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FROM OUR EINSTON CORRESPONDENT. -

KixsTox, April 5.

Eprrons STaTE JourNaL:— We have news from
the Tar River county this morning, t» the effect that
Gen. Hill has completely beseiged Washington, N.C:
Qur troops have the town thoroughly encompassed,
the enemy hemmed in at every pointand cut off from
all communication both by land and water, oar
having captured the enemy’s balteries at Hll} s,
sitnated ou the banks of the Tar River, seven miles
below the town, whicli position gives usan cpen feld
and a fair fight with the Yaukee shipping, should
they attempt to pass up the river with reinforcements
for Wasbingten.

I learn, since writing the above, that two gunboats |
followed by several large transports loaded with

s from Newbern to reinforce Washington, at-
tempted to run by our blockade at Hill's Point, on
day before yesterday, when were fired upon by
our batteries, and so badly ged as to be forced
to pat back. Tney could not pass our guns and at
last accounts the enemy were landing troops below
our wcrks at Hill's Point, but I failed to learn on
which side of the river they were landing. .

Two flags of truce have been sentinto Washington,
by Gen. Hill; one demanding a surrender of the

lace, and the other forewarning the women aud

children to leave the town without delay. 'The

abolitionists preemptorily refused to accede to either

ition. Gen. Hill bas not yet shelled Washing-

ton, but will doubtless do so very soon, unless the
Yankees surrender quickly.

Cannonading has been heard in the direction of
Washington at almost avy time for the last few days;
but T learn that it is our troops engaging the enemy’s
boats along the river. 1

This news, if true, is important and I have no
right to doubt.one word of it, for it comes from most
reliable sources. :

ARMY CORRESPONDENCE STATE JOURNAL.
CAMP NEAR Fasnzntcxsmna,}
March 80th, 1863.

Mgessrs. Eprtors :—As I have noticed the Journal
and several other North Carclina papers, and have
seen nothing said about the 23rd N, C. Regiment, I
think it nothing but right'that something should be
said, and if nobody else will say any thing, I wilisay
a few words myself, though I do net feel myself atall
competent. :

This regiment has been engaged in most of the bat-
tles from Williamsburg to Fredericksburg. Tt was
engaged in and suffered s verely in the memorable
battle of Seven Pines, in which its loss was terrible.
Not less than 27 officers were killed and wounded,
while the privates suffered in proportion. It was en-
gaged in the series of battles fought around Rich-
moad, rikewise the memorable battles of Boonsboro’
and Sharpsburg, in both of which its sufferiugs were
intense.

Col. D. H. Christie, its noblé commander, is a sol-
dier by education and practice, and is noted for his
bravery and the superior dJiscipline of his regiment.

We are now on the South side of the Rappahan-
hock waiting for the approach of the enemy. Allis
quiet now, and as the sun pours forth its brilliant
rays upon our sunny soil, it seems like it would never
be disturbed again by the roar of cannon or the sharp
crack of the musket ; but we expect to have to mest
the enemy again and to face the cannon’s mouth.
Aund if we do, we will do it trusting alone in Him
who has always stood by us and been our shield when
danger was nigh. T. B, M.

THE STATE JOURNAL.

WEDNESDAY, April 8, 1863.

At the last session of Congress that body failed to
pass o tax bill when the whole people were loudly de-
diag the measure. We believe the Conservative
press were especiaily loud io its censure of the omis-
sion, and forthwith proceeded to launch oat into con-
Jempation of the a_dministrttionﬁ\f Mr, Davis for
this non-actisn of Congress. T

Congress has now, it is understood, nearly matured
a bill of the kind. At once the ery of opposition is
raised by this same Conservative press.agaipst the

. bill, ard the administration is assailed most furiously.
‘Were the opposition aimed at the details of the
bill, we could give credit for its honesty. But as the

.provisions of it have nut yet ben matured, as we
cannot know what the terms of it will be until it
finally passes both houses, and itis-not known that the
President will apﬁrovc it when passed, we take the
incipient howl of opposition which is prepared to
bur:t into a regular hurricane of denunciation asonly
the hypocritical ululations of the hired mournersata
funegal. .

