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QEALED PROPOSALS will be recei-
ved t the office of the Comptraller of Pablic
Accounts until the 1ot day of May next, for en
clasing the Cepiiol Bqnare with s fence of Stone
and Iron, secording 1o the plen and specification
hereanta subjoined ; and on the day shove referred
15, the Commissioners of Public Bul'dings will open
wuch Proposals, and let the ecntract for the erection
of the enclusure according to the provisions of the
act of the Genoral Assembly al its recent sessivo.

WM F. COLLINS, Sec'y of
Board of Commissrs.
Fublic Buildings.
Jun'y 26, 1847 4 Im
SPECIFICATIONS,
Of the manner in which the Fence, enclosing the

Public Square, in the City of Raleigh, on which

the State House is erected, in to be built,

‘I'he Fence 1o be b ilt ofwtone and iron; to have
# goxd and solid foundation of s'one, laid in strong
lime moriar, benesth the surface of the earth, and
0 come up to the level of the carth —on whioch is
tu he erexted a silid, dresse.l, stone coping, twelve
in hes high, and sixteen inches wide—each panne’
to be eight feet wide—the balance of the foace 1o
be of cast iron: the pannel posts to be five and a
half feet high, five inehes und a half in dinmeter near

the base, and foor iuches and a half in dismeter |’

wear the top, ss shewn in the drawing; to be hel.
1w, round, and flated, with an oriameatal top, as
wicwn in the drawing. 'The tressil work_resting
un the stone coping to be one ‘oot high, end the
raile of the tressil work at each end let into the
punnel posts, and the top rail let into the pannel
josts also—the top rail to be 94 smches-wide, by §
ul ah inch thick—the top rail of the tressil work,
un which the upright rods set, tobe 2} inches
wide Ly § of an inch thick; the lower rail of all to
be 2} inches wide by § of an inch thick; the up

right rols to be equare, 1f inches in diameer; to
pass thiough the fop rail, snd rest on the upper
rail of the tres-il work and let into sockets, with
the edge of the rod or angle tothe front. with an
wrnamental head bke that shewn in the drawing.
Vuside of each pynnel post thereis te be an iren
rad, wraught, 14 inches square, o from the
top of the post, and 10 be firmly sourely fas-
tene | in the stone coping. here sre t0 he fificen
upright ro’s in each pannel. 1 bere shall be lour
large gates fronting the four entrances of the State
House—1o be twelve feet wide betwee: the gate
posts; the gates to be folding gates; tho gate posts
uid the gates 1o bo highor than the balance of the
fimire, wnd in proportion to the fenes; wod an-esch
g ve post an ornamental lmp, the frame of which
in 1o he of cast irom, the sides to be covered with
isingles. The gates, io opening. to tuen on jron
yollers, ranning on iron bars let inlo solid stone;
the gate pwts and gates lo be afterthe same pat-
tern as the balance of the fence; all of the iron work
14 be of cast irom, excopting the rode which pass
inside of the pods snd are sockeled in the stone
roping. The whole fence to be bailt ascording 1o
the drawing fd be seeu in the Comptroller's Office.

"THE SOUTHERN AND WESTERN

Liternry Messemger and Review.
FOR 1847,

Thisie a Momlily Magazine devoted toevery
department of Literstore and the Fine Arts,
)¢ ta the union of Simme” “Southern and Wes-
tern Moathly Mugazine and Review," of South
Caroling, with
“THE SOUTHERN LITERARY MES-

SENGER."

The Messenger has been established more
than Twelve years,—much longer than any oth-
vt Routhern work ever esisted,—during which
it has maintained the Mighest rank among Amer-
1wan Perimlicals, Ender its new Tille it will
sirivg to extend ity faove and wselulness

lis Contributors are npume;ous, ~entbracing
Professional and Amateur writers of the firet dis-
tnclion: so that its pages will be filled with the
cholcost matter, of great variety,—svch as

HEVIEWAE, HISTORICAL AND BIOGRA.
PHIGAL BKEVCHES, NOVELS, TALES,
TRAVELS, ESSAYS, POUMS, CRITIQUES,
AND PAPERS ON THE ARMY, NAVY AND
OrHER NATIONAL SUBJECTS. Porty
Pelitica and Centroversial Theology are exclu-
ded.

