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whole matter shall be I before you, when
it will be seen that the jprehension which
appears to have suggesd one of ‘the pro-
visions of the act passedat your last ses-
sion, that the restorath of the trade in
question might be corgeted with other
subjects, and was soug to be obtained
at the sacrifice of the pblic interest in o-

will be left unemployed on my part to pro-
mote these salutary feelings, and-thoseim-
provements of which the commercial in-
tercourse between the two countries is sus-
ceptible, and which bave derived increas-
importance from our treaty with the
Sublime Porte. _

I sincerely regret to inform you that

lahions, may be expected. It is, there-
fare, my earnest hope that this old and
vixatious subject of difference may be
speedily removed.

I feel that my confidence in our appeal
t» the motives which should govern a just
#vd magnanpimous nation, is alike war-
noted by the character of the French peo-

productions was admitted iuto the coloni-
al islands of Great Britain, by particular
‘concession, limited to the term of one year,
but renewed from year to year. In the
transportation of these productions, how-
ever, our vessels were not allowed to en-
gage ; this being a privilege reserved to
British shipping, by which aione our pro-

g} ther particulars, was Wolly unfounded ; | our Minister lately commissioned to that |jle, aud by the bigh v ) _
‘l? | ; MESSAGE duce could be teden to the islands, and |and thatthe change whh I'{as taken place | court, on whose diatingu;shed ?nleuts and Pl’ the enlarged views and pure integrity
5 1 FROM THE . theirs br g ‘usin {'Eturﬁ- From New- |in the views of the Brish Government | great experience in public affairs 1 place ¢f the monarch who now over

. PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED S;I‘ATES, foundlant her continental possessions, | has been induced by cdsiderations as ho-

great reliance, has been compelled by ex-
treme- indisposition, to exercise a privilege
which, in ¢onsideration of the extent
which his coustitution had*been impaired-
in the public service, was committed to
his discretion, of leaving temporardy h!B
post for the advantage of a more ggoial cli-
mate. '

If, as itis to be MBped, the imgrovement
of his health should be such as to justify
him in doing so, he will repais to St. Pe-
tersburg, and resume the discharge of his
official duties. [ have received the most

satisfactory assurance thay, in the mean

teir councils ; and nothing shall be wan-
{4pg on my part to meet any mauifesta-
‘qﬁ‘n of the spirit we anticipate in ove of
corresponding frankness and hberality.
The subjects of difference with Spain
have been brought to the view of that Go-
vernment, by our Minister there, with
much force and propriety;and the strongest
assurances have been received of their ear-
ly and favorable consideration.

Thie steps which remained to place the
matter in controversy between Great Brit-
ain and the United States fairly before the
arbitrator, have all been taken 1n the same

At'the Commencement of the Second Ses-
sion of the m Congress.
Fellow-Citizens of the Senate and House
sentatives :

The pleasure I bave 1n congratulating
you on your return to your constitutional
- duties i3 much heightened by the satisfac-
tion wiich the condition of our| beloved
country at this period justly inspires. The
beneficent Author of all good has granted
to us, during the presentyear, health,peace,
and plenty, and- numerous causes for joy
in the wonderful success which attends

all our prdd'q:tions,:as well as our vessels,
were excluded, with occasioual relaxa-
tions, by/which, in seasons of distress, the
former were admitted in British bottoms.

By the treaty of 1794, she offered to
conede to uf, for a limited time, the right
of cgrying to her West India possessions,
in oy vessels not exceeding seventy tons
burdn, and upon the same terms as Brit-
ish essels, any produections of the United
State; which British vessels might import
theretom. But this privilege was coupled
with jonditions which are supposed to
have bdtoits rejection by the Senate;

norable to both partiess,
sult will prove beneficia -
This desirable resuit was, ¥ will be seen,
greatly promoted by the libaral and cynfi-
ding provisions of #h\ act of Congress ‘of
the last session, by WAich aur.ports were,
upon the reception and anpunciation by
the President of the req\ired assurance on
the part of Great Britain forthwith open~-
ed to her vessels, before e arrangement

could be carried into effeg on her Em;
gis-
by

I trust, tbt%re-

of Repre-

pursuing, in this act of prespective
lation, a similar course to that ad

the progress of our free institutions.
With a population unparalleled in

increase, and possessing’a character which
combines the hardihood of enterprise with

that i§ that Ameriean vessels should land
their pturn cargoes in the United States
only ;and, moreover, that they should,

its

Great Britain, in abolishing, by IE.act of
Parliament in 1825, a restriction hen ex--
isting, and permitting our vesselsjo clear
from the colonies, on their return joyages,

time, the pablic interests in that quarter
will be preserved from prejudice, by the
intercourse which he will continue, thro’ |
the Secretary of Legation, with the. Rus-

liberal and friendly spirit which charac-
terised those before announced. Recent
events have doubtless served to delay the
decision, but our Minister at the court of

