in June last, by way of
| Rio de Janeiro, conveying to (atplace his
|oxvv!ir:u‘_\' M. Mavedo, T:ur- mapistefy of the
emperor of Brazil to this country ¢ the Hon,
R. C. Schenck, Unued States minister pleni-
potemiary 1o Brazil: ond the lon, J. 8,
| Pandieton, Chiatgaales Affaires to the Argene
tine Republie. She arrived at Rio de Juner-
! ro with some derangements in her machinery
and squipments, but these were repaired with-
out much delay, nod, when last hourd feom,

the aruelea lar exhibition, free

shown to them by the Govern

of ehargo,

ment.

wons of respect and hospitality,

The-nomber “of officers of the navy em-
played during the present yvear on the eonst
Having communicated
to Congress at ita [ast session my opinion, that
in eonsideration of the nature of this work,
and the connexion ol the officersinl the navy
with it, the public interesis would be promo-
ted by the translor of s condyer and sopees{superonty -of--the—modern Vsl Tn speed,
vision to this Depariment, 1 hase but to re-
peat the conviction then expressed, as sirength-

survey was Ilillfi)‘.

ened by more matwre eonsidestion.

In pursuance of the inlention expresxed in
my last annoat report, 8 Board of Engincers
of the wrmy was, ai my request, detailed 1o
make u survey and examinatiou of the Mem:
phis navy yard, wili a view W overcome a
difficulty which liad been encountersd in find.
ing solid foundations for the bulddings of the
The report of this Board, of which a
copy i appended. affords an jmeresting dis-
cussion of the question invelved, and will

yard.

merit the ationtion of Congres

The large stone dock a1 the Brooklyn na-
vy yard, which has bean \ea years-in pro-
gress, wus so far completod, with all its ap-
pandages, in August lust, as 1o be surrendered
Its en-
tire cost, as shown in the report of the Chief
of the Buresu of Yards aud Docks, lins been

up to the commundait of the

92,146,256 340,

The floating seetionnl doek, busin, and mil-
Lway 4t Plaladelphia, has likewise Ween re-
ported as ready for delivery, but, swing 1o
the want of suiliciont depth of woler imme-
dintely adjacent to the basin, the experiment
required, of mising & vessel for the purpose
of weating these works, ecould pot bo mede
Dredging operations are now going on to rem-
ody this defoer, and the wst is expeeied o be

yard.

made within the mooth of Deeemlwr,

The Aoating balanee dock. basin, and mil- [ score of economy, is herewith submined.
way at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, i# slso
expected 1o be finishied and  tested within a

shbrt ime thereafier.

The halanoe doek, basin, and raillway wt
Pensacola, has nov progressed as rapidly as
was experted, and may oot be in readiness for | madel or other cause, thay may be wold or

dehTt'ry heiore the ensuing summer,

Agreahly 1o the se1 ol the last sessjon of |

she was aloul to depart, by way ol the Cape

(ol this new and well-apprinted swam-frigate |

The swamer Miclygun, Commander Bul-
lus, has continued 1o eruise oo the upper lakes,
for the protection snd sssistance of our 1rad-
| ing vessels in those waters, and has on sever-

| the eivil aflicces in arresting and  bringing 1o
pustiee  eomliaations

ol p ey
with offences against the laws of the United
States.

In this veview of the sea serviee of our
erisers, | have the satisfaction 10 annonnes
and treatment have been not.only respeeilul,
but cordial, and thay nor merely the intoresis
of commeree, hut inernationul peser and
friendsbip, are likely w be promoted by tiese
visita ol our armed vessels, and the display of
our flag on fareign shores, 4
The expediuion, uoder_Lieusooans Conr |

Haven 1o the Amtie in
search of the British commander, Sir Johil

in, and hmmmwhh

m only
which it was

|al accasions furnished important assistance o

Congreas a modified eontract wans entered in- | consideration of Congress 10 the reemnimen- |
of Giwd Hope, for her uliimate destination, [to with Messrs. Dakin and Mondy, ;mlnh'il- Ill;.l;u;; nfkth«h!'h:rr of the II,i“im-nu t‘-1l' Yards|