Whilst the *Messenger ard Heview” addresses it-
self to the

SOUTE AND WEST:
and confilently appeals to them for even a more
v1tensive patronage to the only Lilerary Journal of
joug and high standing, in all their wde borders,
it is vot seoional,-~having slways circalated wide-
ly in the Nerth and East, snd simed sl imparting
»« HIGHER NATIONAL CHARACTER w our
Vesiodical Literature.

THE THIRTEERTH VOLUME
Will commence on the Ist of January, 1847;
aud peither paina nof expense will be spared to
nake it eminently worthy of patronage. Among
uthor thinge, it will contain »
HISTORY OF VIRGINIA{

and arrengements will be made for procuring »
regular and carly sopply of noticzs of New Works
ane other Literary | Ovders for'the
work can be sent 1n M onee.

Conditions of the Messanger and Reviews

1 The Memenger snd Review is published in
moathly numbers. Each number coutsine not
lesn thaa 61 largs supersoyal peges, printed om
god type, and in the best manser, andon peper
of the mes beautify’ eaamlicy.

€. The Messengér and Review is muiled on o
sbout the first day of every monty in the year
V' weive b:r meke a volume~ and the price of
subscription is 85 per volume, payablein ¥
nor will the work be ren’ 1o sny one, wuless the
order fur 1tis accompanied with 1he cash.
vear commences with the January number. No
wabesription mecer ed for less than the ,unless
the indisidusl subscrib ng chooves le pay the full
)vice uf & year's wabmcription. for o less period _/g

3. The risk of transmiving subscriptions by
mil will le assumed by the proprietor. Bul eve-
ry subscriber thes transmitting payment, i+ reques-
Vedd (besides laking proper evidence of the fact and
uate of mufling) to rema n & memorandum of the
numbar and particular marss of the note sent; or
wibwe ipions may be remitted through the Pom
Maders, meordbig 1o the pres nt laws,

4, M 8 subsription is not directed 1o be diseon-
toued before the fist nomber of & volume has
lwen published, 1t will bo takon asa continwance
1o anther year,

5 Avyp.ne euche'ng = $20 current bill, st one
frme, wits the nemes of Five New sulweribers
+ a1 cive fve cupies of the Messeoger nid Ke-

EEE— =

Edita# publishing this Prospecios, with the se-
companying condi st least thres times and
noticing if editorially, prior to tie Lat of Pebruary,
1847, #ill be furnished with ibo “Messenger and
Review,"" for one year.

B B. MINOR,
Editor and Propristor,

Richmond, Va. October, 18486, ;

TOUTEDPS COABIN N,
FRANCIS C. WOODWORTH, EDITOR.
VOL. 1. FOR 1547,

THIS popular monthly foi young peo.

ple commences the second year ofits
new series in January, 1847 It moy mow be re.
gurded a8 permencotty i ; and both the
editor and publisher, ed: Uy their past suc-
cess, will eadeavor pot only Lo deserve the flatter-
ing encomiums so Pestowed their
labors, but to mdké (he Cobinel n greater favorie
among its readers than ever The second volume
wiil be enriched with a variety of
Beawtiful Embeltishments, from original designa.

The stated vignette, engraved from a desiga by
one of the first srtiets in the coustry, in of itsell n
gem, rarely surpassed in the meWl coftly mags-
zines. Whon completed the yesrly vo'ame em.
braces

ONE HUNDRED ENGRAVINGs,
several picces of the choicest music, and neerly
four busdred octave pages.

The contents of this magszine are for the most
part eriginal. Itis the sim of the editor 10 afford
smusemont aod instruction of the best kind snd in
the most pleasing manner—-to oppose the stron-
gest barriers vice—io multiply incentives

to virtee ~and. while évery thing soctarinh W’

earefully disearded, 1o impress upom the young
mind and heart the suprema importance of the truth
of revelation, and the necessity of sp ritual roli-

gioa. —_—
TERMS OF BUIOCIMON’.“ N

For a single ., $1 00 | Pificen copies,
l'omeopin.m 3 00 | Thirty two do, 20 00
Seven copies, 5 00 | Porty copies, 34 00
7 Payment strictly in advance, in all cases. [
Book of Gems-—-Ele tgift boak,

The first volume of the C is bound as an
armual. 1t is 8 most besutiful and valuable book,
anid so cheap as 1o be d within the reach of
all. Price, in plain musdin, $1,25; muslin gt

$1,50; imitation morocco, §1,75.