_ : \ | “*| durirg the continuance of the privilege, |for any foreign country whateve} before | sian cabinet. the distinguished arbitrator has been assu-
the considerateness of wisdom, we see in| pe pecluded from carrying molasses, su- |British vesse%s had hegl relieved the| You are apprised, although the fact has |red that it will be made within the time
every section of our country a steady im-| uar_ loffee, cocoa, or eotton, either from '

provement in the means of social inter-

restriction imposed by our law, § return-
* course, and correspondent effects upon the

ing directly from the United Stas to the

not yet been officially contemplated by the treaty.

thosqislands or from the United States,

b AT

- N5

genius and laws
lic.

of our extended repub-

to ay other partofthe world. Great Brit-
ain fadily consented to expunge this ar-

: ticleirom the ; and subs t at-
‘The apparent exceptions to the harmo- MEND R W SR e puDecqueR

ny of the prospect are tobe referred rather
to inevitable diversities in the various in-

terests which enter into the composition of
8o extensive a whole, than to any want of
attachment to the Union—interests whose
collisions serve only, in the end, to foster
the spirit of conciliation and patriotism,
80 essential to the preservation of that U-
nion, which, I most devoutly h?pe, 18 des-

tined to prove imperishable.

temps to arrange the terms of the trade,
eithe| by treaty stipulations or conecerted
legishtion, baving failed, it has been suc-
cessiely sujpended and allowed, accor-
ding pp the Tarying legislation of the par-
ties. | |

Tl’k follgving are the prominent points
which have; in later years, separated. the.
two Goverrments. Besides a restriction,

wherepy allimportations into her colonies

colonies—a restriction which shjrequired
and expected that we would abgsh. Up-
on each occasion, a limited ander
ry adyvantage has been given to
site party, but an advantage of
tance in comparison with the pstoration
of matual confidence and feelings,
and the ultimate establishment g the trade
upon fair principles. R

It gives me unfeigned pleasuL to gssure
you that this negociation has Hen, thro'-
out characterised by the most rank and
friendly spiriton thepart of

1€ UPPO‘
> impor-

n.lrunced to the
House of Representatives,that atreaty was,
in the month of March last, concluded be-
tween the United States and Denmark, by -
which 8650,000 are secured to our citi-
zens as an indemnity for spoliations upon
their commerce in the years 1808, 1809,
1810, and 1811. This treaty was sanc-
tioned by the Senate at the close of its last
session ; and it now becomes the duty of
Congress to pass the necessary laws for
the orgamzation of the Board of Com-

I am particularly gratified in being able
to state that a decidedly favorable, and,
as I hope, lasting change has been ef-
fected in our relations with the peighbor-
ing republic of Mexico. The unfortunate
and unfounned suspicions in regard to our
disposition, which it became my painful
duty to advert to on a former occasion,
have been, I believe, entirely removed ;
and the Government of Mexico has been
made to understand the real character of

missiouers to distribute the indemnity a-
oungst the claimants. It is an agreeable

|

the wishes and views of this in regard to
that conntry. The consequence. 1s, the

Giat Britain, | circumstance in this adjustment, that its establishment of frie g‘lnd mutual

B0tk adit il ek in Anerica) vessels are confined to our [and concluded in a manner stzugly'indx- terms are in gonformity with the previous- confidence. Such € assurances
o the midst of these blessing, we have | oy, produits carried hence, a restriction |cative of a sincere desire p cultivate
recently witnesséd changes in the condi-

ly ascertained yiews of the claimants them- | which I have received, and I see no cause
to whieh itdoes not appear that we have