; A lavorable impression for our interests aod | bert and Secor, for the consteaetion of a Gont- [ and Docks, that machinery orected, in ooe
Fhis syondron comprime the slapp-of-war | eomineree 14 rx:,mc'h'l'l 10 be ereuted, in the pr---Fing sectional dock on the hay of San Franeis- | or more of the navy yards of the country, log
euliar countries of the East, by the addition | en, 10 be eomplewd and dolivered for the sum
Thia work in undersiood 1o
| be ioa course of speedy execution, the cop-
fract requiring its completion in iwo yoars | give emplovment in command 1o senior lieu-
Tiw precie lo-
eation eannot be determriped uatil the seloetion
yurd on the waters of
that bay, for w hich purpese a comumivion
| will be seut oul carly in the ensuing spring.
or basin-

of $010,000.

from the month of May las.

of asite lor 2 navy

! 11 It will be necessary 1o proside.a-pi
1o render this dock eapable of wse. The lo- |ger clase,
cation of the dork having nut yet boen deter-
mined, the Department posipones the question
of prelerence between these two. sirnziures.
Dovard shal
be received and (il Jpeal information ol

il the of the

twined.

the dock and fixtores shall be leased with [tenont estoblished. -~
“ ' Ao Government—whll - Although § fiiagtor is recognised a8 2 neres-
earry oh the work through i own sgents, |sary officer on of every vessel in com-
and on what terms, mission, snd st every navy yard—i seventy-
‘The necessity of & savy yard and station |six vessels and mavy yards there sre
uﬁumhndvﬁu&uvﬂlhmnm-imm:“ﬂ_ the namos of hnt
und work the dock as for gemeral nuval pue- ¥ masiors, ninewen are 6N
poses in those waters, 38 o need no of the line of proosotw; end svmy of ik |

It being generally expented and dosired b
the owneérr of American merchant vesse
that the uee of the dock in quesion shall be
sllowed for the repairs of such vessels, when
| ot required for ships. of war, it i peapansd
ﬁ?‘ all determine the proper regs
ulations for the purpose, snd direct whether

Wrope with whieh

It whenever the publie exigaraies shall mquire it | on seeount of superanuyation or other sause.
is hopad that the trieemphs of our eonntrymén| — In overs g “peeammy - the biil‘lﬂ‘mﬂ'.'l
e evmpetitions for prizes in the inven- L armament, ond equipment of vessels of war,
tiuns peririning to sgrieuliore alone—ihe most | the serutinizing anmd active mind of the pre
ancient and vselul art known w man—will | sentage s oot bheen dle,
justify the countentnce and liberulity thus | of lorge dmfi have been recently built and
On her | rigged in our country, which have wailed, by
return, the Si. Lawronee conveved our Charge
des Affaires in Portugal from Southampton to
Lishon ; and in the ports both of Englaud
and Portugal was received with demonstra-

Mereliant vessels

the foree of the winds alone, one thousand
statate miles in theee days, and with an ap-
praaeh w-the tke rawr of speed in long voy:
ages.  Improvements and discoveries in ord-
naneoamlgommery-have been introduced, by
means of which, in the opinion of well-in-
formed cficers, n ahip ol wlerior ravng, say
of thirty-iwo guns, muy be so buill, and rig-
ged, and armeil, a8 w prove more than a mateh
for the woutest linw-of-batde ship of the old
constrnction and armament.  How far the
powee ol wtanm may be added 10 incresse the

destructiveness, and other points of a man-of-
war, i also o Feuitful themo of speeulution
and experiment.

With_thess improxements, whether folly |
realized or only in prospect, hefore our eyes,
it were vain to rest' content with the old mod-
eln, swnd armaments, und appliances of vessels,
which, however excellont in their day, may
have been supereeded hy more reeent inves-
tons.  Whilg, therefore, all proper cavtions
are obsarved, and nothing, however specious,
should be adoptes]l  without full investigation,
it appéars W he our ubvious poliey to continue
o huild ships, not only 10 supply the places
of thow decuyed or lost, but 1 test .m.rju-:
puce witli the improvemonts of the age. lpl
has heen suggested, as a matter of economy,
that sueteexperimental ships be built of while
ank instend of live oak, that being the eheap-
er material and generally used 0 merchant
ships,