NEW EDITION OF THE BOOK OF GEMS,
... _FOR THE HALL. :
“ For the ‘clavenitride of persohs’st's  distarics,

the isher_has e a now edition of the

of Gems for the mail. It is bound in
neat covers, nudrthe postage ‘o any part of
the United States is only 18§ cents, Price One

Dollar, by enclo.ing which 0 fhe publisher, this
bematiful bound voltate il bé rigi'ed 10 the sub-
scriber’s ad .ress.  For $32, two will be sent
p-la;cr[c-.- four copies for §3. seven for §5:
fifieen for $10. This edition isin great demand

a7 The Book of Gems, mail edition, and a
yéar's subscription for 1847, will be furnished for
$1 50. and §2 will pay for the ssme book in gilt
muslin, and » year's l!zilcﬂplian.

D. A. WOODWORTH, Publisher,
Clinton Wall, Nesssu sirect, Noew York.

M®. RAYNER'S PIRST SPEECIHI,
ON THE
BILLVOR RE-DISTRICTING THE STATE

In Tue House or Commoxs,
i December 9th, 1846,

MR. RAYNER said, that in first in-
troducing the Bill befove the Honse,
and in mow rising to advocate it, he had
been, and now was, conscious of the
responsibility which he incurred. He
was well aware of the virperation and
obloguy which awaited him. He might
well expect that his course aud his
humble name, wounld, for some time to
come, afford a theme of denunciation
to a malignant party Press, and of un-
sparing abuse to every unscrupulous
demnagogue in the State, But for him-
self, he had counted the cost, and was
ready and prepared to abide the resuh.
My own lionest convictions, (said Mr.
R.&;ud the approbation of the just and
reflecting pertion of my countrymen,
must and will sustain me. Divine wis
dom seems to have decreed; that in the
moral government of the world, no
zo:: is lqnt:’ achieved, no blessing is
lo be aMained, ex¢ept by n correspond-
ing seevifice. Tlis is eminently g:, in
the strife and tumult of political life—
He' who desires to receive the approv-
al of an honest counscience for an un-
flinchiug discharge of daty—or to ob-
tain the esteem and support of the wise
wud the good, for a disinterested effort
to promote the happiness and welfave of
his couniry—4re who devotes himsell
to the tasl ot avenging the wrongs of
the injured, and in g the efforts of
the deserving, must prepare himsel( to
meet the peliings of many a pitiless
storm of censure and denunciation'—
For mysell;} asi: no bigher honor, than
to receiveihe detractions of those whose
voention is censure, and whose moral
tood is defamation, for the position 1
now oceupy, in en&moring to suslain
the grest fundamentsl principle of re-

ublican government, which I insist on

been outiaged, and the injury done

to which, it is the object of the bill now
hetore us, (o redress.

But the dnty which 1 owe to those
upon whom I rely to ststain me—to

my gallant cofarades in the cause of
Constitational liberty, with whom 1|

'have so loug strugyled ~-requires, that |
| should attempt 1o st forth somewhal i

detail, the gronnds of our action—and

al enumeration.”
\of the Consliltion explains itsell by

ding to their respective numbers.

resents itself to the miind.

exercise Ihat power ot this time. In re.
gard to the power, [ presumeit will be
admitted by all, that the General Assem-
bly of the Siate has sovereign and un.li-
mited power aver all questions ol legis-
lation; except inso far as it is restricted
by the Constitution ol the State, the
Constitution of the Unived States, and
all National Laws and Treaties made
iu pursuance thereol» Thi§ sovereign
power is indispensable to the ability of
government 10 maiutain its authority
and enfofce its decress—in ot systems,
it must reside somewhere—and in our
Siate it mwust reside in the General
Assemibly; subjeet t » the restrictions juft
matied.  This efercise of sovereign
power must, it will also be admit-
led; extend to every subject of legis
lation; the passing, nrodifying; mnend
ing, or repealing, all laws which the
Gener#l Assembly, as the Coustitutional
organ of the popular wil; may deem to
be required by the piiblic guod, subject
to the restrictions itientioned. Docs.the
Constitution of the State contain any
provision prohibiting the Legisture from
remodeling the Congresstonal Pistricts,
at this time, or oftener thai once in ten
years? No such provision can befound
—no such pretence will he sel up. In
fact, the State Constitution being design-
ed for, and adapled to an internal mn-
nicipal governmeunt, has no provision
on a question which afierwards grew
out of our federal relations; aud it is
from the Coustitution of the United
States only, that any and every power
has been exercised by the State lLegis
lature over the subject of Congressions]
elections. Then, is there any thing in
the Federal Constitution to prohibit
our action on this question, at this time?