. : : : _ the best relations with the Unted Ntates.
tion of other nations, which may, in their ith the’Uwted Ntates

selves ; thus removing all pretence for fu- |to doubt their sincenty. B £
% ever objectd, a leading object on the part | To reciprocate this dispositionto the ful-|ture agitation of the subject in any form. ‘l had reason to expect the mc!“’“!“
consequences, call for the utmost vigilance, | of Great Bitain has been to prevent us |lest extent of my ability, 1s a luty which | Thenegociationsin regardtd such points |of a commercial treaty with Mexico in
wisdom, and unanimity in our councils, | from bec ing the earriers of British |I shall deem it a privilege to lischarge. |in our foreign relations as remain to he |season for communication on the present
and the exercise of all the moderat'on and | West Infia commodities to any other & a '

patriotism of our people.
The important modifications of their
government, effected with so mueb cour-
age and wisdom by the people of Frange,
afford a bappy presage of their future
course, and have naturally elicited from
the kindred feelings of tkis nation that
spontaneous and universzlburst of applause
in which you have partieipated. In con-
. gratulating you, my fellow-citizens, upon
an event so auspicious to the dearest in-
terests of mankind, 1 do no more than re-
spond to the voice of my country, without
transcending, in the slightest degree, that
salutary maxim of the illustrious Wash-
ington, which enjoins an abstinence from
all interferepce with the internal af-
fairs of other nations. From'a people ex-
ercising, in the most unlimited degree, the
right of self-government, and enjoying,
as derived from this proud characteristic,
under the favor of heaven, much of the
happiness with which they are blessed ; a
people who can point in trmumph to their
free institutions, and challenge compari-
son with the fruits they bear, as well as
with the moderation, intelligence and en-
ergy, with which they are administered;
from such a people, the deepest sympathy
was to be expected in a straggle .for the
- sacred principles of liberty, conducted in
a spirit every way worthy of the cause,
andcrowned by an heroic moderation which
has disarmed revolution of its terrors.—
Notwithstanding the strong assurances
which the man whom we so sincerely love
and justly admire has given to the world
of the high character of the present King
of the French, and which, if sustained to
the end, will secure to him the proud ap-
pellation of Patriot King, it is not in his
success, but in that of the great principle
which has borne him to the throne—the
paramount authority of the public will
—that the American people rejoice.
~ I'am happy ‘to inform you that the an-
ticipations which were indulged at the date
of my last communication on the subject
of foreign affairs, have been fully realised
in several important particulars.

0 arrangement has been effected with
Great Britain, in relation to the trade be-
tween the United Statesand her West In-
dia and North American ¢olonies, which
has settled a question that has for vears
afforded matter for contention and a{most
uninterrupted discussion, and has been
the subject of no less than| six negocia-
tions, in a manner which promises resylts

—highly favorable to the parties.

Although the result is, itself, the best
commentary on the services rendered to his
country by our Minister atthe court of St.
James, it would be doing vislence to my
feelings were 1 to dismiss the subject with-
out expressing the very higi sense '1 en-
tertain of the talent and eertion ‘which
have been displayed by hindon the occa-
sion. ,

The injury to the commerce of the Uni-
ted States resulting from the exclusion of
our vessels from the Black sea, apd the
previous footing of mere sdferance mpon
which even the limited trate enjoyed by
us with Turkey has hitherb been placed,
have, for a long time, beed a source .of
much solicitude to this Government, and
several endeavors have been made to ob-
tain a better state of things. Sensible of
the importance of the object, T felt it my
duty to leave no proper means unemploy-
ed'to acquire for our flag the same privi-
leges that are enjoyed by the principal
powers of Europe. Commissioners were,
consequently, appointed, to open lgomago-
ciation with the Sublime Porte. Net long
after the member of the commission who
went directly from the United Statés had
sailed, the account of the treaty of Adri-
anople, by which one of the objectsin view
was supposed to be sé€ured, reached this
country. The Blacksea was understood
to be opened to us. Under the supposi-
tion that this was the case, the additional
facilities to be derived from the establish-
ment of commercial regulations with the
Porte were deemed of sufficient importance
to require a prosecution of the negociation
as originally contemplated. It was there-
fore persevered in, and resulted iy a trea-
ty, which will be forthwith laid before the
Seunate, '
By its provisions, a free passage is se-
cured, without limitation of time,’ to the
vessels of the Iinjted States, to atd from
the Black sea, including the nawigation
thereof ; and our trade ' with Turkey 1s pla-
ced on the footing of the most favored na-
tion. The latter i1s an arrangement whol-
ly independent of the treaty of Adriano-
ple; and the former derives much value,
not only from the increased security which,
under any eircumstances, it would give to
the right in question, but from the fact,
| ascertained in the course of the negocia- |that justice will sogn be done to us.—