In illusteation of ane of the improvements
in war-steamnes, it 8 represented w the de-
partmoent that the batlers of the Mississippi.
planned filieen years sinoe, wnid with-the hest
|_|||r-"||'l'|llll‘_‘l' of Liq: |l.1_\', may ho reduced uear.
Iy ooehall in their dimonsions amd weight,
and stthe same time made o douhle the pow-
er of the vessel with abaul the same expendi-
wree of fuel us at present.  “The lettor of the
engineer discussing, in detail, this partieular
improvement, anil its recommendation on the

I therefore recommend  that authority  be
given o baild, every yerr, (wo new vossels,
one gail apd the other steam, upon such mml-
et 4 shall be approved 3 anl as old vessels
mav be fopad wasersiceable, fom fauls of

broken np.
In this connexion,

invite the favnrahle

the building of steam-engines, and cunstrye.
tion of war-seamars complete,
A cluss of small Yessels is much wanted, 10|

| wenants, muny of whom are kept in long and
tedions inncuion before their promotion 10|
commanders, and would be highly veeful as |
cruisers, especially thosa propelled by sieam,
by reason of their ability 10 penetrate into

harbors and river inacecasible 10 ships of lar-

Hasing, alw, in my lost annosl commuri.
cation, presented for the eondideration of
O
nf T e grades of enpising commant-
or, nnd lientemnt of the mavy, | llllnn.
reapectfully, o mier thereto for the roview of
the officers in those grades, and the com-
mands and gployments 10 whieh they
he ealled, in the present mate of the service.
While the number in these grades might be

W-Wmhy
erstion witither the natmbee of masior should
not be enlarged, and the ginde of sceond 1i8k-

are ted, or othnrwise i itsted
for at e, ' M the nomber of masters

ues (irnpesitions to- redore i nualer |

of -eermid: 1 the

impirting 1o it unilormity and system, and ml

| also mowt earnesily renew the recodimen-
dation to establish a retired list, 10 whieh offi-
cors-may-be tmmstorred on fidiuced raiew of
pav, who may be invalided from time to time

T0 it bo -objnoted that this would burden the |
reasury with a new clans of pensions, the
answer in, that the evil already exints ; the
question being hetween full and half pay, or
evon a lower rate; botwoen denying 1o the
vigotous, tho willing and aspiring, who per-
form the duties, sud must constitute our reli-
unee in_ e of dinger,-the positions und
ewnlumentn in which they may improve their

Fuitiiing - #0d promoting, as of the effective
foree, all whe have been admined inth the
servier, without reference to intervening dis-
abilities or disqualifieatioon.  No reform is of
greator momonl a8 regards the efficiency of
the navy, and none ean be more obviously
Just,

_ The disputed. guestions -of rank - botween
the sea officers and eivil officors of tho navy,
ol between the several grades of officors of

boards of officers wed o consider these,
aquestions, “were Brooght 10 the attention of
Congress in a speeial communieation ut the
lust wession, aud are agsin recommended 1o it
consideration,

Perceiving that the laws for the govern-
ment of the navy, passed more than fifiy
yaars sinee, were defretive and unsuited o
the present staw of the service, | have eaus-
ed them 1o be revised by o board of officers,
with instructions 1o prepare propgr swend-
ments and additions ; and am prepared 1o
teansait-their-report for e examination of
Congress, and  respeeifully reeommend that
the eode therain proposed be taken as & basis
of legislation on this sihjeet.  Or, if there be
no disposition 10 adopt the report in general,
it will be found 1o be highly necessary to ae-
commodate the law 15 130 new condition of
affairs, arising fromm our seillements on the
shores of the Pacific—the ports of California
und Oregon being now  within the United
Suatis,

To requira orders to issue (rom Washing.
ton, even for the eonvening a couit-martinl in
ihe Pacifie to try any afficer or seaman, and
for summoning witnesses, must groatly delay
and embarrass the enforcement of discipline,
Yetitis only the communder of a fleet or
squadron =acting om of the United Suanes™
whn has power o order such eonns, and ap- |
prove their sentences.  ‘T'his is elied, howor-
er, as but a single instance of the want of adap-
tation of the present naval laws 10 the netwsl |
wtate of naval uffaies, '