There are but two clauses i the
Constitution of the Unit=d Slstes beur-
ing directly on thisquestion, "I'he first,
is the second section of the first article,
which ~provides that -

“Representativés and direct taxes shall be ap-
“'portioned among the several Siuies, necording
10 th ir respective numbers, &c. ‘T'ha actoal
‘‘enemeration shall be made within three years
“afier the first Congress of the Uuited States,
“‘and within every subsequent term ofien yrars,
in such manner as ﬂu;.luﬂ by law direct '/

Now, what was the object contempla-
led by this provision? k iz plun that
it was intended for the purpose of keep-
ing steadily in view, and constautly in
operation, the great principle of compro-
mise forming the basis of the Coustiu-
tion-==that whilst the States wers refire
sented with equality of strength in the
Senate; they stiotld be represented ne-
cording to their relative population in
the House of Repfesentifives, ‘I'he
tenumeration” lere mentioned, was
clearly for the purpose of ascertaining

States, that the number of represemtas
tives to which each mizht be entitled,
should be “appartioned*” accordingly.—
The framers ofthe Constitution seem to
have had a foresight of the increasing
strength oud greatness of their country;
of the shifting localities of population
ond power; of the mighty growth of
new States, and the cotnparative decline
ol the old: 'This enumeration ouce in
len years, Wwas (o seciiie to population
however it might cliange its seat, to
numbers wherever they might be found,
their due representation in the ppniar
branch of the National Legislature.—
Twe manner of choosing these Repre-
sentatives by the several S'ates, docs nét
come withiu the pursiew of this p.ovis-
ion at all. In fact, not the most remote
allusion is made 1o it. ‘I'he ten yeats
mentioned; refers exclusively to the
period 1o intervene belween each “actn
This whole section

providing for the enumeration, immedi-
ately after the provision for apportioning
representatives among the States, a(;’m
tis
the apportionment of the nnmber of
tatives to each State, under the
enomeration of its inhabitants, whieh
is 10 be made once ir fen years onlv—
and I {reely admit, that this apportion

ment as 1o number, wust remain for fen

years, and no State legislation can affect
i,
Bot what seys e Constitution i

regard fo the tauner of choosing Kep-

resentatives? The fonrth section of

this same first article, deelrres that
“The times, nuu aod mpiper of holding

slections shall ideach Siate by

the Logislature the bat 1he Gongress may.
at any time, by law, make or alfer such rego

prominent poinis of view in which it
First—

do it; and secondly —adeutting we have
the power, is it expedient and proper to

the “respective numbers’ of the several r

}hate epportioned to it, under an enu.

meration of its

stitution last mentioned, rhows that it
was intended to leave the matuer of el-
ection to the peculiar wish or fancy of
every State; without requiring uuiform-
ity; unless CO!]‘MI:LOUM see fit to
alter the State regulations. And until
the passage of the last apportionment
act in 1842, no uriformity has ever ex-
isted in the several States as to the mon-
ner. Some States have elected by gen-
eral tieket, some by single districts and
others by double districts, And these
systerns have been changed and modified
Tromv tiare to time, durig the interven-
ing periods between the regular times
of enumeratton and apportionment, It
is well known that a few years since
the State of Alabama enanged her sys-
wem of electing by districts to that of
general ticket, and before the next elec-
lion; retumed again to the old mode.—
Itis also well known, that siifce the
lust apportionment was made, the States
of New Hampshire, Georgia,and Mis-
souri have elected by the general ticket
systemy, and yet hdave allthree siuce al-
ferad Lheir ragalations, and returued .10
the district system. Wil it be preten-
ded it these changes were not right-
filly and constitutionally made? Aud
if n State may so change its districts as
to amalgamate them all into one—or
when so amulgamnted, parcel them out
into separate divisions, and that teo dur-
ing the interval between the decennial
periods of apportionment, will it be con-
tended that & Stale~can not change the
territorial limits, #nd re-arrange the
component parts of her respective dis-
tricts when owce made? Will it be
denied, that buf for the action of Con-
gress, this Lagi-latnre nijght 80 ¢hange
the districts as (o abolish lﬁém altogéth-
er, and resort to the general ticket sys-
tem? 'T'he major proposition must in-
clude the utigor—and if a State can in
the absence of Congressions! rae!rictiod,
so change th2 districis as to unile them
all into one; certainly it can change
thens by sueh a reé-arrangement of Cotmn-
ties, a8 to still have them in conformity
tr ihe Act of Congress, of separate and
distinct but contignous territory.