There is 10 inciple and no honesty in the opposi-
tion to the t:;pl’:h'l\hn@ Congress as it now stands,
because no one feature of it, as yet, has any binding
force. It is only at this stage the special action of the
members entitled to no more weight than their re-
spective private judgments.

But a tax bill in some form is necessary and ine¥i- |
table. The Government must be supported and the
people must furnish the money in some form and at
somo day. If the Government goes on its present
course of issuing vast quantities of paper currency,
making no preparation to redeem it, it will soon be
worthless. Like the notes of anindividual who bor-

" rows from every person and pays nonme, the Govern-
ment will soon find no one so credulous as to take its
faithless promises, .

If however, the people ace the government making
provision to meet its engagements, its money will be
frecly taken aud full value given in every material
which it needs.

Thus by a firm eredit the debt of the country will
be less and the people in the end will save immense
gums of taxation by advancing at this time the means
of fixing the credit of the Government securely.
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At the present value of the, currency a pound of
meat is worth Afty cents, IF the value of the Cun-
fuderate notes were increased to that degree that the
gnme meat could be bought for twenty-five cents, of
course the expeuditures for this article would only be
one kalf what it nowis. Soin proportion with every
thing clse, and the people hercafter woull have not
tore than one halfﬁo-f_ the debtupon them which is
now being incarred by the waut of some prop to the

< credit of Corifederate currency.
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The Voice of the People.

We coutinue extracts from our private letters.

A subscriber writing rom Hookerton, says:

“I send you five dollars for your Weekly, and when
that amount is expended give me notice and T will
respond to your call. I am anxious tosee your paper
sustained, and all other papers that will lay on upon
old Buffaloe Holden, for I think he isone of the worst
encmies we have in North Carolina, He is the big
Buffaloe, aud I am in hopes lie will meet with what
he deserves some day.” 1

Annther subscriber writes us as follows from- Bertie
county : .

“ LEnclosed you will find two dollars for which you
will please send your weekly paper to . Ido
not know the price of the Weekly. If thisis not
enough, I will send you the balance for the year.

“Iam a subscriber to your paper, and a willing
one at that. It is such a strong war sheet, and advo-
cates the freedom of the South in such a way, thatit
is,cor at least ought to be, a welcome visitor to all.

° . ¢ I am trying to get all ncar me
to take it. Holden’s paper comes to this office * thick
and heavy.’ .

“There is a certain Union nan in this county who
has done more harm to us in this section than ail oth-
ers. le has bought a great quantity of cotton, and
there is a report of his selling some of it to the Yan-
kees. Heand Holden did correspond in regard to it.
The substance of the correspondence I am not aware
of. But there'is oue thing certain, Holden and this
maun have done the Confederacy a great injury down
- bere. This man is speculating in ail the necessaries
of life. He bas done much towards depreciating «ur
currency, He has been a merchant in Roxobel for
some time, and consequently has some influence with
the lower cliss of people. He has kept men here
from joining the Cnnfecfemte army, and caused them
to join the Buffaloes. : This cannot be proved, He
was afraid totalk before Vance was clected Governor,
but now, like Holden, he thinks the peopl: will sanc-
tidon all he says. )

“ Mr., Editor, this is not half. It is time
his actions were looked into. There are strong
Southern men here who are atraid to move for fear he
will send, the Buffaloes against them (for we expect
them daily.) Will you pleasé eall the attentior of

Cods
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A stringent tax bill every body admits will secure
this prep by lessening the volume of the currency and
inspiring confidence in the honestygof the Govern-
meet to meet its liabilities, undeterred by the arts of
demagogucs and the machinations of malcontents,

Why, not pass a heavy tax-bill with liberal ®xemp-
tions to the pgor and the soldier ?

There can only be too objections urged against the
measure, .

One is that the people dont want to pay any taxes
at all, for any purpose «.This is the plea of the dema-
gogue; with no sense, no horesty and no policy in it.

