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ol the Union, and the present condition of

* the govenment of that country s

A stute of war exi

F e
ere being bul Lwo negative voles in the of May, 1847, together with the despate
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MESSAGE, Senate and but fourteen in the House of|from the Secretary of State to the Minus-

Fellow citizes of the Senale

and of the frouse of Representalives:

The sonual meeling of Congress is al-
ways an inleresiing event. The Repie-
sentativen of the States and of the people
come fresh from their constituents 1o take
counsel togetherfor the common good. Afler
an existence of near three fourths of a cen

problem no longer remains 1o be solved,
whether man is capable of sell government:
The suceess of our admirable system iss
conclusive refu'ation of thetheories of those
in other countries who mauntain that “a
favored few" are born to rule, and that the
mass of mankind must be governed by
force. Subject 10 no arbitrary or hereditary
anthority, the penple are the only sover-
e'gns recognized by our constitution.
Numerous emigrants of every [inuge and

Aovemegeationetud b g

gious reedom we enjoy, and by our happy
condition annuelly crowd to our shores,
and transfer their heart not less than  their
allegiance to the country whose dominion
belongs alone to the people,

No country hus been so much favored or
should acknowledge with deeper reverence
the manifestations of the Divine protection.
KAn all" wise Creunlor direcled “and guarded
us in our infant straggle for freedom and
has constantly watched over our surprising
progress, until we have become one of the

reticimopuntlel of ey glyricws

Rrepresentatives. :

The existence of the war having
bren deciared by Congress, it became my
duly under the constitution and the laws,
to conduct and prosecute i, This duty
has been performed and though =t every
stage of its progress, | have manifesticd a
willingness to terminate it by a just peace,
Mezxigo has refused to sceede to any terms
which could be secepted by the United
States consistent with the national honor
and interest.

The rapid and brilliant successses of our
arms and the vast extent of the enemy’s
territory which had been overrun and con-
quered before the cluse of the last session
of Congress, were fully known to that budy
Sinee that time, the war has been prosecu-
with increased energy and I am pgratified
to state_with @ success which commands
universal admiration, History presents
» mistagies
achieved by any nauon with so short a
period:  Our army, regulars and vol-
unteers, have covered themselves with im-
perishable honors- Whenever and wher.
ever our forces have encountered the ene.
my~though he was in vastly supperior num
bers and often entrenched in fortified posi-
tion of his own s:lection and of great
steengh, hé Hag been defentéd. Too much
praise eannot be bestowed upon our officers
and men reulars & volunteers, for their
gallantry discipline indomitable courage

great nation« of the earth,

It is in a country thus favored and under
a gnvernment in which the executive and |
legislave branches hold their authority for
Iimited prriods alike from the people and
where all are responsihle o their respective
conslituencies, that it is again my duty to
communicate with Congress up on the state

pubhie affairs, _

During the past venr the most gratifying
prools are presenied that our country has
béen: blessed with'a wide spread and ‘ani
versal ~prosperity, ~There -has been no

period since the government was fonnded
when all the indnstrial porsuits of
our people have been more successful, or
when labor in #'l branches of business has
received a [airer or better reward. From
our sboundance we have been enabledio per
form the pleasing duty of furnishing food for
the starving millions ol less favored coun-
tries.

. In the enjoyment of the bounties of
Providence at homne, such as have rarely
fallen!to the lot of any people it is cause of
congratulation that our intercourse with
all the powers of the erth,) except Mexi.
o, continues to be of an amicuble charac:
It has ever been our” cherished policir
to cultivate peace and ﬁd will with all
nations; and this policy been steadily
pursued by me. ) ‘

Nochange has taken place in our relations
with Mexico since the adjournment of the
Inst Congress. The wer in which the
United States were forced to anﬂag‘a with

¢onlin-
ues.

1 geem it unnecessarv, afier the full ex-
posion of them contained in my message
of the May. 1846, and in my annnal mes-
sage at the commencement of the session of
Congress in December la-t to reiterate the
serious canses of complaint which we had
agninst Mexico before she commenced hos-
ti ities. .