1 adiuit that the Lagislature cannot
anite 4ll the districts futo onc by adop-
ling the general ticket systerm; for the
apportioninent act of 1842, for the first
time in our history, altered the State
regulations so furas to prevent this.—
T'he clause of that act bearing on this
qiiestion, is as follows—

“Thatin every case where a State is entitled
to more than one Hepresentative, the namber o
which each State shall ;be entitled under this
apportioninent. shall be selected by Districts
sompesed of continguous tervitory equal in num-
ber 10 the nanber of Representatives to which
aajd State may be entitled, no one Distriet
electing more than one Representative.”

Burt for this act, | have attempled to
show;the State Legislnture has entire
corirol on the manner of holding elec-
tions; either by destroying the districts
altogether in adopting general ncket
system, by ehanzing them into double or
triple Districts, or by constructing them
of Counties not contiguous to each oth
er.  ‘I'o wha' extent then, does this Act
of Congress interfere with the power of
the States on the maon:r of holding
electionus? Why ol conrse, ouly to the
extent expressly specified in the Act—
and that is, that the Districts shall be
composed of contignous territory, and
that no ome Instrict shull elect more
than one Hepresentative. In every
other particular, the power of the State
Legislmures over (ks subject is as vm-
ple as beofore the Act was passed. ‘Fo
the extent of its inlerference only, un-
der the Actof’42, Congress has assumed
the power which before | elonged to' the
States.  Will it be denied that Congress
ey al the very next Session, revise the
whole plan—may it not provide for the
election by generalticket in all the Stares
—may it not repeal the clause of the
Act of *43 which | have read, md"leave
each State 1’ adopt f1s own fuvoffeplan
—aud thas entirely disarrangethix fan.
ciful ides of  ten years duration of un-
changeable Districts]  Will it be con-
tended that Congress in pussing the
Act 01’42 might not have asst'med the
eulir€ regulation of the Siate elections,
as 10 manner, time, and place—and
thus have actually arranged and set
npart the Districts in the several Siates?
Ifthis had bee doas, will it he denied
that Congress inight still at the preseut
Session, have e¢hanged (hose mricb,
il it hnd supposed e putlic re-
quited if in sy Buate?  Will it be de-
nied that Covgress mny, if it see proper,

lations, exeept as to e pl: ch wosing Sep- |
stors.” oot

at tha presemt Bession, so interiere as to
change and rearrange the Districts in all

IH,‘amuliumtm. exercise such powér

| first instance—and no more:
Congress can now re-arrauge the Dis-

tricts, of course the States i the absence |

of any wterference on the subjeet by

can do the very samn. As
Cengress can do nd more than the States
could have done before the act of '42
was —and as Congress bas not
in that Act chosen to axercise any pow-
er in regard 1o the lerritorial elements
ofthe Districts, except that requiring
contiguity—eertainly the States can
now do, what Congress might have
doune, but has not done,

T'he uniform practice of tlie States in
the appoimment of Eleetrs of Presid
dent, affords an apt and forcible iifus
tration ol the positions I have assumed,
The secoud ¢tarrse of the first sectio™ of
the second article of the Constitulion
says that

“Each State shall appoint in such manner as
the Legistaturo thereof may direct, a numbe: of
Electomn equal 1o the whole number of Semwiors
and Izmmmivu to which the Siave may Ly
entitled in the Congress.”