Auother objection is that the Confederate Govern-
ment isa t;.}mnny and it does not become freemen
to sulmit to its exactions. "

There are some in the country who think and talk
in this way. They say we have no confidence in the
cause of tho ‘Confederacy, we never supported its
creativn, we have no love for it now and never had,
we are not solicitous in meeing it %ustained, and we
wish it destroyed; therefore, we &re willing to pay
Tio $axes to sustain a cause we detest.

There is a policy in the reasunipg of the latter class,
a most destructive one, Tt is thc}:olicy of reconstruc-
tion, which has never been abandoned by a portion of
our public men. :

They forget one thing howeveér. It is this, if the
Confederacy, goes duwn, all their momey will be worth
nothing, and by sacrificing thefr country they will
bave destroyed themselves.

Demagogues and malcontents, then have already
began their warfare upon the tax-bill. They will
—keep it up, and they will mislead many people into
Jjoining in the opposition.

But these things always have to be encountered by
every free avernment. The truc friends of the peo-
ple, und the trie supporters of our independeuce, as
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they hawo hezctofor s, so they must still battle against
predjudice, ambition and treason, and in the ¢nd they
will prove trinmphant. ’

A tax-bill in some form is vne of the nelessities of
of vur sitnation. We have no hope lhy{: une can or
will be framied {ree of objection,  Sucly’. #he has neve
er been framed by any legislatiye body. But the
common gnod must be sustainei at the expense of

some inconveaoience, @ -

A Vavvapre-Tasre.—Through the politeness of
the Confederats Tax Redeiver for this State, Wm. K.
« Lane, Esq., we are enabled to lay before our readers
‘mn abstract +f the Confederate Tax paid by the State
lof North Ce.rolind for the year 1862. This table will
'be found t> possess considerable value,and should be
carefully aid aside for future reference. |
Our acvertising friends will bear with us for cne
issue we are sure.

J. 5. H. Beatty writes to us on business, dating his
" letter “ Duplin Reads, W. W. R. R.” There is no
such postollice, and hence we caanot reply to him,
vot knowing how to direct our letter. Should this
meet Mr. Beatty's eye, he is informed that his monev
never came to hand. i )
We take this occasiun to fequest all persons writing
to us to name their posioffice, und all subecribers
wishing their papors changed from one office to anoth.
cr, to state the office from which as well as that fo
which the paper is to be vent. A little attention to
“this matter will save us many hours of labor, and se-
cure prowpt altentiva o their requests,
R SN N e
I the press of the country will imitate the example
8¢t by the Aryus, as explained in the following ex-
- tract from that paper, many a field intended for cot-
tou and wbacon, will bear a erop of corn.  Many a
man, who will face his conscience und shut his soul
against the appeals of patrictism, will cower before
- the just lashings of (he press. Let a record of those
Wwhose sole hepe is gain, and whose hearts rejoics in
the tml.:bﬁos of their country, as affording thew an op
- Foriuuity to gather money, be kept, that herenfter-
whfm theyr _boast of patriotism or desire promolinn’
- their ambition may be confronted by their shamelos;
baseness in this hour of trial :

" We have been promised by. gentlemen, whose o

tenities of procuring the i &
Fl:o[ the nalnl:es of Iglln_ler:nl;?lra?a;:?lt“:higsmde;:
more ‘cot!on t_l:an will be necessary for ’ oonsgm .
tion. We will publish this list, that thas people m?v.l
. the army may know and distingyish their friends from
their enemies.

the authorities to things'down here.”

We leavs the people and the authorities to ponder
the forcgoing, and fur the present we suspend our ex-
tracts. The veice cf tlie people shall be Lieard and as
surely shall yet prevail.

We conclude for to-day with the fullowiog from a
subseriber in Edgecombe :

“ If it is ot incompatible with the public interest,
I would like to know who *“An Original Secessionist”
is. He rakes that abolitionist Holden just right,”

It is incompatible with the desire of * Original Se-
cessicnist.” '

Affairs in Norfolk.

The following items are culled from a letter from a

the batteries near this city :

I wish to tell you something about the negroes, and
Peter H. \Whitehurst. The negroes are doing 2s they
please perleetly unrestrained ; they have parties and
balls every week—Ilast Tuesday nignt they had a very
large one on Union street, and I am told they hadl
every delicacy which could be bought or stolen.