1t is sufficient on the pressent occasion
1o say, that the wanton vislmion of the
rights of person and property of citizens
commitied by Maxico, her repeatnd acts of
bad faith, through a long series of years
and her disregarded of solemn ireaties siip
ulating for indemnity to ourinjured citizens,
not only constituied ample cause of war
on our part but were of such an aggravated
character as would have justiied us before
he whole world in resorting 10 this extreme
wemedy. With an anxious desire 0 avoid
a rupture between the two countries we
forbore for years (o nssert our clear riglts
by force aud continued to seck redress for
the wrongs we had suffered by amicable
megotiation in the hope that Mexico might
yield to pacific councils and the domands
of justice, In this hope we were disap-

inted, Our minisier of peace sent lo

exico was insullingly rejected, The
Mexican government refused even 1o
hear tne terms-of adjusiment which he was
suthorized to propose; amd finally under
wholly unjustifiable pretexts, involv.d the
couniries in war by invading the territory
of the Siate of Texas siriking the firstblow
and shedding ihe bloed of our citizens on
our own soil.

"Though the United Siates were the sg-
grieved nation, Mexico commenced the

and perseverance, sll seeking the post of
danger and veing with cach other in deeds
of nolle daring.

While every patriot’s heart must exult
and a just netional pride animate every
bosome in beholding the high proofs of
courage consummate military skill, steady
discipline and humanity to the vanquishel
enemy exhibited by our gallant army the
nation is ealled to mourn over the lnss of
many hrave officers and soldiers who have
fallen in defence of their conntry’s honor &

‘interests. The brave dead mettheie melan v

choly fate. iu a foreign land nably. discharg
ing their duty and with their countrv's flag
waving trinmphantly in the face of the foe.
Their patriotic deeds are justly appreciated
& will long be remembered by their gratefol
counirymen. The parental care of the gov
ernment they Invmraml serve should be
exiended 10 their surviving families,
Shortly after the adjournment of the
last session of Congress, the grutifying
inte' ligence was received of the sigoal
victory of Baena Vista snd of the fall of
the city of Vera Cruz ard with it the
strong e-stle of Ban Jusn de Ulloa, by
which it wus defended. Believing that
afier these and other ruccesses so honorable
to our arms and s0 dis astrons to Mexien,
the period was propitious to afford her
another opportunity if she thought prop-
er to embrance'it, to enter inte negmiations
for peace, n commissioner wasappointed ot
proceed to the heapquarters of our army
with'full powers to enter upon negofiations
and to conclude a just and hunorable
ireaty of peace. He was ot directed to
ntake any new overtures nf prace but wis
the bearer of a despatels from the Secreta-
ry of Stii= of the United States to the
Minister of Foreign Aflairs of Mexico in
reply to one received from the latter of
the twenty second of February, 1847,
in which the Mesican gevernment was

linformed of his appointment, and of hys

presence at the headquarters of our army
and that hie wa<invested with full powers
to conelude a definitive treaty of peace,
whenever the Mexican government might
signity a desire to do so, While T was
unwilling to subject the U. 8, to another
indignant refusal, I was yet resolved that
the evils of the war should not be protrac
ted a dl{ longer than” might be rendered
absolutely necessary by the Mex.ean gov-
ernmeut,

Care was takon to give me instruclion
to the commissioner which could in any
way int rfere with our military, oper
lions or relax our cnergies in the prosecu
tion of the war. He possessed no zuthori
ty inuny manner to control these operations

¢ was authorized to exhibit his instrue-
tinns o the General in esmmand of the
army, and in the event of a treaty being
coneluded and ratified on the part of
Mexico, he wos directed to give him no
tice of that fact. On the happening of
such contingency and on receiving mnotice
thereof, the General in command was in
structed hy the Secretary of Warto sus-
pend lurther active military operations
until further orders. These instructions
weregiren with s view to intermit hostili-
ties. until the treaty thus ratified by Mex-
¢u could be transmitted to Washington,
and recrived the action of the government
of the Upited States.

war, and we were eompelled in sell de-
fence, to repel the invader, end vindi-
cate the mationsl honor and interests by
proseutiag it with vigor uutil we eould ob-
tain u just and honorsble peace

On leamning that hostility had been com-
menacd by Mexico, | promptly communi
cated that fact seconpanied with a succinct
siatemem of our other eavses of complaint
sguinst’ Mexico to Congress; and that hody
by the act of e 13th ofMay 1816, derlared
it by the act of the republic of Mexico
between  thit  gov-
ernment and. the. Uniled Siates’'~-this set