Here the wthoritv of the State in the
‘marmer of appointment is left entirely
antrammelled. The only .instruction
is as to the nimber. And the number
of Electors to which a Stat is entitled,
is as much depend&n( on every teh yea
enumeration of its inhabitants, bs
‘mumber ol its Representatives in Con.
gress. . Both depend on the appoftion-
ment by Congress; undef ilic. enumera-
tion. And if the first arfangeinetrt by a
State, of the Districis for Representas
tives, afler every apportiorment, musi
rgwain for ten years unaltered, so must
of course the wrtan nl of Elecloral
Districts—for both depend on the ope-
rotion of the same principle Whick is
practically felt in the renewal of its
exercises only once jin ten yeas. If a
State tegnlation in regard to the election
of Réfptesentatives, must have the bind.
ina aperation of Medo-Persian law for
ten years—so also mustsuch regiziztion
in rogard to the appeintment of Electors,
And on the other hand, if a State rega-
lation as 1o one, can beat any time al-
tered; 90 can it be as 10 the other—
What has been the constant pracfice of
the States iy 10 the memtrer of

political power, States have counstantly
been aliering the mode of appointment.
The Sta‘e of New York just previous to
the Presidential efection in 1828, altered
their system of ) choosing Elfectors
Districts, and adopled that of Geue
Ticket. Other States {rom time lo lime,
have dove the same. Our own Suste
in 1803 passed an  Aet layifig off the
State into Edectoral Districts.  In 1811,
before thie apportionment bill under the
census of 1810 had goue into opetation,
this act was repealed, aud anothet act
passed providing for the appointment of
Electors by the General Assembly.—
And this latter act hub;iuu helcnir:
pealed, and the election ral tick-
etestablished. Never Ilﬂc‘rll‘;ard this
power of the States fto alter the reg-
ulations af (6 (he tHanner of appoiuting
Electors—depending on the same prin-
ciple as the manne¥ of electing Repre-
sentatives, questioned in any quarter
whaltever. )

K appears to rrfe (ftt the pesiioy as-
sumed by the Commitlee who repotied
this bill, of which 1 had the howor to be
Chairman, is unanswetable. Tt
the argument ab absurdum,ip a simple,
though briefl atyd forcible . The
power of the States over the-manner of
holding elections is the very same as that
over the times and placer; It is thor-
ongh and complete ns (o afl, subject 1o
alicrations 1o be made by, Congress.—
What is meant by the *mnisnnier of hold-
ing elections?” Of course it must com-
prehend all regulations necessary snd
proper t\¥atds the egercise of the pow-
er conferred, When thess regunlations
are found to ba imperfect, or unsuited
fo the géat "purpose for which the np-
portionment of Represenlotites among
the Siates, nccording 1o federal popula.
tion, wos-designed={ ieani the just
reflection of the popular wiil—it #8 not
only the nnquestionable right; but the
absolute doty of the States to alter or
‘amend them, unless prohibited Ly thie
| Constitution or someact of Cengress in
pursuance thereof. Constitation
|and the spportionmeat act of 42 being.
| both silent except in Ihe particular re.
l'urﬂldlo-ol'cjour:‘ g:u legislation is
at any time - justi Eopof——
Neither the Constitution or act of
Congress, say one wopd aw fo' whether
(the Districtsshall remain unaliered for
twa, foury six, eight of fen years. 1 s
stated iu (he report, the action of the

the State at this time, there are two' no more members than Congress may |under the authority conferred by the|eoutrol by Congress. If the [‘i‘umf.
Y!can not change the manner, in those
people. T'He words | in regard to regulating the manuner of.p,mc]u;.,: w],s:, Congress
ave we the Constitutional power to “each State” in that clause of the Cou- | elections, as are left to the Sulo.s‘m “r.';lerpnud, oftener than once in ten xrdn,
Fhen .rI neither cau it cl.ange the fimes and | las

has not in-

ces. Yel the power of the Legislature
over the times and places of holdi
¢leetions, at any lime, has never L
questioned, but is, and ever hus been
{constamtly exercised. The ndmission
of this power as to time and place, musy
imply an application of the poweras g
'ihu“'r,rm" also,
{ iat is meant by the “regolations”
as 1o the limes, ph{'el, and ménniel of
holding elcctions, mentioned in the Con-
'stitution, that are left to the entire con-
trol of the Legislatures, except interfy?-
ed with by Congmss? A legislative
regulation is a law tp all intents and pur-
poses, and nothing bt a law. Kk wiM
readily be udmitied, that the power
which makes, can also modify, Qrd,
or repeal @ law—egéept in those™ cases
where rights become vested, an  intes-
ference with which would impair the
abligation of contract. And it is right
it should be o, especially ™ & country
of such expansive growih, conflicting
interest, and changing policy asours.—
HOtherw isey-how - are lgn, w of hé
injured to be redressed; how is the en-
terprise of the industrious and pablie
spirited to be encouraged; how are he
conflicting claims of sectional interests
to be harmonized? And il it is vight
and proper to redress wrongs and i re-
puir error in one particular—why not
in regardto the elective ;- the
reat political juberitante of tEe Ameri-
citizen, and the great Cofner stone of
our repitblicin fabric?
‘L his brings me to the cons'deration of

choosing Electors? In the struggles of

Feio | vhams t

\:t second branch nc:ll' the-subjeci—1 mear!
the expediency a riely of i
e poe propriely of passing