Liast weck, I and Mary (my daughter) started over
to Portsmouth, and as we got near Barry's-store we
met twe regro men, one uf them lockinz me full in
the face, said, *“.when white w men see a gentleman
coming they must get out of their way,” and hie push-
ed me duwn, and the other pushed Mary ou the street
On recovering Tlonked %o see if (here were no gentlon
men who would protect and defend ne. '];I:r:c was
one man standing near, but he eaid it he were to d.,
anythiog he would Ue serious’y isjurtd. Is not this
a gad state of things?  But we are hoping for the day
when we ehall be delivered, and we will pitiently bear
up urnder our triubles, .1
. Now for Peter II. Weritehurst L. ' as been unre-
mitting in bis efforts W oppress and nfilict every Sc-
cessionist in the city. A week ago hie went to eme of
the Banks and exciiang:d for othier money all the Viee
ginia 'I"reasury notes wiich he had, and then went to
Gen. Viele and told Lim that the only way to Lhumble
aud bring to their proper sense these secesh womcn
was to prevent the circulation of Virinia Treasury
Dotes, (this is the cnly money the soldiers conld senid.
home to their families which would pass here in Ports-
mouth.) Tmmediately \'ic!e‘issuﬁs“a proclamation
probibiting the circulation of these notes, and it will
astouish you to know that Peter H. Whitehurst is now
going about and buying frown the poor families these
notes at fifty cents to the dollar, and openly boasis if
the war lasts two years Icuger he will be a millionaire,

Pelershury Express,

The enemy scem bawildered on the Yazao, The
expedition up Deer Creck proved an abortion, andjtt:
boats composing the expedition have left that section
altogether. At Greenwood they have becn sigually
repulsed and fell back to let their wounds heal and
make more collossal preparations for the next assault
on Fort Pem n. They look on this as the most
feasible route to Vicksburg, and we™ think as soon as
reinforcements are received, another attempt 1o re-

move the snag above Greenwood will be m

lady in Norfolk to her son, who ig statioued in one of |

“cau be much easier transporied

Vick=burg Whig, 31st.
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An Absurd Rumer.

~ Tie following sensible remarks, from the Lynch-
turg Republican in connection with amost rediculous

i 8 nsation story which has been atloat in this city for
| the last two or tinee days, we evinmend to all who
may have Leen timid enough to place any reliance in it:

There was an idle rumor ativat in our cily yester-

| hay, tothe ctiect that President Davis was going to
| Issue a proclamation announeiug the evacuation of

Virginia as a military pecessity growing cut of the.
scarcity of provisions. We hardly suppose that any
sensitle man has given a moments credence to such a
senscless report. A moment’s reflection will teach
any one capable of being taught a single idea, that if
the evacuation of Virginia was a military l;ecessity
the President would have had #60 much prudence to
announce it in an official bulletin to our enemies - and
i35 a not less self evident proposition that to evacu-
ats Virgiuia for the want of provisions would simply
h::“t-‘: “Jjump from the frying-pan into the ﬁm.P
v ere would our armies go for befter supplies? If
the pruvisions aro in North Carolina or Georgia they
to the Army of the
Potomse, than the army can be transported to
the provisions. Desides, to abanden Virginia on ac-
count of a Jack of supplies would be to surrender all
we have io Virginia at this timg, and all we can
promise ourself by the new crop of preseat summer
To give up the most valuable agricuitaral country in
the world to the devastation of the enemy would be a
very foolisk way to feed cur armies,
But the ramer iz 100 silly a one to demand notice,

and we haye merely alluded to it, Lecause there are =
great many siily people in the world, who can blow a
bladder into a bailuon of tremendous proportions.—
Virginia is not going to be evacuated for any cause,
and while there may be sume scareity of suppliés in
our army, it is simply because the necessary transpor-
tation Las not beeu availabla for some time, and  be-
canse the mode of executing impressments for some
time has Leer such as to deter tarmers from sending
forth their products to market. There is plenty in
the country to feed our armies until the pew crop
comes in, and enough of muscle in our army to whip
the hosts of fighting Joe Hooker wherever ~that gal-

Jant Yavkee may think proper to c¢ross the Rappa-

hannock. .