. sleclering.\he war io exist by the aet of

the  republie
provisioa  for

of Mexico, and making
ity ‘prosecution 10 a
and _suceesiful termination,” was
with g-eal unanimity by Congress,

The commission was also directed on
[reaching the army to deliver ta the Gene
ril in commanid the despatch which he
bore [rom the Secretay of Siate 1o the
Minister of Foraign AWairs of Mexico, and
on receiving it the General was instracted
y the Secre’ary of War to cause it to
be transmited 10 the commander of Mexi
'&.nforces, wi b arrquest that it might be
| communicated to his government,

The commissioner «did not reach the
Headquarters of the army until afier an-

(arms-at Cers Gordo,
[ "he despateh which he

thus

bore from the |

been transmitted to him lrom Vera

ters of the army afew days afterwards.
His presence with the srmy and his diplo

Mexican government from Puebla on the
twelfth of June 1847 by the tranmsmission
of the despatch from the Secretary of
State to the Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Mexico,

Many weeks elapsed after its receipt,
and no overtures were mede nor was any
desire expressed by the Mexican govern:
ment to enter into negotiations [lor peace.

Our army puraued itsa march upon the
capital and ns i* approached it wes mat by
formidable resistance, Qur forces first
encountered the enemy and achieved nig
nal victories in the severely contested
battles of Contreras and Churubusco, It
Ay TN OMET AR e et doriolls tad Tve
sulted in decisive viclories.and the capital
of the wan within ouc,_pawer. thai
the Mexican government manifested amy
disposition to  enter into negotintions for
peace and even Lhen a¢ evenis have proved
there is tvo much reason to believe they
were insincere snd that in agreving 10 go

ohject was to gain time to sirengthen the
delences of their capifaly and to prepare
for [yesh resistance.

T'he General in command of (he army
deemed it expedient to suspend hostilities
wmporarily, entering into an armistice
with n view to theopening of negotiations.
Commissioners were appointed on the part
of aexim 1o meet the eommissioner on
the part of the United States,. The re

sult of the conferences which tank place
beiween these functionaries of the tweo
governments was a failure to conclmle a
treay of peace.

The commissioner of the United States
 took with him the prujetal a freaty aleaady.
prepared, by the terms of which the indem
nity requiredby the United Ststes was a
eession of territory,

Itis w Il known that the only indemni

ty which it is in the power of Mexica to
make in satisfaction of the just and long
delerred claims of “wur ciuzens ngainst
her, and the only means by which she
ean reimburse the United States for the
expences of the war is a cession to the
United States of u portion of herterritery,
Mezxicn has no money to pay and no other
‘means of waking the required indemnity.
If we refuse this, we can obtain nothing
else. To reject indemnity by refusing 10
necept a cesrvion of territory would be ta

abandon all our just demands and to wags
The war, Bcarmg all its expenses wilhout

a purpose or definite object. ) )
A state of war abrogates trealies previ-
ously existing between the belligerents, and
n treaty of peace puts an end 1o all claims
for'indemnity — for iortipus acls committed,
under the authority of ane gove nment
against the citizens or subjecis of anotber,
uoless they are provided for in ita stipula.
tions. A treaty of peace which would ter-
minate the existing war, withont provid-
ing for indemnity, would enable Mexico
—the acknowledged debtor, and hersell
the aggressor in the war—to relieve her-
gelf from her just liabiliies. By suecha
treaty, our citizens, who holl just demands
agnifm her, would have no remedy either
against Mexico or their own goversment.
Our duty o these eitizens must forever
prevent such n space, and na treaty which
does™not provide ample means of discharg-
ing these demandscan receive my sanc
tion.