Consthavoil, in apportioning .
tives to the mpull':v':s_tm-. secording lo
their lation, 11 was to seeure l‘.?n?m
House of Reptesentatives of the '
States, a fair exprossion of the popular
will. . Whilst gunrding against wmult and
faction, by a Scoate, the memhers of
which weré 1o Le elecied by one remove
from popular force, and who were 10 = W
‘their sents loy six "years—ihe framers of
the Conadilution provided for apothér bnncl
which should give utierance (¢ the  wished
[of the peptlar mindgs which should

full wmb public feeling; which should -
reflect the iwpulse; the passions, the very
anarchy, if you choose, of tie spitit of Jib-

erty—that such a com be
cﬂ'zehnl between the mmmn .
ular branches of the Government, as |

arost redound to the public good. hitst

the Senate represenia the people i their
relation of separately orgunized enmima-
nities, as States—the House of Represatma-
tivex repremtits them in their Numerieal
force. ‘The great principle witich fies at
g:l fo::dadoa of our npubl';‘- : fém is,
people are eapable of sell govern.
ment—~—ihat all power is derived from them
~=afd 1hat tb::lwill ':- constitutionslly
expressed, ig must be the supreme law.
Ry the people as constitming the body po-
fi€, 1 mest thase endowed with the right
of suffragé, whose ¥oices diid wishes ought
to exercise a controlling influence ovéi
governing power. ‘The only praetieal,

and in fact, possible way of this
conwrolling influsnce peacel
is by giving 1o majoritred, i thé wvarious

telatious ig which the poople afe called on
10 act, the po#éf of expressing the senee
of the whole. That “a majefhy auffht 1o
rule.” has become so Irilé o manim, es.
with that political party  from
ma$ ed ioh 1o the hill
now befure the Houss, that [ need not fur-
ther attempt 1o etfforeé it.  Alihough 1 do
oot wdopt that theory 10 the exteng
by the Democratie party; yet 1 insist
when the people act in pursuance o; the
forms, in confirmily o the provisions .
of the Constitntion, the majority shounld
revail.  Conscquenitly, any sysiem
egisiation which it ealcaleted 1o
the majority of thei¢ rightul powes, s
give 1o » minority  the means of
and deciding in the vame of the whole—
must be ineonflict with the very p :
v i which oor free inatitutions are
{1 is utierly subversive of the
mental law of all populer
and if followed out, must.end in
the many (o the iyranny and
designing fuw.. Espeenlly whed
this course pursued by a pany
the love of the peaple and a régard for

ular rights on their lips,
warranted in cone

wWé are u-EH
to believe, that mﬂ:ﬁm the
Districting Act of 48, was fo
political power 1o a pa
nority in the State;
of thousands of lreemen,
dental assendaney in suthority.-
examine the :

Distrio’s, under the ﬁdi_tz w
sambly of *43, in sccordanes with L
ciples | h.ve lail Jown.:
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M BT wre fully if-ef-:r-lu wan | Of o0 countrymen, fur the reetitude ofg ner’ as well as of the “timas spd places’ | their several Lagislatures? For mind tlé:‘manrr'. is exhausted for ten years In ‘:"’:l:"'ﬁ.h' QIW' e 2
X '-!;.;f i .;.-".1'.:.;:,,':":,"_,"‘“"‘._:".‘ | ur intentions and the propriety of our | of holding elections, ieyin the sbsance of | you, the Constitntion says “the Con- | _sq is it ulsn, when exercised as.t6 the ,h'_:“_ .m sct.of Congasl %
wi:‘m'md Nox il ARy sobscripobon bo| SOV o _ | Congressional act.on, lefi 1o the Logis | sress may at any tine alter the State | times and places; “for the pawer in all {+g mmm the Cinticm shall bo
g « ued whild iny thing remaine Jue thriesn, | 10 €O0SId- ring his proposition o latnre of each State; subjeet to no othe: | regulations, except as to the places of i these particulars vesis on the same ou- composed of cof liguous v
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