tion, that, by the construction put upon | The amount of the claims, the length of
that treaty by Turkey, the article relating | time they they have remained unsatisfied,
to the of the Bosphorus is confi- | and their incontrovertible justice, make an
ned to nations having treaties with the | earnest prosecution of them by this Gov-

occasion. Circumstances which are not
explained, but which, I am perlunbtl, are
%ot the result of an indisposition on hey
part to enter into it, have produced the
delay.

There was reason to fear, in the course
of the last summer, that the harmony of
our relations might be disturbed by the
aets of certain claimants, under Mexican
grants, of territory which has hitherto
been under our junsdiction. The co-op-
eration of the representative of Mexico
to do unto them as we would wish 10 be ynear his Governmeut was asked on the
done by ; and avoiding even the appeamns |Occasion, and was readily uﬂ'ordedl. In-
ance of undue partiality to any nation, it}structions and advice bave been given to
appears to me impossible that a simpl Gevesnor of Arkansas and the officers
and sincere application of our principh exicen
to our foreign relations can fail to placgi¥tate, : quiet of
them vltimately upon the footing on whic at frontier will be preserved, until a
it 18 our wish they should rest. fnal settlement of the dividing line -

Of the points referred to, the most proe | have removed all nd of CONtroversy. ..
minent are,s our claims wpon France{ Tbeexchangeof ratificationsof the treas

. .
for spoliations upon our commerce ; simi- ria has

ty concluded last year with
lar claims upon Spain, together with em- | not yet taken place. The delay has been-
barrassmentsis the commercial intercourse

occasioned by the non-arrival of the rati-
between the two countries, which ouglt |fication of Ilhnt Government within the
to be removed ; the conclusion of the trea- | ume prescribed by the.treaty. Renewed
ty of commerce and navigation with Mex- |authority has beeri asked for by the repre-
ico, which has been so long in Suspense,

sentative of Austria; arfd, in the mean
as well as the final settlement of limits be- | time, the rapidly increasing trade and na-
tween ourselves and that republic ; and, fi-

vigation between the two countries have
nally, the arbitrameut of the question be- | been placed upon the most liberal footing
tween the United States and Great Brit-

of our navigation acts. _ :
ain in regard to the northeastern bounda- | Several alleged depredations have been
ry

recently eommitted on our commerce

the national vessels of Portugal. They
have been made the subject of immediate
remonstrance and reclamation. 1am not
yet possessed of sufficient information to
express a definitive opinion of their char-
acter, but expect soon to receive it. Neo
proper means shall be omitted to obtain
for our citizens all the redress to which
they may appear to be entitled.

Almost at the moment of the adjorn-
ment of your last session two bills, the
one entitled “An act for making ro-
priauon for building light-houses, hght-
boats, beacons, and moouments, placing
buoys, and for improving harbors and di-
recing surveys,” and the other, “An act
to authorize a pti for stock in
the Louisville and Portland Canal Com-
pany,” were submitied for my approval.
It was not ible, within the tme ai-
lowed me, before the close of the session,
o give these bills the consideration which
was due fo their character and importance;
and I was compelled 10 retain them for

adjusted, have been actively prosecuted
during the recess. Material advances
have been made, which are of a character
to promise favorable results. Our coun-
try, by the blessing of God, is not in a si-
tuation to invite aggression ; and it will be
our fault if she ever becomes so. Sincered
ly desirous to cultivate the most liberal &
friendly relations with all ; ever ready to
fulfil our engagements with scrupulous fi-
delity ; limiting our demandsupon otherstb
mere justice ; holding ourselves ever ready

counyy than our own. -Onthe part of thé
United States, it has been contended, 1st.
That the subject should be regulated by
treaty stipulations, in preference to separ-
ate legislation : 2d. That our productious,
when imported into the colanies in ques-
tion, should not be subject to higher du-
ties than the productions of the mother
country, or of her other colonial . posses-
sions; and, 3d. That our vessels should
be allowed to participate in the circuitous
trade between the United States and dif-
ferent parts of the British dominions.