A treaty of peace shonld settle all ex-
isting differences between the lwo countries,
If an adequate cessien of territory should
he made by such a treaty, the United
States should release Mexico from all her
linbilities, and assume their pavmentto our
own citizens.  If, instead of this, the Uui-
ted States were to consent 1o a (reaty by
which Mexico should again engage {o pa
the heavy amount of indebtedness which
a just indemnily to our government and
our eitizens would impose on her, it is
nutorions that she does not possess the
means to meet suchanundertaking. From
such a treaty no result eould be anticipated,
but the same irritating disappoiniments
which have heretofore atfended the viola-
igns of similar trenty stipulations on the
part of Mexico.  Such a tresty wonld be
hutn temporary cessation of hostilities,
withont the restoration of the friendship
wnd good understanding which should char-
acterizge the future inlercourse between the
two countries.

That Congress contemplated the acqni-
sition of territorial indemnity when that
bady made provision for the prosecution of
the ‘war, is obvious. Congress eculd not
have meant—when, in May 1846, they ap-
proprialed ten millions of dollars; and
authorized the President to emplay the
militia and naval and military forces of the
United States, and 1o secept the services
of fifiy thousand volunteers, ta enable Kim
10 prosecote the wari and when, st their
| last session, and-sfier our army had inva-
ded Mexica, they made additional ;rpm-
priations and authotized the raising ad-
ditiopal troaps for the same  purpose—ihat

other brilliant wictory had erowued our |00 indemnity was to be obiained from

Mexien at the ronclusion of the wary and
yel it was certain that, if no Mexican terri«

tory was scquired, no indemnity could be

Serretary of War to the General in com- !
mand of the army was received by that | obtained. .
| affiger then at Jalapa on the seventh da It is further manifest that Congress

ter of Foreign Affairs of Mexico, having
Cruz.
The commissioner arrived at{the headquar

| malin character were made known te the

through. .the. fusms. of .negotiation,. .the -

sod boundaries with the republic of Mexi-
eo, o be used by him in the event that
said treaty. when signed by the anthorized
agents of the two governmnent, and. duly
rtified by Mexico, shall esll for the ex-
penditure of the same, or any part thereof,”
Tlhie object of asking this appropristion
was distinetly stated in the several messages
on the subjeet which 1 communteated to
Congress. Similar sppropriations made
in 1803 and 1806, which were referred to
were intended 10 be applied in parnt eon-
sideration (or the cession of Loouisiana and
the Floridas, In like manner it was an-

Nerres, weesson

dered itunneeessary to use any part of

that act, and the entire sum remains in the | i

declared by Congress with extraordinary |i

degrading 1o the ?_!liunal, charagter.. . i
The terms of 1
the United Stotes weré ot only just 0|

which had attended our arms, were deermed
1o he of & most liberal characier.

the United States of the provinees of New
MIEXICT IR YO wETOTI e, muu e pre

Rio Grande, and the cession to the United

constitoted an  ultimatum  which

to vield.

advantage of a fécble power, by insisting

Iste for the restoration to Mexico of all our
other conquests.

bovndary proposed might be estimated tn
be of greater value thon a fair equivalent
for our just demands, our commissioner was

was deemed reasonable.

missible.
were the victorious, and not the vanquished

ultimstum eould never be acce It re~
quired the Uniled Siaten 1o dismember
Texss, by surrenderiog 10 Mexico that part

the Nueces and the Rio Grande, included
within her limits by her laws when she was
an independent republic, and. when she
was annexed to the United States nnd ad-
mitted by Congress as one of the Siates of
onr Union. It contaned no provison. for
the paymentby Mexico of the jusi rlaims
of our citizens. It required indempity to
¥ exican Ciizens for injuries they may
have sustained by our woops in the, prose-
cution of the war, [t demanded the right,
for Mexiea to levy and eollect the Mexican
tarrifl of duties on goods limported into her
ports while in our military oecupation du-
ring the war, and the owners of which had
pal to officers of the United "Siates (he
military contributions which had been
levied o
to the United States, for n pecuniary con-
widerntion, that part of Upper California
Iving north of latiude thirty seven degrees.
Such were the unreasonable terms propos-
(ed by the Mexican commissioners.