The cause of the-breaking of the Lridge in Rich-
mond recently, as the prisoners were marching over
it, it is said to "have been not their weight, but the
fact that they were marching to music and keeping
the step. ' Thig same‘thing caused oncof the strona- -
est iron bridges across the Loire in France to full in
1855, with a regiment passing over. The regular
tramp of a large number of men is the most trying
ordeal a bridge ean undergo. Some suspension bridges
have notices prohibiting the marching ot bedies of
men to music across. 'T'he remedy is to march men
across bridges in broken step. The same principle
in marching is exhibited by the fly wheel. Let a
heavy fly wheel be a few pounds ont of balance, and

L and weneral effort to pe
¢ -number and efficiency ¢

get rapidly in motion on the upper floor of a build-
ing, it will shake it down. 3
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The Literary Board.

This Doard met in this city on the 27th ult., at the
Executive Office, all the members and the Genersl
Superintendent of the Copnrion Scheols, being present,

The Sprieg distribution of $100,000 was made to
the several counties of the 8tate, and the Board adop-
ted measures to’guard aod increase the Literary Fond,
to make it very eflicient and available to the impor-

“tant interests for which it was founded,

The Board unavimously adopted among othiers the
following resolutions : ’

_ Resolved, That this Board appreciating the condi-
tion «f the country and lcoking te the future Listory
of this Commonwealth, dohereby urge upon-ail Boards
of Bzperintendents, Sehool Committees aud our citi-
zens gernerally the absolute importance of an energetic
uate and to incresse in
common gclhocls of the
State, and that (hey are ealled upon to give to the
G¢neral Superintendent theéir warmest co-opcration,
—~Resolved, That the fonds of the Board under prop-
er mapagement are ample, together with the School
tax from the ple, to furnish and
every School district in the Stafe, an cffcient school
for a good portion of the year.

Resolved, That it is the carest desire of the Board,
that the Boards of Superintendents and School Com-
mittees, shall annually expend the entire amonnt of
School Fund to the credit of each County in keeping
up the Schools, and that they employ competent fe-
maies as well as male teachers, and cspecially, when
it can be done, wounded and disabled soldiers, at such
prices as will -renumerate them for-their scrvices,

rpetuate in !

s s —————

e
1 76

Llesolved, That the assessments mads [or l

Scliools to those Counties which are row 0410
in possession of the enemy; siwll b et
credil of said Counties an the bocks of th
shall be disbursed to them us

properly used. ] _

Hllt)r!}qll(‘l;[]'\' the [luilawis o resoiution Wl
mousty adoptad :

Resolrved, That it Le vespectfully recomd
the oflicers of the Commen Schuols aud o
of the State geveraily, to exert themsoine @8-
adoption of measures for the education of yoiug "
wounded and dizalled in the army, in order H&f
may be enabled to puisue the oecupation of AR T
or other callings for which they may {bf puy ==
qualified. '

Psof. Sterling and Rev. ", H, Wilcy were 8/ 0
ed drlegates from the Boand to the Teachers L0,
tion to be held in Columnbia, S. (., this month—"
., Claristian Adecocals.

MisTAREN.—The Raleigh Standard is
saying 1hat every member in this State, W
bis seat, voted against the Tux Dill which ™

assed in the House of Depresentalives. ™
mber from this State v«»te-f for the Dbill, &
one, the member from the Raieigh I):bzr:ct‘..wi“.
said that the bill was passed by a very large BN,
The Standard was led into the error by l.h“‘ 5.;:‘;”
the “*Assessmert Bill,” a supplemental bill p La¥
bing rules and regulations for putting the Tsx»;.im:
in operation, All the N. C. members \'Oled_ ”f"‘u,___:-_a.
the supplemental bill, probably because (bey €%
ered it too complicated,— West. Deumecral.
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