The first point, after having been, for
a long time, strenuously insisted upon by
Great Britain, was given up by the act of
Parliamentof July, "25; all vessels suffered
to trade with the colonies being permitted
to clear from thence with any articles
which British vesses might export, and
proceed to any part of the world, Great
Britain and her dependencies alone excep-
ted. On our part, each of the above points
had, in succession, been explicitly aban-
doned in negotions preceding that of which
the result is now_announced.

1s arrangement secures to the Uui-
ted States every advantage asked by them,
and which the state of the négociation al-
lowed us to insist upon.. The trade will
be placed upon a footing decidedly more
favorable to this country than any on
which it ever stood; and our commerce
and ngyigation will enjoy, in the colonial
ports of t Britain, every privilege al-
lowed to other nations.

- That the prosperity of the country, so
far as it depends on this trade, will be
greatly promoted by the new ar}
there can be no doubt. Indep
the more obvious advantages
and direct intercourse, its
vill be attended with other consequences
of a higher value. That which has been
sarried on since the mutual interdict un-
der all}he_expense and inconvenience un-
svoidably incident to it, would have been
nsupportably onerous, had it not been, in
:Igf:ﬂt?dm lightened by concerted e-
wsions in the mode of making the trans-
lipmeuts at what are called the neutral
ports. K These indirections are inconsis-
tent with the digoity of nations that have
© many motives, not only to cherish feel-
ings of mutual friendship, but to maintain
such relations as will stimulate their res-
gective citizens and subjects to efforts of
direct, open, and honorable competition
cnly, and preserve them from the influence

The negociation with France has been
conducted by our Minister with zeal. and
ability, and ip all respects to my entire sa-
usfaction. Although the prospect of a fa-
vorable termination was occasiofially dim-
med by counter pretensions; to ghich the
United States could not assént, he yet
had strong hopes of being able to arrive gt
a satisfactory settlement with the late Go-
vernment. The negociation bhas been re-
newed with the present authorities ; and,
sensible of the general and lively coufi-

dence of our citizens in thel:juadm and
rance, I re-

magnammity of regenerated
gret the more not to have it in my power,
yet, to announce the result so confidently
antcipated. No ground, however, incon-
sistent with this expectation, has been ta-

ken ; and I do not allow myself to doubt

Porte. The most freindly feelings appear | ernment an urgent duty. The illegality of | that purpose. I now avail myseli of thus
: ! o seduective and vitiating circumstances. |to be entertained by the Saltan, and an |the seizaresand confiscations out of which | early opportunity to return them 1o the i
The abstract right of Great Britain to| Whean imi interposition | enlightened disposition is evinced by him

monopolize the trade with her colonies, or
to exclude us from a participation therein,
has never been denied by the U. States.
But we have contended, and with reason,
that if, at any time, Great Britain may de-
sire the productions of this country, as ne-
cessary to her colonies, they maust be re-

have arisen is not disputed ; and what-
eﬂ:'e,er distinctions may have heretofore been
set up in regard to the liability of the ex-
isting Goverpment, it is quite clear that
such sderitions cannot now be inter-
posed. T
The commercial intercourse between
the two countries is susceptible of highly
advantageous improvements ; but the sense
of this injury has had, and must continue

rery unfavorable ;

Houses in which they respectively origiue
ated, with the reasons which, afier mature
deliberation, eompel me to witbhold my

preliminary : _
vas asked at the close of the last session, | to foster the intercourse between the two

¢ copy of the instructionsunder which Mr. | countries by the most liberalarrangements.
HcLane has acted, together with the com- ' This disposition it will be our daty and in-
munications which had at that time passed terest to cherish. "y
petween him andthe British Government,  Our relations with Russia are of the
vas laid before you. Although there has most stable character. Respect for that
: | not been any thing in the acts of the two empire, and confidence in its friendship
ceived upon principles of just reciprocity; [Governments which requires secrecy, it towards the United States, have been so
and further, that it is making an invidious Wwas thought most proper, in the then state long entertained on our part, and so care-

and unfriendly distinction, to open hu‘hi'thenggoeiuion,ton_nh___ commu- fullyw the present X

:: practice of defraying out of the
Treasury of the United States the expen-
ses incarrrd by the establishment and s:;-i

rt of light-houses, beacons, buoys,
::blic piers, within the bays, inles, bar-
bors, and ports ol'_the Uunited States, w0

-