The cession to the United Sistes by
Mexieo, of the provinces of New Mexico
and the Californing, as proposed by the
commissioner of the Uniled States, it was
believed, would be more inaceordance with
the convenience and interest of both na
tions, than any other cession of \srritory
which it was probuble Mexico could be
influeed to make-

three milhons of dollars appropriated by [t

““YONTH CAROLINA:—POWERFLL 1N NORmAL, INTELLECTUAL ANPPATSICAL RAESOURCES—THE LAKD OF OUN SIRES AND THE HOME OF OURm avrEcTIONM "’
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[THREE DOLLARE A YEAR—ixanvases

DECEMBER 15, 1847,

n

ilege of the 1ight of way across the isth. [ and
amus of Tehuantepee. The boundary of the | ather countries of the East,

d

It is manifest 10 all who have observed | eived of the unfavorable rémilt of
contempluted teuitorial Findemnity, from |the sciunl condition -of the Mexican Gov- | pegotiations, believing that his continued

New Mexico were
the United Biates,
prevent these tribes from commiwing soc
ootrages, and eompel hem 10 relense
these captives, and restore them 1o their

which induced me 'to an
of pesce whioh  were proposed

Ne. 48

the fact that, at their last session, an act]ernment, forsome years past, and at presen
was paased, npon the Executive rrcommen- | that if these provinees should be resine
dation, appropriating three miillions of | by her, she could not long continue
dollars with that express object. This ap- | hold and . govern them.
propristion was made ¢*to enable the Pres. | feeble a power to govern these provinces, !
ident to cenclude a treaty of pesce, limits, | Iying as they do at a distance of more than |
# thausand miles from her eapitsl, and,

attempted to be rewined by her, the
would constitute but for a short time,
nominally, a part of her dominion.

This would be especinlly the, case with

Upper Califoriin, "Che sagacity of pow-
erfal Kuropean nations has long since
directed their attention to the commercial
importance of that provinee, and there can
be little doubt that the moment the United
Stuates shall relinguish tlieir present ocou-
pation of it, lm;ﬁl

nity, an effort would be made b
foreign Power tn posses it, efihe;

ticiputed thul‘. in utllcilng the terms of a|quest ar by purchuse,
treaty ol “limits and boundaries™ with | government should aecquyre it in_either .

_ o ARGy TRV I OBES, ao e RN re Vo |20,
to be of greater value than the amount of | government would probably be established
Lour demunds agamnst her might be obtain- | by tlie inhabitants, and such foreigners as
ed; and that the prompt payment of this |may remsin in of remove to the country,
sum—in part consideration for the territo- | as soon as it shall be known that the Uni-
ry eeded—on the conclusion of a treaty,and | ted States have abandoned it.
its ratifieation on_her part, might be an|ernment would be o feeble: long- 1o
inducement with her 1o make such a ces- | maintain its separate independent existence
sion of territory as would be _satisfactory [ any wonld finully hecamp aniiexed 1o, ar.be
to the United States. And although the | a dependent eolony of, some more powerful
failure 1o conclude such atreaty hna ron. | State,

eir elaim 10 it as indem-
sOme

Ly vob.
If no Iyor:?:n

Buch a gov-

Should any foreign government attempt

0 possess it as a colony, or otherwise to
neorporate it with itself, the principle
treasury, it is still applicable 1o thatobject, | avowed hy President Monroe in 1824, and
shonld the contingency ocour making such [ reaffirmed in my firs* annual message,
applieation proper. !
The doctrine of no territory is the doc- | sent, be permitted to plantor establish any
trine of no indemnity: and, il sanciioned. | new colony or dominion on any part of the
would be a public acknowledgment that| North Ameriean eantinent, mnst be main-
onr country was wrong, and that the war | mined, In maintaining this pringiple, and

hat no foreign Power shall, with our eon.

resisting its invasion by any foreign

uhanimity, was unjust, and should be abin- | Power, we miight be involved in other
doned: an admission unfounded in faet, and | wars mnre expensive and mare difficul|

han that. in whi h we arenow engag.
e trealy proposed by | od.