Bt the most matezial defeet in our naval
eode 1 that pecasionsd by the failore w pro
vide any punishment by way of subgtite
when eorporal ehastisement wan abolishad,
To sapply, in some degree, this deficieney, |
presonted and rerommended a1 the Just ges-
wion of Congeess n aubstilute proposed by o
honed of ollicers, 0 whom the subject had |
heen refereed. o the present stve of the law, |
there, s no powee fo inflist any punishment
except confinement, in irons or without, nnless
by the sentenes of a court-marial.  Such
court must conwiss of not less than five nor
more thao thirteen comminsionsd officers, und
ha orderad by the Preaident of the United
Staten, Secrotary of the Navy, or eommander
ol o llvet.oe sqindran-Sarting “out ol e Uni- II
ted Susten,” [t i manifest, therefore, that
thete ean be no other punishment, during a

eruise, whethor long or short, vn;t in ves-
nols within the immedine _rfeach. ol tbsooms
manderof the sjisdron. anif o : oo i toere
be at least flve comminsioned ol Ll r
o all legal exee « wha ean be on

aoourt. It being known that two vessels
rarely cruise tngather, bt that single ships

may | are despatehid on distant servies, and are of-

ien separaield from the Bag-ship and from

home;mny months, it i a

“detny :
sorioug

while in confinement, is
bﬂtl 2

o i, Ilui when F‘
merely for i
1 fuithful and

ng mesn-
JE—.

rid wre not’

were raiséd 1o fifty, exclusive.of those not in |

talents and extond their usefuluess ; and re- | undosthe

the army und navy, and the reporie of the |-

enuris-martial sinee the parsage of the law in
uesiion,

& poliey ol the Legislatare,  but 1o, demons-
trate that the experimens of the abrogation of
whipping cannot be plfectuslly teled until Con-
gress shall prescribe some substitute, W hethe
e thix thu‘frlia by the adoption of the system |
by the toard o7 officer albave

refereod 1o, providing that eourts-martial may
be ordered by vieh officer i command of a
ship, und summanly held o delermiog guili
and then geadusting punishments as therein
suted, os well as holding out rewards, or by
some other and more spproved method, is ree
ferred to the determination of 1) —d
“Thie huildings of the Navy Aeademy, at
Annapolis, are in the _course of completion,

wion of Congress, shd the sleop-of-war Preble
has been attached 10 the academy a8 n practice
ship for instruction i pravtical sewmanship, -
After the examination, in June, the paplls of
tie inatitption ware smbarked in this vessel
and [lﬂl':.'t'ljl‘!: u:n a erifse 1o our northen
boundary, and 1 enee, touching.at he-prinok
piut portn of the (nited Statos betweon Portland
and the eapes of Virginia, returned inthe lut-
er I:rl of September,

On revision of the regulations it was de-
termined o make-an -
plan of eduestion heretofore approved.  This
consists in requiring a eontinued eourse of
study of four yeurs ai the academy, withou
going 1o sea, except thas the vacation of three
mouths in eagh yenr s apent inn ernise in the
practice-ship, the former course requiring 1wo
yoars ot the neademy, three at sea, niid then
two more at the neademy. A clwaw of fifly
ueting midshipmen war  admitted in Oetober
lust,omd will constitute the fiest class to which
this now syalem wi
e That for all the purposes of naval eduention
the seademy & ndvautages equal 10 those
for military education nt Weat Point; and un-
der the efficient commnnd of the present su-
perintendenit, Communder Stribling, it is ho
that these advaniuges will be fully realized.