The “provinces of New Mexiconnd the

Mexien, but considering the charecier and | Californias are contiguous 10 the territories
amount of our claims, theunjustifiable and | ol the Uniied States, and ifbronght under the
unprovoked commencement of hostilities | government of aur laws, their tesonres g
by her, the expenses of the war 1o whioh | minersl, agricultura', manyfucturing, and
we have heen subjected, and the success | commercial—would soon be developed,

Upper Californinis boanded on the north

hy our Oregon pussessions; and i held by
The commissioner of the Upited States | (he United States, would sonn be seuled
was sdthorized to agree to the estahlish- | by a hardy, enterprising, and intelligent
ment of the Rio Grande as the boundary, | portion of our population, [
from its entance into the Gull 1o its inter- | San Franeisco, nnd other harbors along
section  with the sonthern boundary of | the Californian enast, would affurd shelter
New Mexico, in north latitade about thiv- | for our navy, for our numerous whale
ty-two degrees, and to obiain a ecession to | ghi

The bay of

ps. and other merhant versels em

Ph“?*d in_tht Paciflie ocean al‘l_ll nAsive

profitable commerce with China, and

These advaniages, in which the whale

States of New Mexicoand Upper California, | enmmercial world would paricipnte, wonld
our | at ance be secured 1o the United States
commissioner was,under no circumstances, | the cession of this territory; while it

New Mexico is a frontier provines, nnd

upon wresting (rom her all the other prov. | has never been of any eonsiderable walue
inces, including many of her principaltowns | ;n  Mexico.
andeities, which we had canquered and held | rally connected wilth our western
inour military nceupntion, but were willing to | ments,
conclude a treaty in a spirit of liberality. | of ‘Pexae, too, an slefined by her luws, he
our commissioner was authorized 1o stipn- | fore her admission intn anr Univn, embrace
Al that portion of New Mexien lving cust
of the Rio  Grande,
As the territory to be aequired by the |olaims 10 hold this territory as & part of
her domininns.
question of houndary is important,

From its loeality, it is nato.
seitle-
The territorial limits of tha State

while Mexico still
The adjustment of this

There is sanother  considersition whiel

authorized to stipulate for the payment of | induced the beliel thutthe Mexican govern-
such additional pecuniary consideration a8 | ment might even desire 10 place his prov-
vince wonder the protection ol the
The terms of a treaty propesed by the | mentof the United States. Numernia hands
Mexicun commissioners were wholly inad- | of fierce and warlike savages wander aver it
They negocisted a5 if Mexico | and upon i borders. Mexico hawheen, nid
must eantinoe fo be. ton feeble (o restrain
party. They must have known that their | them from committing depredations, rob-
beties and murders, not only upon the in-
hahitants of New Mexico itself, but npon
those of the other northern Staiee of Mexi-
of the territory of that State lying betweed | cn.

govemn-

It would be a blessing 10 all these

northern States to have their ¢ tizens pro-
tected against them by the power of the
United Siates.
Mexicany, principally females and chil

At this moment, many

among them. |If
Id and governed by
we could oﬂumall{

ren, are in eaptini

families and (riends.
T pro g te ocquire New Mexico
and the Californias, jt was knnwn that but

an ineonsiderible portion of the Mexican
people would betransforred with (hem,
the count
vinces be
n them; and i€ offered to cede | gi i

embraced within these pro.

w';“i:m "wmlh leading considerstions
the térms
intions bein,

ware rejected; aud negnt

at an end, hostilisies were renowed, A

snear the
apon the
city iwell, and after several Jays of gevere
conflict, the Mexican forees vistly superine
in number to our own, were drive !
the city, and i was . oecoupied by our
troops. o

rox'of thibivy of Musise, aid

Tinmediately sftér nfarmntion was

o1

: ne 10 midgioner.
Mexico is loo

hﬂl"

chiefly an uninhabited re:)Jiunasition il may be proper

to'Mexico,

on  from | na

A
the

e T P T
1 presence with the army could be roductive
| of no good, | dérermined 10 reeall our vour.
A despateh 1o this ¢ffoot Was
transmiited to him on the sixth of Octoher
Tast.  ‘The Mexiean government will be
informed of his recall; and that, in the exXis.