“The sopartoln bosed of examiners, appoint-
od scearding to regulitions, o superiniend the
examination of eandilates for promotion, aml
the genoral stase of the aeademy, In Ofiber
lant, Is hevowith transmived,

With great deference 10 1the ugin.la of Con-
grens, | again suggest that it is highly axpedi-
ent anid-proper i WA¥ e appoiniments of ten
midshipmen 1o be made “af large,” by the
President, in anslogy 1o the regiilation reepoct-
ing endets in the Milinry Academy, over and
nhave those apportioned among the Congres-
nionul dintriew,

The Naval Observatory and Hydrographi-
eal Ofice have héen in netive and vigorous

aperation during the year, A second volume
ol Astronomiesl Observations has been
lished, and already laid before you, e

wind and enrrent ehiris planned by Lisuténunt
Miiiiry, the Superiniendent of the Obsnevato:
ry. and proseemed onder his direetion with
mueh indumry, are heing extended 1 the P
eifie und Indisn orens, 'This work s viewsd
with great interest snd sirisfuction by ooy

sealaring communities, s all thoss interested |-

in the safe and specdy nuvigatlon of the orean.
It o materially shortened the passage slong
the highways by which our tommere pissis
wio wod through the conthern  hemispliore,
bringing the ports of ihose distant paris of the
world=some ten dayr, and some woveml
woeks—nmror 10 us-than hofore. A lotier
fram the Soperintendent of the--Obererentory; !
whieh secompanies this eommunieation, state

the important faet that vessels aniling feom the |

Atlantie {0 the Pavifie ports of the Usitl
Sutes, with the hlutmnl.iunn rded '

iy

upon the average, than those #al,
thew ; and that there is resson
e -ony be sill further redueed.
* The expedition for sssronimios! obwaryations
a1 Suntiagn de Chili appes

of Lisutonant Gill vs, 10 ﬂnw.ﬂ:“'gﬂ
Wil

wud. and will probably be bronght
" T Nautiord A fwssre, noder the '
tendenee of Linutenani Davix,

gt ol
. of t

y |1y incthron stenmers, built

T'hese detailsare exlibited, notlo contravens -

ions -made at the bt des- |

S

Citheti]

of the navy who had aoted s x
on this line have boen withdrawn from
the eansent of the contraetor, )
Sinco the last anvaal report from this T
partment, two stoamers, the Chin and the e
nois, have boen lnvﬂﬂ and on the
line betwesn New York and vs. The
and ewod ne-
corsting o eontraet, und a fourth, way
necepied l:nvupaury sorvice, the cuntrast

= s
Lo QIR
D

" he Pasife ' Mail |

L

awning the line m

Franciso nnd Astoris, have added

line a new swamer oalled the Golden

in is e fulfiled
the number of

tract 13 the mum ) the perfor
ance of service 1o the date of the last
menis, A to the provisions of

coording
dUwumM*hw'”
with the Postmastsr Generall entered into &
new coutract with this company for & semie
n“':lhlyhmmldl“ﬁl 0,

orued prior 10 the contraet, secarding
1o the direations of the said not, the latier sub-
jeot being open for furthar '

tho produeuon of further evidence

wraetors., i WP S
ofl:umm d'_ RrLBIL, 3 e
.w il Tha Har bl

the estimates for the support of the Navy ape

q-\’ﬁ

| I g

File tontrol ol ; 0
7 L340 883 OF
s ey b P

Marine Corps for the year
day of June, |m4.li':-hu

jocts 2,004.200 80
Lesving for the surportof the .
Nory and Marine : 3800478 19
Tlnammnﬂhmm& , b
i b S
S 2 o w!

e

hje hmymvu i
e prasent. estimates, o

wm, of $473.240 ﬂ.'ﬂ
the widdinon of pay for rereas

Pacifie Mail
the mqm:nll.;*, ,
eompletion duck it

some addisions undor the '
innavy yerda,
To these must ba 3

o approprisied foc o plee
m‘ﬁl 0 thn._ddak‘ Pt
yard on that station, if Con

in the ndution fog-(
% [ avall mysell of ‘thin’
the lsti
utnl repory, that the sppropristion
port of the Nagy snd Marin
ruted mw&r
i tavy yurds and objects ¢
nature § and more particulacly f
tho mail sieam service, and all of
dinary .
Tl wisl nmopm drawn
during the Giscul yes in
1851, i shown by the stal
stions fur the naval “service
Seeand Comptrolier of the
‘I'rensnry is '
Fram which deduet repaye
milln, i i
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And theer remaion the sum of #9,04
mwe,lau::rlu-q '
alt objects udar the oL
rulnd'lilﬁm'_
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ed for objects.
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