W ting sate of things T shall not deony it
Y [proper to make any forther overtutes of
even | neace. but shall be at all - times ready to

receive and consider any proposals which
[may be made by Mexico. '
Since the liberal proposition of the 1J.
nited States was nuthorized to be made in-
April lasy, large expendiures have been
incurted, and the 'l'lmciolll blood of many
of our patriotic fellow citizeas hag been

shed in the prasecution of the war. T%:a

considerntion, snd the eobstin e rlit.;r-

ance of Mexico in protracting the war,

must influence the terms of peace ( wh

it may be deemed proper b\:‘ll‘!!ﬂt ac=
BE R O & g ol L o St
Ourarme having been bre

rious, having subjected to oir  militar

océupation a large portion of the enemy's
country, including his” oapitsl, and )

Hations for pesce havihg failled, the im.
portant qnestions arise, In what man-
ner the war nught to be prosecuted! ac.
what should be onr futare policy? | eannot

available the conquests which we have
wirendy made; snd that, with thin view, We
should hold and occupy, by our naval and
military foroes, all the ports, towns, eitios,
and provinces now in our occupation, or
which may heregfier full iato our posses-
sian; that we should rr&u forwardaour mil-
itary op. rut'ons, and levy such mililary con-
tributions on the eaemy s may, as zr as
practicable, de'ray the Tuture expenses of
the wa.,

Had the government of' Mekico

ed to the equitable and libersl torms
posed, that mode of adjustment woul!
have been proferied, — Mexico having

other terms which could be. ~by--
by the Unijted States, the national honot.
no legs than the public intorests, fequiréa
that the war shouhl be presécuted’ with
increased energy and power until o just
nnd satisln¢tory peace can be obiained, —
In the meantime, as  Mexico refuses all

indemnity, we should adopt ‘measures io
indemnily ourselves, by ' appropriating
rmanently u portion of her 10Ty, —=

Jarly afier the eommencement of the war,
New Mexico and “the Cillifornie were
takin bossession of by our forces, Our
military and navél commanders wera or-
dered 1o eonquer and  hold '}.ﬂt subject
1o he disposed of by a'treaty of pesce.
powed oeeapation, snd have been ‘so  for
many monthe; all resistance on the part of
Mexico having cessed within their limits.
Vam satisfi-d that "hey should " neser ‘be
surrendered to Mexicn,  Should Coa-
s¢_ooncur with me in this epinion, and
that they shoold be retained by ﬂnl{lﬂlﬁd
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certain that as long an it remaing a pact of | States s infemnity, 1 can percei
That it might be manifest not only | the . dominione, they enn be  epjoyed
o Mexien; but o sll other nations, thet the | netiherby Mexico herself-nor by any other!
United Stales were not disposed to take | nation,

gooidl reason while the civil
snd Tiwve o e URIed Stares sHob'd ™ fios
at once be extended over them, ‘T'o wait
for n lrut{ of pence. such as we are wil-
ling o make. by whieh oor relations to
wards them would not be chinged, eannot
be good polliey; whilst our own ijnterost,
and that of the penple inhabiting them re-
require that a stable, responsible, and fieo
government under our suihority should
#8000 us possible, ‘be estibliched over
them:  Shoud Congress, therelore, de.
termine o hold these provinces perma.
nently, and that they shall hereafier be ean.
sidered’ as contituent’ prts of oir'conntry,
the carly establishment of tereitorial gov-
exnments over them will be jinporiant for
the more perfect protéction of persons and’
property; and I reeommend that such ter-
ﬁtnlrill governments be estblishod. It
will promaie peace sud trinqiility among
the inﬁnbﬁpﬂ'i‘;. y'allh Tng%jizhhﬂ"
sion that (héy may still éhtertain of being
again sobjectéd to (he juriddiction of Mex+
ien, 1 ‘invits the early and fivoranle

considersiion of Congress 1o this impont.

ant subjest, . i &
Beysides New Mexien and the Califonias,
there are other Mexican provinees which,
mﬂ b”

have been r«ltjut"ﬂ! l;: oup
conquest. Thewe other Mexican W
ate now governed by our mmmjr;ﬁ:f na
vil eommundérs, ander the general
anthority whiéh is conlerred upon
queror by lvmr;ﬂ'ql' war. They

contintie o eld’ m:sa'?ip’ -

a L
Mexico 1o aceede (o just (ern
('J;!il ll"\;llliih'l

19 condoct vnment,
Tyl el Ty
tributiods levied ‘on the Y
fixed hy law  foF such m v,
thiis emplayed. “"What lurthe
may become necessary, mnd :

must Jep
kY
:

loubt  that-we should “weeury mnd ~vendéy —

!_tlliri'ltlie'l .o' L

declined (0 do this, and friled-10 offer any -~ '




